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LETTERS 


Writ by a |] 


Turkiſh Spy, 


Who liv'd Five and Forty Yeaxs| 
undiſcover'd = 


Giving an a impartial we coun to the 
Divan at Conftantinople of the moſt remarkible 
Tranſactions of Europe: And diſcoyering ſeveral 
Intrigues andSecrets of the Chriſtian Courts, (eſpe- 
| cially of that of France) continued from the Year | | 
1637, to the Year 1682. | 
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> REFACES, methinks, are 
ſo much like the Printed 
Bills paſted upon theBooths 
in Bartholomew-PFair, to 
give an Account of the Entertain- 
ment you are to expect within; that 
were it not in pure Compliance to 
Cuſtom, one would forſwear writ= 
ing any. But the World is Humo- 
Tous, and muſt be fery'd according 
to its own Faſhion. Eyery Thing's 
| * 4 damn'd 
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damn'd that is not a- la- mode. And 
1 bee that publiſhes a Book, without 
4 civilly accoſting the Reader at the 
ö Beginning, is thought to intrench 
| | upon good Manners. 

[| To prevent all theſe Inconveni- 
| ences, tis thought fit once more to 
* iay a Word or Two, not in praiſe 
| | of this Volume of Letters, (cen let 
| it take its Fortune as the other Four 
have done) but by Way of Apology 
Wo for ſome Things which may ſeem 
| liable to Cenſure, 
[Some perhaps will be offended at 
= the Zeal which appears in this Ara 
Ji Lian, when he writes in Honour of 
1 "be Mahometam Faith. Others will 
l' as much wonder at his Looſeneſs 
1 and Indifference, his Doubtſulneſs 
1 of: all Things: For i in ſome of his 
Letters he.a appears a great Sceptick, 
and confeſſes himſelf ſo. 

Theſe Gentlemen ought to con- 
ſider, that his Style and Sentiments 
are ſuited to the Quality of the Per- 

Jou to whom he Writes. To his in- 
ii . | | timate 
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timate Friends he unboſoms him- 


ſelf with abundance of Frankneſs; * 
But when he addreſſes to the Mafti, 
or other Grandes. of the Porte, he. 
is Cautious and Reſery'd. 

It may be ſuppos'd that he un- 


derſtood himſelf very well, or elſe 


he was not fit for that Employment 
in Paris. And without doubt, 

having had his Education in the 
Seraglio, as he profeſſes, he was 

no Stranger to the Pun@ilio's of 

Addreſs uſed in the Turkiſh Court. 
It Was his Policy and Intereſt to 
appear a very devout Mahometan, 
when, he wrote to the Miniſters of 
State And *tis poſlible he was o 


in reality, or at leaſt perſuaded 


himſelf ſo at certain Seaſons. And 
yet this hinders not, but he might 
at other Times take the Liberty 


to deſcant on ſome Abſurdities in 
their Dorines and Practice, when 


he wrote to his Familiars, and 


| was minded to converſe with 
Freedom. 8 


A4 W 


To the Rt. Abr R. 
If in ſome Points he ſeems to 
give Credit to the Arabian Writers, 
= who haye treated of Egypt ant i its | 
3B Antiquities, in others, he Mes him- 
| ſelf a Man not over-fond of Fables 
i __ and Romances. 
However, let his Opinions be what 
| they will, and His Sentiments never 
[| 1 extravagant in Matters of Se- 
1 culation and Controvenſy 10 long as 
his Morals ate found and good, 
there's no Occaſion to be captious. 
NY WMWWe need not fear that any Chriſtian, 
3 or any Man of Senſe will be proſely © 
A by his Letters,toaReligiouwwhich 
2 hae himſelf, tho proſeffing it, yet ſo 
| often doubts of, and ridieules. 3 
I! He ſpeaks very honourably of 
CHR IST, and impartially of Chri- 
flians, accuſing their Yices rather 
than their Do/Frines, and a ring 
all along a moderate Man inf b Sen- 
timents of Religion, and a Friend to 
Virtue and Reaſon. Tf he diſcovers 
ſome Failings, in being too melan- 
* * that hewas a Mortal 
like 
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like other Men. However, Reader, 


admire his untainted Loyalty, and 
imitate it. 


You will find in this vile "EN, 
Hiſtory, with Variety of ſolid Re- 


marks ; and not a few Secrets of 


| Cardinal Mazarini and Oliver Crom- 


well Uncabinetted: Particularly, 
that famous Iutrigue carried on b 

Colonel Spintelet and his Confede- 
rates, to ſave Offend from being ſur- 
priz d by the French in the Year 


16.58, and to bubble two of the 
ableſt Stateſmen in Europe. 


After all, aſſure thyſelf, that the 


next 5 will contain more Illu- 


ſtrious Relations than any that has 
gone before: Where you will hear 
of an End put to the War between 
France and Spain, aſter it had 178 d 

the 


Five and twenty Vears; an 5 
Marriage of Lewis XIV. with the 


Spaniſh Infanta ; as allo of an uni- 
verſal Peace in Chriftendom + e 
Reſtoration of Charles the Second 
to his Crown and Kingdoms, aſter 

A3 twelve 


n, 
+ 


7⁰ the Reaper 


twelve Vears Exile upcfeienCodh⸗ 
tries, and twelve ſeveral Revolutions 
of Government here at Home. With M7 
many other memorable and i impor- 
tant Events and Tranſactions in the 
World: As the dreadful Earthquake 
Which overturned Part of the Py- 
renean Mountains ; the more de- 
ſtructive Plague which {wept away 
almoſt a Hundred thouſand People 
in London; and the deplorable Fire 
which conſumed the greateſt Part 
ol that famous City, in the Space = 
of three Days. # 
You will there alſo find an Ac- Y 
count of the Death of that great 
Miniſter of State, Cardinal Maza- 
3 rini Of the Duke of Orleance, Un- 
[| cle to the French King: Of the © 
"Dutcheſs of Savoy Of Carolus Jo- 
— ſephus, the Emperor's Brother : Of 
= the Duke of Yendoſme - Of the © 
Queen-Mother of France, and of | 
[8 Philip IV. King of Spain, with | 
| other Perſons of” Princely Quality. 


I) Fot this Arabian was careful to 
| l | | no tranſmit 


To the Reaper, 
tranſmit to the Ottoman Porte In» 
telligence of a [Things which wee 
moſt remarkable i in Europe. And 
that his Letters might not ſeem 


tedious, he intermix'd moral Re- 


flections, with ſome Maxims of Po- 
licy, Eſſays of Reaſon, and now 
and then a Touch of Philoſophy: 

And if we may gueſs at the Cauſe 
of his more abounding in theſe 
Kind of Miſcellany Diſcourſes after 
the Year 1659, than he did beſore: : 


It ſcems probable, that a General 
Peace about that Time being eſta- 


bliſh'd in Eurofe, he had litrle elſe 
to write, but his Obſervations on 
the ſeveral States and Courts: of 
Chriſtian Princes, thedifferent Man- 
ners, Cuſtoms and Laws of People; 
the Councils and Intrigues of Stateſ- 
men: With ſuch other Matters as 
occurred worthy of Notice. 


If either in this Volume, or in thoſe 
that are to come, he ſeems in any of 
his Letters to alter his Opinion, and 
contradicthisformer Sentiments; re- 
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member is no more than what the 


greateſt Writers have done, who 


have lived to Old Age, as this 
Agent did. No Body is ignorant 


of St. Augu/tine's Retrattious, and 
Cornelius 4 Agrippa's Vaniiy of &ci- 
ences e Wherein thoſe two great 
Authors run counter to all they 
12595 writ before. And 'twere eaſy 

o produce a hundred Inſtances 


begdes | 
In a Word, "Raider, take in 


good Part the ＋ ranflator's Pains, 4 


who renders Things as he foun 


em, without altermg or eotrupt- 
ing the Senſe of his . Tare- 


5 well. 
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Grand Seienior's Slaves, to the Myſte . 
rious Eſad, Arbitrator of doubtful 
Problems, Prince of 5 Muſt,s p 1. 
He complains. for want of fuller Inſtructions in ſe- 

veral Caſes ; and particularly deſires his Counſel 
4s tothe Faſt of Ramezaw © _ 


u. To 


LerTTexs and MaTTrzs contained 


Abmut the Arabian, and vileſt of the 


The TABLE, 


II. To Nathan Ben Saadi, a Few, at Vienna. P. F. 
Remarls on the. Death of the... . Me 
ſome curious Epitaphs. 


III. To Mahummed Hodgia, Venerable Eremite of 
the Cave replete with Wonders. 
Of Mahmur's Infirmitief;. A remarkable Story of 
Clcarchus, a devout Man in Alia. 


| 
1 
= 


| IV. To the R acham. is 
1 of * gh Stenay and Arras. 4 not Able In. 
4 Hanct of Gallantry in zhe us f Merdin. 


V. To Denet Oglou. 19 
| diam & hy him hew be ſpends his Birth-Day, 
with the Refle#ions on the uſual Vanity of Mortals | 
at fach Times. _ ES 2 
PIINISTOAON)Y £717 1 Ye x A PAALTI« 
VI. To the Selictar , or Sword: bearer, to e 
Grand Seighior. [dts ire 
Of the Surrender of Stenay, 15 the Relief of Tins, 
Remarks on the Signs which went before the Kin 
of the Romans Benth, "IT 2 --Chrift! 
commg to Antwerp. | 
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VII. Te. peſteli Hali, d 8 Maſter .of .che. 
Grand Seigniox's Cuſtom forns 6s Cordlantinop ple. 25 

a Time, and not tg 15 

* it in « Bombs, The. he ore of a Chineſe 


54 2 


Captain. nM 
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VIII. To the Rerg Effendi, Principa Secretary * = 2 
the Ottoman Empire. 

He a, 4g with him alout Kienan Baſls s old 
Grudge, &c. 


IN. To the Venerable Mufti. 7 2 
cf the Pope's Sickneſs and laft wilt. A Charas er 
" of bis Sifter-in-law, Donna Olympia. Cf the Har 
 botauven the Muſcovites and Polanders. _ * 5 


Grand Seignior's Leſſes by ee eee Fo 
X. To Peſtel N Hali, his Rechte, Maſter of the Bien q 7 


 Scigu/ar's Cuſtoms, Pa Tv 35 | 
He | 
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He informs him of the Arrival of his Mother Ouco- 
-miche, and bis Cs: Iſouf, at Paris. 


Nona at Rome, Pag 40 
He reprebends his Immoralities for medaling w:th. 


the Religion of the Romans. Teaches him a Re- 
ceipt to Fe 120 ae : 


XII. To Mehemer' once an Bunuch-Page in the 
on” but now an Exile in Egypt at mo 
aire 

Of the Lawfulneſs of Wine. 4 Di ;ſpute lakes 
Noah and the Devil about it. Of Jo h's Priſon ; 
the Land of Alphion; the Stor agar, the 

| Mother of Iſhmael, and other alen. 


XIII. To Kerker Haſſan, Baſſa, & 
the 


Of the Pope's Death ; and of. the andi, of 
Roman Clergy. _ 


A» 


xIV. To the Kaimachæam, 


12 rene Affairs, for not ſending him timely and good 
TY Intelligence. O fa violent Plague in W | 1 
2. : Egy ptians or Gyphes. 
5 | 
9 AV» T9 the ſame, | | 55 
C Divers Opinions concern; ng the Ori ginal of the Gyp- 


. A 

5 de Retz. 
2 5 

OS 
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XI. To Adonai, a Pew, Priſoner in the Toaber of 


Hie blames Kiſur Dramelec, Secretary of the N 


ſies. Of mg one's ave at Rome, 0 of Cardikal 
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| Yo hath ; Hali Phyſician to the Grand Sek- 
| 5 nior, Pag. 59 


4 Story of Helal, a Phyſician of Arabia. Avi- 
$ cen, 52 of Thabet 8 W. e wh 


" II. To Ap. . 7 1 , 
1 Of the ſtrange Pu ent inflifted on a Deer dealer 
9 of Wirtemberg, by the Klector of _—_— A 
Story of an Arabian Captain. e Torve 


il III. To Nathan Ben Saddi, a Few < HS 68 28 

m More on the fame Subject. "Remarks en the an 31 
and on the Law of Moſes. | 3 

IV. To Dgebe Na fir, Baſſa, 1 

Of the Sect = a he among the Chriſtians. | 
_ Particularly of the Wars between the Catholicks 
and Proteſtants ; in Piedmont, . 


V. To William Yoſpel, a Recluſe of Auſtria, 74 
Of the Se pulchre of King Childeric. Mahmut pre- 
ſents him with a Cabinet of curious Antiquities. 


VI. To the moſt illuſtrious and invincible Yixir 
Axem at the Porte, 4 
0 a ſecret Order given him by the Vizir; and the 
Neceſſity of a Turkiſh Embaſſador in the French 

Court 70 carry on the Deſign 


VIE. To Nathan Ben Saddi, a Few at Vienna, $0 
He adviſes him not to be too Religious, but to fot 
., low his Bnſmeſs chearfully. 


| * To Muſtapha Lulu Beam rida, a Man of 25 
AW: 
4 55 


r . ow Joe <3 ot Rn In, . 
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He argues againſt 


p * | * * 
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the Falſe Notions of the Neſurrecti- 
on common among. Mahometans and en. 
* the Apparition of ones in Egypt. 


XI, To Solyman, Knſlyr Aga, Prince of the Back | 


Of the Aduante of rhe Balla of Aleppo fo is Prim 4 
Vizirate. 


X. n the moſt illuſtrious econ Aen. at as 
| 18 95 28 
1 * bis New Di , and claims 4 


Reward for ham erty accu him to be 
Divan, when he held Comeſpondence +evith che 
Venetians. 


XI. To Mebemer, an Exil'd Pupwck, at Bebe in 


E= | 
He ates ſome Stories of the Egyptians, * — 


lates in fvort the N s Gabin to 


_ the Moon. | 


XII. To Zomeſan ' Maſftapha, 15 of the Sea. 


94 
He 6s vs againſt the, Venetians; a 
Ay cr of that 18 1 ef} of 


Hort Characta Kelter the 7 0 


Jamaica by the Engliſh. 1 Diſcourſe of Oliver 


the Engliſh Protector. Of Leopoldus Ignatius 
Joſephus'. being Elected King of Te Romans, 


XIII. To Peſteli Pali, bis Brother Maſter of bo 
Grand Sejgniors Cuſtoms. 
An Encomium of bi his Couſin Iſouf. Of his beige 
in Muſcovy deſires him to recommend Iſouf 
to Kerker Haflan Baſſa, Houf's Remarks on 


ES 
"To 1ſmael Kaidar, Cheik, a Man of the 
La. 101 
ven Chriſtina's Rambles through Europe, 
With an Italian Libel, which a4. Fond in ie 
Handi of Paſquin. 197; = 


XV. To the ſame. 3 | 104 
7 a New Star appearing in Europe The Jews 


wien of it, and of their Meſſias. of the /Rewlicn 


t + 
| 44 
. 5 
, 
«1 
ty 
1 * 
þ 
14 
[1 
it, 
* 


Ce - 


WAS , 


The T A B L. E. 


if the late Vir Azims Son. * a: Peace beſavens- 


French 7 the” 'Exglik. / 


{ "x 5 
XVI. To Solimay, his Conn at Pg. 108 


He  reprehinds bis 'Diſcontentedneſs,, aud encourages 


bim to follow his Trade, by ſeveral eminent Ex- 
amples. A Story of Diogenes and — | 


XVII. To Melec Amet. 112 
Of a Moor baptis'd in Paris. Of the agg _ 
3 Malta. And of Don Philippo, Son of the Dey 
Tunis; Of Cardinal 'Mazarini*s Tyzck to 3 
Sweedland and Brandenburg from ma ng. a 

3 Tr" againſt King Galimir. Nin et 


nad 


XVIII. To Sedrec Al. Girawn, Chief Treaſurer 777 


the Grand Seignior. 

He congratulates his New Honour. of - Kienan 
Baſſa's being found by the Tartars on a Dunghil 
in Muſcovy, coben a Child, He deſcants on the 
late Sedition at Conſtantinople. 8 


XIX. Te the WW 2 
How Mahmut' Chamber eat arch; ard the 
_ Method he Pe. to Bog bis Box Ll Letters | 


m * 
* * 4 
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LETTER * 


"i * 4 A ted ; 


WAY 


DO Dew Galea 3 ; : p. 127 
He Diſcourſes concerning Chance, and te 


Origin of Evil. Of Deiſts in Europe. And of 
the” Sincere Fraternity among the the Anttent 
Arabia ns. 


II. To che Nazin Ejtbref, 0 or Prince of the as 
at the Pert. bs a {3 Of 
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The TABLE 


4 Terrible Plague. Brike' out in Rome, Naples, 
2 the adjacent Parts. Of the Loſs of * 8 


ennes to the — F Adonabꝰ- Death” as 
Rome, | 


AF . 


III. To Melec Sees JING Pag. 135 


Of 4 Great Chaſm or "Breach while in the Earth not 
far from Paris. 


IV. To Zornezan Muſta pha Beglerbeg e of Erz” ram, 


136 

He congratulates "his Retreat ſrom the Teils 2nd Pe- 

rils of the Seraglio. Reftevions on the Authors f 
the late Troubles at Conſtantinople.” - + A 


V. To the moſt. Renowned and moſt 1ilſtriogs 
Vizir Azem at the Porte, 139 

Mahmut congratulates his A umption jo this Dignity. 
Preſents him with the Pictures of the French King, 
Cardinal Mazarini, Queen of Sweden, and others : 
As alſo with Twelve Watches of his own Workman- 


ſhip. Of Queen Chrilling's Entertainment at * 
French Court. 


VI. To Ibrahim E li Zeid, Hogia, Preacher to hs 
Seraglio, 

He deſcanti on the Covenant o 4 Mahomes chi th. bs 
Chriſtians Some Prophetick Paſſages of Maho- 
met, A Story of a Black Image / 71 Spain, | 


VII. To Murat, 'Baſſa, | 

Cf the Death of the King of Vorthal and ths 00 

ronation of þ/s Son. Of Count Harcourt's playin 
Faſo and Looſe with the French King, And 7 7 
the Mareſchal de la Ferce's Bravery. 


VIII. To Hebatolla Mir Argun, Superior ot t 8 Hoa 
vent of Derviſes at Cogni in Natolia, | 149 

He condoles the Death of Bedredin Ly Predeceſſor 
ſends him the True Effigies of the Meſſias; with 
a ſhort Hiſtory of John the Baptiſt. 


| IX. To Selim Al” Moſel, Venerable aum of the 


Moſch of Santi Sophia e J 


of 


The T AB L E. 


of Columbus the Firſt. -Diſcoverer , of America, 


"And of the De ffruction of Lima and Calao, re 


Cities in Peru, 87% an nk and Fire N 
Heaven. 


X. To Mes a, Baſſa is 9. 
Of Iſmael 55 Coal 85 the Perſian 2 2 | 


the Porte. 


XI. To Mehemet, an Exil'd Eunuch in E pt , 162 
He acquaints bim mou the Death of Solyman the 


2 Aga. Of the Antiquity ef the Pyramids. 


Saurid's Viſion. Another of  Achmon rhe 


oo x obs #4 He affertr the Eternity * the | 


World. 


XII. To the moſt Venerable Mufti, pin Tf 
He congratulates his 5 peion or Py Sacred Dia» 
airy * Propo poſes the Advantage of Tranflating Bi- 
| ſtories into che Turkiſh Language. Aud diſcourſes 
. of the ancient Arabians and SERA 


XIII. To the Kaimatham, © 

Of the German Emperor's Death: The 12 State f 
the Empire. The Fattions of the ede ny 
Cardinal Mazarini's Aims. 


XIV. To Raba Mabomet, General of we onen 75 
Forces, at his Camp near Adrianple, 


Of the Affairs of Babylon, and the Perſians. the 
ere in Europe 22 4 Terrible — ol | 


Fire from — Etna in Sicily. | 

5 xv. To Cara Hali, Phy fitanto the Grand Sejgnier, 
180 

He deſcants on the Succe Fon of Abu Becte, Omar 


and Othman, the Firſt Caiiphs. And ſeems to 


| favour Hali the e Propher et of yon aaron 


XVI. To Cara Ma he, Baſſ a, 184 
of the Ifle of Tenedos 5 and the Trojan Wars. 

Of Ajax s Folly in killing himſelf. Of eee 
S Ships of War burnt and ſunk by the En- 


under 12 Command BE Admiral Blake. With 
her Maiters. | „„ 


XVII. To 


The T AB L. E. 


XVII. n. To Nathan Ben Saddi, 2 Feu, at Fla, 
ap. 1 
Of the Quarrel between the EleQor of Bavarts and 
Prince Palatine, about the Vicarſhip of the Em- 
pire. | 


XVIII. To Melech Amer, 2 „ 
Of Trances and Ecltalies. A Story of Selah, an 
Indian Phyſician. . l 65 
XIX. To the Kaim acham, 3 125 
Of the Surrender of Montmeli to the French, Ter 


the Speech of the Governor to the Kin 8˙ 
Turks i Succeſſes in Candia. 


| XX. To Nathan Ben Saad, a Few, at Yen, 
2 He relates, in ſbort, the Life and Miracles of Ma 
*} homer 


XXL. To Dicheu Huſſein, Baſſa, RES 
Of a Quarrel between the French and Spanith Am- 


N baſſadors at the Hague. With other Intelligence 
3 from Denmark, Portugal, Martins, and the Ger- 
man Court, = 
a XXII. To Dgnet Ogl ois | | 206 
| He complains of his Friends Reſervedneſs and Si. 
lente. Rebukes the trivial Controverſies of the 
F 8 Muſſulmans And denies that GOD bas a Bedy 
ot Paſſions /ike us. Gt TOOLS 
| XXUL ro the a of the Zanizavies, 210 
4 f the Swedes takrng Fredericks Ode by Storm. An 
E Interview of the Ring of Poland and Elefov of 
4 5 Brandenburgh. Of tbe — of Mardike Wk the 
|: ce and ROT. 
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LETTER 1 


; oi Cara Hal, Phy cian to > the Grand bebe. 
L HA 9 > Pag. 214 


2 L diſcowr es of Free. will 11 Predeftination.” A 
Digreſſion cecaſion d by a ſudden Tempeſt of Thun- 


der and Lightning. 


I, To Muſta ha, Baſſa, 219 
ck: hrittina's Sentencing one of ber Do. 
'meſticks to Death, And the r of the Ci- 

« viliats thereupon, © | 


III. To Muff pha ied tou | 221 
He acquamis him with the Birth f a young Prince 


e Spain, and the cxtraordinary Magnificences ex- 
_ bibited by the Spaniſh * ar the Hague 
on this Occaſion. Re 


IV. To Pefteli Hali, his Brother, Maſte of the 


Grand Se:gnior's Cuſtoms at Conſtantinople, 223 


g Of his Mother Oucomiche-; and of Iſouf His Couſin. 


Of the Pyramids and Muthinies; 5 avith ſome Re- 
marks on the Nile, oh 


V. To the Eainachans yo | mo 


Of the Sentence pr. vounc d by the Veneridins again fi 
Girolamo Loredan ard Giovanni Contarini. Ex- 


amples of Juſtice on Traytors. Of great Inun- 


dations in Germany and blanders. 


vs To Solyman his Couſin. at Conſtantinople, 2.32 
He expo 22 with him about his being tco Relig. ct. 
Several Opinions of Philoſophers concerning the 
Soul. 


VII. 
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XVI. To William Yeſpel a Rec luſe of Auſtria. 7 


The) TABLE, 


VII. To Afts, -Ba a. Alte Pag. 236 
Of an Interview between. the 9 - Denmark 
and Swedeland : And the Peace that GT 


| VIII To the Mufti. , 


8 
He acquaints him with the Froje# f a mag, 
to reform the State te.of Chr itendem. 5 


IX. 15 Abdel Ine Muli Omar. | 243 

He relates, in ſbort, his Education, and the Merhod 
. his Studkes in 155 4 . or two EY 
orphyry. 6 8 . 


| X. To Murat, Baſſ. * 347 
Of the taking Dunkitk by the reed * 4 the ut- 


ting it into the Hands of the Engliſh. Of the 
French King's Hlneſs and Recovery, 


XI. To Mohammed, the Eremite of Mount Driel 3 
Arabia. 


He diſcourſes of his own Paſſions and Vice: With 
fomething of his Virtues. 


XII. To Achmet Padiſbami Culliziz, Baſſs. 255 


He congratulates his Succeſſion to Darniſh Mehemet. 
Baſſa. Of the Election of a new German * 
ror. The Death of Oliver; and the French 
ſian on Oſtend 


XIII. To Peſteli Hall, bis Brother, Maſter of” the 
Grand Seignior's Cuſtoms at Conſtantinople, 261 
85 the Arctick Regions, and the Nature of Cold. 
Of the Works which the Northern People e build 
upon the Ice. Of the Funeral Monuments of an- 
client Heroes. 


XIV. To Zeidi Alamanxi, a Merchant of Venice, 


64 
He vecommends to him Fidelity, and gives him 4 


ſbort Acc ou nt of his Life, 


of To the Kaimacham, 266 


the 2 of the Venetians towards Strangers. 
A general Character of the Italians. A Comparte 
on of them qvith the French. 
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4 Street in paris, cala, The street of Hell. 
N22 on the Ne m Incorporeal Borngs. bay 


xyn. To the Venerable Nahr, cane, of 


Romeli. 3 | 271 


of the Interview betebeen Cardinal Mazarini and 
Don Louis de mays the Spaniſh . zn order 
to a Peace. 


XVIIL To Maſu Ab D Alfuqsd, Prof 


of Theology at Fez. 
Of the Zune or Book of Doctrine. Of the Piety of 
Omar Eb'n 1 Ariz, the ninth Caliph, 
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LETTER J. 


Mahmut the Arabian, and vileſt of the 


RE Eſad, Arbitrator of doubttul 
BR Problems, Prince of the Muſt! 8. 


| H E N I firſt came to Paris, my In: 
 Firudtions were not ſo full and Parti- 
= cular, as to dire& me in all Emergen- 
x 8 1 1 ö oP -CIEeS. - A great many Things were 
EY BE gk leſt to my own Conduct and Pru- 

dence, both in 64 and by ed Matters. So that if 
.T have made any falſe Steps, 5 twill be Ale 

ble; 
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ble; in regard'tis not ſo much my Fault as that of the 
Miniſters who reſide at the Augu/?# Port. I have often 
addreſs d to them, deſiring ſupplemental Rules and 
Cautions in ſome peculiar Caſes which I propos d: 
But they have been very ſparing of their Counſels. 
Tis true, indeed, about five Years ago J received 
ſome particular Orders from the Vizir Azem, and 
the Kaimacham;-as allo from thy Sanctity: Where- 
in I was commanded_to write with all Freedom to 
the Grandees, This, with the other Directions, has 
been of great uſe to me. It has arm'd me with 
freſh Courage, and remov'd the melancholy Ap- 
prehenſions 5 had of ſome Men's Revenge, whole 
Vices I .reprov'd. Praiſe be to God, King of the 
Day of Fudgment, I have accus d no Man wrongful- 
ly, Let I was full of Fears, even in the Performance 
of my Duty; Knowing, , that Mortals generally 
love to have their Faults conceal'd, and purſue 
thoſe with Malice who diſcoyer or apprehend them. 
But now all my Fears in that Kind are vaniſhed, 
"Yet I have Scrüples of another Nätüre, which 
none but the infa/lib/e Guide of the Faithful can 
diſperſe, 55 a8 SLES 5 
Ever ſince I have reſided here, I have been pre- 
 ciſe in obſerving all the Pręcepts of our Holy La, fo 
far as confiied wh the Security and Succeſs of my 
” Cattmiſfon.” Por T have been forc'd to leap. over 


many Lies and falſe Oaths to | conceal myſelf, I 


tave Meri done qbundare of eiter deen 
Things to promote the Cauſe I am ingag'd in, for 
all. Which thou haſt vouchſafed me a Di/per/ation. 
There remains one Thing in which thy Advice is 
I have been hitherto punctual in #ecping the 
| Faſt of Ramezan, at the Time appointed to all Mu/- 


ſulnant; which, thou knoweſt, falls earlier by ele- 


ven Days every Year than it did the Year before, 


3 


* 


A 


va 


\ 


Vol. V. @ Sev at PARIS. 3 


paſſes, through all the four Sea/ons. ' Now this ſucceſ- 
' five. Variation of the Great Fat, ezuſing it ſometimes 
to fall at the very, Times of the he ene Feſtivals 
m among the Nagarenes, ſuch as that Which they call 
= their Chriſtmas, which, is a Feaſt of thixteen Days; 
I fear, leſt I may be taken Notice of ſhould I, 
by celebrating the Rane zan at thoſe Times, con- 
tradi& the uniyerſal Practice of all the Fants, and 
ſtart Sueſpicions in thoſe with whom I' converſe, to 

my Diſadyantage and Rin. 
Jo thee, therefore, ho art the 2v;/e/? of the Miſe, 

1 fly for Counſel in this Exigency, beſeeching thee to 
© diQtate plainly what Iam to d 


Ino that the Sick, or Wounded, or, Travel- 
lers, are diſpens d with, if they, violate the ſacred 
Moon. At which time the Gates of Paradiſe are 
„ open'd, and inviſible Favours are done to the devout 
> > Obſervers. of this Precapt: Whilſt the Avenues of 
Hell are barricado d, and all the Devils chain d up 
from appearing Abroad, or doing any Miſchief in the 

8 World; I fay, Lam not ignorant of the /zudzlgence 
n which is given to Men under ſuch Circumſtances; pro- 
| vided they ſatisfy they Lato, by keeping the Faſt at 
— ſeome other Seaſon, more agreeable to their; Health, 
o or other Neceſlities, And thus far 1 could have fi- 
y | lIncd the Alarms of my own Conſcience, , without ma- 
er leſting thee: Knowing, that a NMulſulman is always 
I | auowed this Liberty in a foreign Country, much more 
ar in a Region of Infidel, © ö 

or But that which I aim at, is to be inform d, Whe- 
. | ther. to put the better Diſguiſe on my. ſelf, and 
is more efficaciouſly to proſecute the Intereſt. of the 
Grand Seignior, I may not always celebrate this Faſs, 
at he preciſe Tme that the Chriſtians keep their 
Lent? For then. I ſhould: paſs unſuſpected, and no 
Man would take, me for any other than a Chriſtian 
and a Catholick. Nay, my. Manner of daily Faſting 
at that Time, would raiſe me a conſiderable Credit 
B 2 among 


Wilt 4 LEerrexs Writ by Vol. V. 
Wil! among the C/rifians that know me. They would 
cry me up for a Saint, or a very holy Max, For the 
Faſt of the Cbriſtians is a Feaſt in compariſon with 
The rigorous Af inance of the Mauſſulmani. Thoſe in- 
deed refrain all Sorts of Feb, but they load their 
Tables with Variety of Fißb, and other Daintics ; 
neither have they Patience to tarry for their Re vaſt 
beyond the Mid-Day. Whereas the Mu ſſulmans 
taſte of nothing-during the Ramezay, till the Sun is 
gone down, and the Start appear. No, not even 
in the parching De/arts of Arabia, where Men are 
ready to periſh of Thirſt; yet no Man will extend 
his Hand to the Water-pot to - refreſh himſelf in 
thoſe unſpeakable Agonies, till the Shadow of the 
artb is advanced into the higher Region of the Air, 
and has baniſn d the leaſt Glimmerings of the Sun. 
When, therefore, the Franks ſhall ſee me faſt after _ 
this auſtere Faſhion - in their Lent, they will ſay, I _ 
am a very mortify'd Man, and a deyout Catholick (t- 
For they judge.' altogether by the Outſide. So if 
any Danger /ſhould threaten” me, I ſhould find | © 
Friends among the Zealots, and the Indifferent would | _ 
not appear my Enemies: But the Wicked, whoſe | © 
black Guile has render d em a Terror to them- | © 
ſelves, as well as an Abomination to others, would | © 
Nand in Fear of me. Thus, on all Hands, a Way 
would be open for me to eſcape a Diſcovery of the | 
Secrets committed to my Charges. | = 
*T would be much more to my Satisfaction, if I 
could with Safety celebrate this Fa in the very 
Avon wherein the Alcoran was brought down from 
Heaven, as all good Muſſulmans 2 do: But 
Jam taught not to betray, or ſo much as hazard 
the Affairs of my great Maſter for a mere Nicety or 
Pundtilio of Religion, Gon is the Merciful of the 
Mierciſul, and *tis his Will that the Empire of the 
true Faithful ſhould be extended where ever the 
Moon or the Sun ſhine on Earth, 124 
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Great 
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Great Oracle of the Muſſulmans, Doctor of Faith 
and Verity, it is in thy Power to confirm or ſhake 


my Reſolution in this Point F For from thy Sentense 


there is no Air. 


Paris, 575 of the 7th Moon, 
of the Year 1654. | 


„L E T. T ER. 
To Nathan Ben Saddi, 4 Jew at Vienna. 


THOU informeſt me, that the King of the 

1 Romans is dead, and that divers Prodzgies hap- 

pen'd about the Time of his. expiring. Whulſt others 

report, That the German Emperor himſelf. died the 
9th of the laſt Myon. However I ſhall tranſmit thy 

Advice to the Shining Porte; not truſting to the un- 
certain Intelligence of fame. | 515 
Ling, N ee muſt reſign up their Breath, 


- us well as other Mortals. *Tis a Tribute we all owe 


to Nature, who will be paid one Time or other. 
Neither has ſhe ever exempted any from the common 


Lot, ſave Enoch, Elias, and Feſus the Son of Mary. 


Theſe were Holy Prophets, perfect Saints, and void 
of Original Sin, and therefore received an Indul. 


2 : Tho thoſe of your Nation, and the Chri- 


Niang believe, that the laſt of theſe three died on a 


Croſs. e eee 5 I*85 
As for all others, they have either been diffolv'd 


by Sickneſs, or ſnatch'd away by ſudden Death.: 


Some by an inviſib/e Dart from Heaven; others by 
the ruder Hand of Mortals like themſelves; Milli- 


ons by the Sword and Spear, and ten Millions by the 


ſwifter and more unavoidable Stroke of the Arrow 


and Bullet: Whilſt not a few have receiv d their 
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Death from the very Elements which ſupported their 
Life. An unruly Fire has crumbled ſome into their 
firſt Atomt, and mingled their Aſhes with thoſe of 
their Houſes and Beds of Repoſe : Whilſt Water, a 
contrary Principle, has quench'd the vital Flame in 
others. There is but oxe Way to enter into this 
Life ; but the Gates of Death, and the Invi/ible 
State are without Number: And the greateſt Monarch 
may as well fall by the Prick of a Thorn, as by the 
Edge of a Sword. Every Time I ſwallow my Meat, 
I remember the Fate of him that was choak'd by a 
Grain of Pepper; and that of Anacreon the Poet, 
who was ſtrangled by the Stone of a Raiſin. 
fret I am not ſolicitous in chooſing or avoiding 
particular Deaths, knowing that no human Coun- 
ſe] can prevent the Decrees of Deſtiny. It rather 
_ pleaſes me to think (ſuch is my Ambition) that by 
whatſoever Method J am ſent to the Grave, there I 
ſhall be equal to the Alexanders, Cæſars, Timurlengs, 
and the greateſt Mortals. For there is no Diſtinction 
of Noble and Yulgar in that Region of Anarchy, where 
all Ranks are level'd in the Duſt: As Diogenes told 
Alexander the Great; when the Monarch beholding 
that Philoſoper in a a Charnel- Houſe, his Eyes atten- 
tively fix d on the Bones of the Dead which lay in 
heaps, ask d him, What he was doing? To whom 
Diogenes reply d, I am looking for thy Father Philip's 
Bones, but cannot diſtinguiſb them from thoſe of bis 
Slaves. Some ſuch Thought as this might, perhaps, firſt 
occaſion the Cuſtom of writing Epitaphs on the Sepu/- 
chres of eminent Perſons. Among which I have read 
ſome. made by the Entombed: themſelves, whilſt they 
were on this Side the Grave, and for their ſingular 
Fancy were thought worthy to be recorded by Hi- 
 ftorians, Suchas this 
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I Sabbas of Milan, by Blood a Caltilianz 
Friar and Knight of Jeruſalem, wiſh a 
_ happy Reſurrection to my Aſter. White I 
dung alive among Mortals, a Little fa> 
_ tisfy'd me. Now I am dead and alot in 

my Grave, I am content. with Leſs. IT 
neither knew myſel what I was; nor do 

_ thon-enquire. Traveller, whoever thou 
art, 1 7 thou be Piogs pray for me, and 


* paſs on. Farewel, and live mindful of 


Death. Living 7 provided this Epi- 
taph, knowing I muſt die. 


| Thi Birth and Lifeof Mortals ao mths bing 


: but 2 oil . Death. ; 


| Suck AIG was chat df Alnus a IO who 5 
caugd himſelf robe bury'd near to the Pillars of A 
cls, wen this Tnjeriptic an on his Tomb, | | 


4 1 e 4 as Carthaginian, 


have commanded by my laſt Will and 
Teflament, that I ſhouli be interr d 
here in this fartheft Angle of the Woriu; 
_ to make Experiment, whether any Man, 
more mad than myſelf, would travel thus 
far to viſt t my Sepulchre. 


But that which mam caus d to be inſcrib'd on 


her Tomb, was a perfekt Satire on the Living, It way: 
bus. 
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I Semiramis, whilft living, never was 
in need of Money; yet was always com- 
Paſſionate to the Poor. Now Im dead, my 
Grave is my Treaſury. - If any of Royal 
| Race be in want, let him open this Bor- 
mitory, and he ſball find 'a Supply. 


When Darius conquer d Babylon, and was told of 
his Epitaph, ſtung with Avarice, he caus d the Se. 
pulchre to be open d in his own Preſence.” But in- 
ſtead of Money, they only found a 746 /et of Bras, 

with theſe Words engraven on it. 


My Epitaph is a Riddle. This is the In- 
terpretation. I never was. Covetous; 
only ſuch as are poor, theſe I pity; aud 

have therefore provided this Leſſon as 
' a Treaſure for the Man who for Lucre | 
ſhall preſume to violate my Tomb. | 


If thou wilt rob the Living, forbear to 
Plunder the Dead; leſt they bring thee 
10 Shame, as I have done. 


\ 


\ 


4 


Thou telleſt me, that the Emperor ſeems not to be 
much griev'd for the Death of his Son, the Roman 
King. Perhaps his Sorrow is ſo great, that it can- 
not find a Vent. Violent and uncommon Paſſions 
are apt to ſmother within the. , whilſt only 
ſmaller Gricts break forth into Tears. e 


1 


Vol. V. a Sex at PARIS. 9 
It was a memorable Saying of a certain King of 
Egypt, who was overcome by Cambyſes the Perſian 
Monarch, and taken Captive with all his Children; 
when the cruel Conqueror, to ſport himſelf in the 
Miſery ef his royal Priſoners, and inſult o'er the 
vanquiſh'd Egyptians, firſt cauſed the Daughter of 
the Captive King to be employ'd in the meaneſt 
Offices with the common S/aves, before her Father's 
Face: Then his Son to be bridled and curbed like a 
Horſe, with a vaſt Burthen'ty'd on his Back. At 
both which diſmal Spectacles, the poor Egyptian Mo- 
narch ſhed not one Tear: But when he ſaw one that 
lad formerly been his Servant, reduc'd to great Po- 
verty, he wept bitterly. Cambyſes asking him the 
Reaſon, why he ſeem'd ſo inſenſible of his Childrens 
Calamity, and yet was touch'd with fo tender a Grief 


por the Misfortune of a Stranger? He anſwer'd, © Son + 

7 of Cyrus, the Deſolation of my Family afflicts me 

5 . with ſo profound a Sorrow, that no Tears can ex- 

A e preſs it: But my Compaſſion to this diſtrefs'd Ser- 

6 c vant, being not ſo violent, eaſily breaks forth in 
ä “ Tears. 3 

. | Nathan, 1 wiſh thee neither extreme Joy, nor 

Grief, for they are both hurtful to the Heart, 

to Paris, 1½ of the 8th Moon, © 29.9 

| © of 202 Tear iS | 
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To Mahummed Hodgia, Venerable 
_ Eremite of the Cave, replete with 
Wonders. 5 85 

[T7 HEN I contemplate thy Life fo full of 

Innocence, and void of the very Shadow 
of Vice, I am like a, Serpent rouz d from his Sl 

by a Breeze of cooler Wind, or the Noiſe of a 
Traveller on the Road: My Soul ſtarts ; and un- 


folding all the drowzy Curls of Senſuality, ſtretches 


itſelf at full length: Surpriz d and aſham'd of its 
own Lethargy, it ſwiftly retires into any dark Cor- 
ner, to cover itſelf from the Light of its own Facul- 
ties, and from the brighter Refſections of thy Spirit, 
which penetrate like the Beams of the Sun, _ 

I do not preſently curſe my ſelf, the Hour of my 
Nativity, my Friends that have flatter'd me into an 
erroneous Belief: of my own Vertue, or my Enemies 


that have provok'd me, and by various Trains en- 


tangled me in the Paths of Vice. Such Maledi&ion 
only becomes the Mouth of a Jet, or a Libertine : 


For we arrive at Perfection, not by curſing the Evil, 


but by imitating the Good. 


I rather bleſs the Hour of Conjun#ion, the In- 
fluence of my better Stars, and the Conflellations of 


a more propitious Horoſcope, the Moment when I had 
the Honour to touch the Sand before thy Feet wich 
my Lips in that Sanctuary of Holineſs. O thou 


Fatron of good Intentions ; ſincere Reformer of hu- 
man Errors; refulgent Pattern of the Pious ; Glory 


of the Wiſe ; moſt Excellent of the Excellent; PAe- 
nix of the \ge! 


Praiſe 
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Praiſe be to Gop, the Ny and the Laff; Peace to 
the Angeli wo ſtand round his Throne- and to the 
Prophets who rejoice in his Preſence. An univerſal 
Fubilee to all the Inhabitants of Paradiſe: And eter- 
nal Felicity to the Saint of rhe Deſart on Earth, 
whoſe Soul is expanded wide as the Firmament. 

Jam raviſhed, and full of Eeſtaſies, becauſe: there 
is not found thy Equal on this Side the Clouds. 

When thou ſhale be crop'd from the Earth, the 


"So IE 
ö 
2 


| Mirror of Mortals, the Flower of human Nature 
is gone. The Trees of the 5 will lament 
+> thy Death, by whoſe Preſence they flouriſn'd, and 
brought forth their Fruit in due Seaſon, At thy 
Departure, the Graſs of the Field wil fade and 
5 >? whither, conſcious that thy Merits drew down the 
s Rain and Dew of Heaven, to render Arabia fertile 
# The Beaſts will languiſh for want of Paſture; 


s | ; and Men will bewail the Dearth of the Land; know+ 
: ing that the Life of the Fuft cauſes the Ground to 
produce a plenteous Harveſt. 


y . 
_ Bur no Mourning will be like that of Ma hrnut, 
8 wo can boaſt of thy particular Friendſhip; and 
nin loling thee, will be as if he were depriv'd of the 
1 Light of the San, or the Morning Air, or the Be- 
1 nefit of Fire and Water: For ſo thy Favours are re- 
_— as the Elements, without which we cannot 
= live. | 
 . Therefore as oft as I turn my Face to the City, 
of | fanQifled by the Birth of our holy Prophet, 1 fend 
up my Vows to Heaven for thy long Life; beſcech- 
ch Ex ing Gop, for the univerſal Good of Nature, to con- 
= tinue the Man on Earth, the Vement of whoſe Sou! 
u- 8 compoſed of Rays darted from all the fortunate 
J ; Stars. | En 85 5 
22 Ten me, O thou Holieſt of the Holy ones in the 
| Da,; favourite of the Angels; ſecret Friend of the 
Eternal, Envoy Extraordinary from the Omni potent 
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12 LETTERS Writ by Vol. V. 
Agent, intognito, for the Court of Heaven! Tell me 
by what Chart I ſhall ſteer my Courſe through this 
Life, uncertain as the Sea, and toſſed with as many 
. Tempefts. - I find in myſelf manifeſt Inclinations to 
Virtue, and whatſoever is Good; Yet I ſtill miſs 
take the Methods of attaining my End. I would 
fain be perfectly Pious, Juſt and Wife; but know | - 
not how .to compaſs my Deſign, One Event or | © 
other ſtill fruſtrates my Labour: Either a Friend or aan 
Enemy, a Relation or a Stranger, Caſualties without, 
or my Paſſions within, {top me in the Beginning, or | 
the Midſt of a glorious Career, the Race which | 
cannot be run without noble Agonies. | 
Then I take Breath; and rouzing myſelf with LT 
freſh Vigours, I chearfully addreſs to the Combat, - 
which crowns the Victor with Immortality. My 
Courage is great, my Reſolution fix d, at the firſt ſets 
ting out: I gain Ground on a ſudden; the heels 
of my Chariot are, for a Time, like thoſe of the Sun, 
whoſe momentary Advances are not percew'd by 
Mortals. But before I get half Way to the Meridian, 
ſome unskilful Phaeton, an erroneous Thought, or 
a giddy Paſſion, overthrows me Either old Habits, 
or new Temptations, hinder me from gaining the 
Prize in the Olympicks of Virtue. 5 
Thus, often foil'd, J retire: with Shame and Weak- 
neſs; And finding no Redreſs within, I fly to thee, 
who art created a Director of the World, _ 
"Twill be an Offence to:make Repetitions, and ask 
Counſel again: I will henceforth endeavour to fol- 
tow thy Example, which is certainly the moſt correct 
' Rzule of a religious Life. But then I cannot ſerve the 
Grand Seignior in this.Poff. Reſolve my Doubts Ts 
it lawful for me. to abandon my Duty, and: retire 2 
into a De/art ? If not, I will erect a Solitude in the E hb 
midſt of this populous City, and build an Hermitage | #1 
in my own Heart. If I cannot arrive at the Per- at 
Je#jon I am at, I will at leaſt endeavour to be as 1 


rr . 


208 


. Good 
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Good as I can. There is a religious Dexterity, b 


which a Man may, in the midſt of worlaly Buſineſs, 
make to himſelf Paths of Innocence, and walk free 
from the general Contagion of Mortals. If I cannot 
form any eminent Good, I will take Care to ab- 
in from enormous Evils: Neither will I commit 
the Leaſt, without a good Intention; which, I am 
aſſurd by the Mufti, ſometimes ſanctifies a bad 
Aion. If I He, or forſwear myſelf, it ſhall be to 
ſerve my great Maſter, If I diſemble my Religion, 
and counterfeit a Chriſtian, I will propoſe to my 


5 : ſelf the greater ef A the Mu//ulman Faith : 


Thus ſome higher End 
tion and Performances. | „ 

But if thou wilt tell me after all, that this is not 
the Way to Paradiſe, I will forſake all worldly In- 
tereſt, wherein I find ſo many Entanglements, and 
take up my, Reſidence: in ſome humble Cave, or 
Cleft of a Rock, or Hollow of a Tree; where I 
the fr /# Eſence, and all that flows from it. I will 


always direct my Inten- 


bid a final Adieu to this perfidious Age, to the vain 


Generation of Mortals that live in it, to whoſe Con- 
verſe I ſhall have Reaſon to prefer that of the Bea/ts, 
who are far more innocent, and leſs debauch'd, than 
Men. Even Lions and ,Tygers, in the utmoſt Fury 
of their Hunger, abſtain from preying on thoſe of 


their own Xind. Man is the only Cannibal who 


devours his Brother, and greedily ſwallows down 
the Blood of him who bears the ſame Image as 
A | + 5 Kin | 

I ſpeak not of the ancient Scytbians, Maſſageres, 
or Tartars ; nor of the more modern Sa/vages in 
America, who ſtuffed their greedy Paunches with 
human Fleſh. Their Barbari/m has crept, by Tran/- 


migration, into the moſt civiliz'd Empires and States; 


and is not the leſs cruel, becauſe it has changed its 
Form. % N ee ee 
KA Nor 
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Nor ds I tax the more excufable Zpicuriſm of 
thoſe; Who ramack an the Z/tments for Dalnties; 
whoſe Tables are loaded with the flaughter d Cars 
caſſes of Birdr, Beaſts, and Nies; their Houſes 
olluted with an extravagant Profuſion of the B 
f thoſe Creaturet, which the eternal Mind form'd to 
live, and enjoy the Fruits of the Earth, as well as 
— ² AAA c 
But I aecuſe the Oppreſſors of Men, thoſe Canni. 
bals in diſguiſe, whoſe very Bread is mingled with 
the Marrot of the Poor; and their greater Delica- 
cies are Raggo's, compounded of the Blood of Wi. 
dows and Orphans; Whilſt they ſtarve and ruin 
whole Families, to ſupport a needleſs Grandeur, a 
momentary Pomp, which vaniſhes almoſt as ſoon as it 
bees; 0 e 
Nye theſe Men think to pacify Heaven, by build- 


ing magnificent Temples and Oratorien; by entail- 


ing their Efates to Convents and Hoſpitals : As if 
the Omnipotent were to be brib'd; or took Pleaſure 
in Gift, which are but the Fraits of Robbery and In- 
juſtice, Can the Sacrifices of Infidels be more accep- 
table, becauſe they are made on Altars of Gold? Ot 


even the Prayers of Myſſulmans, in that they are 


breath d out in Mo/ques, built of the fineſt Marble, 
cruſted over with precious Stones, and adorned 
with Carpets, and Hangings of the richeſt Tiſ/yes 
and Brocades? The ancient Pagans can inſtruct us 


Thou wilt not think nie tedious if 1 relate a 


Paſſage which juſt comes into my Mind, of a cer- 
tain great Man in Aa; who poſſes d vaſt Herds of 
Cattle, and was accuſtomed to make magnificent 
Oblations to the Gods, This Grandee once made a 

Pilgrimage to De/phos, famous in thoſe Days for the 
Oracle of Apollu. He carried with him a hundred 
Bulls whoſe Horns were enchayd in Gold, being 

ſpurred on with extraordinary Devotion, and defign- 


ing 


SB: ee no. 2 ws 
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ing to do a ſingular Honour to the God, When he 
arrived at the Place, puffed up with his coſtly Pre- 
ſents, and the Flotteries of his Attendants; he boldly" 
approach d the Temple, thinking no Man on Earth 
more worthy of the God's Friendſhip than himfelf; 
demanding of the Pythoneſs (for ſo they calld the 
Woman, who perform'd the Office of Prieſtbobd there) 
Who, among all Mortals, made the moſt acceptable 
gaeri cer, and rted with the greateſt Bleſſing 
from the Oracle 7 (for he preſumed the Prehemmence 
would be granted to himfelf.) When ſhe anfwer'd, 
That one Clearches of Methydrium, was the moſt de. 
vout and dear to the Gods of all Men. (Op OE 
Aſtoniſh'd above meaſure, at this unexpected Re- 
ply, the vain Bigot reſolved to find out this Man, 
and learn of him what Method he took to pleaſe the 
Divinity. He haftens therefore to Methydrium : And 
when he firſt came within View of it, he deſpiſed 
the Meanneſs of the Place, judging it impoſlible, 
That one Man, or all the Town, could be able to 
preſent the God, with more magtuffcent Obllation- 
than he, Having found out Clearchus, he asked him, 
What Sacri ces he uſed to make to Apollb To 
whom Clearehus replied, 1 am & poor Man, and 


c when I go to Delp hot, I carry neither Silver nor 


« Gold, but only a Basket of Fruits, the beſt that 
« my Farm affords, which I freely offer to the 
e Potvert which govern All Things, and from 
« whom I receive whatſoeyer IT enjoy. Moreover, 
« I keep the appointed 4o/y Days; and my poorer 
« * — go chearful from my Table. I ne- 
«© ver till any Thing: Nor have I done to another 
„ that which I would not have done to my/elf, I 
ce pray to Jupiter every Morning before the Sun 
& arifes, and at Night when he goes down. I keep 
'© myſelf and my Cottage clean. In all Things 
«ele I live ke the Feats, that is, according to 
— Ce | OT. - 

[Er Thou 


France runs the greateſt Hazard ; For 


| . by this, O pious Eremit, that 
Simplicity and Iunocence are the moſt acceptable Sa- 


erifices to the ſupremely Merciful + And, that the 1 


moſt High God takes no Pleaſure in the Smoak of 
Burnt-Offerings, or the pompous Addreſſes of the 
Great; but only in the pure Flames of a devout 
Heart; the Integrity of a juſt Man, void of Deceit 
Thou, #//u/frious Mahummed, art the Perſon in 
whom theſe Things are verify d. May Gop ſhelter 
thee with his Mercies, to the Hour of Tranſmigration, 
and beyond the 44% Flight of Time, HERD 


Paris, 1/f of the $:h Moon, 
of the Year 1654. 


2 


Ts the Kaimacham. 
[ HER E are two Actions whzch take up all 


I the Diſcourſe at preſent. . One is the Siege 


of Stenay, a ſtrong Town in Flanders, before which 
the French Army is newly laid down. The other is 


the inveſting of Arras by the Spaniards. 


Tis the Prefence of many illuſtrious perſonages, 


that renders both theſe Sieges conſiderable. In the 
French Camp are preſent, the King, Cardinal Ma- 


Zarini, and all the Grandees of the Court. In the 
Spaniſh are Arch-Duke Leopold, the Prince of Conde, 
12 Duke of Lorraiz, with others of Prime Qua- 
They are very vigorous on both Sides, in preſſing 
and defending theſe two Places; as if the Fate of 
both Kingdoms were now at Stake. In my Opinion 

1. the Spa- 
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niards ſhould prove ſueceſsful in What, *tis ſaid, 
they have reſolv'd upon, that is, the Relief of Ste- 
yay ;- if they ſhould: give Battle, and get the Vic- 
tory, a Way would be open for them to penetrate 
into the Bowels of France. And tis thought many 
Towns in this Kingdom would open their Gates, 
to them, whilſt the Prince of Conde is at the Head 
of their Army, who does all Things in the Name of 
the French King: Even his Rebellion itſelſ is maſqu'd 
under the ſpecious Title, Of taking up Arms to. 
reſcue the 8 King from the Hands ef Mazarini 
and his Adherents, A pretty Way of ſeducing the 
People from their Obedience. The Partiſans, and 
indeed all the French, are divided into Cabals and 


Parties; ſome eſpouſing the Prince of Condes Intereſt, 


whilſt others manifeſt an incorruptible Loyalty to their 
Sovereign, I approve the Morals of the Latter, yet 
privately rejoice at the Treaſons of the Former, wikog 
their inteſtine Quarrels may continue till the Day o 

the Zorthboun80c 7 fn nt ho ho nf ! : 

Eliachim the Few follows the Court, Which ra- 
ther ought nov / to be called the Camp. His private 
Affairs call him that Way: from him ] receive fre- 
quent Advice of the moſt important Matters in 
that Theatre of War. He informs me that the 
King of France's Preſence in the Siege of Stenay, 
inſpires his Soldiers with more than ordinary Vi- 
gour : and that he ſhews daily Proofs of an ex- 
traordinary Courage. He was one whole Night 
on Horſeback, - Giving Orders and directing his 


' Enginzers. Next Morning be ſends a Summons to 


the Governor; who made a ſtout Reply, being reſol- 
ved to hold our to the laſt Extremity ; and there- 
fore ſallyed out of the Town with a Party of reſo. 
. Men, who kill'd near four Thouſand of the Be- 
e e in tas co 
But alafs, theſe Iaſideli are only ſtout, whilſt well 
fed: Not knowing what it is to endure the * 
275 | | 0 
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of Famine, and other intollerable Hardſhips; In all 
the Weſtern Hiſtories, they cannot match the Brave- 
- of # Garri/ox in the impregnable Fortreſs of Mer- 
, famous in our Annalr for ſuſtaining a Seven 
Tears Seige, where the mighty Timurling lay before it 
with his invincible Army. That Scourge of Heaven, 


to terrify the Beſieg d, and give em an Earneſt of his 


Reſolution, caus'd all the old Trees round about this 
Place to be cut down, and young ones to be platted 
in far gfeater Numbers: Declaring at the ſame time, 


« That he would not raiſe the Siegez till thoſe Trees 
c ſhovld be mature enough to bear Fruit: When that 


Tithe came, he ſent a Preſent of the Fraits to the Go- 


vernor of the Garriſen; as likewiſe of Muttex with 
this Meſſage, ? Thar he took Pity on ſo brave a Man, 
6+ fearing leaſt heſhould ſtarve for want of Neceſlaries. 


Ass ſoon as the Governor had receiv'd theſe pre- 


ſents, turning to the Meſſenger he ſaid; “ Go tell thy 
„ Maſter, J thank him for his Preſent, of Fruits: But, 
for the Fleſh, we ſhall have no Occaſion, ſo long as 
6 our Es afford us Milk enough to ſuſtain the whole | 
« Garriſon. And that thy Maſter may be aſſurd we 
„ are not in want of That, I will ſend him a Preſent 
« of Cheeſes made of the fame, Accordingly he com- 


manded four Cheeſes to be deliverd to the Meſſen- 


ger; which, when Timinrleng ſaw, and had heard 
the Words of the Governor, he deſpair d of reducing 

that Place, though he had laid before it //even Nars, 
wanting only tw Myon5, But had he underſtood. 
what Sort of Cbeeſes theſe were, he would, no doubt, 
have changed his Reſolution: For, it ſeems, they. 
were made of the Milt of Bitches, and were the very 
laſt Suſtenance the Garri/or had, except the F/zjþ it 


ſelf of thoſe unclean Atimals. 


— 


Believe me, ſage Miniſter, ſuch Examples of Pa- 
tience and Fortitude, are very rare. And this was 
the more reinarkable, in that it was the firſt Place, 
8 1 where 


e re 
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— that invincible Generals Hand met with a Re- 


Paris, 1/f of the 81h Mon, 


—— eee ooom——comeoonemedmeteberenea, 
ran Vo; 
To Pgnet Oglou. 
: HIS is the Anniverſary Day of my Nativity; 
which I celebrate not, as others do, on ſuch 
an Occaſion, with Mirth and Revelling, with Mufick 
and Songs, My Chamber is not perfum'd with the 
Incenſe of Arabia, nor with any extraordinary Odogrs : 
Neither is it adorn'd with Flowers, Lawre! or the 
Branthtes of green Trees, I am not at the Expence 
of coſtly Oils, to burn in a Multitude of Lamps, and 
make joyful Illuminations, as at a Fraſt. Such pom- 
| pous Vanity I leave to thoſe who, perhaps, have 
more Reaſon to be merry in this Life, than the 
' thoughtful and penſive Mahmut can find out, 
On the other Side, I ſpend not this Day in extreme 
and fruit leſs Mourning: But retaining an Indifle- 
rence of Mind, I conſecrate it to the 3 of my 
Reaſon and Contemplation; which are the only Things 


% 


conſiderable in mortal Man. . 
From the Minute that I firſt awak'd this Morn- 
ing, I have been pondering on- my ſelf, and humane 
Mature. ] ſuffered my anxious Thoughts to ſtart 
' back beyond the Hour of my Birth, reflecting on the 
Inpriſoument ] ſufſer'd in my Mother's Womb, which 
yet ] cannot in the leaſt remember, And this is the 
| Caſe of all Men, We know not how we came into 
this open Norld of Light, from that Region of Dark- 
100; nor that ever we were fo ſhut up, but as we 
= "CE e are 
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are told by our Parents; and common Experience 


confirms us, that this is the Lot of all Mortals. How 


then ſhall we be able to diſcover what State we 
were in before our Conception? whether we were 
in the Rank of Things which have Exi/tence, or whe- 


ther we were not hid in the Jomb of Nothing ? I tell 
thee, this Thought has fill d me with great Inquie- | 


tudes. I am reſtleſs to know my own Original. 


I would faip be inform'd, if that which they call 
the Soul, be a Subſtancè diftint from the Body, or 


only the finer Part of Matter, a Quinteſſence of the 
Elements. If it be diſtindt, as. I have Reaſon to be. 


lieye, twould be a ſingular Happinefs, to be fatis- 


fied where it was, before united to this Machine of 


Vleßb and Bones; and whether that Lion be do- 
luntary or ford : For 1 muſt profeſs my ſelf to be 


altogether in the Dark, as to theſe Scrutinies. Some- 


times I join with the P/atonifs, and conclude all H- 


man Souls to be Particles of the divine Nature, Beams 


of the eternal Sun; And that though our Light: be 
now obſcur'd, and veil'd under this Cloud of earthy 


Matter; yet we have formerly ſhin'd with an 


undiminyh'd Splendor, when only embody'd in they 
bllance of the Sky. 


clearer Air, or more refin'd Su 
Perhaps, think I, for ſome Errors committed in that 
Superior State, we are ſent down into theſe Bodies 
as into Priſons for our Puniſoment. Then I am vex'd 


at the fatal! Dulne/s of my Memory, that retains no 


Idea of my paſt Condition. W 
At other times (for, like all Mortals, I am ſubject 


to Change) I embrace the Doctrines of Pythagoras, 


which thou knoweſt are generally entertain d all over 
the Eaſt: And believing the Tranſmigration of Souls 
from one living Creature to another, I cannot be cer- 
tain but that I have been an Z/ephant, a Camel, or a 
Horſe, or perhaps ſome more contemptible Animal; 


and for ought I know, I have undergone all the various 
Kinds of Metamorphoſis that ever Ovid n. 
| | ow- 
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However, be it how it will, I ſee no Grounds to 


make any arm Solemnity on the Account of 


my being born to What I am now, that is, a Man; 
For I think we are the only Spedtacle of Folly and 
Miſery among all the Creatures of G. 
We boaſt of Arts and Sciences; yet the wiſeſt of 
Mortals are always moſt ſenſible, That they know no- 


thing, One Man builds a ſtately Houſe, a Place of 


Repoſe and Refuge for himſelf and his Family ; ano- 
ther comes and pulls it down, demoliſhing the only 


ſtanding Monument of his Brother's Prudence, or ra- 


ther of his Fly, who perhaps conſumed the greateſt 
Part of his E/tate in that coſtly Fabrice : Whereas 
among all his Sciences; had he but learn'd to Ko 
HimsELF, an humble convenient Cottage would 


have ſerv'd his Neceſfities, during this ſport Life, and 


ſo he might have avoided the Stroke of Envy. _ 


I tell thee, my Friend, I cannot build Altars to 


Fortune, nor adore the external Pageantry of the 
Rich and Great. I equally hate to be flatter d my 
ſelf, as thoſe who invite their Friends to ſolemnize 
their Birth. Day. ä | 

Yet in thus contemning external Honour, I do the 
greateſt Reverence to myſelf, whilſt I preſerve my 


Reaſon free from being violated or prophan d by 


Paris, 1ſt of the 8th Moon, 
of the Jtar 1654. 
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LETTER VI. 


7¹ the egg Aga, or. Sword-beaxer, ; 


to the Grand Scignior. 


v ometimes we dem to be alleep here in this City 
for want of News. But of late we have been 
— by Poſt upon Poſt: Some bringing Intelligence 
Hauch King; 
others of the Revolt of Barcelona from the Spaniards, 
But that which is of freſheſt Date, and for which all the 
Streets of Paris are this Night illuminated with Bone- 
firee, is the Relief of Arras, where the French have ob- 
tain d a glorious Victory. The Number of the Dead is 
not yet known, but faid to be very great, And 'tis 
certain the Victors have taken above Seven Thou- 
ſand Priſoners, ſixty Cannon, five thouſand Waggons, 
an equal Number of Horſes, with all the plate and 


rich Furniture of the prince of Conde, Arch-Duke 


Leepold, Francis of Lorrain, and the other Grandze: 
of the Spaniſb Army. In fine, the French are Maſters 
of the Town, and of. the Field, and all Flanders op: 
pears now too little to hold em. 

Theſe continual Succefſes redound much to the 


Eſtabliſhment of Cardinal Mazarini, who now ſeems 


above the Stroke of Misfortune ' or Malice. _ Yet 
no Man can call himſelf Happy till the Hour of 
his Death, which alone releaſes us from all human 
Miſeries. 

Some Days ago, I received a Letter from Nat 


Ben Saddi, which informs me of the Death of the 


Roman King, and of ſeveral Proctgies which were 
ſeen before, and about the Time of his Departure. 
When he was firſt taken f ck, there aroſe a vio- 


Jent Tempeſt of Wind, which blew down the Cre/: 
|  trom 
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ValV. 8 at Paare 23 
from one el their Chureber. After ths, follow'd 
2 terrible Earthquake that ſhaok the Whole City 5 
threatning to remove its Foundations. Moreover, 


an old Eagle, a Domeſtick of the Inperial palacm, 
and that had liv'd there many -Years, took Wing 
the Day before the King's Sickneſs, and [flew. quite 


away. Then the Bells of the Imperial * rung 
thrice, of their own Accord, in the Space of twelve 


Hours, Thus far the Ferws aſſure me is true. There 


are additional — — of ſtrange Apparitions that 


were ſeen about Vienna during the Sickneſs of this 
Prince, as of a Funeral Proceſſion atter Midpight, 
through the Courts of the Palace; and of a Show'r 


of warm Blood that fell at Noon-day in the Streets of 


that City. But theſe I have only from the Mouth of 
common Fame,- which, thou knoweſt does not always 
ſpeak Truth, STOP | | 


© 1 defire thee and all the Miniſters, to make Di- 


ſtinction between thoſe Paſſages which J aſcertain, 


and the doubtful Relations of the Multitude. In 


theſe Caſes, Men are * to Superſtition, and love 
to be the Authors of portentous News. But thou 
may'ſt believe what the Jer relates; for he never 


affects to be fabulous. | 
'Twould tempt one to ask, What ſtrange hidden 


Pewer produces thoſe unuſual Signs? Whether we 
Mortals are under the Cuſtody of Izvifible Beings, 
who teach the Elements and other Creatures to utter 
the future Events of Fate? Or, whether all theſe 
Things which appear ſo ſtrange and ſurprizing, be 
not mere Caſualties; Accidents of Nature happening 
of courſe, and only made remarkable by their tim- 
ing; Who knows, but that the voluntary Ringing 


ot the Bells, might proceed from the Motion of the 
Tower where they hung, during the Earthquake? 
Or, why need we wonder, that a Croſs, or a Cre- 
| ſcent ſhould be blown down from the Top of a high 


Minaret, by a violent Tempeſt of Wind? 
5 | | l 
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24 LETTEAS Hrit by Vol. V. 
Theſe Things appear to me as natural, as for the 
Rain to lodge al Wee in the Fields; or for a 
Storm to tear up Trees by the Roots, overturn 
Houſes, and commit a Thouſand other Violences. 
Neither do 1 perceive any Thing worth Admiration 
in the Flight of the Eagle. Perhaps ſome Royal Ca. 
price ſprung in the Head of that King of Bird, 
which he -neer felt before. There's nothing of 
Prodigy in all this, but only becauſe it happen d at | 
ſuch a critical Juncture. Had it been at another Time, 
no Body, perhaps, would have taken notice of it, an 
more than they do of Earthquakes at Naples, which 
are common in that Country, where the Earth is very | - 
hollow, being made ſo by Veins of continual burning Þ * 
Sulphur. They have felt ſeveral in that Xingdom | 
within theſe two Moors, as alſo at Rome; but no 
great Hurt has been done. I 


F 0. & wo 


Nathan informs me alſo, That the Venetian Am. þ 
baſſador at Vienna, has diſtributed great Sums of | +, 
Money, in Token of his Joy, for the late Victory Þ 
that Repub/ick obtained againſt the Mufſulmans. This | 
appears to me a real Prodigy, That the Oztomars who 
who are invincible by Land, yet ſtilb come off with Þ 7 
Lad. e W << 
Queen Chriſtiana of Swedes is expected here ca 
long She came to Antwerp in the Habit of a Man, 
which occafions variety of Cenſures. The French | 
call her, the Learned Amazon, ſhe being well vers d 
in many Languages and Sciences, They extol her the“ 
Virtues and Perfections, ſtiling her the Phœj‘x of Thi 
this Age. All the Weſtern Nagarenes are devout Ad- in 0. 
mirers of Women: And one of their famous Sages, Þ ty. 
whom they call Henry Cornelius Agrippa, wrote a ſe- kind 

lect Treatiſe in Praiſe of that Sex; wherein he endea- yon q 
vours to prove, That they are more excellent and no. Cont 
ble Creatures than Men. But he would find few Pro. t * 

ſelytes in the East. e 
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Vol. V. 4 Sev at Paris, 235 


is certain, there have been very famous Wo; 
men in all Ages, and it would be Envy in Men to 
deny them their due Praiſe. Such was Dido, Queen 
of Carthage, the Roman Lucretia, the Sybils, Theana, 
Pytbagoras's Wife, with his Daughter Dema, Sap. 


pbo the Poeteſs, with innumerable others, both of 


Eaft and Weſt, renown'd for their Vertue, Learning, 
or Valour in the Wars. But it does not follow, that 
they therefore ſurpaſs Me.. 

Let us keep the Rank in which God and Nature 
have placed us, without being churliſh or effeminate. 
And this is the beſt Way to get and retain the Eſteem 
of that nice Sex, who hate a Clown, and deſpiſe a 


Coward. 8 


Paris, zoth of the $th Moon, 
F the Naar 1884. 
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bt. 


70 Peſteli Hali, his Brother, Maſter of 


_ the, Cuſtoms at Conſtantinople. F 


I others T converſe (like our Women in Tur- 
| key) under a Veil When J write to the Grandeer of 
the Porte, tis neceſſary for me to diſſemble many 
Things; and to feign ſome, that I may be credited 
in others, and not be ſuſpected in all. But with 
| thee TI uſe no Artifice or Diſguiſe : Thou haſt a 


| kind of natural Right to my ſecret Thoughts, be- 
| yond the Claim of a Brother. I owe thee an entire 
Confidence on the Score of Friendſhip ; and I ſeem 
to wrong my {elf when I conceal my Sentiments 


from thee, For, beſides the Tie of Blood, we were 
| Partners together in the 


Adventures of Youth ; and 
B the. 


26 LzTTEAS Writ by Vol. V. 


the mutual good Ofhces that paſs d between us} faſ- 
tened our Affections with ſtronger Bands than 
thoſe of our Birth. Nor were we ſo unhappy as 
| | to ſuffer the little youthful Emulations, which are 
: common between Sons of the ſame Mother, to ſtifle 
| 


| the more ſolid and generous Efforts of real Love. 
Our Friendſhip grew up with our Years, cemented 
by Intereſt! as well as Affection; and I eſteem Pęſti- 
| li, but my ſelf in another Figure, If thou - haſt. the 
j ſame Regard to me, I am happy. Let us continue 
| to cheriſh this noble Paſſion : The leaſt Coldneſs or 
| Reſerve how would appear to me more hateful than a 
| Divorce, more terrible than Death © - 
Tis but reaſonable, that among the many Services 
our Great Maſter claims at our Hands, we ſhould 
| employ ſome of our Time and Care on ourſelves. We 
| owe the Sultan much, but both He and We owe 
| | Nature more, without whoſe Bounty and Pro- 
| vidence, We had never had the Honour, nor he the 
| Profit of our being in his Debt. He is more deeply 
engag' d in Fortunes Tally than We; but. in the Ac- 
compts of Nature we are all equal. She is the 
upiverſal Creditor © of Mankind. We are indebted 
to Her for all we have; yet, methinks, nothing fo 
much enhances our Score, as the ill Men->e of 
Time. In that we full run in Arrears, whilſt the 
haſty Minutes poſt forward, never to be revok'd; 
and yet we neither lay hold on em in their Flight, 
nor ſo much as imprint on any of them, the leaſt 
tranſient Mark of Vertue and Wiſdom Thus our 
Lives ſlide away without Profit, till the laſt Sand tells 
us, We are Bantrupts; Nature will not truft us 
with a Moment longer, | Et 
is Time therefore, dear Brother, for thee and 
me to lock about us; and ſince, tis impoſſible for us 
to make a full Payment, let us at leaſt compound 
wih Nature, and getting an Arguittance for what is 
paſt and irrecoverable, let us be ſure to cancel the 
55 = Tbs 
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: remaining Part of the Score, by a wiſe Improve- 

; ment oß ever Minute, ot Vo 
i Think not that Mabmnr is perſuading thee to 

i turn Nero7/e; or to beſtow all thy Time in prayer 
F Such rigorous. Devotion is. not conſiſtent with: the 

; Life of a Man in thy Station. But permit me, dear 


peſteli, to counſel thee not to build Altars to Fore 


: tune, and conſecrate all thy vacant Hours to her 
e Service. I am told, thou art grown a great Gameſter, 
e not only at the polemick Traverſes of Cbeß, but 
| alſo at Plays of Hazards: The former of the two is 


the moſt Innocent, yet tis too Intricate and Puz- 
ling, deſerves the Name of Buſineſs rather than of 
1 | Recreation: It commits a Rape on the Mind, 


© | whit it requires as much Attention and Abſtract- 
© ſs ednefs of Thought, as would deſerye to trace out 
is Conduct of a Battle or a Siege. But the latter 
# have a far worſe Influence on our Paſſions, by ex- 


„ citing us to immoderate Deſire, Hope, Joy, and 
)  Griet for mere Trifles, the uncertain Products of 
chance. Therefore, are they forbidden by aur H- 
he ” Propget. And, tis not to be number d among the 
5 ; Conftnendations of a Muſſulman, to be dextrous at 
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c | managing the Cards and Dice. LOO j 
* | When thou art diſpos d to unbend thy Mind, 1 : 
Ne | would rather counſel thee to uſe ſome healthful i 
d; Exerciſe; fuch as may ventilate thy melancholy jy 
1 Blood. Our Fathers were won't at ſuch Times to Vw 
at Þ divert themſelves with Bows and Arrows, Hunting, br 
oy Wreſtling, and the like manly: Paſtimes; thus, making i 


their private Recreations ſubſervient to the Publick, 
* whilſt they - ſported themſelves. into the Diſcipline 
1 + of: War, and inur'd; their Bodies to Labour cven 
Mm t thoſe Hours when their Minds ſought Reſt _ | 
ry What! tho' C/audius Ge/ar devoted himſelf to 
me | Gaming with Dite, and wrote a Boot, in Praiſe of his 
3 Follys: Whit ! tho" Domi tian the Emperor, and Thee. 
; ' worich, King of the Goths, ſpent whole Nights and 
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Days in this unprofitable Play 2 Thou haſt not read 
or heard of ſuch Examples among the renowned 
Sons of Ottoman. Our Glorious Sultans were never 
vacant to theſe Fooleries. And if they had, their 
Practices cannot juſtify a Subject's Imitatian. Nei- 
ther wouldſt thou be ſo in Love with Gaming, 


didſt thou conſider What 1 Deſtinies have 


commonly attended the Votaries of Fortune. Whole 
Eſtates have been ſquander d away at Dice in a 
Night, Families ruin d, and the Gameſter/ himſelf 
impriſoned in the Morning. He that Veſterday was 
Maſter of great Poſſeſſions, and a Companion for 


Princes, by the Effects of this accurſed Vanity, has #: 
bereav'd himſelf of All, and is to Day become the 


Scorn of Beggars. : 
The Chineſe are ſo bewitch'd with Love of Gam- 


ing, that when they have loſt all their Stakes, they Þ i 


pawn themſelves, their Wives and Children; which 
if the Fortune of the Dice turn againſt them, become 
all Band- ſlaves to the Winner. Here is a Derviſe in 


this City of the Order of the Feſuirs, who lately 


came from China. Among other learned Men, I 
ſometimes converſe with him. He relates many 
pretty Paſſages of that People, but one is Tragical, 
whereof he himſelf was an Eye-Winefs. - 
He ſays, That in the Province of Queintong, a cer. 
tain Neblemam who had ſerv'd in the Wars, and ac- 
uir'd great Fame and Honour, was envied by one 
of his Neighbours who likewiſe had been a Captain, 


and much in favour at the Court. Their Emulations 
carried em to many ill Offices, and at laſt to open 


Defiance. The Emperor being made ſenſible of the 


Hatred that was between theſe two Officers, and be- 


ing unwilling, their Fury ſhould precipitate them 
to the Ruin of each other became hunſelf an Arbi- 
trator of their Quarrel ; laying his Commands on 
'em, to embrace and eat together, which is an aſſu- 
red Token of Reconciliation and Friendſhip. in that 


Country. 
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Country. wh They obey'd the Will of their Sovereign. 


But ſitting up late one Night at Dice, it was the 


Captains ill Fortune to loſe all he had to the Noble- 
man. Mad at his unlucky Chance, and in Hopes 


to retrieve his Loſs, he ſends for his Wife and three 


young Sons, who with himſelf he pawn'd to the No- 


leman for a conſiderable Sum of Money, and fell 


afreſh to play: But Fate was his Enemy; he loſt All. 


| Whereupon in Deſpair he ſtabs his Wife and three 


Children, and laſtly falls on his own Sword ; glory- 
ing, that he and his Family ſhould thus Eſcape a hated 
Captivity to his old Enemy. C 


Tell me, dear Peel, hadſt thou ſeen this Trage- 
dy, would it not have made thee reſolve againſt Gam- 


ing during thy Life? Aſſuredly, our e Prophet 


ftrowns from his Paradiſe on thoſe who violate his 


Laws. He knew our Paſſions, and which were the 
moſt dangerous; therefore he prohibited ſuch 


I Things as are moſt likely to betray us to Violence, 
ind an ineurable Diſorder. If thou wilt acquit thy 


ſelf a good: Muſſulman, thou muſt not leap over theſe 
Prohibitions, accounting them ſmall and indifferent 


Trifles. Remember the ſaying of the Holy Doctor, 


and Leader of the Mu ſſulman Armies, the chaſte O/- 


L man, A little Spark will ſet a whole City on Fire. Ard 
the Roman Satyri/ has obſery'd, That no Man be- 


| Cones wicked all at once, Think then with thyſelf 
tis for this Reaſon the Me/erger of Gop has forbid 
Gaming to the true Faithful, not as a Thing in it 
ſelf naturally Evil, but only morally, fo as it is a Step 
to the greateſt Vices. For whilſt we captivate ourſelves 
to Chance, we loſe our Authority over our Paſſions, 
| We ſtand or fall at the uncertain Caſt of the Dice. We 


are Slaves to the feebleſt Wiſhes ; which if they ſuccecd 


not, we grow Furious, Profligate and Impious. Ba- 


niſning all Prudence, Temperance and Juſtice, we be- 
come Impudent, and fit for the blackeſt Crimes. 


. Take 
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30 LEZTT ERS Hrit by Vol. V. 
Tanke not in ill Part the wholſome Admonition of a 
Brother, who manifeſts his Love in thus reproving thee 
without Flattery, . Uſe the ſame Freedom when thou 


| heareſt 1 am, guilty of any unneceſſary Vice: For the 


Publick Service turns ſome Vices into Virtnes. 


Taris, 1475 F the oth Moon, 1 5 
of the Tear, 1654. 


i 1s BER ee 
To the Reis Effendi Principal ' Secretary 
| of the Ottoman Empire. 


1 


Believe thou haſt a Mind to try my Temper, to 
make an Experiment upon me, and ſee whether 


Im Proof againft thy Anger: Elſe, why ſhould Ke- 


van Baſſas Buſineſs be reviv'd again, after it had been 


bury'd above theſe four Years? I examine not what 


mighty Intereſt thou haſt in that Officer, that thou 
afreſh eſpouſeſt his old Quarrel, as it twere thy own, 


5 Thy Affairs are beſt known to thyſelf. But let me 
tell thee, twill not redound much to thy Credit to 


be found Partial. I honour thee with all the Devoir 
that is due to a Miniſter in thy Station, and with 


ſomething more; For the Eſteem à Man has for his 


Friend, is ſingular and beyond Ceremonies: Rut 
ſtill he owes ſome Regard to himſelf. Self- preſerva- 
tion is rooted in the Center of our Nature; and few 
will be knowingly Complaiſant to their Ruin. I am 
puzzled what to think, or how to write, thy laſt Let» 
ter has put me into ſuch a Hurly-burly. A thou- 


ſand Imaginations, like Whurlwinds, tear up my molt 


folid Thoughts by the Roots I'm in as wild 2 
Condition as a Man in an Earthquake, leaping this 
Way and that Way, yet knows not where to fix his 


It 


Foot in Safety. 


Vol. V. 4 SP YH PARTS. 31 
If I perſevere in calling thee Friend, perhaps, thou 
wilt accuſe me of Preſumption. If I change my Stile, 
and ſappoſe thee under another Character, Ingratitude 
wiͤll be laid to my Charge. To vindicate my Actions, 
will be interpreted Obſtinacy; and to on myſeit 
in the Fault, will be counted Weakneſs: Nay, 
all the World will call me Fool in condemning 


myſelf for Things whereof I never was Guilty. 
What ſhall I do in this Caſe? I am naturally 
Thoughtful and Melancholy, The Words thar 

ſpring from Reſentment, cleave faſt to my Mind, 

and breed a thouſand Inferences, My buſy Appre- 
} benlion extracts Menaces out of the moſt artificial 
Expreſſions. I look on myſelf, as mark'd out for a 
' Sacrifice one time or other, The Will of Deſtiny 
o | be done, early or late: I will not go out of my Road 


er to avoid it: Since it is but ill Husbandry of Time, to 
-borrow it from the ineffable Joys of Paradiſe, to 

en multiply a few Days or Years of a miſerable Life on 

at ® Earth, | | 5 

ou | As for the Traaſurer and the reſt of my Accuſers, let 
n. them know, that I will perſevere in doing my Duty to 
ne the Grand Seignior, without warping to the Right- 

o hand, or to the Left, for Fear or Favour. _ Tous 
or F But if my Private Agency in theſe Parts meets with 


ith | Rubs and Checks for want of Money, let the Blame 
hs reſt on thoſe whoſe Charge is to ſupply me with 
aut i what is neceſſary for a Man in my Station: For 
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va- | henceforward, Mahmut will be reproach'd no more | 
ew | tor demanding his Penſton. e Vie 

an | Think not tis an eaſy Thing for a Man to be zl. | 
et. ways a Counterfeit, and never to have his Mind un- | 
ou- bent; to act two contrary Parts at the fame Time, | 
nolt to be True and Falſe; a Mu/ulman and Servant of : 


i 2 Þ the Grand Seignior in Reality; a Chriſtian and Subict 
this of France in Appearance. My Soul is perpetuallyſtretch- 
Jus ed upon the Rack of watchful Thoughts and buſy 
| Invention, leſt by ſome improvident Word or Deed, 
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caſions, or thoſe of his Nephews, to be the extreme 
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my Diſguiſe ſhould fall off, and J appear in my naked 


Colours. n e | 
Tis but Reaſon, therefore, that whilſt this vaſt 
Sollicitude takes up all my Faculties, the Care of my 


Subſtance ſhould reſt on thoſe who employ me. Let 


not the Miniſters of the benign Port be peeviſh at me 
without a Cauſe : For I imprecate, ſerene Grandes, 


that Gop would ſplit my Soul into Ten thouſand 


immortal Splinters, if ever I betray my Truſt. But 
needleſs Suſpicion would tempt a Man to Trea- 
che, 481% 48 | 


Paris, 1 ath of the 10th Moon. 
e the Tear 1654. 


LETTER IX. 
25 the Venerable Mufti. 


TW HE Pope has been ſick for a conſiderable time, 
and 'tis now ſtrongly reported, he is dead. 


They talk of an Expreſi that is come to the Chance. 


lor of France, to certify him of it, and to conſult 
about the next Election. But this is not credited here ; 
being only look d upon as a Roman or Spaniſh Arti- 
fice, to K the Inclinations of this Court before · 
hand, that ſo they may be able to countermine the 
French Intereſt, when the Pope ſhall really die. And 
tis not expected he ſhould live long, being of a great 
Age, and worn out with Cares and Sicknelß 1 

Tis certain he has made his Vill, wherein two 
Millions of Gold are given to the Treaſury, founded 
by his Predecefſors, to ſerve the Church in its extreme 
Neceſſities, But *tis a Thouſand to One if ſome fu- 
ture Pontiff, ſucceeding in that Chair, do not, in his 
unerring Judgment, interpret his own perſonal Oc- 
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Neceſſities of the Church 3 and then, all this hu ge 
Maſs of Wealth is infallibly gone. 


He has likewiſe bequeath'd large Legrcies to his 


Sigter in late, whom they call Donna Olympia, and to 
others of his Relations and Creatures. And tis thought, 
this Lady will more than doubly pay herſelf having 


| the Management of all his Affairs. ndced during his 
Reign, it may be ſaid, the whole Roman Church was 
aſe by a Woman : For this Prelate would never 


o any thing without her Advice. 
She was born of an obſcure Family, but is of a high 


Spirit, ambitious of Rule and a Perfon of great Abili- 


ties: Extremely Covetous and Subtle ; turning and 
winding all Events to her own Profit. All Preferments 


were at her Diſpoſal : She ſold B7/bopricks, Abbies, 


and, other Eccleſiaſtical Dignities at her own Rates, 
and to whom ſhe pleas'd In fine, whoſoever had any 


. Buſineſs with the Pope, made their Addreſſes to her. By 


which means ſhe has heap'd together a prodigious 


Treaſure, and is eſteem'd the richeſt Lady in Eu- 


rope. Tis thought ſhe would have fold even the 


Pope and Rome itſelf, the Capital Seat of the Chri- 


ian Empire, rather than refus'd a proportionate Offer 


of Gold, could ſhe have met with a Chapman to 
her Mind. This would have been a Merchandiſe 
fit for the Grand Seignior, were it not reſerw'd as a 
Art for the Victorious Arms deſtin'd to conquer all 
The French ſeem mightily concern'd for the Tra- 
gedies acted in Poland by the Myſcovites. *Tis af- 
firmd that they have taken the Town of Yitebshs 
by Storm (putting Men, Women and Children to 
the Sword) with divers others Cities and Places of 
Strenpth : And that they have laid in Aſhes all-rbe 


Towns and Villages round about S molensto; fo that 


there is nothing to be ſeen but Ruin and Deſolation 


for above a hundred Miles round that City; which 


allo is now cloſely beſieg' d by the Forces of the Czar. 
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If theſe Northern Tnfidels. go on, and make ſuch 
bloody Work wherever they come, they will in a ſhort 
Time, over-run and diſpeople all Europe. But tis to 


be hoped the Tartars, who are lately enter'd into a 


League with Poland, will put a ſtop to the cruel Vi- 


| Rories of the Maſeaviter, and chaſtiſe the Treaſon of 


the C Hacks, who join with them contrary to their 
Talib given to the King of Poland. 

They ſay, four Grandees of Tartary are arrived as 
Hoftazes at Warſaw, and as many Lords of Poland 
are ſent on the ſame Errand to the Court of the Cham; 


who, as a farther Evidence of his Integrity, has re- 


leas'd all the Poliſh Captives in his Dominions, and 
tent the Ambaſſadors of the Cofſacks home, without 


_ their Noſes and Ears, as a Mark of his irreconcileable 


Indignation at their Infidelity. 
In the mean while, I am extremely afflicted to 


hear of our continual Loſſes by Sea. They fay here, 
that above fix thouſand Mu/ulmans were killed in 


the late Fight in the He//e/pont; and that we have 
loſt ſixteen Gallies, beſides Ships of Var. That 
Element one would conclude, is fatal to the Oftoman 
Empire. Neither haue we had much better Succeſs 
by Land this Campaign, Yet Chaſaein the Vi ier 
Arxem, and General in Candia, has perform'd very 
Heroick Things. To ſpeak impartially, and give duc 
Honour to our Enemies, the Malteſes, e 
and French, have not been wanting in any Point of 


Bravery. Which alſo redounds to the greater Honour 


of the Maſſulmani, in that they draw their Sword 
againſt the Flower of Chriſtendom, and not againfi 
Owls and Pigmies. Such are the Per/ians, when we 
encounter em; for either they dare not endure the 
Luſtre and ſtand the Brunt of our invincible Arms; 
or if they do, they fink under the firſt Shock. 

When I name choke Hereticks, I fpit on the Ground 


in Deteſtation of their Errors: For they are worſe 
than the Zindick and Giafers, 1 have more Charity 


for 
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for a Chriſtian or a Few, than I have for theſe Vers. 


min of the Land. In fine, I wiſh they were extir- 

ated from the Earth; and that they may after this 
Life, be either metamorphos d into Hogs, which 
Creature thou knowelt, is an Abomination to all 
good Men and Angels (and they already reſemble 
it in their Uncleanneſs) or elſe that they may become 
the Aﬀes of the Feros in Hell, to carry ther r Burthens 
for a ae Ages. 2 


paris, I 7th of the 1175 Moon, 
brides Year 554 


r 


LETTER X. 


To Peſteli-Hali, his Brother, Maſter © 
x the Grand Seignior s Cuſtom. 5 


Ao. 


5 "ns Gop of our Fathers grant thee: as aud! Joys 
every Minute of thy Lite, as feel at this In- 


kat Wilt thou know the: Occaſion of this unufal 


Tranſport * 2 1 hardly believe myſelf, when I tell thee: 
of an Adventure, the moſt ſurprixing that ever hapgen- 
ed to me ſince my Arrival i this City, And perhaps 


thou wilt think I romance dn relating it: But allure 
thyſelf, that of a Truth Oucomiche our ue 18 ab 


fie? Time in Paris, with our Couſin T/oafi”? 10.45 


May a thouſand foft” Paſſions thrill rhy Heart, 


when thou readeſt this News, as they did mine, 
when at my Chamber Door I firſt ſaw and knew the 
Face of her that bare me, after I had given her 
over for Dead long ago; for I had heard no Tidings; 
of her theſe eleven Years. Good Gow! fo ſtrange and 
unexpected a Sight, had almoſt difmantled my Sen- 


jes, thoſe Our-works of the So“. For! a While [ 


food ſtil, aftoniſh'd\ and trembling with: Ecltaſie, 1 
was not prekatly” ſatisty d, ee I bebeld a 
C6 Mortal 
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Morial or the Ghoſt of one: For they ſay theſe ap- 
pear in the ſame Forms as they re when alive. Nei- 
ther Age nor Travel, with all other Infirmities and 


Croſſes of human Life, had fo alter'd her Complexion, 


but that J eaſily diſcern d manifeſt / Features, Linea- 
wents and Air of my Mother, I conclude therefore, 
it muſt be She, or her Apparition, if there be any 
mel Things, 7 NES Gs e e 

Theſe were my firſt Thoughts, in that Waking 
Trance : But her Voice and Addreſs ſoon put me out 
of Doubt; when impatient to ſee me ſtand like one 


Thunder-ſttuck, ſhe ran to me with open Arms and 


Tears of Joy in her Eyes, crying out with a Tone and 
Affection peculiar to Women, > thou alive, my Son 
Mahmut? Do theſe Eyes ſee thee, or am F in 4 
Dream: Sy 7 . 

For my Part I was as much upon the Rapture as ſhe, 
and hardly knew how to deport myſelf; or what to 
ay or do, Yet the Fear I was in. leaſt ſome body in 
the Houſe ſhould over hear us, and make ill Conſe- 

nees of this Paſſionate Interview, taught me a 
Leſſon of Moderation and Prudence. Wherefore I 
beckon'd to her to ſuppreſs her Paſſions, and converſe 
by Jigm, as the < is at the Myſterious Porte. 
Thoſe ſilent Expreſſions of our mutual Love, Joy, and 
Admiration, were not leſs ſignificant, becauſe not 
cloathd in Words. Thou knoweſt there's Eloquence 
enough in this mute Language And I was jealous of 
Words, left ſome inquiſitive Soul might underſtand us, 
_ though we convers'd in Arabic, | 

After our firſt Enderrments and Tenderneſſes were 
over, in which my Couſin Z/ozf alſo had his Share, 
(for we were all reciprocally overjoy'd to fee one 
another in this Neſt of Infide/s) I began to conſult 
_ the Safty of us all Three, in providing convenient 
Lodgings for my Mother and Kinſman. In oi der 
to this we made a Viſit to Bliachim the Few, who 
entertain d us at a Banquet, after the Faſhion of ” 

: | | | | 4/i, 
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Bop. We adviſed with that honeſt Hebr#zo about our 
airs, I having made frequent and ſufficient Proof of 
= 15 Fidelity and Fricndſhip. in fine he took them both 
into his Houſe, under the Notion of Greeks, his Ac- 
JW quaintance ; x judging this the ſecureſt Way to prevent 
= ay Diſcovery, or even the leaft Suſpicion of our 
Circumſtances, They have continued there theſe five 
— 2 and their Character has not been queſtion'd by 
Tvifit em daily, and we paſs away many Hours 
1 n redordſcingy the different Adventures of our Lives, in 
Adiſcourſng of our Friends in Arubia, Greece, and other 
Parts of the World, and in concerting the beſt Me- 
thods to ſerve one another, till Death ſhall divide us 
from ourſelves, as well as from our Friends, and rank 
us in the Liſt of Invif3le Brings, whoſe "State and 
Quality we know not. 
"Well, but all this while, Thelievethoy art impatient 
= know what Motive of Pe- n Turn of For- 
une, drove them into ſo remote 4 Region as Frante, 
̃ a Country inhabited by none but Fafidets* Shall I tell 
tee in a Word? "Twas Love, on ber Fart, and the | 
i= Deſire of Novelty, on His. 
2 Our Kinſman Z/ozf, from his Childhood, fol pow- 
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' erful Inclinations to travel : Which encreas'd with his 
d | Years, and were much heighten'd by his converſe with 
"= reeks, Armenians, Franks, and ſome Maſſulmans at 
be Conftantinoplt, who had ſeen miny! Foreign Wee 8 
of i both i in the Eaft and Vet. | 
s, | The Relations they made of the Curioſities they if 
dad feen, and of hate own Ad ventutes, fir'd his [ 
re | youthful Blood, and he form'd a Reſolution to de- 5 
re, | part with the firſt Convenience from Conſtantinople, | 
ne | and viſit all the Regions in the Worlg, if his Life and x 
ulr 1 Health would hold out. I formerly acquainted thee, " 
ent | Chat he ſurvey'd the greateſt Part of Aa. Since * 
der | which he fer forth again; and having finiſhed his fl 
ho 1 Travels in that Qzarter of the World, he bent his ti 
the Courſe for Africh * ere he viſited” Egypt, 0 4 
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bary, the Empire of Morocco and Fez ; with that of 
the Athiopians, and many other Regigns under the 
Torrid Zone, too tedious for me at this time to mention 
particularly, becauſe I write in haſie,, Hereafter I ſhall 
give thee a more particular Account of his Obſerya- 
tions, Sc. Wherein thou wilt find, that J/ , has 
not altogether loſt his Time. 

At length having ſatisfy'd himfelf with whatſoever 
he thought, worthy to be ſeen and known in that 
Southern Traci, he parted from Fez; with. a Deſign. to 


ſce Europe. Some Bills of Exchangs,cauſed him to 
take Grand Caire in his Way, where he encqunter'd 
my Mother She perceiving, that he would take 
Shipping directly for Fance, reſolv d to lay hold on 
ſo favourable an Opportunity of ſeeing me once more 


before ſne dyed. Wherefore imparting her Deſign 
to him, Ion, offer d her his | utmoſt Service And 


having ſettled her Aﬀairg at Caire, and pach d up her 


Maney, Jewels and ther Necellarigs, they, took the, 
Road of Scanderom where they ſoon. axriv.d.; and 


putting themſclyes, into che Habit of Greeks, a, 
alſo iſpeakmg pretty well that Language, and the 
Lingua Franca, they bargaimd with the Maſter of a a 
Veſſel then lying in the Harbour, and bound for 


Mar/eilles, He took them on board, and under 
the Protection and Favour of Haaren, they arriv'd 
ſafe at Ma 4 cilles, and are now in this City. r.! 
Let amidſt all the Pleaſure I canceive in the Preſence 
of, ſo, near a Relation as a Mother, I am not without 
fome Qualms of Fear, leaſt ſome unfortunate Occur- 
rence ſhould difcover her to be no Chriſtian: For 
then, the Iſſue might prove dangerous both to her and 
me. . . 5 

As for 1/ouf, he deſigns to tarry no longer in 


Paris, than to inform | himſelf of What is moſt re- 


markable in this City, and to ſatisfy the other Ends 


of a Traveller. From. hence, after he has viſited the 


chickeſt Cities in France, he talks of Trayelling 
5 8 Mes into 
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into Flanders, Holland, Germany;, Swedeland, and 
the ether Kingdoms of Europe. But for Spain or 
Portugal he has no Thought ; cither out of Fear of the 
Inguiſition, which is very ſevere in thoſe Countries; 
or out of an Averſion to the People who expell'd 
the Moors, of which he relates very Tragical Sto. 
ries, Which they told him during his Reſidence at 
Morocco and Fez, In a Word, he gives this Character 
of a Spantard, that he isa Mungrel, between a Man 
and a Devil. He likes the Company of the French, in 

Regard they converſe with a natural and unreſerv d 
Freedom, which becomes them very well. But he has 
ſpoke with none but Travellers yet, Who have been 
otherwiſe employed, than in fludying the artificial 
Diſguiſe of Courtiers If he ſojourns the Space of 
three Moons in this Kingdom, he will find ſome of 

the French as affected in their Way, as other People: 
He will encounter with a new Sort of Frenchman in 
every Provinte. For France is a mere' Gallimanfry, 
made up of the Fragments and Remnants of other 
Nations. They differ alſo in their Language, as well 


as in their Manners, one from another; So that the 


Inhabitants of Ga/coigne and Bretagne can hardly be 
underſtood by thoſe of Paris and Bleis, with the 
adjacent Paris The Weſtern People are not cu- 
rious in preſerving the Dialect of their Fathers, but 
every Age introduces a Change in their 'Spzvth : Ne- 
ther are they diligent in retaining "their Genea/opres, 
Whereas in the E/, thou knowelt the Languages re- 


main uncorrupted, the fame now as they were two 


thouſand Years ago, or from the Confiſion of Babel. 
The ſame Care we Arabiars, have of our Tribes and 
Families. e FRIES) 

Son of my Mother, when thou readeſt the two 
enclos'd, and ſhalt ſee the very Hand- writing of the 
dear Oucomichi, and Iſouf our Kinſman; let thy Heart 


be liks the Valley of Ansin, fragrant as a Grove of 


Spfces 


City, had Liberty to frequent your Synagogues, and 
Muſt you needs rail at em in plain Talian too? And 


Worlds? Or, what ſignifies it, if they are guilty of 
Ten thouſand Injuſtices and Follies among them- 
ſelves, whilſt you live quietly under their Protection 
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Spices: For then thy Eyes will convince thee, that 
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To Adonai a lew, Priſoner in tbe Tower 


1 " 
* 


thee to meddle with their Religion and Laws * Was 
it not enough, that Thou, and ah the Feros in that 


there curſe the Chriſtians in antiquated. Hebrew © 


— 1 . 


that over your Cups, when Men ought to be good 
natur'd,to all the World ? Of, what Import is it to 
you, whether they be Idelaters or no, ſo long as 


they give you leave to adore. Oxe Gop, Creator of the 


0 


and Government? Adonai, I am aſham'd. of the Im- 
morality of thoſe , of thy Nation. I bluſh, for your 
Ingratirude, Pride, and Malice. Surely, if the Na- 
Zarenes did really believe what they profeſs, ar 

: would 
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” would ſacrifice you all to the Gho/? of their Meſiar, 
whom they ſay you. Crucify'd. They would not 
leave a Je living in Chri/tendom, but do their ut- 
moſt to exterminate you from the Earth. I ſpeak 
not this as my Wiſh; but only to upbraid your Imper- 
tinence and Vanity, in thus fooliſhly Prong thoſe, 
with whoſe Permiſſion it is, that you hve and enjoy 
the Ss, et ðͤv ĩͤ 8 
The Prophet Maſes, your Lawgiver, left you an- 
other Rule, a Leſſon of, Civility, when he ſaid, Ye 
Fall not blaſpheme the Gods of the People. Had thou 
and thy Companions obey d this Precept, ye might 
have been at Iuüberty: But tis bad falling into the 
* Hands of the Iuguiſtion. However, I am glad to 
hear, that you are not tranſported to the Caſtle of 
St Angels; that would have been a tragical Re- 
move at this Juncture. But now, as I'm inform'd, 
not one of you is in Danger: For they ſay, that 
au the Priſoners in Rome are by Cuſtom releaſed 
upon the Death of the Pope, except thoſe who are 
in that fatal Fyrtreſt. And tis generally ſuppoſed 
the good old Ca/iph is no long livd Man. For they 
never uſe to remove the Priſoners deſigned for Death, 
tdi the PHHcians are paſt all hopes of the holy Fas 
= AAA e 
However, in regard there is no Certainty in hu- 
man Affairs, but a 2 Change and Circula- 
tion of Events; leaſt ſome unhappy turn of Fortune 
ſhould either now continue thy Reſtraint, or here- 
after bereave thee of thy Liberty, I ſend thee here 
enclos d, a Receipt of a chymical Liquor, which may 
be of ſome Service to thee in all the ſtrongeſt Priſon 
on Earth. Twas revesl'd to me by my Mother, who 
learn'd it of an Egyptian Artiſt at Caire. Deſpiſe it 
not, becauſe it comes from a Woman's Hand: For 1 
have made an Experiment of it, and find it effectual. 
Twill render Iron as brittle as Glaſs. Tis more 
powerful than the Water of the River Sys, which 
„ 8 | | "RG -: 
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no Veſſel could hold, but the Hoof of a Male. Aſter 
an Hours Application, thou may ſt tnaake the thickeſt 
Bars, Chains and Bolts fly in a thouſand Livres, as as 
if they were made of Porcelain, "> 
Thou wilt not wonder at this, "Wh the con 
ſider ſt the innumerable i Me Inventions of Men 


prying into the Secrets of Nufure, and fortunate in 
their Searches. Above all 
Light the greateſt Prodigies of Art and Know/edge, 


This myſter1 10us Science, was the peculiar Boaſt of 


the primitive Egyptians, from whence all other Na- 


tions learn'd it. And had not Moſes himſelf been in- 
ſtructed from his Youth in all the Learning of Egypt, 
Perhaps! he Would have been at a Loſs, when he cal 


cin'd the golden Caf, and gave the Duſt to the / 


rae/ites to be mix d in their Drink, as the only Expia- 
tion of their 7do/afry, Doubtleſs, this Secret, among 


_ others, was tranſmitted down to thoſe Times, from 


Philemon the good Prieſt who was in the Number of 
them who eſcap'd the Flood in Noab's Ark, and 


whoſe Grandſon Maſar was the firſt _— Bgypr 
after the Deluge. | 
Philemon, the better to eſtabliſh. the Stafh. of his 


Ofipring,' reveald to them many hidden Things: 


taught them the Hierog/yp51 of the Dgebel Pharan, 


or the Pyramids, with all the Myſteries of the Ta/i/- 


mans, and the chymical Preparations of Moncatam ; 
the forcible Waters and Eſſences, Powders and 
| other Ingredients, | by which they made Marble as 


pliable as Wax or Clay. Theſe Things he had learn'd 
of thoſe who -periſh d in the Hood: He retain'd the 


Wiſdom of the Ancients, his Coevals and Predeceſſors: 


leaving the Rudiments of ſo profound a Knowledge 
to his Poſierity, as an invaluable Treaſure, of which 


they could never be robb'd. Thus Science became 


hereditary to the Coptites, who bear that Name from 
Coptin, the Son of Maſar, the firſt King of Egypt, 


line the Rainbow appear d in the Clouds. And 


"Twas. 


miftry has brought to 


N 


Vol, V. a Ser at Ponca 
'rwas from one oof that, Race, my Mother learn d char 


adirable Secrets... 
Truſt not to Words, but, try, the Experiment, 
The . Receipt, will give thee all neceſfary Directions: 


Vet I counſel thee not to be big wich it, Iike hi 
who having found out the Art o 


making Glaſs mals 
leable, or fit to be bea by the Hammer i into an Shap 2 
or Figure, as the :lver-Coiths work their Metal, . 


needs go and diſcover his Secret to the Prince, expect- 


ing a great Reward: When on the contrary he loſt his 


Head on the Spot; the Prince. thinking it great In- 


jultice, that ſo many thouſand People as got their Bread 


by making of common Glaſſes, ſhould be all ruined, 


to pro rote one Man's Profit and Adv 0 l. 


In fine, uſe this Secret to ſerve thy elf, or the 


Cauſe thou art ingaged in: But truſt it not to an- 


other, unleſs on the ſame equal Terms as I commit 
it to thee, wherein the greater Hazard 18 thine 1 in di- 


yulging ih. 


Paris, 1575 of the 17 Moi: | 
NG Year 15 


pl 
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7 Mehamet, once an Eunuch Page is 


_ the' Seraglio, but now an Exile its 
Egypt, at Grand Caire, . _ 


W. HEN I fir eqn] of thy Baniſhment foo 
the /mperial-Palace and City, think not that 
I was fad, or entertain'd the uſual Sentiments of a 
Friend, on ſuch Occaſions. No, I tell thee on the 
contrary, I rejoic'd, (yet not with the Joy of an 
en at chat ſceming Misfortune, as * 1 
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44 Lerrzxs Writ ly vol. v. ; 
has deliver d this from a real ar in Wii, x accord. - 
to my Preſages, all the Attendance o thy Mi 72 
15 the old Deen: pt ſoon after involv d. 4 , 
0 art oblig'd to Bacehus, for that fortunate 
Cila hy; which tho it for a while ec thy Honour 5 
yet was the only Means to fave thy Life 
"When 1 eh ſent thee an Account of my 
Impriſonment here, "ing how 1 was regald by uy 
= Keeper at a Banquet of Vine; when in that Letter 1 
4 5 05 the Advocate for the Juice of the Grape, 1 
G little thought that thou would'ſt ever make an Ex- 
i perlment of that Bug- bear Liquor. Though I know 
l tis common, even in the 5. Ws to drink Vine 
l rivately; and chafe away Mclanchotly, the conſtant 
| Familia of Reſtraint and Servitude, With generous 
i Tompotations. 
| Tam no Stranger to the counterfeit Sickneſs of thoſe, 
; who, for the Sake of this ſtolen Mirth, put them- 
4 ſelves into the /nfirmary, that they may there carouſe 
3 with Freedom, and drink Healths to the Grand Seig- 
# nior without ſuſpicion. © 
Were it not for the convenient Situation of that 
Apartmene and the Favour of the Boftangi's, no 
ine could find admittance into the Seraglio, ſave 
what is for the Grand Seignior's Uſe. But now bis 
$/aves drink it as merrily as #e + And I am not for- 
ry that thou art one of the Number, *Tis a ground- 
leſs Superſtition to refuſe the Giſt of Divine Libe- 
rality, and deny ourſelves the Uſe of that Plant, 
which was made to cheer the Hearts of Mortal. | 
Nay, our ho/y Traditions thetaſelves, and all our D- 1 © 
_ ors tacitly own, that the Vine is allowable, and that 
it was fay'd among the reſt of the Vegetables, by Noah (a 
in the Ar : And that holy Prophet curs'd the Dei 
for ſtealing it away. Perhaps the Story will not be f 
unpleaſant to the. 105 
When Gor commanded Neab, d 1 Compani. HA 


ens, to defced out of the A7 in Peace, they built J Or 
them | 


oe 


©... 
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dem Houſes, and began to exerciſe Hasbandry r They 
ſow'd Corn, and the Seed of other Vegetables : They 
planted alſo all forts of Trees; but When they came 
to look for the Vine it could not be found. Then it 
was told Noah by the Angel, that the Devil had ſtol n 

it away, as having ſome Right to it. Wherefore 
Noah cited the Devil to appear before the Angel in 
the Name of Gob, to anſwer his Theft. The Angel 
gave Judgment, that the Vine ſhould be divided be- 
tween em into three Parts, whereof the Devi/ ſhould 
have Two, and Noah One; ; to which both Parties con- 
ſented : Whereby it is evident, that Man has ſome 
ſhare in the Juice of the Grape.” For this was the 
Deciſion of Gabriel, That when Ta Thirds of the 
Liquor of this Fruit ſhould, be evaporated away in 
boiling over the Fire, the Remainder ſhould be. law- 
ful for Neab. and his Pofterity-to drink. And thou 
knoweſt, we Mufſulnans generally by this Law in 
preparing our Wine, | 

Let the Devil therefore, i in the Name of Gon, have 
his ſhare in his tempting Fruit, and then there can 
be no Injuſtice in enjoying our own Part. For When 
that which inebriates is ſeparated by Fire from the 
relt, this Liquor becomes pure, holy, and bleſſed. 
1 his is the Sentence of the Ancients, the immediate 
Auditors of the Meſſenger of Gop, as is to be ſeen in 
the Manu/cripts.they. left behind them; which, tho 
they are rare and difficult to be met with, yet ſuch 
as diligently ſeek Wiſdom ſhali not loſe; their Labour. 
Abu Becre Ebn Mabumet has taken great Pains -to 
collect the Memoirs of Antiquity. He was a learned 
Doctor among my Countrymen of the Houſe of Sulpb, 
(may he reſt under the Umbrella's of mit. 7 
From him I had this Relation. 

But cell me, my dear Mebemet, Y thou knewell, 
how. cam'ſt thou to be the only Man that had the 
paod Fortune to be ſentenc d to this happy Diſgrace ? 
Ong if chou art 3 I will tell ches. For it ſeems | 
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the Reſt of the Company in that Night's Revel were 
diſcover'd as well as thou, yet eſca 0 all Cenſute. It 
looks, as if they were deſignedly referv'd for Victims, 
to 4 more inexorable Revenge. And the Event juſti- 
fies this Conjecture; ſince within the Circuit of the 
Moon, not only they, but all the ſurviving Creatures 
of the Sultana Kioſem, were ſtrangled. = 
Therefore ein I pronounce thee Happy, and dou- 


bly Bleſs'd in being an Exile, ſince thereby thou haſt 
eſcap'd the Hands of the Executioner, and art now 


living in Feypt ; the moſt fortunate Region on Earth. 
Aſeribe this to by propitious Deſtiny, and to the Fa- 
vour of Solynian Kyzlir Aga: who foreſeeing the 
Slaughter that would be made of that old Queen's 
Servants, took this Opportunity to accuſe thee to 
the Grand Seignior, that ſo he might ſave thy Life: 
For, Was at his Interceſſion, thou wert baniſh'd 
mts this happy Prot inte, which is call'd the Vurſe of 
all Nations. Improve thy Exile to the belt Advan- 
tage, 4nd from this Nurſe, ſuck the Milt of Science 


wich which ſhe has formerly nouriſhed the whole 
Earth Be grateful alſo to thy De/iverer ; for he is 


a truſty Friend, and unchangeable, where he once 
places his Affection. He had a particular Kindneſs 
for thee. From him I received the News of thy 


Eſeape; for that is the proper Name of thy Ba- 


niſument. Pour forth devout Oraiſons for his Health 


and Happineſs, ſince thou art in a Lund, where the 
Prayers of Milſſulmans are as effectually heard at 


* 


the Tomb of the Prophet. | 


ſome particular Places, as if they were utter'd at 


I counſt] these to vilit the Priſon of Foſeph, which 


is in the Pungeon of the Caſtle of Caire. This is a 
Place of great Devotion among the Faithful, and has 
been ſo in all Ages, ſinde the Death of that Patriarch. 
Moſes the Prophet, of whom tis ſaid that be died in 


the Embraces Gop, made his Prayers in this Place; 


and fo did Aaron his Brother, when they perform « 


thoſe 
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thoſe Miracles in Egypt. Jeſus the Son of Mary vi- 
ſited this Place, both he and his Mother (on whom 
are center d the Smiles of the Creator ) They there 
perform'd their Devotions, when they Hed from rhe 
Perſecution of Herd, So did the Prophets and Apo- 
files, as many as were in Egypt, with all true Belie- 
vers, Nay, ſome of the Iafidels themſelves, having 
heard of the Renown of this Sanctuary, made their 
Adarefſes to Heaven there, in Time of great Diſtreſß. 


For here, Prayers are infallibly heard, eſpecially if 


they be ſaid after the Su has travers d the Meridian; 
when the wicked Demons are aſleep, who walk abroad 
till Noon, doing all the Miſchief they can. 


My Friend, when I think, of the Region where 
thou art, I can hardly forbear envying thee Tis a 
Land of Predigies and Miracles. It is the Support of 
Men, and the Granary of the World: Thoſe who in. 
habit it, are full of Conplacency and Joy; and thoſe 
who abandon it, burn with a perpetual Deſire to re- 
turn. Its Rivers are clear, and the Waters ſweet and 
rich as Wine; the Eye of Gop is upon it, who cauſes 
the Nile to flow at its accuſtom d Seaſon; whence the 
Land is made fertil beyond all the Provinces on Earth: 
This Nile is one of the Rivers which Gon cauſed to 
defcend from the Springs of Paradiſe, on the Wings 
of Gabriel; and has hid the Place of its Deſcent, 
among the inacceſſible Heights of Mountains. 

There are many ſtrange Things related of the Land 


of Alphiom, and how it was firſt manur'd by Joſeph, 


being before his Time But 4 Fenñ or Mar. The Story 
alſo of Hagar, the Mother of all the Iynaelites, is not 
unpleaſant ; thou wilt find"it in the Chronicles of the 
Egypt : For ſhe was an Egyptian, of the Eamily of the 
Ceptites; and was beſtowed on Sarah the Wife of 
our Father Vrabim, by Chareba, the King.of Egypt's 
Daughter. After ſhe was difnſs'd from her Lady, 
the travell'd to Mecca ; from whence they ſent a DB. 
patch to the King of Egypt, to acquaint him wah 
e er 
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het — 1 and with the Birth of her Son Iſnael, 
his Affiſtance, in regard ſhe was in a Land 
E. all Things. Ihen the King of Egypt eaus d 
. 4 Cara to be cut from the Vile, at dens Foot of the 
| | #afters Mountains of Egypt, to the Red Sea; and ſent 
Veſſels laden with Corn, Fruits, and al manner of 
neceſſary Proviſions to Hagar. Þ» 
IH tho addrefſeſt to the Feet of the Dogtrs, the ve- 


nerable Prelates of Coire; theywill inform thee of more 


| Range Things tHan theſe, It is a noble Exerciſe, to 
| contemplate the Kingdoms of the Heavens, and the 
1 Earth;- to ſearch inte their Wonders and Prodigies; 
1 to trace the Footſteps of antient Nations, and the 
| Traditions which know no Origin. 5 

| Mebemet, Lam an Exile as well as thou: Let us 
continue our former Friendſhip in this State, and do 


one another all che good Offices we can. As for the 
Micfortutics of human Life, Let us bear them with an 
] | equal Mind; for they win ſoon have an End, as wel 
| as we ourſelves, © 


May GO bein the Time of Gop ind Mages took 
up from the Earth the great Alcoran, and the Sheets of 
Science; the Black Stone, and the Shrine of Meſes, with 


Cuſlody, at the Hoey of Evih e's at all TRE. 


” „ 


Paris, 26th of the ef Mo, 
Y 12 e 1655. 
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1 E T T E R XIII. 
7 '0 Kerker Haſſan Baſſa. | 


"HOU may'ſt report it to the Divan for a certain 
Truth, That the chief Mufti of the Chrissi 
ans is Ni Which puts all che Gr in | Europe upon 
new Strains of Policy. . 5 
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the Five Rivers,” have thee in his holy Protection and 
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le was calbd Innocent X. after his Aſſumption to 
the Papacy: For his true Name was Pamphilio. 
But ſome ſay it has been a Cuſtom for the Popes 
to change their Names, even ſince a certain Prieſt 
was lifted to that Dignity, which was call'd Bocca de 
Porco, or Hog's Face. He, aſnam' d of this Ignomi- 
nious Name, as ſoon as he fate in the Chair of Peter, 
aſſum' d the Name of Sergius. Yet all his Scceſſor- 
have not obſerv'd that Rule. 1 i 
Theſe Popes have an Authority greater than our 


1 principal Mufti : For they are obey'd by Kings and 
Emperors. And being eſteem'd little leſs than God. 


on Earth, they are ſolemnly ador'd on the Day ot 
their Coronation, by all the Cardinals, Princes, Pre- 
/ates, and foreign Ambaſſadors at that Time in Rome. 
And for that End they are ſeated on the Altar, which 


the Nazarenes call, The Tabernacle and Habitation 
of their Go. _ 5 | 


If I miſtake not in my Obfervation, theſe Roman 


Caliphs aſpire at a Sovereignty over all Kings and 
Princes; "They would make that which they call the 
Hieracrhy, a ſuperlative independent Monarchy, to 
which all the Governments in the World 1hould 


| pay Homage, and be ſubject, 


This puts me in mind of a certain Preacher at Na- 
ples, who ſome Years ago, when Adonai the Fer w.s 
in chat City, and happen'd to be preſent in the Church, 
having made a very elaborate Speech to perſuade 
the People, that the Prieſis were tuperior to Xin; 
at length he broke out into this paſſionate Exclaiva- 
tion: „OO ye Princes of Chriftendom, ye are Pharo ie, 
© and we Pricſts are your Gods. O ye Pheroahs, obcy 
your Gods, Ye can only command the Creature, but 
© we make the Creator himſelf come down onthe Altare, 


* at our Pleaſure.” This Relation I had from the Ter, 


in his Travels through Italy. And it is aſſerted by 


| ſome of their Doors, © That the Pope has not only 


Power to excommunicate the greateſt Prince on 


D Earth 
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e Earth, but alſo to pull a Saint out of Paradiſe, and 
JJC ͤ %% teh os hogs 

If they could perſuade: the Nazarene: Princes and 
People to believe they have ſuch an Exorbitant Power, 


perhaps in Time they might reduce them to as blind 


a Superſtition as the antient Kings of Egypt were 
guilty of, who were ſo beſotted to their Priefts, 


that when he whom they call the Cater, or Mater 


of the Celeſtial Influences, commanded the King to 
Kill himſelf, for that it was the Will of Heaven; the 


| Poor bigotted Monarch durſt not diſpute the Orders he 


had receiv'd, but in ſimple Obedience became his own 
Murtherer. 7 | 

Thoſe Egyptian Prieſts indeed were Maſters of 
great Science, profound Aſtrologers, excellent Mathe. 
maticians, and perfectly skill'd in the Secrets of Ma. 


tural Magick, They perform'd Things tranſcending 


the more common and obvious Works of Nature: 
By which it was eaſy to ſtrike a Terror into the 


Hearts of ignorant Mortals, But as for theſe Nara. 


rene Prieſts, all that they can boaſt of is, that they 
have read the Hiſtories of former Times, and are 


able to diſcourſe in Phileſaphy and other Sciences, 


without having the Power to work any Prodigies: 
Unleſs thou wilt count it one, to keep ſo many 
warlike Nations in a ſervile Awe of their Authority, 
with the bare Pretence of turning a Piece of Bread 
into a Go NLP | 
Vet for all this, there are many poor Prelates, and 
other Eccleſiafticks, who are inveſted with empty 
Titles, having little or no Revenues; Among which 
the Poverty of ſome is ſo remirkable as to become 
A Proverb, Thus tis common in the Mouths of the 
the Romams to ſay, The Pope's Mule fares better than 
the Biſhop of Orvietto. e note 3 
IIluſtrious Ba, live thou in the Faith of 2 
Mauſſulman, and the Favour of the Grand * a 
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for in that State thou may ſt deſpiſe the greateſt of 
theſe Ecclefiaftick Tnfidels. 
Pars, 13th of the 2d Moon, 

of the Year 1655, 


— 
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To the Kaimacham. 


— - 


Believe the Secretary of the Nazar ene Aﬀairs | 


takes me to be a Conjurer, and thinks that I can 
divine of all the Changes and Alterations that hap- 
pen at the Porte; or that I have ſome magical Glaſs, 
which repreſents to me the continued Series of remote 
Events, with all the Tranſactions of the Iperial 
Court, Camp and City : Or elſe he would not be ſo 
late in his Di/patches, and ſend me ſuch imperfect 
News. I am forc'd many Times to addrels my Letters 
by Gueſs ; not knowing whether the Perſon to whom 
I write be in the ſame Station he was a while ago; 


or whether he be among the Living, or the Dead: 
Whether I ſhould direct my Di/patches to Conſtan- 


tinople, or to the Eliſian Spades. 


My Intelligence of the Maſſulman Affairs is many 
times more owing to the French Merchants who 


trade in the Lerant; or to the Expreſſes which 


come from Ambaſſadors reſiding at Conſtantinople, 
than to that Secretary, whoſe Care it ought to be, 
that I ſhould be timely inform'd of whatever happens 
in the O/man Empire, | . 

Surely Kiſur Dramelec has ſone Deſign upon me, 
in being always thus tardy and negligent, I ſcarce 


1 hear from him once in half a Lear; whereas he is 
commanded by +is Superiors, as well as mine, to 


write to me every Mou: And then he ſends me 


: ſuch a lame Account of Things, ſuch Fragments 
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auually ſpread abragd in Europe concerning the Af. 
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and Scraps of News, that his Letters need a Con. 
ment, to make 'em intelligible. Rb. ; 
About four Years ago I modeſtly tax'd him with 
this Neglect, when I had rea ſon to do it in my own 
Vindication to Mine im Aluph, Baſſa. But Kiſur 


heard of it, and was very angry. He ſent me a Letter 
full of Invectives, which I anſwer'd with a Kind of 
Indifference, mixing Raillery with my juſter. Reſent- 


ments. How that work'd on him I know not ; but 
his Reſervedyeſs ever ſince, makes me conclude he 


ſtudies Revenge; and that he takes this Method to 
accompliſh it, by keeping me as much in Igno- 
rance, as he dares, of the Changes and other impor- 


tant Occurrences at the -y/erious Porte, He knows 
it would be a Crime little leſs than Capital, not to 
write to me at all: Such a wilful Contumacy would 


ſtraight proclaim him a Traytor ; ſince, among the 


other Inſtructions which were given him with his 


Commiſſion, this Charge was none of the leaſt, 
That he ſhould ſend frequent Intelligence to all the 


Grand Seignior's Agents, whether publick or private, 
in the Courts of Nazarene Princes, He 1s ſenſible, 
that ſuch a a manifeſt Contempt of /upreme Authority, 
would abſolutely ruin him, Therefore he goes more 
ſubtilly ro work; for he writes, indeed, but very 
ſeldom: And then, with cunning Artifice, either 
quite conceals, or at leaſt diſguiſes the moſt conſide- 
rable Franſactions, only filling up his Letters with 


trifling Stories, and impertinent Relations, nothing 


to my Purpoſe: Thinking by this Means to bring 


upon me the Diſpleaſure of the Grandees, through 


the Miſtakes I may commit for Want of better Adver- 
tiſement, EL EE 2 
Be it how it will, I am ſtrangely at a Loſs ſome- 


times what to think, or how to write to my Spe. 


riors, or what Sort of Conduct I ſhould uſe in this 
Place, amidſt ſo many various Reports as are conti 
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fairs of the Seraglio, the ſhining City, and other parts 
of this Ottoman Empire: Whilſt this Kiſur ſtill de- 
lays to aſcertain me of any Thing. | 


* 


[ have been wholly a Stranger, til within theſe 
few Days, to the Fate of the Captain Baſſa, who 
was ' ſtrangled about a Year ago, for his Cowardiſe 
and ill Conduct againſt the Venetians. Neither knew. . 
I any Thing of the Adventure and Flight of his 
Sons. I was equally ignorant of the Sueceſſion of 
the Ba//a of Bud, in this unportant Command ; and 
of many other Changes both by Land and Sza. 

So at preſent here are a thouſand Rumours ſtir- 
ring about one Thing or other in the Et. Some 
ſay, that. Chuſaein Baſſa is ſtrangled, and that the 
Captain Baſſa is made Vizier Azem in his ſtead, O- 
thers report, That this rt Miniſter was only de- 
pos d from that ſipreme Dignity, the Seals being ta- 
ken from him; but that, neverthelcſ:, he ſtill conti- 
nues to be General of the Sultan's Forces in Candies, 
A third Sort affirm, that he intended to turn Chri- 


te, Jian, holding a ſecret Correſpondence with the Pa- 
le, arch of Feruſalem, by whoſe means, and a general 
mr, Revolt of the Greeks, Armenians, and other Chri/ti- 
ore 4, under the Grand Seignior's Juriſdiction, he 
cry og. to betray the Ottoman Blood, and exalt him 
| lc | 


to the Empire. 
I am not willing to believe, that ſuch monſtrous 
Perfidy could enter into the Heart of that illuſtrious 
Hero; yet know not how to contradict it, for Want 


| of true Advice, 


It is reported alſo, That Seignisr Apello, the Vene. 
tian Bailo, or Reſident at the Happy Porte, has kill'd 
hunſelf with a Ponyard; being driven to deſpair 
by his long Confinement, and the cruel Uſage he had 


| received from the My/ſulmans. Gon knows whether 


it be true or no. It would be much to my Satisfaction 
to have a particular Account of all theſe Things, and 
of whatſoever elſe occurs worthy of Notice. For 

„ how 


„ D rein d vel. v 
how can I diſchare my Truſt, whilſt I am thus kept 
in the Dark. on 

They talk here of a violent Plague that rages in 
Muyſcovy, and that above 200,000 People have died 


of it in the Py of Muſcozw only, beſides Millions 


that have been ſwept away in the Provinces of that 
vaſt Empire. Thoſe that really know not themſelves, 
nor are acquainted with their own Nature, will yet 
pretend to penetrate into the Councils of the Omni- 
potent, and pronounce this as a Judgment on the 
Muſcovites, for the Cruelties they have committed in 


Poland. Doubtleſs, the Methods of Fate are inſcru- 
rab. e. | | 
In the mean while we are plagued here with a 


Crew of Vagabonds, whom they call Ges, or Egyp- 
tians : For they pretend to be deſcended from that 
Place, They ſwarm up and down the Country like 


Caterpillars, devouring the Fruits of the Earth. They 


boaſt of a profound Skill in Palmiſiry, Phyſiognom), 


and other Sciences, cheating People of their Money, 


under the Notion of telling them their Fortunes. No 
Body knows from whence they come, or whither they 
go; for they are as uncertain as the Wind; a naſty 
Generation, and the very Burthen of the Land, If 


any Creatures be obliged to them, *tis the Mice and 


Rats, with whom they ſeem to be in League: For 
they kill and eat all the Cats they ſeize on. | 
Illuftrious Miniſter, I pray Heaven defend thee 
from all Sorts of Plagues and Vermin, but eſpecially 
from Monſters in human Shape. „„ 


Paris, 26th of the 2d Mon, 
F the Yar 1655, 
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A Slam alive, theſe Ges have enchanted me: 
| I cannot pur'em out of my Mind. And per- 
haps it will neither be impertinent nor troubleſome 
to give thee a farther Information of them. | 
There are ſeveral Options concerning the Origi- 
al of theſe Yagrants, and they have been thought 
worthy to be inſerted into Hiſtories. Some ſay, they 
came out of Tartary, or Scythia, and that they firlt 


2 - 
9 1 
— + — — — * A 5 bon. Canin — — — — ——_ 88 - 5 x; K 
r V As ns to oO | —_— — — — — — - "2 <5 DI BEA a 
— * = * P — —e— 2 — — _— 2 
— * — . > 4 - 2 Kyo 8 1 * 3 
> — 


A = 2 8 I. _ 
bo we 83 — 5 1 — — = - 
Sn A 1 — Korg = — ORE — — 3 * 
2 2 — > 2 r d 3 — = - 
— . Cone” — * LSE — —— — ny I. Po D . >' —— 
— T R n n * 
3 p - GE I 2 8 


0 ear'd in theſe Parts about the Year 1417, of the 1 
- = riſtians Hegira. At which time they enter'd into 
t Saxony in Troops, having the Paſſport of Sigi/mund,. | 
e King of Hungaria, and Son of Charles IV. "I'hey had ; 
y [| lo the Recommencations of divers other Princes, 

„ who look'd upon them as holy Perſons, or Prophets, 

y, For they pretended, that they were commanded by 

lo WM God to travel over the whole Earth, and not to 

ey WW have either Houſes or Lands in their own Poſſeſ- 

iy WW fron: And that this was enjoin'd 'em as a Perance 

It Vto expiate the Sins of their Auceſtors; who inhabit- 

nd ing Egypt in the Days of Jeſus the Son of Mary, the 


"or WW Chriſtian Meſſias, refus d to entertain that Holy Pro- 
bet and his Mother, when they fled from the Per- 
bee ſecution of Herod, © a 1 8 
Others are of Opinion, that they came firſt out 
of Perſia, and are of the Race of thoſe who adore 
the Fire: Being forc'd, once in ſeven Years, to 
make Decimations of their People, and ſend away 
| many Caravans, to feek their Fortune in foreign 
Countries, Perſja not being able to ſuſtain their 
numerous Progeny. | | | 
| A third Sort affirm, That they are the peſferity of 
| the ten Feroiſb Tribes that were carried away Cap- 
| tives by Salmanaſſar, King of ria. No Body 
Da © Rs 
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knows for certain what they are, or from whence, 
They are of ſwarthy Complexions, wrapt up in Man- 
tles of Cotton or Wool. They ſpeak ſeven Languages; 
profeſs three Sciences; obey one King or General, 
who always travel with em. The 7talians call em 
Cingari, from a Word in their Language which ſig- 
nifies a Kind of Water. Fool, that hath no certain 
Nett, but is forc'd every Night to ſeek a new Lodg- 
ing: For fo theſe Gypfres rove from Place to Place, 
The Germans call them Zingener, from the Word 
Zindel, which is the conſtant Appellative of the 
King of theſe Ramblers; as Pharaoh was of old 
among the Egyptians, and Cæſar among the Romans, 
In many Things they reſemble the Tor/a%ins and Fa. 
guirs of the EA; boaſting of extraordinary Illumi- 
nations, and a conſtant Familiarity with God: Tho 
ſome learned Men among the Nazarenes eſteem em 
no better than a Crew of Cheats and Hypocrites: 
Even as they do thoſe Oriental Santones; who they 
Ny, under the Maſque of an uncommon Holineſs, 
commit a thouſand Villanies 5 
Cop beſt knows What Judgment is to be made 
either of the one or the other. But theſe Egyprians, 
as they call them, whether they are really ſuch or 
no, have no great Marks of Sanity, in that they are 
very unclean. They ſeldom or never waſh them- 
ſelves, but like the Swine, wallow in all manner of Fil- 
thineſs, eating prohibited Meats, and having their 
Women in Common, which are the two Sources of ail 
and,, 5 
As to the Faguirs of the Eaſt, they are ſtrict Ob- 
ſervers of the Law of Abſtinence and Cleanneſs; 


whether they be Maſſulmans, or the Gentiles of India: 


And if in other Matters they may be found faulty, 
"tis very rare: And then they exceed not the CHa. 
racter of Humanity, which thou know'ſt is by Natur? 
prone to Error, and ſubject to a thouſand Frailties 
and Overſights. We are all Men, and Gop does by 
SE Shy 
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ſe is in himſelf; and if he rakes any Complacency 
in the Trg of the World, 'tis in beholding every 


Thing according to its Nature The exquiſite Form 


and Symmetry of a Bee, a Spider, or a Piſmire, 
with the inimitable Architecture of the two former, 
and the admirable Providence of the latter, may, for 


ought we know, afford him as much Delight as the 
molt celebrated Beauty, Strength, Science, and Per- 


formances of Men. For his Power and Wiſdom are 
equally manifeſt in all Things. Every Creature is 
perfect in its Kind, only a wicked Man is a Blot in the 
Univerſe, _ | 

Would'ſt thou know what the Veſtern Nazarenes 
arc moſt buſy about at this Time? "Tis the Election 


of a new Pope, He is to be choſen by the College of 


Cardinals, who are Princes of the Roman Church. They 
are all ſnut up in a Place which they call the Con- 
clave. This is a certain Gallery in the Palace of the 


Vatican at Rome, where every Cardinal has his Cell, 


or Apartment by himſelf, having only two Servants 


to attend him. The Conclave is ſurrounded by the 


Roman Militia, to prevent all Intercouſe by Letters 


or other Ways, between thoſe without, and thoſe with- 
in. The very Diſhes which are ſerv'd up at the 


Tables of the Cardinals are narrowly ſearched, leſt 


any Letters ſhould be convey d in them. The laſt 


Poſts from Rome aſſure us, that there were no leſs 
than 66 Cardinals thus ſhut up, when they left that 


City. Andthere they muſt remain Night and Day, 
without taking the freſh Aw, or ſeeing any Body, 
'till they have agreed in their Election. There are 


two Phy/icians, a Surgeon, and an Aporhecary, ſhut 


up with 'em to ſerve em in Caſe of Sickneſs. 

One of the Conclave is the Cardinal de Retz, 
who eſcaped out of his Priſon in this Kingdom and 
fied to Rome for Protection. From whence he tent 
2. Letter to the Archbiſbops, and other Prelater of 
. D 3 e BOORetS 


expect our Conduct to be that of Angels. His Re- 
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France, which being pronounced a Seditions Libel 
againſt the King and the Government, was, in the 
End of the laſt Moon, burnt publickly by the King's 
Order, and all Copies of it prohibited, 

The King has alſo ſent private Inſtructions to the 
Cardinals of his Party at Rome, to keep a ſtrict 
Watch on the Conduct of de Retæ, and to oppoſe 
him in all Things. Co ne 

Here is nothing but Caballing and Intrigue among 
theſe Iaſidels: They are good at a Stratagem, and 
know better how to undermine one another, than to 
face their Enemies in the open Field: Which is a 
Character more ſuitable ro Women than Men. Where- 
as thou knoweſt, our Heroes in the Eaſt know no 
other Way to Honour, Victory, and Empire, than 
by downright Bravery and Reſolution, ſubduing all 
Things by the Force of their Arms. But Gop, when 
he divided the Nations of the Earth, and ſeparated 
the Sons of Noah, aſſign'd to every one a different 
Conflellation, according to whoſe In fluence the Genius 


of each People is diſpoſed, They all obey the Di- 


Hates of their particular Stars, and the Orders of 
Eternal Deſtiny. . 


Therefore, ſage Miniſter, ſince Mars is the Pla- 


net of the Sons of Iſmael, and the Aſcendant of the 
Ottoman Empire, there is no Need that we ſhould 
turn Apoſtates from the Star of our better Fortune, 
to court the Glances of Mercury, who is only the 
Guardian of Knaves and Cheats, To 


| Paris, 26th of the 2d Moon, 
of the Year 1655. 


The End of the FixsT Book. 
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To Cara Hali, Phyſician to the Grand 
Seignior. 


PALS 1 could have writ to thee with as 


(on whom reſt the Favours of Gop; ) or as 1 
can now to Cnet Oglou, to my Brother 
Pefteli Haji, or to any of my familiar Friends. But 
when I conſider the eminent Station thou polkeileit, 


in that the Health and Life of the Mighty Emperor 
is now committed to thy Skill and Care, I am many 


times at a Stand how to addrets myſelf, Methinks 
thou art tinctur'd with the Majefty of that Per ſon- 
age, whoſe Hand thou fo by haſt the Honour to 
touch, when required to diſcover by the Beating of 
of his Pulſe, the interior Maladies which atflict hi 
Royal Soul. Let I know thou {till retaineſt thy Hu- 


D 6 | naulty 


much Freedom as I could to Egri Boinou, 
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manity, and will not deſpiſe thoſe whom thou haſt 
once thoupht worthy of Friendſhip. 
Suffer me then to converſe with a philo/ophick 
Freedom; that is, in an Addreſs void of Formalities 
and Reſerves. | | 1 

J know it is of no Import, whether Mahmut be 
ſick or well, provided the Grand Seignior be ſery'd, 
What ſignify the languiſhing Pains, or more acute 
Agonies of a Slave, ſo long as he is able to carry 
on his Maſter's Intereſt? We are not born for our 
ſelves only, but by the very Condition of our Nature, 
are obliged to conſecrate our Lives to the Service 
of others. *Tis a reciprocal Debt, from which no 
Mortal is free, Every Man owes ſomething to his 
Relations, more to his Friends, but moſt of all to the 
Publick, oo 

Therefore T make no Complaints of my Lot, nor 
murmur at the Will of Deſtiny. I accuſe not the $7ars 
df my Nativity, nor tax them with unkindly Aſpects: 
But am contented with my Fortune, be it good or 
bad, and reſign'd to the Pleaſure of Heaven. 
As Nature has fram d my body infirm and weak, 
ſubject to a thouſand Maladies; ſo is my Mind alſo 
harraſs'd with Diſtempers which have no Number. 
But above all, I labour under a Kind of intellectual 
Fever, a perpetual Thirſt of Knowledge, which all 
the Books and Converſe in the World cannot ſatify. 
There is no End of my Doubts and Scruples, Every 
Thing appears to me as ambiguous as the Auſevers of 
the Del/phick Oracle: Nay, I am a perfect Riddle 
to myſelf, e 
Tell me, dear Hali, how I ſhould cure this Dropſy 
of the Mind, and I will not trouble thee with the 
inconſiderable Diſcaſes of my Body. I have a high 
Opinion of you Phy/icians : And ſhall put more 
Confidence in thy Advice, than in the S of the 
Mufti. Conceal not thy Art from Mahmut, who 
admires thee with a Reſpect equal to that which he 


Vol. V. a Sev aft PARIS Gu 
pays to the Memoirs of Auicen, Al Raza, Helal, 
and the reſt of thoſe excellent PBy¶cians, mentioned 
in our Arabian Hiſtories, | t 

And now theſe Ornaments of our Nation are come 
into my Mind, permit them to divert me from ſayi 
or thinking any more of myſelf at preſent : For it 
will be better to turn the Diſcourſe to ſuch illuſtrious 
Themes. At worſt, it will be but an innocent Di- 
greſſion. 1 5 3 

In peruſing the Lines of thoſe famous Men, I meet 
with ſome Paſſages which are very delightfnl. Perhaps 
thou haſt ſeen the ſame. Yet 'twill do thee no hurt, 
to call them again to thy RemembranſGGG. 

have read in a certain Manuſcript, pen'd by [bra- 
him the Son of Helab, a renowned Phy/ician at Bag- 
dat, this Memoir of his Father, © On a certain Day, 
© ſays he, that my Father had: adminiſtred Phy- 
© ſick to the Emperor Tuzan, for which he was pre- 

* ſented with a Royal Ve, rewarded with Five 
© Thouſand Piaſtres, and by the Emperor's Com- 
© mand was carried through the Streets in State; I 
© obſerv'd that he was penſive amidſt all thoſe Ho. 
| © nours, and troubled in Mind, when I thought he 

had preateſt Reaſon to rejoice, Therefore I ſaid 

| * to him, © My Father, how came it to paſs, that you 
cc are thus dejected at a Time when all the World ex- 

cc pects to ſee you diffoly'd in Pleaſure * He an/oer'd, 

« Son, he that has beſtow'd thefe Honours on me is a 

| | © Fcol, and does things prepoſteroully without Reaſon, 
| | © And therefore I cannot rejoice at theſe untimely Fa. 
| © yours he has ſhewed me, being ſenſible they are not 

ce the Effects of his Judgment, but of his Ignorance. 
« I gave him a Cathartick Potion which worked ſo 
« ſtrongly with him, that it excoriated his Bowels and 
ce brought forth Blood. So that I was forc'd to ule a 
different Method, both to remove his Diſtemper, and 
« ſtop the violent Flux. In the mean while, he igno- 
© rantly belicying, that the yoiding of ſo much Blood, 
er OT nn 


* 
W 
JE] 
1 
0 
. 
by 
* 
2 
$67 
23,0 
7 5 
me 
__ 
5 
2 
MOT” 
Faw. 
9 
? «op. 


62 
& procur d him the preſent Eaſe and Health he feels, 
& therefore order'd theſe Honours to be done me which 
* thou ſeeſt. Now that which ſaddens me is my Fear, 
te leſt ſome time or other he may thro his Ignorance 
& commit as great an Error on the contrary Side, and 
ce ſuſpect that I have done him an Injury, when there 
ce js no Ground for it, and ſo put me to Death.“ 

Tell me, my Friend, had not this Phy/ician Rea- 
ſon for his Behaviour and Words? He was a Man of 
Treat Abilities, accompliſhed with divers Sciences, 


and in high Eſteem with the Princes and Nob/es of 


Arabia. | | | N 
It were worth thy Pains to peruſe frequently 
the Life of Avicen, written by himſelf, wherein 
thou wilt behold the Methods he us d to acquire a 
profound Skill in the Sciences: How he was at firſt 
uzzled in the Metaphyſicbs, and was almoſt driven 
to Deſpair, till a Dream unfolded to him whatſo- 
ever was difficult. When he was at a Loſs in any 
Diſquiſition, he us d to frequent the Moſques, and 
our fourth devout and fervent Oraiſons to the Source 


of Intellefual Light, till the Thing was manifeſted 


to him, He fate up late at Nights, having a Lamp 
8 burning in his Chamber, applying him- 
9 


attentively to Books and Contemplation, This 


was his Courſe, till he was conſummate in all the 
"Liberal Sciences, which was 1n the eighteenth Year of 
his Age. * | ; 

But of all the P-y/ciars whoſe Names adorn our 


Hiſtory, none ſeems comparable to Thabet Eb n Abra- 
bin, for his Skill in exactly indicating the Cauſes of 


2 Diſtemper by the different Meaſures of the Pulſe, 
' Abul Pharai, his Contemporary and Friend, writes 
thus of him; On a certain Day, ſays he, when I was 
© with Thabet Eb'n Abrahim of Harrain, in the Houſe 
6 of Abu Mohammed the Vizir, Abu Adalla Ebnol 
« Hejai the Poet being there alſo, reach'd forth his 
© Hand to Thabet, delfins: him to feel his 25 
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© To. whom the Phyfician forthwith reply'd, & Thou 
« has us'd a groſs Diet, and been intemperate in eating 

« ſour Milk with Veal.” The other anſwering, that 17 
« was true, and all the Company admiring ; Abu 
e 4bbas the Aſftrologer alſo reach'd forth his Hand. 
© But when Thabet had felt his Pulſe, “ Thou, ſaid he, 
ce haſt committed an Exceſs in taking too much of cold 
« Things; for, as I judge, thou haſt eat about eleven 
« Pomegranates.” Immediately A541 Abbas cried out, 
This is a Prophet certainly, and more than a Phy- 
&« ſician, for he ſpeaks the Truth to a Title,” Every 
© Body was aſtoniſh'd at his wondrous Knowledge, 

© and I more than all the reſt, Wherefore when I had 
him alone, I ſaid, © My dear Thabet, The Study 
« of Phyſick is common to us both; therefore hide 
ce nothing from me, but diſcover freely by what Art 
c you were able to tell, that the Poet eat ſour Milk 
© with Veal, and not as with Beef or Mutton ; and 
« that the Aſtrologer eat no more nor leſs than eleven 
“ Pomegranates. He anſwer d, My Mind fuggeſted 
this to me, and prompted my Tongue to utter it, 
© Then I deſir'd him to ſhew me the Scheme of his 
© Nativity : which he did at his own Houſe. And 
* conlidering it attentively, I obſery'd, That the Pla- 
© net Jupiter was Lord of the Horoſcope. Then J ſaid 
© to um, * *T1s this ſpeaks, my dear Friend, not 
& you, ſo often as you make theſe fortunate Conje- 
« ures, Thus far Abul Pharai. „ 
_ Gop knows whether the Stars have any ſuch Influ- 
ence on Men in their Birth, or no. I am not very 
credulous in this Point. Nor can the Authority of 
the Ancients, or the Character of the Perſian and 
Chaldean Magi captivate my Mind in an implicit 
Faith of Things ſo liable to Doubt. Who knows 
what the Stars are made of, or for what Ends they 


are created ? Yet I muſt own, that ſome Men ſeem 


to be born with inherent Faculties, which others 
Fan never acquire with all the Art and Induſtry in 


LS * — 
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the World. One Man is of a poeticſt Conſtitution; 
Another is genially inclin d to Phy/ick ; A Third ex- 5 
cels in Mechanics: Every Man has his peculiar Gift, Z 

And yet, perhas, all this while, the Stars have no- E 

_ thing to do in the Matter. However, if there be 
any Truth in A/ro/ogy, the Perſians, Chaldæans, 
Arabians and Indians, ſeem to be the only Men of 

g all Nations, conſtellated to underſtand this Science 

| perfectly. One knows not what to think, amidſt 

| fo many Appearances of Truth and Falſhood. Nor 

can our Thoughts be of any great Import, be it how MW 

it will in thefe ſpeculative Matters. At the Day of WM 


; | : Judgment, we ſhall not be ask d, what Proficiency 

Þþ we have made in Logick, Metaphyſicks, Aftronomy, 

| | or any other Science; but, whether we have lived 
' 


according to our Nature, as Men endued with Mo- 
rality and Reaſon. In that Hour it will more avail 
us, that we have thrown a Handful of Flower in 
= Charity to a Neſt of contemptible Piſnires, than that 
= we could mufter all the Hes of Heaven, and call 
1 every Star by its proper Name. For then the Con- 
4 Pellations themſelves ſhall diſappear; the Sun and 
4 Moon ſhall give no more Light, and all the Frame of 
in Nature ſhall vaniſh : But our good and bad Works 
ſhall remain for ever, recorded m the Archives of 

Eternity. 1 8 
If from this Manner of Writing thou. ſhalt con- 
jecture J am melancholy, and wilt alfo reveal the 
Cauſes and Remedy of this Diſtemper, thou ſhalt 
be more to me than a Thouſand Avicen's, Helal's, 
Thabet's, or all the Phyſicians and Aſtrologers of the 
Eaſ?, For theſe Kind of Thoughts are mownful as 
the Shadow of Death. e 5 


Paris, 23d of the 4th Moon, 
gf the Tear 1655, 
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LETTER II. 

Know not whether thou wilt praiſe or condemn 

the Sentence, which the Flefor of Saxony pro- 


nounced not long ago on a poor Fellow for killing a 
Deer. Yet, becauſe there is ſomething very ſingular 


in it, I will relate the whole Paſſage, as I receiy'd it 


from Nathan Ben Saddi, the Few at Vienna. 

In the Moon of Chenval, a certain Citizen of 
Wirtemberg was accuſed before the Elector, for 
hunting in his Foreſt, and killing one of his Deer. 
The Duke, in a rage, commanded him to be ſet 


upon a Szag, his Hands chaind to the Horns, and 


his Feet under the Belly of the Beaſt ; ordering that 
the Stag with this Burthen ſhould be let looſe to 
run whither he would, The poor frightened Stag 


not being accuſtom d to ſuch a Load, and terrified 


with the ratling of the Chains, ran away full ſpeed 
over Hills and Dales, through Thickers of Briars and 


Thorns, never ſtopping till he had meaſur'd above 


three and thirty German Leagues; and then tir'd 
with ſo vaſt a Race, he fell down. At which in- 
ſtant, a Caravan was coming by that Place out of 
Sileſia. 5 Eh | 
The poor Wretch on the Back of the Sag, almoſt 


dead with the Pains he had undergone, in ſo conti- 


nu'd and violent a Motion, being alſo ſurely bruiſed, 
and his Fleſh torn and mangled by the Boughs of 


Trees, as the Sag ruſhed through thick Woods, 


cry'd aloud to the Caravan, begging that ſome of 
them would in Mercy diſpatch him out of his Tor- 


ments. But they, either for fear of the Duke's Diſ- 


pleaſure, or for other Reaſons, refuſed him this Kind- 
neſs. So that after the Stag had reſted a while, and 
recover'd new Spirits, he began a freſh Career ; 


D 2 r — os * 
= ee * > n N BSE - = 
Dr I SS: 2:28 3 — : — 


—— ger ů — — . w — ² 


— ot 


2. . — = 0 ISS 


n 
— tres 
2 — 


r ⁵ ! ' ] — 
1 


66 LgTTERS Vit y Vol. V. 
and never ceas'd 2 till he arrived at a certain 
Monaſtery or Convent of 


againſt the Gate with his Horns, till ſome of the 
Derviſe open'd it, and let him in. They aſtoniſn- 


ed to ſee a Man thus pinion'd to a Stag, his Face, 


Arms, Legs, and all his Body covered with Blood, 
and himſelf ready to expire, immediately brought 
him Cordia/s and other Refreſhments, whilſt ſome 


were employed in looſing his Chains. But being in- 


form'd by his own Mouth how he came into this 


Condition, they began to think of turning him looſe 


again, for fear of the Duke's Anger. However, ſut- 
fering themſelves to be overcome by the Importunity 
of the miſerable Man, and relying on their Ecclęſi- 
aſtick Privileges, (for here in the Wet the Convents 


are generally allowed Sang uaries for all Sorts of Of- 
fenders) they took him into their Protection: But he 
expir'd that Night. 


It is hard to determine, whether the Dufte, or theſe 


Derviſes, were in the Right or Wrong The French 
who of late have by a Faſhion learn'd to grow ob- 


durate, juſtify the Proceedings of this Prince; ſay- 


ing, that Pity is a Paſſion fit only for Women, Chil- 


dren and Fools. They eſteem it a Mark of à great 
Spirit, a Mind capable of Empire, not to be moved 


with the Sighs or Tears of the Miſerable; but to 


frown or laugh at the Misfortunes of others. Thü, 
they ſay, is the only Method to harden Men for 


War, Conqueſts and Plunder; where the Victors are 


to cut their Way to Honour and Riches through the 


Hearts of the vanquiſhed. b ardent Thirſt 


of Glory with human Blood, and to celebrate their 
Triumphs only in the midſt of horrid Maſſacres and 
Funerals, 1 | 3 2 

"Tis true, theſe Principles and Actions are allow- 
able in Men of the Sword, when they fight the Bat- 
tles of their King and Country in Heat of Blood. But 


Clemency and Compaſſion are Virtues 3 
e 
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more tormenting to him, than to the Mercifu 
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the greateſt Prince, or moſt valiant General, when 


their Enemies are reduced by the Fortune of War 


ro kiſs the Duſt of their Feet, and beg for Mercy : 
Or, when in Time of Peace, their Sabjects fall into a 
Crime which may admit Indulgence, Certainly theſe 


Weſtern Infidels have wrong Notions of Humanity, 


in aſſerting, That Cruelty is either a Sign of a no- 
ble Nature, or a Step to true Happineſs : Since the 
moſt hard-hearted Tyrant, one time or other, will 
have need of Compaſſion himſelf ; cſpecially in Sick- 
neſs and the Agonies of Death, which perhaps 28 


and 
Generous It is recorded of Al Hejai En Heſbæ um 


a fimous Arabian Captain, that when in a Malignant 
Fever he call'd for Water to drink, and it was de- 


ny'd him by the Phyfcians, who had Care of his 


Health: It is enough, ſaid he, Rueno ddaula once my 
Lieutenant, to whom I forgave three Treaſons, and 


*© who died a natural Death, has refreſh'd me at this 
«© Minute with a Liquor unknown: Sure tis the 
& Wine of Paradiſe,” And from that Moment he be- 
gan to recover his Health, after which he lived many 
Years, often rehearſing this Paſſage amongſt his fami- 
lar Friends to his laſt Day, 5 | 
But the Inſidels are either ignorant of theſe Exam- 
ples, or if they know 'em, Pride will not ſuffer em 
to learn Morality and Juſtice. They are deſtined, 


the e! Part, to be incredulius to the Day of 


Judgment. How many Prophets has Gop ſent into 


all Nations, to teach them the right Way, and not the 


Way of ſuch with whom he is diſpleaſed! yet they 
will not be converted, ; They look on the Apoſtles 
and Maſengers of the Eternal, with the Eyes of 


Stine; they grunt under the Burthen of their Sen- 


ſuality, and like thoſe filthy Animals, return to their 


Mire again. Vet that ſuper/atively Merciful winks 


at their Frailties, and viſits them with his Graces eve- 
ry Morning. But they put their Fingers in their 


Ears 
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Ears, and turn away in Diſdain, as from a Beggar. 


They reje& the Xixg of all Things, as a Fugitive and 
Vagabond on Earth, 1 

From that delectable Eence, the Odour of whoſe 
Sweetnels is diflufed through the Elements, and re- 
freſhes the Minds of the True Faithful, let us by 
continual Devotion and Vertue attract divine Tinc- 


tures, till our Hearts be all rransform'd into Incenſe, 


and in this aromatick Pile, our Souls expire like the 
Phenix, to revive again in the Joys of Paradiſe, in 


Amours which know no End. 
Paris, 8th of the 5th Moon, 
of the Year 1655, 


LETTER III. 


70 Nathan Ben Saddi, a Jew at Vienna. 
2 Ire at nothing: Much leſs at the extrava- 


gant Caprices of Tyrants, . Methinks there ap- 
pears no Novelty in modern Tranſactions: They 
are but a Repetition of ancient Practices, under new 
Forms. Of all the Events of this Age, not one has 


come to my Knowledge which gives me a Surprize, 
Yer I muſt confeſs, there is ſomething very ſingu- 
kr in the Puniſhment the Duke of Saxony inflicted, 
as thy Letter tells me, on a poor Deer-ſtealer, 


And, if it be juſt to put a Man to Death on ſuch 
an Account, as the Indians hold, the Dyke ſeems very 
ingenious and accurate, in the Choice he made of an 


- Executioner. 


The ancient Romans had à Law which they call'd 


Lex Talionis ; which in all Criminal Caſes appointed 
the Puniſhment to be in ſome Circumſtances ade- 


1 to the Fault. And thou know'ſt, Mo/zs your 
Laz-giver left much the ſame Statutes: requiring 
the Loſs of the Eye of him, who had put another 
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Man's out; a Tooth for a Tooth, an Arm for an 
Arm, and ſo proportionably of other Injuries. But 
this Prince ſeems to have made à Supplement, where 
theſe Laws appear d ſhort ; and has ſhew'd a moſt. 
exquiſite Niceneſs of Revenge in the Deſtiny of the 

unfortunate Huntſman, to cauſe a Stag to be, in fo 
peculiar a manner, the Inſtrument of his Death, who 
had villainouſty murder'd one of the ſame Species: 
doubtleſs, it was a princely Freak of Juſtice : And 
had it been done purely to avenge the Blood of the 
flaughter'd Beaſt, and not in Vindication of his own. 
Right, I could not forbear to pronounce it a Fro- 
lick worthy of a Hero. But he himſelf is frequently 
guilty of the ſame Kind of Murther, as are moſt ef 
the great Men in Europe; whoſe Tables are no other 
chan the Altars of Gluttony, ſmoaking with Fleſh 
and Blood, whilſt Hecatombs of Animals are there 
facrificed to voracious Appetites, the Idols of theſe 
F „ . 
Mliethinks therefore, it had been more generous, 
and becoming a Prince, to pardon the poor Fellow a 
Theft, which perhaps was the only Method he had 
to preſerve Himſelf and his Family from ſtarving : 
And, for ought I know, he had as much Right, ac- 
cording to the Law of Nature, to kill a Stag, as the 
Owner has. But there is no Talk to be made of 


Right or Wrong, where Power over-rules all. 


India is at preſent the only publick Theatre of 
Juſtice toward all living Creatures. There it is a 
capital Crime to ſhed the Blood of any Animal, and 
puniſh'd with Death no leſs than the Murther of a 
Man. The Princes and Nobles indeed incloſe Deer, 


and other innocent Creatures in Parks, not with a 


Deſign to prey upon them at their Pleaſure, but to 
defend them from the Violence of others; whilſt 


thoſe happy Animals range and feed where they 


pleaſe within thoſe Pales, free from Peril, and ne- 


yer fearing any other Death, fave what they pay to 


Natures 
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Nature, when they have ſpun out the actuſtomed 
Term of their Life. They alſo build Hoſpitals for a 
like ns ; and are at a great Charge every Year, 
to redeem a certain Number of Oxen and Cows from 
Slaughter: For they eſteem it a barbarous and inhu- 
man Cruelty to murther thoſe Creatures which are the 
Nurſes of our Life. a 


The Law of Maſes, if I miſtake not, obliges all of 


thy Nation to certain ſpecific Tenderneſſes towards the 
dumb Animals. And Eéſæ the Prophet, a Man of no 
obſcure Extract, but of a noted Race among the He- 
brews, ſays, He that killeth an Ox, is as if he flew 
© Man; and he that ſacrificeth a Lamb, as if he 
& beheaded a Dog.” And in another Place, the ſame 
Prophet ſays, in the Perſon of Gop, * To what pur- 
„ poſe is the Multitude of your Sacrifices to me? I am 
£ offended with the Smoak of your Burnt- offerings, and 
«* nauſeated with the Smell of broil'd Fat. I take no 
« Delight in the Blood of Bulls, Lambs or Goats. Who 
* hath required thoſe Things at your Hands? Bring no 
& more vaia Oblations, which my Soul hateth. 
By theſe Expreſſions, one would think the Pro- 
pbet brings in Gop, deny ing that ever he command- 
ed any tuch Sacrifice or Shedding of Blood, and 


proteſting againſt it as an Abomination, Where 
then is the Reputation of thoſe Mritings which go 


under the Name of Moſes ? For in them thcle 


bloody Victims are expreſly enjoin'd; Gop cannot be 


contradiftory to himſelf. . Doubtleſs, à great Part 
of the true Law which Go gave to Moſes was loſt 
in the former Captivities of your Nation, when your 
Cities and Provinces were quite diſpeopled, your Fa- 
thers led away by the Victorious Monarchs of the 
Eaſt, and your choiceſt Memoirs aboliſhed. So that 
What remains now, is only a Collection of Fragments 
patch d up by Eſdras, and other induſtrious Scribes, 
to which they g2ye the ſpecious Title of the Lato of 
Majes, that fo they might faſten the e 
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ple in Obedience to ſomething, though of their own 
deviſing. | e e Ui avs 4.2 
Nathan, I do not go about to ſeduce thee; examine 
all Things, Believe me neither nor thy own Rabbi's 
but, truſt only thy Reaſon which will ſtand by thee at 
the Day of Fudgment, when all Things elſe ſhall fail. 


Paris, 8th of the 5th Moon, 
of the Nar 1655. _ 


— 
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LE T TE R Av. 
To Dgecbe Nafir, Baſſa. 


Heſe Nazarenes, like the Followers of the Pro- 
phet, are divided into innumerable Ses; and 
ſo tis in all Religions; Men cannot think alike ; Na- 
tare itſelf delights in Variety. Gop has diverſify'd 
the Faculties of our Souls, as he has the Conſtitut ions 
of our Bodies. The Zealot is ſubject to Choler, the 
Bigot to Melancholy, the Libertixe is of a ſanguine 
Complexion; and as for the reſt, they are but ſo 

| many walking, ſpeaking Lumps of Phlegm. This is 
che pH,, Diviſion of Mortals; under which are 
| comprehended the various Tempers which reſult 
from the different Mixture of theſe four Radical 
Principles And for this we muſt thank Galen and 

Hippacrates, 


But if we conſult the 4frologers, they will af 


ſign as many different Humours and Complexions as 
a there be Stars in the Heaven, at leaſt, as there be 
8 Conſtellations. "They'll tell ye of the Bull and the 
5 Bear, and Gop knows what heavenly Stories. The 
; Dragon ſhail ſpit Venom on one Man's Nativity, 


our of his Mouth; and give another a poiſonous 
Lick with his Tail, If we believe all they ſay, there is 


— 
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not an Herb in the Field but has its particular 8747, 
whoſe Influence cauſes it to grow and proſper ; though 
© Moſes tells us, that the Vegetables appear d on the Earth, 
, even before the Stars themſelves had their Exiſtence 
in the Heaven, 1 | 
But, whether there be any Truth in 4/roogy, or 
no, this is certain, that Men differ in their Senti- 
ments of Religion, as they do in their Faces. The 
Phy/iogmony of Faith is infinitely various. One Man 
believes in Moſes, another in Feſus the Son of Mary, 
a third in Mahomet our Holy Lato: giver. Then theſe 
are ſubdivided into innumerable Parties. . The Fer; 
have ſeventy eminent Religious Factions. There 
are number'd Seyenty and one Ses of Chriſtian: 
and Seventy two of My//ulmans. Theſe are all at 


odds about Words and exterior Ceremonies 3 ſo zca- 


lous for Charity and Peace, that they are in perpetual 
Wars for its ſake, murthering one another in the Love 
of Love: And ſuch ſtout Champions for the T7474, 
that they ſcruple not to tell ten thouſand Lies inn its 
Defen de. „ | 
The Differences between the Greet and Armenia: 
Naxarenes, the Neſtorians and Facobites, with other 
Sects of the Eaft, are not unknown to the Minister- 


of the Porte. But perhaps thou art à Stranger to the 


new Schi/ms of the West 

The moſt eminent Divi/fion of Chriſſendom at this 
time, is into Catholicts and Protefants. The former 
obey the Roman Mufti, and boaſt of an uninterrupt- 
ed Series of Caliphs from Peter the Vicar of the M. 
tas, down to the preſent Pope, The latter are the 
Followers of Luther and Calvin, Men who pretend- 
ed to certain new Lights, and claim'd a Rigit 
to reform the Errors of their Fathers, in Matters 
of Faith and Worſhip. God beſt knows who's in 
the Right or Wrong of theſe two Parties: But 
they have always been at Daggers-drawing in de- 
fence of their ſeveral Tenets ; proſecuting and maſ- 
a e ſacring 
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ſacring one another for Conſcience-ſake, Both Sides 
appeal to the written Lato, to apoftolical Traditions, 
to the Teſfimony of the Ancients, the Decrees ct 
Councili, and the Practice of thoſe whom they call the 
Primitive Church. Yer neither Part will allow the 
other a ſufficient Judgment to interpret thoſe Memoirs 
of Antiquity, nor an authentick Power to decide Con- 
troverſies of this Nature. Thus their Diſputes are 
like to laſt till the n Day of Deciſion, when all 
human Quarrels ſhall be determin'd before the Grand 
Tribunal. | 

In the mean Time they take all Adyantages to 
execute their Spight and Malice on cach other, un- 
der the Notion of Juſtice and Piety. We are daily 
alarmed here with tragica! Relations of horrid Mur- 
thers and Butcherics committed on the Proteſtants of 
Piedmont, and other Parts under the Duke of Savoy. 
Whilſt ſome ſay, that all theſe Reports are falſe, 
and the Sufferings of thoſe People are, accordin 2 
to Law, the due Puniſhment of their reve. ious 
Actions. | | | 
lt is not in my Power to adjuſt their Differen- 
ces; nor is it material to a Mauſſulman, which of 
them has the Law on their Side. Yet if I were 
inclin'd to take any Part, it ſhould be that of the 
Oppreſſed. Cruelty I abhor; and our holy Pro- 
phet has forbid Force to be us'd in Matters of Re- 
ligion, ſince the Conſcience is reſponſible to none but 
GOD. | 

May that Gop, from whoſe Unity have ſprung 
all the different Eſſences in the World, and all the 
Variety in Nature, gives us Grace to love the whole 


Creation, and not to ſhed Blood, unleſs in the ſacred 
Combat. | | 


Paris, 13th , the 6th Moon, 
of the Tear 1655. 
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LETTER V. 
Te William Voſpel, a Recluſe of 
| | Auſtria. 


1 Had concluded thee dead, till thy Letter certi- 
1 fy'd me to the contrary, So long a Silence 
between Friends, would put any Man upon the ſame 
Thoughts. Ten Years have ſlipt away between my 
liſt to thee, and thy Anſwer. I hope thou doſt 
not meaſure Time after the Rate of the Seven Sleep- 
ers, Perhaps thou haſt been enjoin'd a ten Years 
Silence and Abſlinence from all manner of Conver- 
ſion, by the Sperior of thy Convent. Such Seve- 
rities are not uncommon in Religious Societies, where 
the main Rufineſs is to acquire Perfection. The 
Armenian Monaſteries are much more rigid, where, 
but for one extravagant Word, I have known a 
Man's Tongue lock d up for the Space of two and 
twenty Years, under Pain of Excommunication ; and 
then retcas'd, only for the Sake of a moſt ſignifi cant 
Jeſt put on the Patriarch in mute Signs. Wit will 


find a Way to vent itſelf, though it be at the Fingers | 


Ends And, for ought 1 know, thou haſt obliged 
the Abbot to take off thy Cenſure by the like Method, 
There was abundandane of Satyr in the Subſanna. 
tion of the ancient Romans; and no leſs Rhetorick in 
the Sbrug or Grimace of the modern Italianc. The 
Mimicks of Scaramouchi are a perfett Lampon; and 
Harlequin is Burleſque all over. 
Thou know'ſt I always entertain thee with one 
frivolous Diſcourſe or other to divert thy Me- 
lancholy; and thy own Letters give me Encou- 
ragement. They ſeem to be writ in a pleafant 
Humour, But, tell me, have 1 gueſs d right at 
the Cauſe of ſo tedious a Reſervedneſs, or no! 
Hlaſt thou been forced all this while to ſpeak 1 
1 5 5 thy 
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thy Hand, Feet, Noſe, and the emphatic Motions of 
thy Head and Eyes? If it were ſo, I fancy thou 
wert excellent Company among thy grave den gen 
tick Brethren, and in a fair Way to underſtand the 
Language of the Bea/?s, who by curvetting, creep- 
ing, leaping, frisking their Tails, and other Poſ- 
tures,” expreſs their various Paſſions, Deſires, and 
Neceſſities, as intelligibly to thoſe who are us'd to 
them, as we can do by the moſt elegant Addreſſes in 

Words. 1 
But to be ſerious: If for the ſake of Vertue this 
Penance be impoſed on thee by him who preſides over 
thy Convent, or thou haſt voluntarily undertaken 
[WW O ditticult a Part of Self-denial on the Score of 
Pibilaſaphy or Religion, thou haſt approv'd thyſelf 
| wiſe and brave in not flinching, A Coward in re- 


 lgious Matters is as deſpicable as in the Engage- 
WW ments of the World. *Tis honourable to face Temp- 
| nuetions, and come off with Victory. 
493 for what t'iou deſireſt to know, concerning 
d ue Sepulchre of King Childeric, it is eſteemd a Piece 
m great Antiguity, in regard he was the fourth Mo- 
auch of Fance. He reign'd over the Gauls or Franks 
s uin the Year 458, Severus being Emperor of Rome, 
d verinus and Degalaiphus, Conſuls, Yet in little 
d. wore than three Years he was depos'd and baniſh'd 
a. b his Subjects, whilſt Egidius, a Roman, was 
1 crown'd in his ſtead. Neither did this Man pleaſe 
ne the People fo well, but that after ſome Experience 


ad ef his Oppreſſion, Avarice and other Vices, they 
expell'd hum alſo, and recall'd their lawful Sove- 
reign, For Ægidius had ved d them with unreaſona- 


FR ble Taxes, fleccing thcm of many Millions, which 
ou- he privately ſent out of the Kingdor, diſpo- 
an ling of this vaſt Treaſure at Rome, and among 


his Friends in other Parts, as a Support againſt fu- 
ture Contingencies : For he look'd for ſome Back- 
blows of Fate. Cbilderic therefore being reſtor' d to 
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his Crown, enjoy'd it till his Death, which was in 
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the Year 484. After whom ſucceeded in the King- 
dom, C/odoverns the Great, who was the firſt French 
Kung that embrac'd Chriſtianity. | 

Ihe Time when Chi/deric's Tomb was firſt diſca- 
ver'd, was about two Years ago, when the Cathe- 
dral of Tournay wanted Reparation. For as the La- 
Sourers were digging up the old Charnel- Houſe, they 
encounter'd a long Stone; which giving em ſonic 
Fatigue, they broke in Pieces, and found under it 
the entire Skeleton of a Man lying ar length, with 
abundance of Greek Medals of Gold, and ſome 
other Curioſities of the fame Metal, among which was 
a Ring with this Motto: 


- SIGILLUM CHILDERICI REG1s 


All theſe Reliques were at firſt poſſeſs'd by the Ca. 
noms of that Church, where they were found: Of 
whom they were begg' d by the 4rch-Duke of Al- 
firia, who has them in his Cuſtody, Therefore 
thoſe who told thee they are in the King of 
France's Hands were miſinform'd themſelves, or 
deſign'd to abuſe thee. For this cannot be fup- 
pos'd, during the prefent Wars between France and 
Spain: When they are more ready on both Sides to 
plunder one another, than to grant Civilities of this 
obliging Nature. 

I perceive thou art grown a great Antiquary , 
and therefore, in token of my Efteem, I have ſent 
thee a Cabinet of ſuch old Things as I have ſcrap 
together in my Travels, and during my Reſidence in 
this City. | TE 

The Agates which you will find in the p/er- 
moſt Drawer, may eaſily be dated by their Figures, 
which are all after the Faſhion of Gentile Rome, 
As for the Shells in the Second, I leave them to thy 
ewn Judgment ; only this I will fay, that they 
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are not common. The Third contains a Miſcellany of 
ſeveral Antiques. "The Knives were us'd by the an- 
tient Romiſh Prieſts in their er The Weights 
are at leaſt twelve, hundred Years old, by the Parallels 
which J have ſeen in the King's Litrary. The Rings 
are alſo of the Parthian Make: And the Arrow to 
which they are faſten'd, retains its oriental Venom to 
this Hour; as thou wilt find by trying it on ar y 
Animal that deſerves it But after all, the /ozverm:/# 


Drawer contains nothing but Counterfeits. For thoic 


Medali are the Work ef Parmezan, the fineſt Gr er 


in the World. If thou knowelt not his Char acter, "1 


tell thee in a Word; he was famous for imitat ing ſo 
exactly the moſt antient Meda/s, that the Tranſcripts | 


could not be diſcern d, even by the moſt skiltul Arts, 


from the Originals. 
Accept theſe with the ſame good Wil as did, 


when they were preſented to me, and tell me wherein 


elſe I can gratiſy thy Wiſhes. 
You Monaſticis are infinitely happy in the ad- 
vantages of Retirement and Tranquility. You are 


free from the Cares which moleſt other Mort abs 
The Bell rings you to Prayers, and to your Repa/? 
You have nothing elle to regard, but your Contempla- 


tims and Studies, Many great Lights have ſprung 


from your various Orders. And Fil tell thee, Father 


William, the World will be diſappointed if thou ſhould'ſt 


Th a Dark-Lanthirn, and only be wife for thy 
. | 


Paris, 2475 of the 6th Moon, 
of the Tear, 1655. 
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LETTER VI. 


To the moſt Illuftrious and Invincible 
Vizir Azem, at the Porte. 


Y the Sound which the Sun makes at his go- 
ing down, I ſwear I was not miſtaken in tte 
4aea I had of thy Generoſity. And the Diſpatch 
with which thou haſt honoured the S/ave Mabmut, 
confirms me in à perfect Security of thy Favour and 
Protection. ; 1 
I ſhall, with exquiſite Diligence, obey thy Orders: 
But it cannot be attempted without vaſt Suns 04 
Money. Ard if I may be thought worthy to give 
Advice to my Superiors, the moſt effectual Way to 
accompliſh this, will be by ſending one of the prix- 
cipal Minifters to this Court, with a ſplendid Embay)y : 
for this young King expects very honourable Ad- 
dreſſes from all that ſeek his more intimate Friend- 
thip : Thereſore a Chiaus would be lighted on ſich 
an Occaſion, and marr all the Deſign. I would 
counſel, That ſome Body be ſent who perfectly 
underſtands the Genius of the French, and the parti- 
culer Aims of Cardinal Ma arini. EH 
Under the Protection of ſuch a One, I ſhould be 
able, without hazard of a Diſcovery, to act all that 
is neceſſary to carry on this Deſign with good Suc- 
ceſs. Here are abundance of needy Courtiers, on 
whom Gold will have a powerful Influence. But 
neither I in Perſon, nor any one whom I ſhall de- 
pute, can make ſuch Tenders, unleſs there were 
here ſome known publick Ambaſſador from the 
Grand Seignior, to countenance the Buſineſs, For 
otherwiſe it will preſently be whiſper'd, that ſome 
private Agent lurks here incognito, They will ſtat 
a thouſand Chimera's of Jealouſy, and fo I may run 
the Hazard of a ſecond Impriſonment, when the C # 
FO aina 
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dinal ſhall call to mind the Occaſion of my f. All 
that I can then fay of my being a Mo/davian, will 
find no Credit; and "twill be no leſs than a Miracle, 
if they do not expoſe me to a Scrutiny for the Mark 
of Circumciſion , which if it be found, all is betray'd 
and ruin'd. 5 T7 | | 

I do not yalue the Puniſhments they will infli& on 
me, nor the Loſs of my Life : But I dread the more 
important Conſequences of ſuch a Diſcovery ; the 
unmasking the Secrets of the Grand Seignior to 
Infidels, | | T3 

Theſe are the chief Reaſons I have to offer in be- 
half of an honourable Embaſſy. As to the Perſon 
whom thou ſhalt think fit to employ in ſo glorious. 
a Truſt, I will not preſume to add any Thing to 
what I have ſaid already, that he be a Man of Ex- 
perience in the French Affairs, well vers'd in the 
Knowledge of Chriſtian Policy, the different Inte- 
reſts of the Courts of Europe, and one that ex:&ly 
knows what Advantage to make of the new Pope. 
For after long Debates, the Cardinals have at Jait 
elected one, who has aſſum'd the Name of Alex- 
ag IH: 

It is hard to judge at his firſt Acceſſion to that 


S2vereign Chair, what Intereſt this Prelate will em- 


brace, whether that of France or Spain: Or whe- 
ther his Conduct will be Neutral, deporting him- 
{lf with an equal Indifterence to all the Nazarene 
Princes, whom he calls his Sons, endeavouring to 
compoſe their Quarrels, and unite their Forces 


againſt the Maſſu/mans, I tell thee, no Body can 


be yet aſſured, what the Temper of the Roman Mifti 
may prove, For it is uſual for the aſpiring Cardi- 
nass to promiſe many Things in hopes of the Pa- 


pacy which they never perform, when they have 


once obtain'd the 2acontroulable Command. Diſſimmu. 


ation is rank'd among the principal Virtues in the 


Court of Rome: And he that knows not how to 
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diſguiſe his Affections, is not thought worthy of an 
important Tut. Adonai the Fer has loſt his Liberty 
in that City for being defective in this courtly Ac- 
con pliſnment. It ſeems, he and ſome others of his 
Nation, raill'd too paſſionately and openly at the 7/:- 
fatry of the Romans. Yet I expect dalily to hear of 
his Relicf; for I underſtand by a Letter from him, that 


haue was excepted out of the Number of thoſe whole 


Condemnation is irrecoverable. 

I reproved him for his Immoral:ty in reflecting 
on the Eflabliſb d Religion of the Country where he 
reſides But this kind of Arrogance is the peculiar 


Vice of the Hebrervs, They deſpiſe all other People 


in the World: Whereas thou know'ſt, the in par- 
tial Cop reſpects not one Nation more than an- 
other; for they are all equally the Works of hi 
Hands. And for ought we know, he tolerates the 
Variety of Religions that are cxtant in the World, 
' with the ſame Indifference as he diſpenſes bis comu 61 
 Bleflings to ſuch an infinite Number of Men of di- 
* Verte Fares.” -.- | | 


The Multiplicity in the Univerſe exalts the divine 


Uuity, which is the Root of all. And if there be ten 
thouſand Myriads of Worlds, they ail ſprang from one 
Cauſe, and there they end, For He is the Firſt and 
Laſt of every Thing. | 


Paris, 24 of the 7th Myon, 
of the Year 1655. 
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LETTER VII. 


63632 


To Nathan Ben Saddi, a Jew at Vienna, 


HE Egyptians have a Proverb, That he who 
| thinks and ſpeaks of Gop only when he 15 me- 
lancholy, ſacrifices to the Planet Pharovis or Satir”, 


and 
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and not to the moſt high and exalted King of 2 Things, 
who is the Fountain of Joy to Men and Angels. 

I counſel thee not to liſt thyſelf in the Number 
of thoſe who adore the Stars, by cheriſhing ſad 
Ileas of the ever indulgent and merciful Divinity, 
Nor think thyſelf the leſs liable to this Cenſure, 
becauſe it proceeds from a Nation which was once 
at Enmity with the Sons of Jacob. Deſpiſe not the 
Wiſdom of that People, from whom even Mies 
your Law-giver learn'd all his, and from whom all 
Nations borrow'd Improvements of Learning, it 
they are not indebted to them for its firſt Rudi- 


ments, 


By what I have ſaid, thou wilt perceive that I 
conſult thy Happineſs, and would have thee chaſe 
away vain Fears and ſuperſtitious Thoughts the 
mere Product of an ill-temper'd Spleen, which 18 
the peculiar Malady of thy Nation. Let thy Heart, 
be always chearful; for Gop oves every Thing 
tbat he has made: The Univerſe overflows with his 
Bounty. Be not too Religious, nor ſtrain the Fa- 
culties he has given thee for thy Support, and not for 
thy Bane. | | 5 bY 

I had rather hear from thee Matter of News, than 
theſe diſmal Scruples about thy Soul, If thou art 
not willing to embrace the Myſulman Faith, in God's 
Name, continue to obſerve the Law of Moſes, and 
proſeeute thy Affairs with Alacrity,. - — 

Thou haſt been very {lack of late in ſending me 
Advices of what paſſes at Vienna, and other Parts of 
Germany. We have flying Reports here of the Death 
of Eleanor the Empreſs; and that on the ſame Day 
whereon ſhe died, Leopolans Ignatius Foſephus, the 
Emperor's Son was elected King of the Romans I 
know not how to write to the Mini/ers of the Porte, 
till thou haſt aſcertain'd me of theſe Things, For 
God's ſake, be ſpeedy in thy Di/patches, and inform 
me what is done at the Diet of Frankfort, Rouſe 
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up thyſelf, and baniſh ſuperfluous Cares. Remem- 
ber, that as there is but Oe God, fo there is but 
One Law, but One Thing neceſſary to Men, that is, 
Iv live according to Reaſon. This is engraven in eve- 
ry Man's Heart, and there needs no Comment to ex- 
lain it. Thou art a ſufficient Lawgiver, Rabbi, 
Doctor, and Interpreter to thyſelt. Let not others 
amuſe thee with Fables. | 
I will now acquaint thee with ſomething of Cer- 
tainty. The French have gain d Lanarecies, a ſtrong 
Town'in Flanders. It was ſurrendred to them on 
the 224 of this Mion; and the next Day all the Gar- 
riſon march d out, conſiſting of 1500 Men, beſides 
300 wounded. bg Reads pe ann 
The King is gone, upon this good News, to view 


and take care of his new Conqueſt. For this is not 


the only Town the Spaniards have loſt: They talk 
of Maubeuge, Bovines, and Conde; all which, ac. 
cording to freſh Report, are in the Hands of the 
French. This young Monarch is ſtrangely fortunate, 
If thou canſt inform me of ſuch ſucceſsful Cam- 

paipns _— the People of the North, fail not to 
do it in Seaſon ; for we are not plac'd in theſe Sa. 
tions to whiſtle to Sheep. | 


Paris, 29th of the 7th Moon, 
of the Year 1655, 
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To Muſtapha Lulu Beamtulla, a Man 


of the Law. 


I Would willingly be admitted into Paradi/e, as 
I as well as other Maſulmans. Neither would I think, 
ſpeak, or do any Thing which might prejudice my 


Title, and baulk my Pretenſions to eternal Happi- 
neſs, This Deſire is natural to all Men; and when 


I pro- 
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I profeſs it, thou may ſt believe me without an Oath. 
Yet methinks, I would not go hoodwinked to Heaver, 
but would fain enjoy the Benefit of my Senſe and 
Reaſon, in my Advances to that Region of BYi/s. | 

I believe the Alcoran is the Oracle of Gop; and tis 
ſo firmly imprinted in my Memory, that I could re- 
peat it verbatim from the Beginning to the End, with- 
out miſting a Yerficle, I give an entire Credence to 
the Doctrine of the Reſurrection ; being naturally 
deſirous of Immortality : But I cannot entertain the 
roſs Conceit, which the greateſt Part of Mum 
have of the Reſurrection; that is, that our very Daft 
ſhall be rais'd again, and organis d into a Body. The 
Nazarenes are of the ſame Opinion. But, methinks, 
there's no need of ſtretching and ſtraining of Nature. 
Beſides, this Opinion is inconſiſtent with other funda. 
mental Doctrines of the Muſſulman Lat. 

We are all taught to believe, that the Souls of 7ſt 
Men, Saints and Martyrs, immediately on their De- 


parture from the Body, aſcend to Paradiſe. If ſo, then 


they either live there in an une Eſtate, or they 
have new Bodies aſſign'd them by the ſame Province 


which gave them their O/ d. Be it which way it plea- 


ſes Go p, it will appear a manifeſt Botch in the Works 
of the Omnipotent, and Indecorum in Nature, to make 
theſe Souls either caſt off their zer Bodies at the Da 

of Judgment, for the Sake of their o/d Rotten Re/ichs, 
after they have enjoy'd all the raviſhing Delights of 


Eden for ſo many Ages; or to fiand in nced of any 


Bodies at all, after they have liv'd fo long in a /h. 
rate Condition. There's no Senſe in it. Doubtlets, 


this Opinion was firſt hatch'd by thoſe who believ's the 


Sleep of the Soul, and held that it was inſeparable 
from the Body. For then they had no other Way co 
comfort themſelves with any probable Hopes of a / 


viving Immortality, but by maintaining, that as the 


Soul ſlept with the Body in the Grave, ſo both Soul 


and Body ſhould conjointly riſe again at the Day cf 
15 6 Or 
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Or perhaps this Figure of our Reſurrection was 
inculcated to inſinuate the Faith of an immortal State, 
into the duller Minds of thoſe who were incapable of 
comprehending either the Pre-exi/tence of Souls, their 
Self-ſub/itence after Death, or their Tranſlation into 
other Bodies, | | | 

It ſeems to me much more eaſy to believe, accord. 
ing to the moſt obvious Works of Nature, that after 
our Diſſolution here, we ſhall either aſſume ſome 
Body ot Air, Fire, or other Elemental Supplement, 
or by magnetick Tranſmigration ſhall be united to 
fome Yegetable or Animal Embryo, than to dream of 
recollecting all our ſcatter'd Aſbes together, aſter ſo 
many Thouſands of Years, wherein they have been diſ- 
pers d, perhaps thro? all the Ranges of the Univer/e. 


Surely, our holy Lawgiver, and all the other Pro- 


Fhets, intended no other Thing by the Do#rine of 
the Reſurrefion, but only to convince the World, 
that the Soul was Immortal, and that conſequently 
there would be a Reward of Good and Bad Works 
after this Life, We ſhall live for ever, old Lato- 
ger And what ſignifies it, whether we have the 
tame Bodies or others, ſo long as we are happy m 
any- State: And if we are metamorphisd we can- 
not fail of our /pecifick Felicity, ſince every Crea- 
tore is happy in his own E/ence. Then Jet us be 
Apes, Dromedaries, Camels, or any Thing but Hog-, 


and we ſhall have Bliſs enough. That Creature is 


the very Emblem of Uncleanneſs, and therefore its 
Life cannot be the Object of a Muſſulmans's Wiſh. 


Yet we know not the Latus of our Change or Tran/- 


migration from this mortal Life: For the Soul, ac- 
cording to Pythagoras and the Ancients, is capable of 
all Firms, 5 . 

I thou wond'reſt what has put me upon this Diſ- 
courſe, it is the Remembrance of what I have heard 
thee relate of the Apparition of dead Men's Bones 
in the Cemetery of Grand Caire in Egypt, at a certain 


Seaſon 


T 
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Seaſon of the Year, when Multitudes of People 
by Cuſtom flock thither ro behold this wonderful 


Scene of a Sham Reſurrection. 1 can give it no better 


Title, ſince in all probability *ris only the Effect of 
ſome Artifice us'd by the Chri//ians, to procure Mo- 
ney from the admiring Crowd. And I'm confirm'd 
in this Belief, by a Letter I receiv'd from Mehemet 
the ExiPd Eunuch, who now reſides at Caire; and 


having been curious to obſerve this celebrated Miracle, 


among the other Rarities of this City, ſent me ſuch an 
Account of this Paſſage, as convinces me there's ſome 
Cheat in't. | 

He tells a great many other Things of the Superſti. 
tion and Ignorance of the Egyptians as to the Pyra- 


mids, and the ſuppos'd Spirits which guard em. In 
all, he laments the Condition of Mortals, who have 


fo far degenerated from themſelves, and ſoffer'd their 
Reaſon to be debauch'd with Fables. | e 
Sage Mu ſtapha, thou art of the Race of thoſe who 
have preſerv'd Science and Philoſophy. A Halo of 
Light inveſts thy Soul. Let no dark Opinion of God 
and his Wort eclipſe thy utellect. EE 


Paris, 20th of the 8th Moon, 
of the Year 1655, 


— 


LETTER VIII. 


E Solyman Kuſlir Aga, Prince of the 


Black Eunuchs. 


"F< Di/ patch came in an happy Hour : Yet the 


Contents of it ſurpris'd me. *Tis a ſtrange 


Turn, of Fortune, that the B of Aleppo, after ſo 


many Rebellions, ſhould become the Sultan's Fa- 
vourite, and be inveſted in the higheft Dignity of 


the Empire, Yet, he knows, but this may be the 


only 
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only effectual Courſe to reclaim him, and of an Ene- 
my to render him a Friend: For Ambition is a Vice ſo 
nearly bordering on Virtue, fo refin'd and ſubtle in 
Complexion, that when the Paſſion which cherrſhes it, 


s once gratified with its proper Object, it ſoon be- 


comes a Virtue itſelf, and transforms a Libertine to a 
Haagi, ranking a Man to Day among the moſt de- 


ſerving Heroes, who but Yeſterday was in the Number | 


of the Seditious. VV 
Therefore, I cannot but highly applaud the Coun- 


| {cl of thoſe, who perſuaded the Gra#d Seignior to 


this uncommon Choice of the Yizer Azem. The 
whole Empire has languithed for want of a Man of 


Abilities in that Supreme Station, ever ſince the Seal 


was taken from the moſt illuſtrious CHalſacin Baſſa 


through the Malice of his Enemies. And in this 
Juncture, they could not have pitch d on à Man 


more capable of the Charge, than this bold Baſſa; 


Who, beltdes his Experience in the Wars, both by 
Sea and Land, is look'd on as the ſtouteſt Man in 
this Age. As for his former Crimes, they proceeded 
only from his Diſcontent and Thirſt of Glory, which 


is now ſufficiently allay'd by the Bounty of our Sove- 


reign, The Cauſe therefore of his Extravagances be- 
ing thus ſeaſonably removed, the Ee will naturally 
ceaſe. | 


But ſuffer me to ask thee ; Do they not reſent, at 


the Seraglio, his Approaches to that Sandtzary of 
Mortals with ſuch a formidable Retinue * Thou 
telleit me, he is attended by forty thouſand Men, an 


Equipage fit for a Sovereign Monarch, Perhaps, tis 


only the Effect of his martial Genius, and that he is 


willing to appear like a Soldier: Or, it may be he 
really ſuſpected Danger, and that he was deſigu'd for 
a Sacrifice, which made him come thus guarded to 
the Feet of his Maſter; that his Son might revenge 
his Death, by ſome deſperate Attempt on Conſtanti- 
nople. Be it how it pleaſes Gop, it ſeems, the __ 
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wink'd at all, and receiv'd him with ſuch Marks of 


his Eſteem and Affection, as are ſeldom vouchſafed 


to Subjects. I hope the Event will anſwer his Ex- 
pectation. Theſe new Methods of Clemency may 
prove more ſucceſsful, than the ſevere Conduct of 
former Times. Men of great Souls are ſooner ſub- 
du'd by Favour, than Force and Cruelty. | 

I am extremely oblig'd to thee for thy Inſtructi- 
ons, which I ſhail exactly obſerve in writing to 
this Supreme Minſter. Thou haſt match'd my own 
Thoughts in this Advice: For knowing that Bas 
Temper, it will be Policy, as well as Juſtice, frankly 
to own” what I have writ againſt him, and not ſtuff 
my Letter with abject fawning Submiſſions, or ſneak- 


ing Excuſes ; he's brave himſelf and will be pleas'd 


to ſee a Man reſolute in his Duty. rh, 
However, let the Conſequence be what it will, I 


muſt follow the Meaſures of my own Integrity. 


There is ſomething ſo ſatisfactory in Truth, and an 


honeft blunt Carriage, as far ſurpaſſes the little faint 


Pleaſures of Artifice and Diſſimulation. And I ſhould 
be weary of my Life, were I forced to preferve it 
by ſuch effeminate Tricks, Yet, I muſt confeſs, 
tis a vaſt Encouragement, to find thy Sentiments 
the ſame. What is this World, that we ſhould be 
ſo fond of it? Or what is this Life of Mortals, that 


we need be ſo over-ſtudious of prolonging the Reſpt- 


ration of that Breath, which may with as much 
Eaſe be all breath'd out at once, as by fo many ſuc- 


cellive Millions of Moments; for Death properly 


poſſeſſes but an Inſtant of Time; no more does Lite, 
Every Gaſp renews the One, and the laſt com- 
mences and finiſhes the Other. As to Pleaſure and 


Pain, we generally have an equal Share of em. And 


it appears to me an equal, if not a greater Happineſs, 
at once to be freed for ever from the Latter, than by 
ſuch an irkſome Compoſition to protract the Enjoy- 
ment of the Former. | 4 . 

, WE Brave 
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Brave Solyman, when I contemplate thy Virtue, 
it inſpires me with Courage againſt the vain Miſts of 


+ Fear, which the Magick of Opinion has raisd before 


the Eyes of Mortals. 1 embrace thee with an extend. 
ed Soul, and with thee the two Extremes of Happi- 
neſs, Plenitude of Joys in this Life, and an immortal 
Series of Felicities in Paradiſe, Live for cyer, thou 
generous Son of Cham, 


Paris, 24 of the 9th Moon, 
of the Tear 1655, 


hs, _— e — 


LE TIER IN. 


To the moſt Illuftrious Vizir Azem, at 


the Porte, 


| * the Souls of | all my. Progenitars, I was glad 
to hear the News of thy Advance to this glo- 


rious Height of Power : Yet when thou wert Ba 
of Aleppo, and held Correſpondence with the Vene 


tians, I accus d thee to the Divan, doing thereby no 
{mall Service to the Ottoman Empire: For which 
thou haſt now Reaſon in Honour to reward me; 
knowing that I prevented a great deal of Confuſion 
and Blood. It will not become the firſt Miniſter, 
to cheriſh private Revenges, or harbour ill Thoughts 
of a faithful Slave. In diſcovering thy Intrigucs at 
that Tune, I did but perform my Duty to the Grand 
Seignior, thy Lord and mine. Nay, for ought thou 


knoweſt, I was happily inſtrumental in ſaving thy 


Life, which might have been loſt in the Purſuit of 
thoſe hazardous Projects thou wert then engag'd 
in. Be it how it will, thou art now living, and in- 


ſtall'd in the moſt illuſtrious Charge of the Empire. 


And without Flattery I ſpeak it, a braver Man could 
IANS ft | 9 ot 


. 


not have aſcended to that Dignity, May Gob long 


continue thee in it, to the Joy and Advantage of all 
the Myfſulmans, 


All the World extol thy Valour and Boldneſs; ef - 
pecially the Nazarenes, among whom the Baſſa of 


Aleppo is famous. They alſo highly commend thy 
Juſtice. And thou wilt find in the Regiſter, that 


when I acquainred my Superiors of thy Revolt, I 
was not envious in concealing thy Virtues. | 

Therefore I beg of thee not to be partial in thy 
Reſentments; but confider Mahmut as à faithful 


Slave, who will never tranſgreſs the Commands of 


the Myſterious Bench, nor ſuftcr any ſiniſter Motives 
to biaſs him, though *twere in Favour of his own 
Prother. For, this is the ſevere Conduct that is ex- 


pected of me by my Superiors and which thou thy 


felt wilt require at my Hands, | 
But, I believe, thou needeſt not theſe Addrefirs 
to move thee to Generoſity. Thy own native Juſtice 


will ſupgett to thee, that | rather merit a Reward than 
a Puniſhment for doing my Duty, though 'twere in ac- 


culing thyſclf, 


Confiding therefore in thy Goodneſs, and my 


own Innocence, I ſhall not deſpair of that Protecti- 
on and Favour from thee, which all thy Predeceſ- 
ſors have afforded me, ſince my Arrival at this Place. 
Nay, I think thy Friendſhip and Eſteem is rather 
due to me than a thouſand Sycephauts and Flat- 
Ferers. | 


I will in this Confidence write freely to thee, as 


1 have been commanded: and vent my Thoughts, 


without a timorous Reſerve: For thou art the 4 
Judge of the Fudyes among the Faithful, T 
There is no doubt, but thou haſt heard of the 


Duke of Lsrrain, a famous Warriour in theſe Ve- 


nern Parts, but now a Priſoner of state in Spain. 1 
tent Intelligence laſt Year to Mu/tapha Berber Aga, 


of the Grounds and Circumſtances of this Prince's 
I oe Con- 
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Confinement, wherof thou can'ſt not be ignorant, 
For all my Diſpatches are made publick to the Mi- 


_ niſters of the bleſſed Porte, W 
The Brother of that Dale immediately ſucceeded 


him, by the King of Spain's Orders, in the Com- 
mand of the Army in Flanders; they call him Dube 
Francis, Every Body thought that he had conſented 
to the Impriſonment of his Brother, as being diſ- 
guſted at his Inconſtancy, Avarice, and other V ices, 
It was ſuppos d alſo, that his own Ambition, and 


Thirſt of Honour, had corrupted the Fidelity and 
Love he ow'd to the Son of his Mother; as knovr- 


ing that by his Fall, he himſelf ſhould riſe to the 
Dignity of General, which his Brother enjoy'd du- 


But now 'tis evident that this Dx Francis did 


all along diſſemble his Reſertments of his Brother's 
Calamity; for he is lately revolted from the King 
of <pain, and come over to the French, with five 
thouſand Horſe and Foot. Fe has openly declar'd, 


That he will never give Reſt to his Sword, till he 


has either procur'd his Brother's Releaſe, or deeply 
reveng'd the Injuries have been done him. He was 
receiv'd by the French King with all imaginable En- 


dearment and Careſſes. The whole Court are emu- 


lous in ſtriving to excel one another in the Demon- 
ſtrations of their Civility and Reſpect to this Printe; 
ard they have culld out the beſt Quarters for bis 


Soldiers. This Nation is always hoſpitable to Fran- 
gers; more eſpecially to ſuch as court their Friend- 


ſhip after this extraordinary Way, who enter into 
their I. tereſte, and ergage in their Quarrels Vet 
neither France, nor all the Kingdoms of Europe, to- 
gethar can match the Bounty of the munificent Perte, 
which pardons and receives, with open Embraces, her 
moſt implacable Enemies on their Submiſſions and 


Con- 
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Commander of the Muſſulman Grandees, thou art 
but a Man, and haſt not exceeded that Character in 
the worſt of thy Errors Now thou art aſſum'd to 
a Charge which requires the Fidelity and Prudence 
of an Angel. If thou ſhalt reform the Sate and re- 
ſtore the Muſulman Affairs to their true Luſtre, we 
ſhall have Reaſon to contemplate thy Life in ſome 


meaſure as a Parelle] to that of Craſſus, who was par- 


don'd three Treaſons by Cæſar, and afterwards became 


the moſt loyal and ſerviceable Man in the Roman 
a Empir 1) | | | 


Paris, 24 of the gib Moon, 
of the Vear 165 5. 


* 


N . 
Caire # Egypt. 
5 f HO v telleſt me wonderful Things of Egypz, 


ſuch as almoſt ſurpaſs Credit. And I perceive 
thou thyſelf doſt not believe the Story of the az- 


nual Reſurrection of Bones, which is ſo much talk'd 
of by Travellers, My Couſin Touf ridicul'd it with 
ſmart Reaſon, and was almoſt in Danger of his Life 
among the bigotted Mors and Coprites. 


But I could hardly imagine there had ſtill re- 
main'd in that Region (which has undergone ſo many 
Revolutions of Government) any Foorlteps of the 


primitive Egyyptians. Yet, it ſeems, the Prieſts of 
thoſe early Ages were particularly careful to tranſ- 
mit to Poſierity an exact Hiſtory of their Kings, 
with Memoirs of their Action,; the Building of the 
Pyramids; the Place of the Statues; the magical 
Mirrour; the City of the b/ack Eag/e ; the Caſt/e ot 


Demons 


7 
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other Rarities | | | 
I tell thee, my dear Mebemet, J know not how to 
believe all theſe Romantick Stories. It cramps my 
Reafon to hear of a Brazen Tree with Tron Branche, 
and Verſatile Hooks, to catch Liars and Cheats, and 
there detain em till they ſhould do right to thoſe 
whom they had injur'd. Altogether as improbal/le 
is the Story of Gabdgfarouis, the Statue ſet up by 
King Gariac. 275 
Who can read of that Monarch's being carried 
in the Air by Eagles, but may as well believe the 
Noantic Voyage of Domingo Gonſales to the Miss. 
If thou know'ſt not that Storys I'll tell thce in ſhort, 
That this was a certain Spaniard, who in a Paſſage 
to the Indies, being by Shipwreck caſt aſhore on the 
Iſland of St, Helena, with a Negro his Slave, they 
. D were put to their Shifts fo far as to divide that unpea- 
pled and deſolate and between em out of pure Ne- 
ceſſny, that they might both find Proviſion enough to 
keep 'em from ſtarving (for it ſeems, there was great 
ſcarcity of every Thing that ſerv'd the Uſes of Life.) 
In this Condition, Neceſſity, the Mother of Cun. 
ning Devices, taught them to hold Correſpondence 
with one another, though living at, oppoſite Angles of 
the Jie, by the Help of certain wild Sans, which 
they took out of their Neſts very young; and brought 
em up as they do Pigeons at Babylon and Aleppo to be 
Letter-Carriers. | [TORS | | 
Afterward, as the Story goes, Domingo trying ſe- 
vera! Experiments on his Birds, and finding all ſuc- 
ceſsful; at laſt. having got Four and Twenty of them 
| Tcgether, and having brought em up to his Lure, 
1 he ventur'd his Carcaſs with em in the Air, faſten- 
=_ ing them together with Ropes and other Material 
| | But the extravegant Animals one Day took Wing, 
and carryd their Maſter to the Mon; m_ 1 
| 1 55 1 xcliged 


Moon, the Palace of Adamant, with innumerable 
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reſided a conſiderable Time; ſaw and convers'd with 
divers Inhabitants of that neighbouring Globe, viſited 
the Courts of ſeveral Lunar Princes, and was kindly 
receiv d by em all, even at the Seraglio of the Chief 


| Emperor, or Grand Seignior himſelf. And having 
been preſented with three Stoves of matchleſs Virtue 
7 and other rich Gifts, he had his Audience of Conge, 
| and came down to the Earth again, where he pub- 
: lih'd a Fournal of his Travels, out of which I have 
2 extracted this ſhort Epitome; not thinking it worth 
7 the while to trouble thee with the entire Relation of 
WF his ingenious Whimſies. | 
i Doubt leſs, there is nothing ſo eaſy, as to invent 
ce new and unheard-of Fables, to amuſe the credulous 
„ World, and captivate their Underſtandings. And I 9 
KF have told thee this, as a Parellel to thoſe monſtrous 4 
e Figments of Egypt: Such as that of King Garcam's 9 
e being carry'd in a Pavilion on the Shoulders of 4 
v WF Spirits ; His magical Tables, and the reſt of his glo- 1 
„ rious Whim-Whams, And that of the Queen Borſa, 9 
e- wbo ſate on a fery Throne, and livd in an en- 1 
to chanted Cate, whoſe Walls were full of Pipes, which 1 
at convey'd to her the Addreſſes of all ſorts of Plaintiffs, 9 
and her Decree and Deciſion of Controverſies back PN 
„again to them. Such another is that of Baraeſir's is 
ce WF leer Ter, and his fitting before his People in the | 
of WF Clouds of Heaven: and Bedourd's ſending an Angel 
ch who made ſuch a horrible roaring, that it cauſed an 
nr W_ L£arthguake. 5 . 
be Who can without laughing read the Story of the 
| Jdol of the Teſt, which diſtinguiſn'd between Harlots 
ſe. WF and Virgins by the Touch of their Hand? or of the 
uc  $f7rits which guard the Pyramids, one like a naked 
em Woman, walking about in the open Air at Noon, 
re, and making Men run mad for Love of her; Ano- 
ne WF ther in the Form of an old Man with a Basket on 
21; Fis Head, and a Cenſer in his Hand? A third of a 
og, black Woman with a monſtrous Child in her Arms? 
be | e | There 


94 Lerrzxs Writ by Vol. V. 
There is no End of ſuch Fables. Neither can any 
Man of Reaſon, ſtoop to ſo much Eaſineſs as to re- 
gard em. And it is a Pleaſure to me, when I conſider 
thee as a Man actually Satyrical upon Opinions and 
Traditions repugnant to Senſe. e $3.6] 

Mehemet, whilſt thou art in Egypt, remember that 
thou wert born in Arabia, were Science has flou- 
riſn'd for theſe thouſand Years. 


Paris, 2875 of the 91h Moon, 
of the Near 1655. 


, AL 
To Lorneſan Muſtapha, Baſſa of the Sea. 
| || Will not pretend to Divination, nor flatter thce 
1 with Preſages of better Fortune againſt the YVene- 
"f#ians, during thy Command of the Navy than thy 
Predeceſſors have had; yet I believe thou haſt more 
Honeſty and Valour than ſome of them, And Icon- 
gratulate thy Riſe to this Dignity. _ 
If my Intelligence be true, a more glorious Fleet 
has not ſail'd out of the Ortomman Harbours, than ap- 
' pears now at Sea, under thy Command. May thy 
Succeſs anſwer the Expectation of the My//4/maz:. 
But I tell thee, thou haſt need to look about thee; 
for thou wilt encounter a valiant and ſubtle Enemy. 
Theſe Venetian, are not like the reſt of the Nazy- 
rene, ſuperſtitiouſly devoted to the Sentiments of 
their Prieſts. That kind of Bigottry chains up Mens 
Spirits, and renders them effemmate: It blinds 'em 
and robs 'em of their Senſe and native Vigour. But 
theſe are bold, reſolute People, fearing neither Man 
nor the Devil. They are alſo well vers d in Strata- 
gems, being as cunning as Serpents. In fine, Venice 
is a Commontwealth made up cf Soldiers and Stateſ- 
oy men: 
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1 men: And thou can'ſt not expect, that the Sea makes 


em degenerate, Therefore look for hot Entertainment 
whenever thou engageſt thoſe Aboriginal Tarpawlins. 
I ſpeak not this to diſcourage thee, but to arm thee, 
with due Caution. Thou knowelt the ſame GopD who 
made them, made thce, and all the Men in thy Feet. 
Thou haſt alſo the Hanpineſs to ſerve the moſt victo- 
rious Empire in the World. Fear nothing therefore: 
But when thou looſeſt from the Helleſpont, with the 
invincible Fleet, adorned with Enfigns of high Renown 
the proſperous Streamers of Mahomet ; when thou 
heareſt the All-cheering Clarions and Timbrels breath- 
ing the lofty Menaces, the vital Airs of War; then let 
thy noble Heart flouriſh with brave Thoughts, and 
brick Reſolutions, Yet let not a falſe Aſſurance of Vi- 
ctory make thee raſh, and bereave thee of that Con- 
duct, which is as neceſſary a Qualification in a Ge- 
nera! as Courage. Conſider that the Fortune of 
Battles is uncertain: Therefore do all Things with 
great Precaution. Truſt not to the Force of thy 


Commiſſion, in that thou fighteſt- for the Law and 


Honour of the Prophet. But remember the Proverb of 


the Ancients, which fays, Toe Devil often carries the 


Standard of the living God, There may be thoſe in 
thy Fleet, who are treacherous, and at the Devotion 


| of the Nazarenes. For I hear, that both Spahi's 


and Faniſaries were very unwilling to embark 
themſelves; and Gop knows, how far the Venetian 
Gold may work on ſome of the Officers. Though 
their Reſentments ſeem'd to be appcas'd by the 
Bounty of our glorious Sovereign, yet the ſmalleſt 


Occahon may renew their old Diſcontent again; 


and put em on more dangerous Tumults at Sea, than 


thoſe they were guilty of aſhore: Or at leaſt they will 


become more remiſs and cold in the Service of the Grand 
Seignior. | 


Be 
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9 LTT ERS Writ by Vol, V. 
Be it how it will, if the Navy has not good Suc- 
ceſs, the blame of all will be laid on thee. Pardon 


therefore the Freedom I take in adviſing thee, fince | 


cis an Argument of my Affection and Concern for 
thy Honour and Safety. And no Man can with Reca— 
ſon be offended at another for warning him of 
Dangers. In a Word, I wiſh thee the good Fortune 
of the Engliſh; who have lately taken an farnd in 
the Weſt Indies from the Spaniard: They call it Ja. 
maica. | 

It ſeems the King of Spain had poſle(&'d this I/, 
from the Time of the firſt Conquelts in America, 
where his Subjects had committed horrid Cruelties on 
the Natives; for which they are now puniſhed by that 
new Commonzwealth, who boaſt that they are cſtabliſh- 
ed by Gop to reform or overturn all the Kingdoms of 
Europe, * 1 is 
Thou haſt heard, I ſuppoſe, of Oliver, the So. 
vereign of that Nation. He" appears like another 
Gizgiz Cham, ſetting up for a Prophet and Founder 
of a new Empire, He has refus'd the Title of King, 
which was offer d him by the Eng/if States, with 
all the Enfigns of Royalty. But he aims at a more 
ſublime Character, laying the Foundation of his 
Hopes in a pretended Modeſty, aſſuming only the 
Stile of Protector. They ſay, he talks ot leading an 
Army to the Gates of Rome, and when he has ſub- 
dued the Pope, that he will march or fail to Con- 
ftantinople, and drive the Grand Seignior out of hs 
Seraglio. | 

I tell thee, theſe are not Things to be contemn'd 
or Jaugh'd at. For this Oliver has the Fame of a 
Great and Invincible General. And I can aflure thee, 
all the neighbouring Kings and States court his 
Friendſh.p In fine, he makes the moſt formidable 
Figure at preſent of any Prince in theſe Wejteri 
Parts. bs 5 
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It it will divert thee. at Sea, to hear of the Tranſ- 


actions by Land, know, that Leapoldus Ignatius Fo- 
ſephus, Son of the German Emperor, is elected King 
of the Romans in the Room of his deceas'd Brother. 
There's alſo a Diet aſſembled a Franitfort, wehre they 
have too many Diſcerds and Quarreſs of their own, 
to have Leiſure to plot any Miſchief againſt the Empire 
of true Believers, Thee nfidels, in their publick 


Councils, are like Women icolding away the Time 


that ſhould be emplay'd.in Action. 


ung of Provinccs, and a Deluge of Biod and Slavgh- 
ter; For the Swedes eſpouling the Qrarrel of the 
Mufcovites, endeavour to make their own Game in- 
poland: Many Princes and great Men, with their 


There ariives daily a, great deal of News out of 


Sedan, Muftovy and Poland. One -Poft informs us 


of a Plague raging at Maſcom, and other Cities of that 


N:rthern Irat: Another alarms us with Intelligen- 
cies of Sieges and Plundering of Towns, Diſpeople- 


Towns, Villages and Vallals, revolting daily from 


© the unfortunare Caſimir, and ſubmitting to taz 


Swediſh Monarch. 


And here in Fance, thoſe that go not to the Wars 


make private Campaigns at Home. Here's nothing but 
Dueling and Murder among Men of the Sword; whilſt 
the Erciefaſtichs are combating one another with their 
Pens, and the Lawyers with their Tongues. 
In Switzerland they're mad about Religion. At 

Dantzick, two Eagles were (een combating in the Air. 
And, as if all Nature were in a Ferment, the Winds 
have been at Variance in the Bowels of the Earth, 
which has occaſion'd frequent Earthquakes in the Parts 
of Germany. The King of Peland's Brother is dead, 
and the Qeen- Motber of Stoeden. 0 
We muit all die at the derermin'd Hour; and 


there is no other Terror in Death, but what is crea- 


ted by our own Opinion, nor any greater Pain than at- 
tended our Bi. For at our Di//olution every Element 
| | Fo | 9 
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of which we were compounded, takes its proper Share; 


and that which is divine in us, returns to that which 


15 divine in the Univerſe. | 


Paris, 287 of the gth Men, 


ef the Veas 1655, 


As. 


LS 1.1 5-0: WHEL 


To Peſteli-Hali, bis Brother, Maſter of 


the Grand Seignior's Cuſtoms. 


An Kinſman J/oaf is now gone for Muſcery, 
having viſited the moſt remarkable Placcs in 
this Kingdom. I receiv'd a Letter from him dated 


at Diepe, a Sea- Town over-againſt the Exgliſe Coaſt. 
He was juſt a going aboard, as he tells me, when he 
_ deliver d his Di/patch to the Pol, Gop grant him a 


proſperous Voyage to that Region, and whitherſoever 
his Genius, or Fortune carries him. | "> 

I am extremely pleas'd with his Converſation, 
Whilſt he was in Paris, I was never ſenſible of Me- 
lancholy, unleſs twere in the Evenings, which 
forc'd us to part Company, He has an excellent 
Memory, and recounts all the Adyentures of his 
Life with a great deal of Eaſe, both to himſelf and 
tis Hearers, He never was at a Loſs for Matter, or 
confounded one Circumſtance with another, but rank. 


ing every Thing in its due Time and Place, deliver'd 


all with a Cleerneſs and Grace, which affected me with 


ſingular Delight. 


Heſides, he has a ready Wit, lively Fancy, and 
Judgment enough for one of his Years. I tell thee, 
the Relations he has made of his Travels, with his 
regular Deportment here in Paris, of which J have 
been a Witneſs, have imprinted in me ſuch an 


Opinion af his Ability, that I have truſted him 


ws LS Cry " «A "ain; 
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with ſome. particular Inſtructions, in order to a 
ſettled Correſpondence between us in whatſoever 
Court he reſides. For, in a Word, I find him 
mature enough for Buſineſs of Moment: And it is 
pity his Parts ſhould be bury'd without ever appearing 
in Actian. 8 
If he ſuccceds in what I have put him upon when 
he arrives at Archangel, a Sea Port in Ruta, and a 
Place of great Commerce and 'Trathck, I ſhall have 
good Reaſon to hope for more important Matters 
when he comes to Moſcow, the chief City of the 
Men who worſhip the Eyes of their Emperor. And 
then it will be time to give a due Character of him 
to the Mini/ters of the Porte: Wherein thou wilt 
have many Opportunitics to perform the Office of a 
Kinſman and Friend, Thoſe of the ſame Blood, 
ought thus to ſerve one another with Integrity and 
Affection: For in fo doing we help ourſelves, . 
ſtrengthen the . Intereſt of our Family, and ſhill 
find Returns in Time of Need, As thou halt re- 
ceiv'd Fayour from Kerker Hafan Baſſa, on the Scor: 
of being his Countryman; ſo there is greater Reaſon 
that thou ſnould'ſt ſhew Kindneſs to If who par- 
takes of our Blood. 2% 
There ariſes a vaſt Complacency from doing good 
Offices, tho to a Stranger, or even to an Enemy. 
Man is naturally generous, and. he has debauch'd his 
Soul, who acts contrary to this Principle, Yet the 
greateſt ' part of Men are degenerated. They purſue 
Lions, Tygers, Bears, and ſuch like ravenous Beaſts 
with inexorable Hatred and Revenge; they b.ar 
ſecret Antipathies againſt Spiders, Tvads, Serpents, 
and other venomous. Creatures; and yet they are 
all theſe Things, or worſe themſelves, Ever ſince 


A/trea abandon'd the Earth, there has been a ſtrange BIA 
Metamerphoſis in our Race; Men have for the molt | | 


part forſaken their Humanity, and chang'd Na- 
ture with the Savages, Nay, we tranſcend them in 
| | | F 1 „ What 


988 
N 


8 — EY 
I 
: 1 
SET 
3 — Kon 
2 W 


- r 
— 


100 Letters Writ by Vol. V. 
whatſoever is cruel and vicious: As if our Regſen 
were given us only to teach us the moſt refined 
Methods of Impiety, and to be a more exquiſite Spur 
to Vice. 1 

Louf has preſented me with ſolid Obſervations of 
this Kind in his Travels, eſpecially in C rich: He 
ſays, that Region is not more prolifick of ſtrange and 
horrible Beafts, than it is of monſtrous Men, Brotes, 
and Devils in human Shape. And tho' he relates 
ſome fair Things of the Indians, and other People 
in Aſia, yet they are intermixd with tragical Re. 
ports, and mournful Memoirs; ſuch as ſtain the 
Hiſtory of our Race, and make it evident, that it 1s 
hard to meet with one good Man among ten thou- 
fand The whole World is over. run with Oppreſli— 
on, Cruelty, Avarice, Perfidy and Luſt. | 


He relates ſtrange I ings of the Antiquities of 


Egypt. He calls it the only Scene of Wonders and 
Miracles on Earth. Indeed this Country was very 


famous among all Nations for the Wiſdom and 


Learning of her Prieſts ; who, in the Arft Ages of 
the World, underſtood all the Secrets of the Elements, 
the Virtues of Plants and Minerals, and were per- 
fectly vers d in the Science of the Stars and Spirits, 
and in all manner of myſferious Knowledge. They 
were ſaid to make Statues and Images that could 
ſpeak, walk, run, and counterfeit all human 
Actions. They were alſo exquiſite in making mi 
raculous Taliſmans and Mirrors, with any kind of 
magical Work, whercby they kept the People, and 
even the Princes in a profound Awe and Veneration 
of their prodigious Knowledge and Power, and 
 likewife defended their Country agninſt all Invaders, 
For no ſooner did an Enemy: appear with his Ar- 
nucs on the Frontiers of Egypt, but theſe Priefis had 
prelent Intimation of it by their ſecret Art, even in 

their Chambers, perhaps at a hundred Leagues Diſ- 
tance, Then by their Enchantments, they xp 

5 | caus 


_ — — — — —— —Uñ——œ6ͤ—̃ 


. ͤ — A — 


P 2 


5 


Vol. V. a Ser at Parris. 101 


caus'd Fire to conſume them in their Camps, or 
turned their Swords one againſt another, or ſent an 
Army of wing'd Serpents to deſtroy them. 80 that 
ſor many Ages no King ever proſper d that ſought 
againſt the Egyptians. 


But let not thou and I, dear Brother, fuffer our 


Reaſon to degenerate, by giving Credit to Fictions 


and Romances, tho vouch'd by ſome of our Coun- 
trymen, ſuch as Morat Alzeman,  Eb'n Abdalhokm, 
and others. 

He alſo tells many remarkable Paſſages of the Py- 
ramids of Caire, the overflowing of the Nile, the 
Mummies, and «ther Things which I have not now 
Time to rehearſe ; but in another Letter I will 
tify thee with a more ample Account of his Obſerva: 
tions. 

In the mean Time, live thou to enjoy "as Fruits 
of thy own Travels in the Ta ?; which if it matches 
not the South in Prodigies and Pupendous Inventions; 


vet it ſurpaſſes both it, and all the reſt of the World, 


in Fuſes and Aan, 


Paris, 1775 of the 1125 Mn, 
Y the Tear Fes 


LETTER XIv. 


To Iſmael Kaidar, Cheik, 4 Man of 


the Law. 


H O U haft the Character and Fame of a great 
Hiftorian ; a Man of Intelligence both in the 
Records of paſt Times, and the Tranſitions of the 
Preſent : Therefore the Name of Chr i/tina, late Queen 


of Sroeden, cannot be ſtrange to thee. I doubt not 


but thou haſt heard of this Prince/5, fo celebrated 
F 


through 
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throughout the Earth for her Learning, and other 
noble Accompliſhments ; and how ſhe voluntarily 


rehgn'd the Crown to one of her Kinſmen, But, 


perhaps, thou kneweſt not the true Motives which 


induc'd her to this Royal Caprice: For it deferves 


no better Name, as thou wilt underſtand by the 
Sequel. | 


Her Father, who for his ſucceſsful Wars, and 


perpetual Victories was call'd the Great Gufave, 


dying, left her in the entire Poſſeſſion of his King- 
dom and new Congueſis in Germany. But during the 


Time of her Reign, Piementelli, the Spaniſh Ambaſſa. 


dor at Stockholm, by daily converting with thi: 
Great Queen, usd ſuch plauſible Inſinuations, as 
prevail'd on her to have a more favourable Opinion 
of the Pope and his Religion, than ſhe had before en- 
rertaincd : For all the Szoedes are educated in an 
Averſion ſor thoſe of the Roman Faith. I need not 
explain to thee theſe Diſtinctions of Belief among 
the Nagarenes; thou art versd in their Hiffory, as 
well as in our own. Suffice it to ſay, that this 
Ambaſſador poſſeſsd Chriſtina with ſo fair an Idea of 
the Catholic Religion, that ſhe abandon d her Creton, 
and has ever ſince been a Q een Errant, a Royal Ran- 
ner through Europe, being reſolved to make Experi- 
ment of the Generoſity of Catholic Princes, whoſe 
Vertue Piemeutelli had ſo highly extoll' d. 
Twould be a Work of ſeven Moons for the oli 
induſtrious Scribe to relate all the particular Magi 
ficences with which ſhe has been entertain'd in her 
Travels through Germany, Flanders, Alſace, In/prict, 
Italy and Rome, where the now reſides. Every Prince 
of the Roman Church, through whoſe Territories ſhe 
paſs'd, was ambittous to appear Prodigal of l 
Favours and Civilities to their zluſtricus Stranger : 
Perhaps to evade the Laſhes of her Wit, which, 
they ſay, is very Satyrical. Or it may be for other 
Reaſons more forcible and poignant, Be it how 


> 
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it will, the Roman Wits have not ſpar d her, as theu 
wilt perceive by the following Verſes, which on the 
firſt Day of the Moon of Fanuary were found in the 


Hand of Pa/quzir, and on the Portal of the Palace 
Ferneſe, where ſhe reſides. | | 


Pazza, Gobba, & Zoppa viene dal Norte, 
Del Monarcha Invitto ! indegna Figlia, 
Mentre Pologua Gente & fi Scompig ia, 
A vane Pompe Rome apre le Porte: 
Contra queſti Applanſi I ungrida forte, 
Et in baſſe N te l' aitto bis Biglia, 
Corre la Scioca Genti, alza le ciglia, 
Ride Paſquin del Papa, & della Corte. 
Si ſu venite voi Ruffiani Snelli, 
Et portate a Chriſtina Hravagante, 
Di wenere il Scetro ne i Paxxrelli: 
Vuol parar dotta, & e rozza Pesante, 
E in Braccio a mangiator di Ravanelli, 
Juol parer caſta, & e Putana Errante. 


J ſ:nd thee theſe: Verſes in the Original, know- 
in thou art a Criticł in the [rakan Language; beſides, 
they will not ſound ſo well in Arabick. Thou that 
haſt been in Rome, know'ſt what Paſgain is, and art 
no Stranger to the Humours of that City. 

Let not Lampoons of moroſe Ilaliaus abate thy 
Charity for this renowned Princeſs : Burt let her Ex- 
travagancies be an Argument of the Greatneſs of her 
Soul; and remember the old Roman Proverb which 


ſays, There's no ſurpaſſing Genius, without ſome Mix- 


ture of Madnejs. 


Paris, 307% of the 1ft Moon, 
of the Fear 1656. 


Fg TA. 


DE hh 


_— — «<> — * * N > - 
4 6 TIRE % r . ” 3 12 N _ F Wu 

wer 2 1 = r 22 — 2 : — — cÄ2—õ— . 

: — * * - 2 2 — rr * 6 9394 " DR — - = ——— ˖ — 2 — 2 9 — gee _ 7 2 3 
2 OT. chef * - : — x . 2 © =O” 2 a 2 — — — ES = =; > W Oi 5 
1 & - * - _ : — . 7 « > — — 2 — 7 
r © indo AR SE ERS oat a8 PAS vip Ret ere en ge COD — — — — — 1B 2 — + 2 _— 
3 — ” — y — WEI — - — - we -Y 2 | 5 = — 

q - pi — = i 82 — — 4 — - L = — * - x 1 
* 5 r 5 2 a 7 


* = — * 9 332 . 
A Wee - — OE >, 2 3 * ror” —=2 
3 TIT EOS o f 


— 
me 
x 


Lge 
2982 


. 
. 
r 
L. 4 3111 
24: 8 wo #; 
. 85 


at — 
Wr 
2 


92 — 2 n 

2 & r WE 
g * LARA 

win; \ . 7 . 


— 
— —ä—ä — 
" | =» . : 2 as 4 
e 
: 1 8 - 


4 — 

2 7 E 

. —— 
_ * * 
— ta 


1 * 
* — Ly a * — . - ” ” = * 
2 - . 3 — wy 2 * Be PA 5 oo — 
rs 8 ack > " * 
ON 2 2 wh * * y N 


3 r 2 
S "— 
2 — 


104 LE TT ERS Writ by Vol. v. 


LETTER XV. 
JJ if; 
He the Space of an Hour before the Pœ/ gocs, 


could not forbear to inform thee of a new 
Star which lately appear'd in theſe Parts, moving in a 
direct Line from Eat to North. The Aftronomer, 
have made accurate Obſervations of it, and yet are 
at a Loſs what to conclude. Some ſay, tis below 
the Moon, others places it in the Sphere of the fiel 
Stars. One will have it a Meteor; a fecond affims it 
to be a Planet; whilſt the Feros report every where, 
that tis the Star of Jacub, and a Sign that their NV 
fas is at Hand. | 
Nathan Ben Saddi, one of that Nation at Vieura, 
ſends me ſtrange Stories concerning the Pr9digics 
which ſhall go before and accompany the Appearance 
of the Deliverer of Iſrael (as he cails him.) - 
He fays there ſhall ſpeedily come a Sort of People 
from the uttermoſt Parts of the Earth, of a black and 
horrible Aſpect, fo that whoever ſhall but caſt an Eye 
on any of them, ſhall immediately dic, as by the 
Glance of a Ba//:5sh. For every one of them ſhall 
have two Heads, and ſeven Eyes, glowing and ſend- 
ing forth Sparks of Fire as poiſonous as the Flaſhes 
ot the Wind E/-Samicl in Arabia. They ſhall atto 
be ſwiſt as Stags, And about the ſame Time, an 
extraordinary Heat ſhall flow from the San, which 
being dupars'd through-the Elements ſhali corrupt 
the Air, Earth, and Waters, and infect all this 
lower World with ſuch peftilential Qualities, that 
a Million of Gentiles (for fo the Jeros call all that 
are not of their own Nation) ſhall Die every Day. 
And Men ſhall be in fo great Confiernation, that 
they ſhall run up and down the. Streets crying, 
Wi, Wo to us and our Children!“ They ſhall dig thor 
own Graves, and go down into them of then 
OWL 
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own accord, expecting Death, But that all chis 
Time, the Jeros mall be in Safety and Health. 

This Hebreto adds, that the Light of the 8% ſhall | 
be totally extinguiſh'd for the Space of thirty Days, 
during which horrible Darkneſs, the CHriſtians and 
Mahometans ſhall acknowledge their Errors, aud 
many of them ſhall embrace the Law of Maſes; tor 
which Gop being mov'd to Mercy, will rettore that 
Planet again to its former Brightneſs. 

But nat he ſays next, is an unhappy Pre/age to 
the Romans, whoſe Empire, according to this Tradi- 
tion, ſhall be extended over all the Regions of the 
Earth for the Space of nine Moors. After which 
Term, Gop ſhall ſend the firſt Meſſias, the Son of 
Fojeph, who thall gather the dilpers'd Tribes of 
ljrael, and conduct them to. Feruſalem ; From 
whence he ſhall iſkie forth, with a victarious Army, 
and lay waſte the Roman Empire, ſack Rome itſelt, 
and carry away the immente Riches of the Chriſti- 
ans to Feruſalem ; and the very Fear of him ſhall 
reduce all Nations to his Obedience. He ſhall fight 
with Armillai Haraſcha, the Antichrift of the Chri- 


| /tians, and ſhall deſtroy Two hundred thouſand of 


Armillai's Flowers; but in the End ſha!l be {lain 
himſelf, and the good Argels ſhall tranſport his Body 
to the Apartment of the Fathers. | 58 

The Jeus hold, That this Armillal ſhall ſpring 
out of an Inage of the Virgin Mary in Rome, mae 
of Marble, with which the moſt Wicked and Profli- 
gate among Men fhall be enamonr'd, and commit 


| the moſt execrable Uncleanneſs that can be named. 


The Reſult of theſe adulterous Congreſſes ſhall be, 
That the Statue, by a ſupernatural Pozoer, ſhall prove 
Inpregnate; and cleaving aſunder, ſhall be dellver'd 
of this young Autichriſt, who is to vex and peri- 
cute the Feros, and afflict them with greater Cala- 
mities than either hey or their Fathers felt ſince the 
Beginning of the World. They ſhail be forc'd to flee 

e 5 into 
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into the Deſarts, and hide themſelves in the Dew 
and Caves of the Earth, living only on the Graſs 
and Herbage, wich the Leaves of Trees, till the 
great Michael the Archangel ſhall thrice wind his 
Horn, Then ſhall the Second Me/jjas, the Son of 
David, with Elias the Prophet appear, who ſha 


reſcue em out of all their Troubles, and lead them 


triumphant to Paradiſe. : 

This is the Sum of what Nathan and all the Fer: 
believe concerning the Laft Times, which they ſay 
are now approaching: As is evident by the Riſing 
of this New Star, accompany'd with terrible Thun- 
ders and Lightnings. And the chief Patriarch or 
Prince of the Fervs is come from Feraſalem to Vi- 
enna, to prepare thoſe of his Nation in the Weſtern 
Parts for the Grand Revolutions which they believe 
are ready to fall out in the World. All the Fezvs in 


that City went out a League to meet him, with 


great Pomp and Solemsit u. 
In the mean while, I hear that the Son of the late 
Vizir Axem makes a Confuſton amongſt you at Con- 
ftantinopie, and the Parts adjacent, being at the Head 
A Fifty thouſand Men, on Pretence to revenge the 
Death of his Father, but really to recover his ra- 


 viſt'd Miſtreſs, the fair Soltana Zamiotore, who was 


forc'd from his Seraglio by the Grand Seignior's Com- 
mand, Women and Wine, according to the Prove: 6 
of the Franks, make all the Diſturbance in the World. 
Ard wuhout calling to Remembrance the Trcjar 
Wars, the unhappy Effects of Helen's Perfidy, we 
may conclude, that Women are the Occaſions of ma- 


ny Quarrels among us. 


There is a Peace lately concluded between the 


French and the New Engliſh Commonwealth : By 


which means, the exild King of the Scots was 
forced to depart from this Realm, which has been 
his Sanctuary for many Years. He went away at 
uy 


and 
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and down Germany ever ſince; ſometimes keeping a 
Court like a King, at other Times living incognito, and 
very privately, with only two or three Attendants, 
That poor Prince is very unfortunate; yet, they ſay, 
he bears his Calamity with ſingular Moderation, and a 
certain Royal Stiffneſs of Mind, which will rather 

break than bend. ö e | 
This Pope is a great Peace-maker, and has ſent 


| Nancis's with Letters to all the Princes of C5ri/ten- 


dom within the Pale of the Roman Church, carneſtly 
perfuading them to Unity and Friendſhip, that to 


their Arms may be turn'd againſt the Myilmans. 


His Predecęſſor was of another Sentiment, and would 


not intermeddle with the Quarrels of any. One Day 
as he was looking out of a Window of his Palace 


with ſome Cardinals, they eſpied two Men a Aging 
in the Street; whereupon they delir'd the Ho/y 

Father to interpoſe his Authority, and command Peacc. 
But he refus d, ſaying, * Let them fight it out and 
then they'll be good Fricnds of caurſe, And turning 


to the Spaniſh Ambaſſador, he ſaid, 6 So will it fare 


6 with your Maſter and the King of France; when 


they have ſufficiently wearied one another withWars 


ce they will gladly embrace the Propoſals of Peace. 
Here is great Reoicing for the Reconciliation 
newly made between the King and his Uncle the 
Duke of Orleans, who have been eſtranged a long 
Time, the latter having eſpouſed the Prince of Condes 
Cauſe. But now he has abandon'd it, and is come 
to the Court. ee | ws. 
Theſe Infidels are as inconſtant as the Winds, which 
yary to all the Points of the Compaſs. 6 


Paris, 20th of the 18 Minn, 


of the Year 1656. 
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LETTER XVI. 

To Solyman his Couſin, at Scutari. 

2 [ See thou art given over bb a Spirit of icon 


tent. Nothing can pleaſe thee. Thou murmur- 
eit at Providence, and caſteſt Obloquies on the Ways 


of Cop : As if the Order of all Things, and the eſta- 


bliſh'd O-conerny of the Univerſe, muſt be changed to 
gratiſy thy Humour, 469% TN 
Formerly thou wert troubled with dull melancholy 
Thoughts about Religion; Now thou art angry with 
thy Trade, and pineſt that thou wert not educated in 
the Academy. A mechanick Life, thou ſay'ſt, is tedi- 
ous and irkſome ; beſides that it is beneath one of thy 
Blood to be always employ'd in making of Tyrbants, 
Thou wiſheſt rather to have been a Courtier, Soldier, 
or any f. ſave what thou art. 
Couſin, let not Pride and Ambition corrupt thy 


Manners. Doſt thou not conſider, that all true Be. 
| levers are obliged to exerciſe ſome manual Occups. 


tion, and that the Sz/7an himſelf is not excmpred 


from this Duty? Did not the Prophet himſelf pra- 


- Riſe it, and enjoin it to all his Followers? Haſt thou 
not heard of his Words, when he ſaid, No Man can 


cat any Thing ſweeter in this World, than what i; 


acguir'd by his ton Labour. Doubtleſs, all the Pro. 


| phets and holy Men have gained their Bread by their 


lawful Employments. Adam was a Gardener, Abe! 


4 Shepberd, Seth a Weaver, Enoch a Taylor, Noah 


Shane prefer not thyſelf 20 Noah, the R-//orer of 


a Sh wright, Moſes, Saguib and Mahomet tere 
Shepherds; Je ſus the Son of Mary a Carpenter, Abu- 
Becre, Omar, O.hman, Gali aud Gabdorachaman 
were Merchants. C 

Do'ſt thou eſteem thyſelf of better Blood than 
Adam, from whom thou receivedſt thine * For 


Man- 
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Mankind, to Jeſus the Meſſias, to Mahomet our holy 
Law-giver, and to the reſt of thoſè excellent Perſons 
who thought it no Contempt to work at their ſeveral 


Trades, and eat the Bread of their own Labours. 


Beſidee, doſt thou conſider the dangerous In- 
trigues of a Prince's. Court? Art thou ſufficiently 
arm'd with Wit and Dexterity, to ſecure thy Sta- 
tion againſt the wily Trains of deſigning Men? 
do not Reproach thy Abilities: Yet I think thou 


wilt do better in the P/ allotted thee by Deſtiny; 


that is, in thy proper calling, than in the perilous 


Condition of thoſe who ſtand or fall at the Plea- 


ſure of others. Whercas thou art now thy own 
Man, and needeſt fear no Tempeſts of State, or 


Frowns of thy Prince, ſo long as thou purſueft 


none but thy private Affairs. Many Sovereign Mo- 


narchs have envied ſuch as thee, when they have 
ſeen how cheerfully and quietly they paſs away 


their Time, under the Umbrella of an obſcure and 
private Life: Whereas at the Court there is no- 
thing but Iutriguing, Plotung and Treachery ; one 
undermining another, to make Way for their own 
Advance. The Court is a perfect Theatre of Fraud, 
Diſimulation, Envy, Malice, and a thouſand Vices, 


which there act their various Parts under the Habit 


and Diſgwſe of ſeeming Virtues. There a Man muſt 


flatter the Great, and ſpeak againſt his own Senſe, 


and the Truth, to procure the Favour of ſome digni- 
2 Fool: Than which nothing is more ignoble and 
baſe. 1 TT an | 54 JE; 


D:ogenes the Philoſopher gave to a Courtier. The 
Spark paſſing by Diogenes as he fat in a Tub eating 


of Turneps, puts this Scoff upon him, Diogenes, ſaid 
he, IF thou, tuo dft but learn the Art ef | Flattery, 


thou need ſt not ſet here in a Tub, ſtranching of Roots, 
To whom the Philoſopher reply'd, Aud thou vaine 
g/rrious Man, if thau wontdſt but learn to live contented 


Thus puts me in mind of a pleaſant Repartee, which 


with 
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with my homely Fare, need'fi not condef; cend to the 


Fawning of a Spaniel. Hr E o 
But Caan, let not this Paſſage cauſe thee to emu. te 
late the Philo/apher's Manner of Life, for he had p 
his Vices, as well as other Men. If he was no Flat, F 
terer, yet he was proud and opiniative : He laid fr 
Trains for the Applauſe of Men in all his Actions, tc 
and ſo taught others to become Flatterers, though he e 
was none himſelf. All his pretended Humility, tt 
Mortification, and Rigour, were but ſo many De- R 
coys for Fame. Of this Plato was ſenſible, who was 06 
a far more excellent Philoſopher than he. As ths o 
Sage was one Day walking with ſome of his Friends . «© 
in the Fields, they ſhew'd him Diogenes ſtanding up m 
to the Chin in Water, whoſe Super ficies was frozen tt 
over, ſaving one Hole that Diogenes had made for F 
himſelf: Pub, ſays Plato, Don't regard him, and at 
bell ſoon be out: For had he not ſeen us coming thi; th 
Way, he wou'd not have put himſelf to this Pain, th 
Another Time this Philoſopher came to Plato's Houle, W 
and as he walked on the zich Carpets with which the de 
Floor of the Hall was covered: See, ſaid Diogone:, in 
how I trample on Plato's Pride, Yes, ſaid Plato, bat ſe 
_ with greater Pride. 5 1 5 m 
Certainly, the greateſt Philoſaphers, poctors, and of 
even Saints themſelves, have their Errors and Fall- to 
ings. Do not therefore affect to change thy Calling, i 
for the Life of a Student or a contemplative Man. in 
For the ſame Diſcontent will ſtill haunt thee in that th 
State, which makes thee ſo uneafy now : Thou art a 0 
perfect Stranger to the intolerable Anguiſh of Mind ar 
which afflicts Thinking Men, and ſuch as apply them- to 
ſelves to the Study of the Sciences. They labour under : 
a perpetual thirſt of Knowledge, and the more they Li 
learn, the greater and more ardent is their Deſire of be 
farther Diſcoveries So that the moſt accompliſn'd Sages 5 
a 


are no more ſatisfy*d with their own Acquiſitions, than 
he who has never meddled with Books, 
. CES Then 
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Then as to their Bodies, they are always vexed with 
one Malady or other, praceeding from the violent Agi- 
ration of their Spirits, the Intenſeneſs of their Thoughts, 
perpetual poring npon Boo#s, and their ſedentary Life. 

In all that J have ſaid, T do not diſſuade thez 
from ſeeking aſter Knowledge, I rather counſe] thee 


to read Books, and I gave thee the fame Advice in a 


former Letter : But do it with Moderation, Let not 
thy Studies intrench on the Affairs of thy Calling. 
Read Hiſtories, or other Tracts according to thy Fan- 
cy, when thou haſt nothing elſe to do. Þ 

follow it ſo cloſe, as if thou aſpired'ſt to the Chara- 
cter of a compleat Hiforian or Philoſopher. Still re- 
member, that thou art a Tarlant Maker, and that by 
the Decrees of Fate thou art born for this Buſineſs, 
Follow it with Alacrity and Mirth. When thou art 
at thy Work, *cwill be pleaſant meditating on what 
thou haſt read at thy ſpare Hours. Thou wilt find 


| thy ſelf much more happy, in thus mixing Studies 
with the neceſſary Offices of thy Trade, than in aban- 


doning thy ſelf wholly to a contemplative Life. And 
in the midſt of thy Diſguſts, thou may'ſt comfort thy 
ſelf with this Reflexion, that thou art of none of the 
moſt deſpicable Callings, which ſerve the Neceſſities 


of Man's Body, Had thy Employment been only. 


to make Papouches or Sandals, which cover the Feet, 


it might have been an Argument of Diſcontent to thee, | 


in regard the Foot is the molt contemptible Member in 
the Body. But now thou paſſeſt thy Time in making 
Ornaments for the Head, which is the nobleſt part, 
and Commander of all the reſt, thou haſt no Reaſon 
to repine. 1 . s 

Ik, after all, thou reſolveſt to change thy Courſe of 
Life, I adviſe thee to turn Sol dier, for then thou mult 


be contented and patient per force. 


Paris, 136% of the 4th Moon, 
| | LE T- 


ut do not 


1 
. 
373 
1 
1 


* 
7 
6 
1 
r 9 
[a 
1 Li 
Je. þ 
, * 
7 
1 
180 
. 
» 
UK 
Wh t 
Oo 
by. 
"128 
, ' 
pl G 
1 
ane 
k KY 
z Nen 
* 1 
e 
14 
C24 AT 
i 
ie, 
n 7 
Wes 
1719 
1 
ii! 
4 Ly”; 
* 
9 
7 
11 
$4 
_ 
i 
ot + 
1 
N. 
. * 
i 
mM 
158 
155 
} 
t ft 
\F 
' 
U 
F 
1 
W 
N * 
= 
N N 
xt a i 
* * 
M 
we 
NN 
bb. bh. 
LE 
bs © | 
- Mio 
8 
i hy. þ 
FCS AF 
W786 148 
+2 4 
e 
* 7 
* 
'1 . : 
e 
„ n 
8 
* 1 4 if 
» 4 
COS IK 8 
- © i 
Nv with. +4 
1 D 
» LR 
OVER 
* 4 
Fl 
it 
* 
on 
E > £5 * 
9 
9 
ISS bf 
4 
i 
; 


a 
— n :! ce Toy — — — 2 — 


r * 


112 LęTTERS Vit by Vol. V. 
LETTER XVI. 
To Melec Amet. 


| HE Naarenes boaſt much of the new Con- 

derts they have made from the Mu/ſulmans Lau 
to the Faith of Feſus the Son of Mary, On the 23d 
of the laſt Moon, a Moor of Tripoli was baptiz dein 
a Church of this City; and the next Day he was 
anointed with their Chriſm or Holy Oil (as they call 
it) which they ſay has a Vertue to confirm and 
ſtrengthen him in his new Religion. On the 251 
he was cloath'd all in white Linen, and walk'd in 
Proceſſion through the Streets with Maſich playing 
before 'em, whilſt the Ground was ſtrewed with 
Flowers: When he arrived at the great Mojch of this 
City, a Prieſt gave him that which they eſteem the 
Body of the Meſſias; but in reality is only a Wafer. 
with the Figure of a Man crucify'4 on it. Theſe 
Waftrs are made and ſold to the Priefts by the com. 
mon Ba#ers of the Town, and yet they make tlie 
poor ignorant People believe, with four Words they 


can change em into an immortal God. 


The Renegado Moor appears very zealous and de- 


vout, frequenting the Temples; and viſiting all % 


Places e walks along the Strects with Beads in 
his Hand, which the People interpret as an Argu- 
ment of his Piety to the Virgin Mary, the Mother 


of Fe/us. For when they pray to her, it is the Cut- 
tom to number their Oraiſons on Beads. But all this 
while they conſider not that he may be an Hypocrite 


as to their Religion, and inſtead of addreſſing tis 


Prayers to her, may direct them to Gop alone ; as 


all the true Fithful do, who uſe Beads in rehearſing 
the divine Ejaculations as well as the Chriſtians in rc- 
peating their . Are Maria, which they ſay was the Sa- 
lutation that Gabriel gave the Virgin, when he en- 
rer'd her Oratory. wh . 


— — 
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1 Be it how it will, he gets abundance of Money by 
his Devotion: For the Franks are really very charita- 
ble, and give plentiful 4/775 to the Poor: but eſpeci- 
ally to one under his Circumſtances they are extremely 
liberal, that ſo they may imprint in him a more fer- 
vent Affection, and profound Reverence for their 
Religion. | a 5 
But he 15 not the only Convert they brag of. Ma- 
ny Captives they either wheedle, or force to turn 
Chriſtians Thus, he that was taken at Sea by the 
Ships of Malta twelve Years ago, when 1t was re- 
ported through Chriſtendom that he was the Grand 
Seignior's Son, is of late turn'd C+ri/tian and Friar, 
having ſolemnly and in Publick abjur'd the Muſut- 
man Law, curs'd our Holy Prophet, and all thoſe of 
his Race, with the Believers of the A/creran, He 1 
like to come to great Preferments in the Roman 
Church: They call him the Ottoman Father ; and 
boaſt that the frue Heir of the Turkiſh Empire is a 
_ Chriftian and in their Cuſtody. DI 
Vet after all, the Preſelyte of greateſt Fame is Don 
Philippo, the Son of the Bey of Tuxis, of whom I 
made mention in one of my former Letters. This 
Prince is now at Valentia, under the King of Spain's 
Juriſdiction, who allows him a conſiderable Pegſion, 
and has given him leave to marry a Princeſs of that 
Country, very beautiful and ingenious, bur of a poor 
Fortune: He has one San by her. Tis ſid, the 
King of Spain deſigns to ſet forth a mighty Fleet of 
Ships ; and having furniſn'd this Prince with all 
Things neceſſary for a warlike Expedition, will ſend 
bim thus equip'd to claim the Government of Tunis; 
or in caſe of Denial, to make a Deſcent in that King-- 
dom and fight for it. But I believe this will only 
prove a Spaniſh Rodomontade, that Monarch havin 
Work enough cut out for him in Europe and America 
by the French and Eng/i/h, to divert him from any 
ſuch wild Enterprize on Africk. However it be 
| 5 the 
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this Don Philippo is much talk'd of in Chrifendom 
and the Spaniards flatter themſelves with the Hopes 
of Conquering a great Part of Barbary by his Means, 
he having many Friends, and a conſiderable Intereſt 
in thoſe Parts. | „ | 
Thou may'{t acquaint the Divan, that O/man the 
Dwarf is ſtill living, and ſerves the Porte with a ſe. 
cret and untainted Zeal. Two Days ago he diſcover- 
ed a cunning Practiſe of Cardinal Mazarini, whoſe 
Motions and Intrigues he watches very narrowly. 
He aſſures me, that this Miniſter has diſpatched 
away two Agents to the King of Sweden and Eledlor 
of Brandenburg, with a Letter to each of theſe Prince; 
from the King of France, alſo with blank Paper, 
and the King's Seal, giving them Inſtructions to fil 
up thoſe Blanis, and ſeal them with the King 
Signet, according as they found the Treaty go for- 
ward between thoſe Princes. The main Deſign of 
this Trick being to hinder them from entring in- 
to a League againſt the King of Poland, by all the 
Artifice theſe Agents could uſe, in exactly timing 
and ſuiting their counterfeit Letters, to the Diti- 
culties and Miſunderſtandings that always happen 
in ſuch Treaties, that ſo they may exaſperate each 
Party againſt the other, as occaſion offer d, without 


being obliged to ſend to France for freſh Letter, 


which would breed too much Delay, and ſpoil ther 
Deſign. _ ö | 
By. this thou may'ſt perceive, that Cardinal Mi 
zarini comes not ſhort of his Predeceſſor Richelici, 
in managing the Affairs of Foreign Courts. He | 
the very Soul of all the graad Buſineſs in Chriſter. 
dom. W e 
A general Heart-burning has poſſeſsd the French, 
aſpecially the Inhabitants of Paris, ever ſince tic 
Concluſion of the laſt Year, when the King iſſucd 
out certain Orders, commanding that all the Gol 
zd Silver-mency in the K ingdom mould be broug!! 


Into 


Vol. V. a Seat PARIS. 115 
into his Mint to be new coin'd. The Merchants firſt 
complain d of this Ed7# ; and then it was murmur'd 
at by all the Trading People. At length the Parlia- 


nem of Paris took it into their Conſideration, and 


oppoſed the King's Pleaſure: Upon which he 
baniſhed eight of their Members, and has ſeveral 
Times prohibited them to affemble ; yet they per- 
ſiſted to meet, till he baniſhed more of them : 
Which inſtead of awing them into the expected 
Compliances, has but incens'd em more: And the 


d{contented C/ergy blow up the Coals, as do likewiſe 


the Friends of the Prince of Conde. The Parliament 
are very bold and peremptory in their Proceedings, 
having expretly forbid the Citizens of Paris to 
obey the King's Order, and decreed that nothing 
ſhall be done in their A/embly, till the baniſh'd Sena- 
tors be recall'd. | 

Things being at this paſs, we expect nothing but 
Wane hay Maſſacres, and other Effects of popu- 
lar Fury. The Rich are laying in vaſt Quantities 
of Corn and other Proviſions, as if they expected a 
Siege. And the Poor fare the better for it, Wit 
great Largeſſes are given among them by the Gran- 
dies of the Parliament, to engage them in the 


Faction. Beſides, thou knoweſt, the Multitude al- 


ways delight in Novelty and State-Tempeſis, hoping 
for Plunder, and to enrich themſelves by the Ruin of 
enen, „„ 


I know not what Conduct is fitteſt for me to uſe 
in this Caſe, Whether it will be beſt for me to 


abide in this City, or follow the Court, which is 
now at La Fere in Picardy: Or, whether I ſhould 
retire to ſome other Place, leſs liable to civil Diſ. 
turbances. I wiſh the Miniſters of the Porte would 
fend me full Inſtructione, what I ought to do in 
theſe Emergencies. . 
From Rome we hear, that the Pope and Cardinals 
are in great Conſternation on ſome Intelligence oy 
| ve 
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have receiv'd, That the Exg/i/þ intend to make 1 
Deſcent on the Territories of the Church. That Ne 
rien is now become the great Bug: bear of all Europe, 
ſince they have molded themſelves into a Common. 
wealth. PCR i 1 11 : . 

Every Kingdom and Empire has a time to riſe, and 
another to fall But who can determine the Period 
wherein the Ottoman Glory will decline, which i 
not yet advanc'd to its Zenith ? 


Paris, 27th of the 5th Moon, 
of the Near 1656. 


— 1. 


LETTER XVIII. 


To Sedree AV Giraw'n, Chief Treaſurer 
to the Grand-Seignior. 


6 + Hy Vertues have at length raiſed thee to: 
If glorious Tru, the Charge of immenſe Wealth, 
Thou haſt in thy Cuſtody the Riches which cannot 
de match'd in the Univerſe. Gop inſpire thee with 
| Graces ſuitable to a Dignity ſo full of Temptation 
I hope thou wilt not be affronted at my Praycr, 3 
was thy Predeceſſor Kienan Baſſa, at ſome Counſc!s 
of like Nature, which I gave him in à Letter. Some 
Men are ſtrangely cholerick, and look on thoſe is 
Enemies who give them goed Advice. I only war 
ed him of the ordinary Cheats that are practiſed it 
certain Times in the Treaſury, which thou knowl! 
to be true, as well as I. And I tell thee farther, he 
himſelf was ſuſpected by many in the Seraglio not 
to have been altogether exempt from Guile, 
Whether he were or not, I perform'd but my 
Duty in giving him neceſfary Cautions For, ſuc! 
is the Willl of my Szperiors, that I ſhould not be 
| | afva%y 
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afraid to unravel the Secrets of thoſe that are falſe 
E to the Grand Seignior, I did not charge him with 
ſuch a Crime, and therefore he had no Reaſon to 
be angry: But ſome Men will pick a Quarrel with 
their own Shadows. In a Word, this Grandee for- 
: got himſelf, 8 | | 

uin ſiymg fo, I do not reflect on his Original, or 
that he was found fleeping on a Dunghil in Ryſta, 
© a poor ragged Infant, when the Tartars took him 
E captive, among many Thouſands of others, in the 
Plunder of {fnarow, and ſold em to the Capa Ag aft. 
for thirteen P7ia/ters, by Reaſon of his Beauty. I 
da not call to mind the Circumſtances of his Youth ; 
ſince tis common for the meaneſt Slaves to arrive 
© at an extraordinary Grandeur by their Merits, or at 
leaſt through the Favour of the Sultan, _ 

But what IT aim ot 1s, that in his being diſguſted 
| at the Remanſtrances 1 made of ſome private and 
ſiniſter Practices in the Treaſury, he forgot that he 
himſelf is ſtill a S %% ee to the Grand Seignior as well 
as [, and therefore not above Inſtruction. 

Wall, it ſcems he is now made Captain Baſſa, 
aud thou ſucceedeſt him in the Office of Treaſurer. 
o 5im 1 with all imaginable Succeſs and Victories at 
| Sea, for the Sake of our Great Mater, and the 
FE Muſulman Empire; to thee, for thy own Sake, and 
tor my Brother's, whom I know thou wilt ever 
rapect as a Friend, I wiſh Iacreaſe of Riches and 
| Honours, even as thy Merits and Services augment in 
the Eſteem of the Suzan, and of all the World. 
And I tell thee, I have far livelier hopes to ſee. 
thus latter With take Effect than the former: For 
What Reaſon have we to expect better Luck from 
the Courage or Conduct of this Ourcos Kienan, than 
from the brave Zornejan Muſtapha, who cotnmanded 
IFW oe ns . 
This unhappy Thought has put me into as me- 
thicholy a Humour, as Æueas was in when the oy 
I ot 
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of Carthage required an Account of the Trojan 


Wars. For I have heard that Cara Mufapha Bai 
ſucceeded Zorne/an in the Command of the Fleet, and 
in the Revolution of a Moon was made Manſcul 


again, for the fake of Kienan Baba, or rather for 


the fake bf the licentious Soldiers, who it ſeems 
command all Things, I have been informed alſo 
of all the other Tragedies acted at the Seraglio, ſince 
the ſecond Moon of this Year. Neither are the Cauſes 
and Origin of ſo much Slaughter and Blood-ſhed hid 
from me, Tis too apparent, that there is is an uni 
verſal Diſorder and Corruption in the Diſcipline of 
the Fanizaries, PIER, 

I formerly wrote to the Kiaya Bey on this Ac- 
count. But it ſeems, Avarice, the Root of all Evi], 


had render'd him inſenſible and obdurate. 


Is it not a Shame that the Pay of thoſe who ſerre 


the Grand Seignior in the Wars, ſhould be detain 
not three or four Moons, but five or {ix Tears, by 
their corrupt Officers? They lit at home enjoying 


their Eaſe, revelling in Taverns, and committing a 
thouſand Riots; whilſt the others undergo nuin- 
berleſs Fatignes abroad, and are reduced to the ex- 
tremeſt Neceſſities, not having ſo much as the 
Veſts allow'd 'em by the Sultan, to cover their Na. 


kxcdneſs! And if they complain of their Suffering 


inſtead of Redreſs, they meet with nothing but 
Taunts and Reproaches, as if they were not worthy 
to eat the Sultans Bread and Salt, though they trce- 
ly hazard their Lives for him. It is no wonder, the 
Fanizaries are fo unbridled in their Rage, after ſo 
many Provocations. „ | 

| Yet I cannot. but lament. the Fate of thoſe un- 


fortunate Men, who were ſacrificed to the Fury cf 


that inſolent Militia: a x condole the Loſs 
of the brave Se/yman Kyzlyr Aga. The Faul a id 


had an old Grudge againſt him, ever fince his hot 
1 6 Di pete 


on hi. 
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| Diſpute with the Baſtangi Baſſa, and now they were 
reſolved to execute their Revenge. ib} 
As for the Kaya Bey, it ſeems to be a Stroak of di- 
dine Juſtice, that he who had been the Cauſe of all this 
Mutiny, ſhould in Remorſe ſtrangle himſelf, and ſo 
go to Hell, as an Expiation for the many Lives he had 
caſt away | 
And there's little leſs to be ſaid, in reſpect of the Myf7i 
© who was the Chief of thoſe that betray'd their Maſter, 
Sultan Ibrahim. To tell thee my true Reſentments, 
| 1am heartily ſorry for all the Reſt : But to thoſe who 
were concern'd in that "Treaſon, there ſeems no Pity 
due. And the Mufti may thank Gop and his good 
Stars, that his Life went not with the Others, They 
report here, he is fled into Egypt. 8 
But what was that Gelep Afan, who headed this 
Rabble of Mutineers? I have heard nothing of 
him, before the Intelligence I receiv'd of his ſud- 
den Riſe, and equally precipitate Fall, during this 
Tumult. He was, I ſuppoſe, ſome paſſionate Foo], 
of an ill contrived Midriff, which us'd to make a 
| Quarre] between his Heart and his Spleen : And 
| from this inteſtine Broil, he habitually learn'd the 
Way to ſer People together by the Ears, A po- 
| pular Man, an Incendiary, and one that knew how 
to wheedle the Vulgar to his own, Ruin. Who 
ein give an Account of theſe Things? Or, who 
| can unravel the Web of Deſtiny * Though there's no- 
| thing ſtrange in his particular Caſe, yet in the 
General 'tis prodigious, that ſuch little Inſtru- 
ments ſhould be able to give fo terrible a Shock 
to the Frame of an ancient and mighty Govern- 
un- ment! 45 5 
ele was a Man of no Fame or Character, and yet 
Loss for the ſpace of two Moons, he may be ſaid to com- 
ric: {and the greateſt Sovereign in the World, fole Pro- 
hot drietor of Fame and Honour, And had he puth'd 
pete en his Intereſt, tis not improbable, but that he 
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$20 LE T TERS Writ by Vol. V. 
might have exalted himſelf above his Maſter, and 


the Ring leader of a Faction in the Kingdom of: 


ſecured bis Poſt againſt all After-claps. For ac- 
carding to my Intelligence, he had, during the Se- 
ditian, heap'd together prodigious Sts of Mo- 
ney, the Preſents of Baſſa's, and other Miniſters of 
the Porte, who all ador'd this new riſing Comet, and 
ſought his Protection and Favour againſt the bar. 
barous Rabble But it ſeems he was infatuated 
with too much Glory, and conſider'd not that eve- 
ry Body watch all Opportunities and Occaſions 
to ruin him: And that his very Followers would 


be the firſt to betray him, as ſoon as the Hurry of 
their Iuſurrection was over. This generally happens 


to all Ring/eaders of Parties, When once the Spi 
rits of a Faction are ſpent, the Lees, (Which conſilt 
of Regret and Confuſion) are diſcharged on thoſe 


who firft fermented them, mix d with the Revenge of 


the/Brave, 1 ß | 
There are .abundance of great and Brave Men 


gone: But the old Negidber was of their Council, 


and he brought them to Ruin, as he did the Cori 


of Mecca, when they conſpired againſt the Lite of 


the Prophet. This Devil enter'd the Temple (where 
they were aſſembled) in the Shape of an ancient 
Man, decrepid and leaning on a Crutch: And when 
he was commanded to withdraw, he told them, Hz 
was a Senior, who had ſeen all Ages, and remark'd 
the Occurrences of Time; that he was expert in un. 
folding Secrets, and renaring difficult 1hings cajy. In 


_ a Word, he uſed ſo many plauſible Inſinuations, that 


they admitted him in into their Aſſembly, But none 
of their Counſels proſper'd. | 
That malicious Dæmon is often preſent in the Ca- 
bals of ſeditious Men; and though they ſce him not, 
vet he ſecretly undermines their Plots, and brings 
'em to Shame and Puniſhment. For he is the Spi- 
rit of Euy; and though he be himſelf a Rebel. and 
ne 
4 i”, 
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Air; yet ſuch is his ſpightful Nature, that he ſeldom 

ſuffers any Rebellion to thrive on Earth: Not for any 

Love that he bears to Government, but becauſe he de- 
lights to be active in Miſchief, be it where it will; and 

the Guardian Spirits will not ſuffer him to mix with 

the eſtabliſh'd Div ans of an Empire. 

The All-good God preſerve thee from the Malice of 
wicked Demons that always hover about Treaſures of 
Gold and Silver, | : 
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Paris, 22 of the 7th Moon, 
of the Tear 1656. , 


— 


LETTER NRX. 
To the ſame. 


| * HE Troubles of the Sime Port touch'd me 
ſo nearly, and embark'd my Soul in ſuch a Tem- 
pelt of ſollicitous Thoughts and Anxietics for the Ho- 
novr and Safety of the O/man Empire, that J had no 
Leiſure to think of my own particular Hazards, whullt 
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n 1 was writing the other Letter, Vet I have been en- 
: WW guiph'd in abundance of vexatious Circumſtances and 
d WW pcilous Accidents, | SE 
3 Ii generally happens, chat when one Misfortune befals 
ln WE 2 Man, it brings a Train along with it, - So that at 
ar ſome Seaſons we ſeem to be beſieged with Evils, or at 
ne WWF lealt fo cloſely block d up by an Army of Calamities, 
| that there is no Pailage Ee open eicher for Relief or 
a. WF iiiciligence, | | 
t, So has it fared with me of late, and with thou. 
10s WWF fands of others, I doubt not, in this populous Ci- 
p!- WF ty. The Rebellion of the Prince of Conde is the 
ind WWF Occaſion of all this. For the King having ſome 
the Keaſons to apprehend a ſecret Conipiracy of the 
{r, WW Prince's Friends and Well-wiſhcrs in Paris and other 


RE. Places 


— — 


ly in the Prince of Condes Behalf, to abet the Fuctic, 
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Places, has cauſed a very ſevere Scrutiny to be made 
of all Strangers and Sojourners. The Sorbafbi's or 
Officers go to every Houſe within their Precinct, tak- 
ing down the Names of all the Inhabitants in writing 
and ferzing the Perſons of thoſe whom they ſulpett, 
The Priſons are fill'd with People of all Ranks, and 
the Nobles are ſent to the Caftle in the Wood of Vin. 
ciennes. Tis ſaid, the King has a Liſt of manyThoy- 
ſands of Conde's Party in Paris, who deſign'd, on a 
prefix'd Day, to take up Arms for that Prince, and 
that their Example would have been follow'd all over 
the Kingdom. 9 

. Gop knows what is in the Hearts of theſe Ind.: 
IT am ſure Mahmut is wholly a Stranger to their 
Plots. Tho' laſt Year I receiv'd certain Inſtructions 
from the Yizir Axen, commanding me to act ſecret. WM 


and uſe all the Endeavours and Art ] could, to raiic 
a new Party for him among the Courtiers. But! 


way'd ſo dangerous an Employment, by propoſing to A, 
him the vaſt Expences it would require, and the Ne. 
ceſſity of ſending ſome extraordinary Embaſly to this pu 
Court to Countenarce the Buſineſs, To tell thee the ö my 
Truth, I eſtcem'd it a Thing impracticable, and a mere WW « |} 
Caprice of that active Ba, who had a natural Kind- L- <4 
neſs for Rebels, and delighted to have a Hand in difi- WW < 
cult Undertakings, whether there was any Likelihocd . 
of Succeſs or not. Fame „ 33 
But he 1s dead, and let that atone for all his R- WF « 
bellions, when he had the Command of Aleppo. I love W 1 
not to load the departed Souls with Accuſations, WF 1. 
What I have to fay is in my own Vindication, who WE p. 
could not approve his po/itick Chimera: In regard, W «© 
had it ſucceeded, no Profit or Advantage would WF * 
from thence ariſe to the Ottoman Empire: And had 7 
ir been diſcover'd, not only I, and all the Secrets of of 
my Commiſſion would have lain open to the Iafidels 414 
bur alſo it would have been an eternal Difhonour and Pp 
OE 
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Blemiſn to the high reſplendent Porte, to be found 
guilty of violating, in ſo notorious a manner, the 
Faith it had given to the moſt antient and puillant 
Monarchy among the Nazarenes, 

Beſides, I know not bur this Miniſter had a pri- 
yate Grudge againſt me, for accuſing him formerly to 
the Divan, when he held Correſpondence with the 


Penttians : And that he ſtudied this Way to de re- 
venged, by employing me in an Affair which muſt needs 


be my Ruin, However, I think I had Reaſon to be 
cautious and apprehenſive of the worſt, This made me 


diſpatch to him a Letter full of ſpecious Umbrages, 


ſeeming to approve his Deſign, but entangling it with 
ſuch Difficulties, as would divert him from farther 
Thoughts of it. . 

Vet after all, I have been really brought into 
Danger, on the bear Suſpicion of being concern'd on 
the Prince of Corde's ſide; by which thou may'ſt 
guels at the Conſequence had I hearken'd to the Yizer's 
Advice. | 1 | 
One Morning carly the Officers appointed for t nis 
Purpoſe enter d my Chamber: And having demanded 
my Name, Buſineſs and Quality, I anſwer' d, My 


Name was Titus Durlach Nieski; but that for 


ſnortneſs, and to denote my Country, I was com- 
monly call'd, Titus the Moldavian; and that by 
this Name I was well known to Cardinal Mazarini, 
as I had been to his Predeceſſor Richelieu, and other 
Courtiers of great Quality. I told them likewiſe, 
That T was a Clerk, who underſtood ſome foreign 
Languages, and therefore had been often employ'd 
by thole Cardinals, in tranſlating Books out of 
Greet and Arabick into Latin and French: For 
which Reaſon, being recommended by Cardinal Ri- 
chelitu, I had been introduced into the Acquaintance 
of ſeveral Nobles, whoſe Children I taught thoſe 
Lavguages : And that ſome of them had promiſed to 
make me Curate of St, Stepher's Church, as ſoon as 
t Was Vacant, . 2 TROY 
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They ſeceni'd to be very well ſatisfied with what 
J ſaid ; but told me moreover, They had a Commiſ 
fon to ſearch my Loagings for Arms and Treaſonable 
Papers. | 

It is impoſſible to expreſs - the Horror I was in, 
when I ſaw them go roundly to work, prying into 
every Corner, and ſearching my Trunks, Coffers, 
and even my Bed it ſelf. Not that J had any Guilt 
upon me of concealing either Arms or Papers relating 


to this Conſpiracy, but my Concern was for my Box 


of Letters to the Miniſters of the Porte. As for Arms, 
they found no other but an old Sword, which I told 
them I travell'd with out of my own Country, and 
a Brace of Piſtols for the ſame Uſe, to defend me 
from Robbers, Aſſaſſins, and other Injurics, 

Theſe Fellows ſeemed mightily pleas'd with the 
curious Workinanſhip of my Weapons, ſurvey'd them 
all oyer, and having drawn my Sword out of the 
Scabbard, and made a Paſs or two with it againſt the 


Wall, after the French Mode of Fencing, they put it 


up again, telling me, They bad no Authority to tae 
theſe Arms frem me, fince they were neceſſary for my 
Defence. But when they came to my Box of Let- 


ters, and ſaw them written in a ſtrange Character, 


which none of them could read, they began to look 
on one another, and change their Countenance, as if 
there were ſome dangerous Matter contain d in theſe 
Papers, and therefore writ in Cyphers. 

They went aſide to one End of the Chamber, 


whiſpering together, and nodding their Heads with 


all the Symptoms of Jealouſy. Ar length, I inter- 
rupting them, faid, * You need not, Gentlemen, be 
& concern'd about thoſe Papers: They were left 


e with me by a Merchant- Few of my Acquaintance, 


6 and they are Letters of Correſpondence between 
& him and ſome of his Brethren at Rome, Venice, 


& Amſterdam, and other Places in Europe. Tis there- 


* fore they are written in a Character which to you 
| : - $6 appears 
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c appears ſtrange, it being Hebrew, the National 
ce Language of the Feros. They contain only Mat- 
« ters of Traffick, being Letters of Mart and Ex- 
ce change : For you know the eros are the greateſt 
« Merchants, Brokers, and Bankers in the World.” 
Theſe Words, with fome Gold which I gave them, 
diſpers'd all their Sufpicions, clear'd up their cloudy 
Brows, and turn'd thetr Frowns into Smiles and com- 
plimental Addrefles. They told me, T was a very Ho- 
neſt Man, and they would do me what Service they 
could. So bid me adieu. | | | 
By this thou may'ſt ſee the mighty Power of that 
charming Metal, which commands all Things. For, 
whatever I could have ſaid without that had been 
inſignificant. But thefe Idolaters melted into an In- 
difference at the firſt Sight of glittering Piſtoles; and 
when I had once render'd them thus ductile, twas 
eaſie to frame them to the moſt devout Appearance of 
Reſpect and Friendſhip, They promiſed and ſwore no 
Hurt mould be done me. SEE DS 
But I knew the Fickleneſs of human Fidelity bet- 
ter than to repoſe any great Confidenee in theſe Mens 


Words. As ſoon as they were gone, I convey'd my 


Letters to Eliachim, who could cafily conceal them 
in any private Corner of his Houſe, deſiring him to 
furniſh me with ſome Letters of indiſferent Con- 
cerns, written in Hebrew, that if theſe Searchers 
ihould come again, and demand a ſccond View of 
my Box, perhaps with deſign to carry it to ſome Ni- 
nilter of State, I might have thoſe Hebrew Diſpatches 
ready to ſhew, which being put in the ſame Box, 
would not be known from the other by fuch ignorant 
Fellows, to whom Hebrew, Arabick, and Chineſa 
were all alike, and fo I ſhould be acquitted from all 
future Trouble of this Nature, | 

And this Event anſwer'd my Expectation : For 
within three Days the ſame Men came a sin, with 
others in their Company, pretending they had freſh | 
. 3 ant, 
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Warrants, and were ſworn to be impartial. Where- 
fore I was forced to attend them, whilit they carried 
both me and my Box before a Cadi or Judge, who 
having examin'd me very ſtrictly concerning my Name, 
Country, Religion, and other Matters, and ſceming 
well ſatisfied with all my Anſwers, at laſt fent for 4 
Prieſt well vers'd in the Hebrew Tongue, orderin 
him to peruſe the Letters; which when he had done, 
he aſſur d the Cadi, that there was not a Word in any 
of them relating to the State, being purely Matters of 
private Contracts and Bargains + IG Merchant- 
Correfpondents with Bills of Lading, c. So I had 
my Box of Sham-Letters refto1'd to me again, and 
was honourably diſmiſs d. | | 
Yer, tho' this Storm was ſoon blown over, I was 
very near running on Rocks and Sands thro' the Perſe- 
cution of thy Predeceſlor Kienan-Baſſa, and Kiſuy 
Dramelec, with many others in the Seraglio: The 
firſt keeping from me the Penſion allowed by the Grand 
Seignirr; the ſecond either ſending me no Intelligence, 
br elſe battling me with trifling News, nothing to the 
Purpoſe; the reſt aſperſing me to the Mniſters of the 
Divan. | 
I defirethee to ſend me the Arrears that are behind 
for the Space of nineteen Moons, as thou wilt find in 
the Regiſter of the Haſua. Had it not been for Elia- 
chim, that honeſt Feco, 1 ſhould have been ruin'd in 
this Place for want of Money. | 5 
I need not ſay more to thee, who know''ſt that 
Gold is the Grand Iuliſman, which works all the 
Miracles in the World. 


Paris, 22th of the 7th Mion, 
of the Tear 1656, 
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. | To Dgnet Oglou. 


HO can penetrate into the my/teri- 

ous Conduct of Deſtiny: Whether 
0  Gop governs this World by the I. 
; fluence of the Stars, or by the Mt- 


niſtry of Spirits, or by his own imme» 

diate Power? Or whether all Things did not proceed 

from Chance, and are ſtill ruled by the ſame? Be it 

how it will, there remains fomething adorable, 
Even that Chance itſelf, ſuppoſing Epicurus's Opi- 
nion true, is worthy of Supreme Honours and Sacri- 

| fices, which has, with ſuch exquiſite Luck, per. 

: ſorm'd all the Parts of infinite Wiſdom, and Fore- 
| | phony 8.4 daft, 
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caſt, in forming and preſerving the Univerſe, Were 
I a- Diſciple of that Philgſapher, every Morning when 
I beheld the riſing Sun, and at Mid-Day when I ſaw 
him climb the Meridian, and in the Evening when 
| he takes his Cenge of ythis upper World to viſit our 
Antipedes, would I with profoundeſt Veneration cry 
out, O eternal Chance] O omnipotent Caſualty! O 
incomprehenſible Blinaneſs ! I adore thee, I burn In. 


cenſe to thee, and do ail Things which the duller ſire 


of Mortals think are only due ts an All-wiſe, All. 
good, and an All-mighty God. Thus would 1 adidrc{ 
to that infinite Pe//-Me/] of Atoms, could J believe 
with, Epicurus, that from ſuch an inconcervable Hyxy. 
Burly, proceeded all this admirable Beauty and Order 
which we behold. = 
Thou wilt perceive by this, that T am religioully 
| diſpoſed ; and rather than not adore ſome $prer:s 
Being, I would make a. Deity of that which to others 
is the Fountain of Atheiſm. And I think there is Rea. 
fon on my Side. For let this World be produced how 
it will, whether by the cafual Concourſe of Atom,, 
or by the deliberate' AR of an eternal Mind; whe- 
ther it be eternally Self- exiſtent, according to the 
Szoicks, or be the genuine Reſult of the Divine Icea's, 
as the Platoniſis ſay; it is but juſt that we ſhould pay 
the moſt devout and grateful Acknowledgements to 
the Source of ſo many immenſe Prodigies and 
Wonders. „ „ 
But then, what ſhall we fay for all the EV II. 
that appears in the World? That there is ſuch a 
Thing as EVI ſcatterd up and down through 
all the Ranks of Beings, and as it were blended and 
rivetted in their very Eſſences, is manifeſt at fir 
View; and every Man has his Share of this epide- 
mica! Contagion. But whence it proceeds who 
can inform me? I am not the firſt that have ask'd 
the Queſtion, Many Years ago the inquiſitive World 
was buſy in ſearching out the Root of EV II. oY 
. | 1 e | theke 
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there were almoſt as many Opinions about it, as there 
were Nations on Earth, | | 
S8 me afferted, that all EY TIL came out of the 
North : Others derive it from the South; as if the 
two Poles were the Centres and native Seats of 
this Malady of the World. But theſe ſeem to be 
Men of ſhort Diſcourſe, and ſhallow Reaſon, ſu- 
pinely credulous, and willing to take up with any 
thing rather than be at the Pains of attentive Con- 
templation. | | 880 | 
Yet this Opinion has ſo far prevail'd in theſe We- 
fern Parts, that the Nazarene Pricſts, when they ce- 
lebrate their Maſs, ſtand on the North-fide of the 
Altar at the reading of the Goſpel, turning their 
Back to that Quarter of the World, And the Rea- 
ſon they give for this Ceremony is, becauſe in the 
written Law it is ſaid, Out of the North comes all 
EVIL, I have heard them ſeriouſly maintain this 
Argument. But Goo knows whether there be any 
{ach Place in the zoritten Law, or no; or, if there 
be, whether it muſt be taken in this Senſe, Vet J 
mult confeſs, the Romans have ſome Reaſon to be- 
lieve it, having GE felt a great deal of 
EVIL flom the Northern Goths and Vandals, who, 
in former Ages, ruſh'd out of their frozen Regions, 
and came down like a Torrent upon Italy, and other 
Parts of Europe, making Havock of all Things Civil 
and Sacred. And if this be the Ground of their Ce- 
remony, they have greater Reaſon now to change 
their Station, and turn their Backs to the South-Ea/7 
having been much more fatally handled by the victori- 
ous Muſſulmans. . 
The antient Parthians, held, that there were 7709 
Principles or Sources of all Things, viz. GOOD 
and EV TL; and that there has been an eternal 
Quarrel between them; But in the End, they ſay, 
the GOO D ſhall get the Victory, and exterminate 
che EV I IL. This Opinion was embraced by a 
. 875 Set 
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Seck of Chriſtians whom they call'd Manichees, The 
Founder of that Sect was a Perſian by Birth : His 


Name was Manes, a very learned Man, as the Records t 

of the Eaſt teſtify; yet the Chri/tians rank him among * 

the moſt pernicious Hereticks, He taught, That Wine k 

ab, the Blood of Devils; and therefore forbad it to Be” 

his Followers, He alfo prohibited the Fleſh of Ani- 1 

mals. This he learn'd from the Prieſis of Egypt, 5 

where he reſided a conſiderable Time. 5B 

But to return to the Sentiments of Men concern- 3 

ing the Origin of EVIL. There are ſome who al- 1 

firm God is the Author of it; which is not far from a2n 

Blaſphemy. Others ſay, that when the Devils were 

exterminated from the Earth, they in Revenge ſow'd WF . 

the Seeds of EVIL in the Univerſe. But that of WU an 

the Stoichs ſeems the moſt plauſible to me: For they iﬀW_ ed 

aſſerted, that nothing is EVIL of itſelf, but that the t 

Contrariety which we behold in the World is very WF C. 

i good, and conduces to eltabliſh the Order and Oeco- ani 
| nomy of all Things. | | 4 
My dear Dgnet, do not eſteem me an Atheiſt, be- * 
cauſe of the Liberty I take in diſcourſing of theſe WW xc 

| | miſterious Things. There are a ſort of People here cnc 
1 in the Veß, whom they call Deiſts, that is, Men tte 
rofeſſing the Belief of a Gop, Creator of the World, NE. 
| = Scepticks in all Things elſe. They have no viol 
| implicit Faith in Hiftorical Religion, but think it the Kno 
f Part of Men, as they are endued with Reaſon, to call W r- | 
=: in queſtion the Writings of Mortals like themſelves, ; 5 
| though they had the Character of the greateſt Pro- te. 
| pets Thus they think it no Sin to canvaſs the Boots tze 
| of Miſes, and the Hebrew Prophets, the Gojpe! of ttzei 1 
Jeſus the Son of Mary, and the A/coran of Mabomet WF yy... 
our holy Law-giver , chuſing what is agreeable to ine 
| Reaſon, and rejecting the reſt as fabulous, inſerted WF = 

either by the Craft 1 Men, or the Interloping of the man 
Devil. | | 1 
888 | It to 
Phil, 


I pro: 


. 
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I proteſt, there appears to me no Reaſon to call 


theſe Men Atheiſts or Infidels. They rather ſeem 


to deſerve the Title of Phi/o/ophers, or Lovers of 
Wiſdom and Truth, And 'tis from them I have 
karn'd this unwillingneſs to be impoſs d on in Mat- 
ters of Religion. I find them in all Things Men of 
great Morality and Goodneſs, far exceeding the 
Zealots of the Age in true Virtue and pious Actions. 
But they make no Noiſe of what they do: And 
whilſt only their human Frailties are conſpicuous to 
all, their Benefactions lie conceal'd under the Veil of 
an unparallel'd Modeſty, LN, 2 
Such of Old were the Aſſociates of Zeid Eô'n 
Raphaa, my Country-man. This was a Perſon of 


an ardent Spirit and prodigious Underſtanding, 


educated in the Mauſſulman Law : But when he came 
to thoſe Years, wherein Men - uſually examine the 
Grounds of their Religion, he ſought the moſt 
learned Men, and ſuch as are vers'd in all Sciences. 
After he had conversd ſome Time with them, and 
found them to be Perſons of Integrity, as well as 


Men of Senfe, he propoſed to them the Conveni- 


ence of frequent Clubs among themſelves, where 


they might, with an unreltrain'd Freedom, diſ- 


courſe of all Things, and being united in an in- 
violable Friendſhip, might improve one another's 
Knowledge and Virtue, withour regarding the 
Legends and Harangues of the Mollahs, This So- 
ciety compoſed Fifty Boch, of ſo many ſeveral kinds 
of Science, that they call'd them Echroanaſſapha, or 
the Writing, of the Sincere Fraternity, conccaling 
their Names. They treated of human and Divine 
Matters, without Reſerve, or Caution: aſſert- 
ing that the Maſulman Religion was corrupted and 
alienated from its firſt Inſtirution, having imbibed 
many Errors; and that there was no Way to reſtore. 
ir to its Primitive Purity, but by joning to it the 
Philoſophy of the Antients, In a Word, they endea- 

„ „„ vour d 


. 2 


_ | 
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vour'd to reform whatever was amiſs in the Doctrines 


and Manners of the Faithful, by reducing: both to the 
Standard of Reaſon, BY ER | 

I know not whether thou wilt approve or diſlike 
their Enterpriſe. But T am ſure, thou art ſenſible, as 
well as I, that there are Bigots among the Fo//ower; 
of the Prophet, and that thoſe deſerve Correction. The 
Devil will ſet his Foot in the Temple of Gop : But 
do not thou follow his ag wal If thou do, He that 
made the Devil fetch thee back again, 


Paris, 20th of the 7th Moon, 
of the Tear 1056, 


„ 
70 the Nazin Eſchref, or Prince of the 
= Emirs, at the Porte. 


HE Chriſtians fay, tis an Argument of God's 


Love when he chaſtiſes them: Therefore they. 


have no Reaſon to be peeviſh, or call it an Effect of 
his Anger, that a diſmal Plague is broke out in the 
Territories of the Pope, the Kingdom of Naples, and 
other Parts of Italy. This Contagion rages fo vebe- 
mently in Rome, the Capital City of the Veſtern Na- 
Zarenes, that above a hundred thouſand Perſons of 
ſeveral Ranks have forſaken. the Place, The Pope's 
Palace is ſhut up, and no Acceſs granted to any, not 
even to foreign Ambaſſadors, without great Precau- 
tion; and then none of their Retinue are admitted 
nk them. 1 . > 
_ Tis ſaid, Seventeen hundred die daily in that 


City, and Six thouſand a Day in Naples. Nay, in 


ſome I laces, the Living are ſcarce ſufficient to 
: i ö * 13 — . e IS48 ON bury 


de nb. 
Sec ee 
Again 


it w 
Succe 


Fr 


Vol. V. a Ser at PARIS. 133 


bury the Dead. The Grand Duke of Ty/cany, to pre- 
vent the ſpreading of the Infection of his Territories, 
has forbid all Intercourſe between his Subjects, and 
thoſe of the Pope, neither will he permit ſo much as 
a Nuncio to paſs thro' his Dominions. GU 
This Mortality has frighted Queen CHriſtina from 
Rome; She has ſent to deſire Paſſes of the Duke of 
Savoy and other Princes, deſigning for Fance. She 
is already on her Voyage; having been preſented by 
the Pope with Ten thouſand Crowns, to defray the 
Expences of her Travels. Here are great Prepara- 
tions making for her Reception ; the King having 
ſent Orders to all the Governors of Towns and Pro- 
vinces through which ſhe mult paſs to receive and en- 
tertain her with a Magnificence due to her Sovereipn 
Dignity, and worthy of the French Grandeur and 
Eo tf 2h mh 3 
In the mean time, this Court is in a ſullen Hu- 
mour, by Reaſon of a late great Loſs they have ſuf- 
fered at Valenciennes. in Flanders. This Place was 
beſieg d by the French at the beginning of this Cam- 
paign, but was reliey'd by the Spaniards this Moon, 
who killed above a thouſand Men on the Spot, took 


five thouſand Priſoners, with all their Cannon and 


Baggage. Among the: Captives of Note, is the 
Mareſchal de Ferto Seneterre, General. of the French 
Army. The Names of the others are wanting. 


Mareſchal de Turenne himſelf very narrowly eſcaped, 


by timely withdrawing his Brigade from the Fight, 


for which ſome ſtigmatize him with Cowardice 


and Treachery; whilſt- others affirm, he acted the 
Part of a prudent Captain in thus retreating, ſince 
it was impoſſible to reſtore the Battle with any 
Succeſs. „ 85 Ny 

From ' Sweden we hear, that the Elector of Bran- 
aenburgh has enter'd. into a League with the King of 
Seo eden, by which both their Armies are united 
againſt the King of Poland: And *tis faid, their 
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firſt Deſign will be upon Daxtzick. That Country 
is in a horrid Confuſion, the Nobles, Gentry, and 
Boors, being all in Arms, ſome deſerting their So- 
vereign, others adhering to his Intereſt. King Ca- 
mir has inveſted Warſaw with an Army of Forty 
thouſand Men. In the mean time, the Hollander, 
have ſent a great Fleet of Ships of War into the 
Baltick Sea; but to what End is not known, nor 
what Part they will take, whether the Soedes or Poles, 
Yer the latter hope for great Aſſiſtance from them, 
there having been lately ſome Miſunderſtanding be- 
tween the Dutch and the Swedes, The Myuſcovice; 
alſo have entred Po/and with a numerous Army, and 

the Tartars are coming with another to the Aid of King 
Casimir. . 1 1 
Thus is Poland become the Stage of a moſt terrible 
War; and which Side ſoever gets the Victory, that 
unhappy Country will be near ruined. 
Nathan Ben Saddi, a Few at Vienna, and a pri- 

vate Agent for the Grand Seignior, ſends me Word 
that the Emperor of Germany hath an Army of 
Thirty thouſand Foot and twelve thoufand Horſe | 
in Sileſia, who are to join with the Myſcovites, 
and do fome conſiderable Action againſt the S ted, 
whoſe continual Victories, and growing Greatnefe, 
gives Jealouſy to theſe puiſſant Monarchs. He in- 
torms me farther, that the Emperor has diſpatch'd 
a Courier to the Prince of Tranſy/vania, with In- 
1 and Letters, to engage him to a Neutra- 

ty. | 

| . young Ragotski is as wild as his Father, and 
hates to be led by the Noſe. „„ 
Thou may'ſ{t inform the Miniſters of the Divan, that 
Adonai the Few is dead of the Plague in Rome, ha- 
ving firſt taken Care to tranſmit to me all the Papers 
which concern the myſterious Porte. 

This Court, at preſent, is at a Place call'd La Fere 
in Picardy, a Province bordering on Flanders. From 
7 whence 


— 
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whence there may be a more frequent Intercourſe be. 
tween the King and his Camp. Py 
Prince of the Holy Line, I have ſent thee all the 
News that is flirring at this Juncture, ſaving ſome 
trivial Matters which are not worth a 1iu//ulman's 
Knowledge, much lefs thine, who art diſtinguiſhed 


from the Croud of true Believers, by wearing the Sa- 
cred Colour of the Prophet. 


Paris, 30th of the 7th Moon, 
F the Tear, 2556. 


LETTER WM. 
To Melec Amet. 


ERE has been a ſtrange Accident lately, not 
many Leagues from Paris, which has occa- 

ſioned various Diſcourſes, and put the Philoſophers 
upon a new Scrutiny. One Morning a certain Pea- 
ſant or Farmer, walking over his Lands, as his Cu. 
ſtom is, to number his Sheep and other Cattle, 
miſs d a Barn or Store houſe which ſtood in a Field 
at ſome diſtance from his Habitation. Surprized at 
this, he haſten'd towards the Place where he ſaw 
it but the Night before: When, to his no ſmall 
Aſtoniſnment, he perceiv'd, that not only the Barn, 
but a great Part of the Field wherein it was built, 
was ſunk into the Earth. He immediately ran and 
calll'd ſame of his near Neighbours to behold this 
flrange Spectacle: And the Fame of it ſpread 
all over the Country. Divers learned and ingeni- 
ous Perſons have been there, to make Obſervations 
of this Accident. But none dares venture near 
enough to the Chaſm, to look down into it; be- 
_ catiſe the Earth continues breaking and falling in, 
which 


136 Ererrtexs Writ by Vol. V. 
which makes a Noiſe like the Salvo's of the Fanizarie 

when the Grand Seignior viſits the Arſenal. 

One would conclude by theſe uncommon Symp. 

toms, that the Earth grows antient and weak, that 

her inward Strength and Vigour decays, and that we 

are every where in Danger of being ſwallowed up. | 
have not Time to write more, it being Midnight 

and thePoſt ready to go. 
The Almighty and All-good God have thee in li 
holy Protection. 333 


Paris, 30 of the 7th Moon, 
of the Tear 1656. 


1, E'T-T: ER AV. 
To 'Lornezan Muſtapha, Beglerbeg of 
| if Erzram. 


Will ſtill congratulate thy Happineſs, even in tha 

1 laſt Change of thy Fortune; which, tho' it be 
kind of Deſcent from the more lofty Stations thou heft 
poſſeſſed in the Oſman Empire, yet tis attended wit: 
-honourable Circumſtances, and an inviolable Security, 
Thou art not out of the Sitan's Favour, baniſh'd to 
Egypt, and confin'd to a narrow Penſion during tl 
Life, as has been the Fate of ſeveral Grandees : Bur 
thou art withdrawn from the Intrigues of Stare, thc 
Toils of War, and the Plots of a Courtier's Life, 
to the ſweet Retirements of the Country, the peace- 
able Poſſeſſion of a rich and fertile Province, whe:c 
thou may ſt paſs thy Days in an uncontroulable Eaſe 


and Felicity. | 
I am not ſurprized at the Fall of ſo many Great 1 
Men at the Porte, nor do I much regret the Death ot | anc 


thoſe who were known Enemies to the Government | am 
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vet it troubles me to think, how the Brave and the 
Loyal had their innocent Blood mingled with that of 
Traitors and Villains. But theſe Things are unavoid- 
able in popular Inſurrections, when the Sovereign is 
ompelled to ſacrifice to the Multitude whomfoever 
hey require. Thus fell the illuſtrions Solymæn, among 
the criminal Eunuchs, though he himſelf was free from 
tain: But he was a Negro, and that was his Ruin; 
r the Malecontents could not diſcern the fair Quali- 
tids of his Soul. . 
Curſe on that Fool Chaban Kalfa, and double 
Curſes on his rampant Wife Mulzly Kadin, who gave 
the firſt Occaſions to all this Diforder, and Spot of 
noble Blood. I remember the honeſt So/yman gave 
me once a Hint of the feminine Debaucheries pra- 
ctiſed in the Queen-Mother's Apartment: But he 
ſpoke of it with ſo much Modeſty and Reſerve, that 
it hardly made any Impreſſion on me at that Time: 
Otherwiſe, I ſhould have imparted it to the Vi ir 
Azen, or ſome other Miniſter of the Divan; for ſo 
am I commanded in Cafes that touch the Honour and 
Safety of the Grand Seignior. And ] tell thee, this 
was none of the leaſt Importance. For as it appears, 
the Women were undermining the moſt Sacred and 
firmly eſtabliſn'd Government in the World: They 
were not contented to wallow in their own impious 
and unnatural Delights, but would have ſet them- 
felves as a Pattern to others, and by Degrees have 
infected the whole Muſſulman Empire with a new 
Species of Debauchery : Which, as it began and was 
carried on by embezzelling the Royal Treatures, ſelling 
of Places to Men of no Merit, Buffoons, Pimps, and 
Aſſes; fo it would have ended in enervating our Mi- 
litia, corrupting all the Faithful, and laying the Em- 
pire, naked to Infidels. 8 ; 

How many Vizirs, Chaimachams, Captain Baſſas, 
and other Officers have we had killed this fatal Year? 
among the reſt I cannot but reflect on * 


— 
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of the Chiaux Baſſa, aſter he was made Vizir Aꝛem, 
as a. Stroke of divine Juſtice, for having embrued 


his Hands in ſo much noble Blood, when he enjoy d 


* 


with invincible Scour ges. 
But what was that Achmet Bafſa, who took Ad- 
vantage of the Sz/tans's domeſtick Troubles, and fo- 
reign Wars, to diſturb his Government in Ai a, and 
raiſe a Rebellion, which threatn'd even the the Impe- 
rial City itſelf? By the Courſe of his Fortune it 
looks as if he were not contented with his Command 

in 4a, and therefore took this new celebrated 
Method to obtain a higher Dignity, viz. by rebelling 


that Dignity once before. Go purſues the Cruel 


againſt his Maſter: Elſe why. was he made Baſſe of - 


the Sea, in the Room of Ouroos Kitnau? The Ba 
Aleppo firſt brought into Faſhion this daring Way 
of growing Great, And if it be thus countenanc'd 
by the Grand Seignior, in all probability, he will have 
Reaſon to make Peace with the Chriſtians, that he 
may have Reſpite and Forces to employ againſt his 
own: Subjafts. - 4 5; NET 
Amidſt all theſe Things, nothing afflicts me fo 
much, as the horrible Loſs our Fleet has ſuſtain'd at 
Sea, We have various Reports of this Combat; but 
in general they agree that the Maſſulmans have loſt 
ſeventy-two Ships and Galleys, with an infinite 
Number of Men; that the Venetians have taken the 
Iſles of Teuedos and Lemnos, and that they are advanc- 
ing to beſiege Conſtantinopie. This News is a great 


Vienetians purſued their Victory, for ought I know, 
by this Time the Imperial City, che Retuge of the 
World, may be laid in Aſhes. > 
I have often propoſed the Neceſſity of Platforms 
along the Helleſpont, to guard that important Ave- 
nue of the Sacred Porte. Had they put in Practice 
Mahmut's Advice, perhaps the Nazarenes would have 
had no Occaſions for their preſent Triumphs. But 
es now 
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while in coming to us: So that if it be true, and the 
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now they banquet in the open Streets; Al Chri- 
ſtendom rings with the News of aur Diſgrace. The 
Drunkards of Europe infult o'er the Profeffors of 
Sobriety : Amidſt their Bowls of Wine, they blaſ. 
pheme our Prophet, and ſing in the Praiſe of Bac- 
chus their God, They menace the Conqueſt of 4/2, 
and threaten to exterminate the Mufu/prans from the 
T | 

Enraged at theſe prophane Boaſts, I ſtop my Ears, 
and turning round in a divine Frenſy, I pray that 
Gop would battle the Infidels. 


Paris, 6th of the 9th Moan, 
of the Year 1656. 
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LETTER: V. 


Jo the moſt Renowned and mofi Iluftricus 
Mahomet, Vizir Azem, at the Porte. 


HA T incomprehenſible Majeſty which has no 


| Reſemblance, at whoſe Pleaſure all Things are 
diſpos'd and order d in Heaven and Earth, by whoſe 


particular Providence, for the Good of the O/inan 


Empire, thou art exalted to this glorious Truſt, to be 


Vicar of the Vicar of Gop; augment thy Graces 


and Virtues, and bleſs thee with ſuperlative Wiſdom, 
and perfect Tranquility, 


I revere thy accompliſh'd Soul, conſummate in 


all moral and political Science. Thou art the molt 


experienced Man in the Empire. And I ceaſed to 
condole the late Tumults and Riots at Conſtanti nople, 


tho' their Effects were fatal to ſome brave Men, 


hnce thou art choſen to this Dignity, from whom 


the whole Empire may expect, not only a ſerener 
State of Affairs, during thy Adminiſtration, but alſo 
2 root- 
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140 LETTERS Veit hy Vol. V. 
a rooting up of the Cauſes of theſe publick Diſtem- 
pers, and of all other Evils which infeſt the Monar- 
chy deſign'd for the Conqueſt and Reformation of the 
whole World. 15 | 
According to the Cuſtom of the EA, I approach 
thee not without ſome Preſent : But pardon the 
Slave Mahmut, who can ſend thee none worthy of 
thy Grandeur. I have incloſed in a Box the true 
Ethgics of the preſent King of France, with that of 
his Uncle the Duke of Orleans, his Brother the Duke 
of Anjou, and his Couſin the Prince of Conde; as 
alſo that of Cardinal Mazarini, and Queen Chri/ting 
of Stoeden, who is now .at the French Court. Ac- 
cept alſo from an Exile, a little Cabinet containing 
twelve Watches, of ſo many different Contrivances, 
according to the circular Variation of the Moons in 
the ſpace of thirty-four Years. They are the Work 
of my own Hands; therefore I ſhall not commend 
them, Each is wrapt up in a piece of Silk, where- 
in is wrought in Arabick Letters, the Method of 
uſing it. Perhaps thou wilt find ſome Diverſion in 
trying the Experiments mentioned in thoſe Tables. 
However, deſpiſe not this mean Teſtimony of 
Mabmut's Reſpect; but confider, that if I come 
{ſhort of the curious Artiſts in Euroße, yet my La- 
bour 1s. paſſable enough for a Mufulman, among 
whom there is ſcarce another Watchmaker to be found 
in the World, | | 8 
If thou would'ſt know the Occaſion of Queen 
Chriſtina's being at the French Court: She came 
thither from Rome, when the laſt Moon was in the 
Mane. Her Paſſage was by Sea to Marſeilles, have 
ing touch'd at Genoua, and received magnificent 
Gifts from the Republick ; but they would not per- 
mit her to land, for fear of the Plague, which then 
__ in Rome, and was the Cauſe of her lcaving that 


How 


| Pope 
and { 
| COVel 
1 8 

g vente 
Won 


Vol. V. @ Ser at PARIS. 141 


However, the French ſhew'd no ſuch timorous 
Squeamiſhneſs, but received her and her Train with 
open Arms. She landed at Marſeilles on the 2 9th of 
the 7th Moon; and when ſhe made her publick En- 
try, the Conſuls of that City, with all the Nobles, 
met her in Coaches, the great Guns were diſcharged 
to welcome her, and ſhe was careſs'd with all the De- 
monſtrations of Honour that are ſnew'd to the Queen 
of France herſelf in her Progreſſes. BEN 

The ſame Entertainment ſhe received at Aix, 
Avignon, Lions, and in fine, all along the Road to 
Paris, the Keys of Towns being ſurrendered to 
her, (for ſuch was the King's Pleaſure) and a Ca- 
nopy of State borne over her Head, when ſhe enter” 


any Town, and receiv'd the Addreſſes and Compli- 


ments of Governors, Prelates, and other great Men 


in Authority. She was likewiſe magnificently treat- 
ed by Princes, and the chief Dukes of the Realm : 
And on the 8th of the laſt Moon, made her Entry 
into this City on Horſeback, apparell'd like a Man: 
Where having ſtaid ſome time, ſhe departed for 
| Compeigne to viſit the Court, which reſides there 
„„ F 

It is nat ſuppoſed ſhe will tarry long in France, 
but as ſoon as ſhe hears the Plague is abated in 
Rome, and the adjacent Parts, ſhe will return thi- 


ther, to paſs away the Reſidue of her Life, in 


that Neſt of Princes and Prelates of the Nazarene 
V | 

A little before ſhe left Rome, the Spaniards there 
had conſpired to ſeize on her Perſon, as alſo on the 
Pope ; to have murder'd the Portugal Ambaſſador, 
and ſet the City on Fire, But the Plot was diſco- 
cover'd, and the Conſpirators put in Priſon : For the 
Sentence of Death is never paſs'd in Criminal Caſes 
among the Nazarenes, without a formal Tryal, 
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Here is a Rumour as if a great Fire had, ſome Moor 
ago, broke out in Con/tantinople, and conſumed much 


of that City, I wonder none of my Friends, nor 


any other reſiding there, have ſent me an Account of 
any ſuch thing; which fills me with Hopes that this 
Report is falſe, 3 

From all hands we are aſſured, that the Szwedes and 
Brandenlurghers have obtain'd a great Victory over 
the Poles and Tartars at Warſaw ; the vanquiſhed ha- 
ving loſt above Six thouſand Men on the Spot, with 
all their Ammunition and Baggage: And unfortunate 
King Ca/imir was forced to fly, with a ſmall Retinue, 
towards Hungary. 75 

"Twas the general Expectation of Europe, that the 
Moſcorites and Germans would have done ſomething 
Extraordinary for the Po/es, and by ſome ſurprizing 
Action put a Check to the Szwedifp Succefles and Tri- 
umphs. For when the Maſcovite Ambaſſador was at 
 Kioningsberg endeavouring to withdraw the Duke of 
Brandenburgh from the Szvedijp Intereſts, he vomitcd 
forth terrible Menaces, in cafe they complied not with 
his Maſter's Propoſals. And one Day, in a furious 
Zeal, he took a large Goblet of Wine, in the F/ctor's 
' Preſence, and having drark it off to the Czar's Health, 
the Berbarian ſaid aloud, Thus foal the great Emperir 
of the Moſcovites devour all that oppoſe him. Rut 
now it ſeems, theſe were all empty Bravadoes, and the 
Moſcovites were reſolved to ſtand by, and ſee who got 
the Better. The fame may be ſaid of the Emperor, 
and Prince of Tranſylvania, ſo of the Danes and 
Hollanders, who now all declare for the ſtrongeſt 
Party, | 


Magnanimous F7izier, if the preſent Engagements 


and Wars in Dalmatia and Candy, deſides the do- 
meſtick Troubles of the Ottoman Empire, did not 
wholly employ the Arms of the Miſulmans, doubt 
leſs kwould be an Undertaking no ks profitable 
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than glorious, to ſuccour the diſtreſsd Caſimir, turn 
the Tide of the Cothiſb Conqueſts, and oblige the 


Poles to an eternal Fidelity and Gratitude to the Grand 


Seignior. 


Paris, 14th of the 10th Moon, 
of the Vear 1656. : 


— * —_— 


LETTER: Vi. 


7 Abrahan Eli, Zeid Hogia, Preacher 
20 the Seraglio. 


I Have frequent Acceſs to the King's Library which 
. Favour was firſt granted me by Cardinal Richelieu, 
who often employed me in tranſlating ſome curious 
Treatiſes out of Arabic into French or Latin. The 
French ſeem very fond of Eaftern Manuſcripts, where- 
ever they can meet with them: And they have no Jeſs 
Regard for Men who are skill'd in thoſe Languages. 
That Miniſter eſpecially, was very inquiſitive into the 
Wiſdom and Learning of A/ia. He monopolized 
Perſian, Syrian, and Arabick Books, and was a pro- 
ſeſs d Patron of Lingui/ts, He coveted the Acquain- 
tance of Strangers and Travellers, that he might, by 


their Means, inform himfelf of the different Latos, 


Cuſtame, and Religions of Foreign Countries, and of 
whatſoeyer was rare, and worthy of Obſervation, in 
any Part of the World. 1 


Hence it was, that I receiv'd evident Marks of 


his Eſteem, as ſoon as he knew that I underſtood 


the Greek, Arabick, Hebrew, Turkiſh, and Sclavo- 


nian Languages. He often made uſe of me, as 1 

have ſaid, and gave me free Acceſs to his own 

and the King's Library. And tho his Succellor, _ 
Bs | NO Or: 1na 
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144 LETTEAS Writ by Vol. V. 
dinal Mazirini, is not ſo much addicted to Studies 
ot this Nature as to the Affairs of State; yet he 
has continued to me the Privilege of viſiting this 
Treaſury of Learned Books where 1 paſs many 
Hours. ' | 


One Day I caſt my Eyes on'a Manuſcript written 


in Arabick, and endors'd with this Title, 


[ The Original Covenant of Mahomet, 
the Prophet of. the Arablans, with the 


Proſelſors of the Faith of Jeſus. | 


and underneath was a Latin Inſcription, fignifying, 
That this Manuſcript was found in the Convent of 
Chriſtian Friars on Mount Carmel. I have tran- 


ſcrib'd the Contents of this Parchment, and ſent it 


incloſed to thee, that thou may'ſt judge whether 
it be Real, or only Counterfeit, For the Nazarenes 
aſſert it to be the True Agreement of the Meſſenger of 
Gop; and therefore reproach all the Mufſu/r:91 
with Diſobedience to our Lawgiver, and breaking 
the League, Ggn'd and ſeal'd by Him, whom we call 
the Seal of the Prophets, and witneſs'd by the Four 
Principal Doctors, Alu Becre, Oſman, Omar, and 
Hali. | | 5 

If thou wilt peruſe the incloſed Paper, it will be 
eaſy to diſcern, whether Ve are guilty of this 
Violation of Faith, or They, For though ſuppo- 
ling this to be the Real Teſtament of the Prophel, 
as 1s pretended) that Favourite of Heaven grants 
many Articles of Peace, Aſſiſtance and Friendſhip 
to the Followers of Jeſus, with Immunity from 


| Faxes ar Impoſition, Liberty of Conſcience, 


Freedom of Marriages, c. Yet 'tis evident, 
that he promiſed not theſe Things, but on cct- 
tain Conditions to be obſery'd on the Part of tte 


Chriſtians ; as, that none of them ſhou'd harbou: 
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Now all the Diſpute is, Whether we have firſt 
tranſgreſs d theſe Articles, or the Nazarenes ? For if 
it can be prov'd, That they are the firſt Aggreſſors, 
then they have no Reaſon to complain of their Miſ- 
fortunes, or accuſe the true Faithful of Oppreſſion 
and Tyranny, as they commonly do: Since it is ma- 
nifeſt, that they have drawn theſe Evils on themſelves 
by their Breach, of Faith and Infidelity, diſannul- 
ling the Covenant of Gop and bis Prophet, and 
forteiting the Benefit they might have claim'd by 
vertue of it. Be it how it will, the Prophet is free 
from Blame; let the Guilt reſt on the Perſons that 


were criminal. 


I know not how it comes to paſs, that the 
Chriſtians of this Age, think and ſpeak more 
reproachfully of our bly Lawgiver than did their 
Fathers, who liv'd in his Time, or immediately 
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or hold Correſpondence with the Enemies of the Tue 
Believers, or privately accommodate them with Arms, 
' Horſes, Money or any other Neceſſaries of War: 
But on the contrary, ſhould hoſpitably receive the 
Mufſulmans into their Houſes for three Days, and 

otect them from their Enemies. 
Chriſtians ſhould fail in any of theſe Points, the Pro- 
het declares his Covenant to be void, and that they 
ſhall not enjoy the Indulgencies granted therein. All 
this thou wilt ſee is recommended ſolemnly to both 
Parties, to be religiouſly perform d till the 


If therefore the 


A nal Con- 


after it, and who by Conſequence could better in- 


form themſelves of the Circumſtances of his Birth, 


Life, and renowned Actions. Some antient Wri- 
ters among the Nax arenes make honourable men- 
They conceal not 
tue early Signs of his heroick Virtue, and the 
Grandeur to which he was dcitin'd. 
in a certain Chriſtian Author, That when the 
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As near the Gate. But a Masman Ambaſſador 


146 LerTrRs Writ by Vol. v. 
Truition of his Uncle Au Taleb, who carried his 
glorious Charge along with him to Damaſcus, and 
that whilſt they were at Boz'r, a learned Mond, 
whoſe Name was Bohira, came out of the Conven: 
to meet them; and taking Mahomert by the Hand, 
in the Preſence of many Chriftians, he ſaid aloud, 
This Youth is born to accompliſh great Things : Hit 
Fame ſhall be . ſpread from Faſt to Weſt : For as he 
drew near to this Place I ſaw a bright Cloud deſcend 
and cover him. Sultan David alſo propheſy'd of him, 
in that which the Chriſtians reckon the 5 oth Pſaln, 
and the 2d Ferfcle: Where that divine Poet thus 
ſings, from Sion Gon hath preclaim'd the Empire if 
Mahomet, But the Chriſt ians have interpreted tlus. 
in another Scnſe, though the Original remains a 
ſtanding Witneſs: againfl them. So Maſes in the 
Pentateuch uttered a Myſtery when he ſaid, Gov 
came from Sinai, he roſe up from Seir, and was mani- 
Fefted from Mount Paran. Intimating hereby the 
_ Deſcent of the written Law to Maſes, of the Goſpel 
to Feſus the Son of Mary, and of the Alcoran to Ma- 
'kemet, The Meſſias allo ſaid to his Diſciples, I I go 
not away, the Called of God will not come to 1, 
But the Chri//ian Interpreters wilfully hide theſe 
Things from the Vulgar, leſt their Eyes ſhould be 
opened, There appears an obſtinate Malice and Igno- 
rance in all their Actions. | 
Who will not laugh at the fooliſh Spight of the 

Spaniards? who, in a certain Town, had a Cuſtom, 
as oft as. they enter'd into the Chyrch, or come out, 
to ſpit on a black Image of a Man fitting on an 


coming thither from the Emperor of Morocco, and 
obſerving this vain Ceremony of the People, aﬆd 
the King, What Perſon thar Statue repreſented ? He 
made Anſwer, That it was the Image of Mahomet, 
the Arabian Prophet. That cannot be, reply'd the 
Ambaſſador, ſince our Prophet never rode but on Ca- 
= oy | FEW ! 


2 


Vol. V. a Sey at PARIS. 147 
nel: It is rather the Figure of the Meſſias; 200 
indeed is recorded to have rode on an Aſs, The King, 
troubled at this Anſwer, conſulted the Prieſts and 
learned Men, who all concluded, that the Ambaſ- 
ſador had ſpoke the Truth. And therefore, inſtead 
of offering any more Indignities to this Image, they 


fell into another Extreme, and built a Chapel for 
it, burning Incenſe to the ſenſeleſs Stock, and 


paying 1t divine Honours. Thus they pray'd to 


that, which but a little before they had curſed ; 


and turn'd into a God, that which they had 
eſteem'd almoſt as bad as the Devil. Gop's Curſe 
be on the Devil, and all his Adorers : But on the 
holy Prophet, and his Followers, may Bleſſings 


ſhower down, and reſt till the Knot of the Sphere is 


diſſolv' d. 


Paris, 1475 of the 10th Moon, 
of the Mar 1656. 


LETTER VI 
76 Murat, Baſſa. 


T7 Now for certain, that Don Juan de Braganxa, 


N late King of Portugal, is dead, He left this 
World on the 6th of the laſt Moon, after he had 
been tormented ten Days with the Stone: His 
Queen has the ſupreme Power 1n her Hands during 
her Son's Minority, whoſe Name is Don Alphonſo. 
This Young Prince was crown'd within a few Days 
after his Father's Diſeaſe, to prevent the Plots of 
the Spaniards, who ſupport a powerful Faction in 
that Kingdom of Portugal, and are not without 


Hopes to reduce it again to the King of Spain's 
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Obedience, The World is always buſy, either in re- 
covering old loſt Intereſt, or ſeeking of new. 

The Mar/hal de la Ferte, who was taken Priſo- 
ner by the Prince of Conde in the Bartel of Valen- 
ciennes, and having a Price ſet for his Ranſom, had 
Liberty to go whether he would on his Parole, either 
to bring the ſaid Sum, or ſurrender his Perſon by a 


certain Day; finding himſelf ſlighted at the French 


Court, is reſolv'd to perform his Promiſe at the prefix d 
Time, and go over to the Prince of Conde's Intereſt, 
who will not fail to beſtow a very honourable Com- 
mand on a General of ſuch Merits. Fn 

In the mean Time, the Count of Harcourt plays 
Tricks with his Maſter, and holds private Corrc- 
ſpondence with the German Emperor. Be is a ſer- 
viceable or a dangerous Man, according as he is 
pleaſed or diſguſted, and therefore they court him 
on both Sides. He is now at Briſac in Alſace. I can- 
not admire a Man that is thus induſtriouſly trou- 
bleſome to his Prince, without any Thing of Me- 
rit or Bravery to boaſt of, ſave his former Services 
in Catalonia, which have been ſufficiently repaid 
with Royal Condeſcepſions and Favours, And thoſe 
who make a Parallel betwcen his Caſe, and that of the 


Marefhal de la Ferte Seneterre, conſider not that the 


laſt fell into his Enemies Hands only by the Chance 
of War: Whereas the other is a wilful Apoſtate, 
if he embraces the Emperor's Propoſals when no 
Neceſſity conſtrains him, and Hononr flies in his 
Face. 98 5 

From the North we are inform'd, That Count 
- Coningsmark, Generaliſſimo of the Szwedifh Forces in 


Pruſſia, as he was ſailing from Wiſmar, was taken 


_ Captive by the Po/es, and impriſon d in the Caſtle 
of Weſſel-munden near Dantzick, And the Inhavi- 
rants of that City miſsd very narrowly of taking 
the Queen of Sweden herſelf, Tis certain they 
; | have 
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have got a vaſt Booty from the Seoedes, confiſting of 
eighteen Cheſts full of Gold, with Coffers of the 
King's Jewels, and other rich Things. 
Theſe King Caſimir demands for himſelf, with 


a Million of Rix Dollars to be paid him by the 


Dantzickers; requiring alſo, that they ſhould fur- 


niſn his Army with all Sorts of Ammunition and 


Proviſions : Which, though it be a heavy Burthen, 


yet thoſe loyal Crizens think nothing too much for 


their King. c | 

The Muſcowites in the 9th Moon beſieged Riga, a 
City belonging to the Cown of Srocden, but have 
newly rais d the Siege, after they had loſt above ten 
thouſand Men before the Place. e 

This is all the News I can ſend thee, ſave that the 
French have taken Valencia, a City in Italy. 

I wiſh I may hear as proſperous Intelligence as this 
laſt! from Candia, after ſuch immenſe Charges and 


Slaughter: But V tory is in the Diſpoſal of the An- 


gel of Time. 


Paris, 24 of the 12th Moon, 
of the Near 1656. 


to 


I, E T T E R VIII. 
To Hebatolla Mir Argun, Superior /t 
Convent of Dezviſes at Cogni in Natolia. 


E is difficult to define the particular Temper of 
my Soul, when I firſt receiv'd the News of thy 
Predeceſſor's Death, that renown'd and venera- 
ble Bedredin, who, as thy Diſpatch informs me, is 
gone to Paradiſe, I was neither in Paſſion, nor 


yet inſenſible, but wholly reſign'd to the Will of 


Heaven. I conſider'd his immenſe Virtues, and the 
Courſe of Nature: His wonderful Age, and more 
| ; H 3 admi- 
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admirable Actions, a Life equally meaſur'd by Hours, 


and Prodigies of Piety : For he was not in the Num- 


ber of thoſe who let whole Days paſs away without 
the leaſt good Work, or without leaving any Im- 
preſs on the Track of Time, I expreſs myſelf ac- 
cording to the vulgar Saying, [Time paſſes away ;] 
Wheareas in my Opinion, Time ſtands ſtill, and only 
We paſs away, with all Things ſubject to Motion 


and Change. *Tis like the Miſtake of thoſe, who, 


failing on the Water, think the Trees and Mountains 
move, whilſt only they themſelves are driven before 


the Wind: Or, like the Philoſophy of thoſe, wha, 


truſting to their grofſer Senſe, maintain, the Sun 
whirls daily ud aur World, tho? according to Rea» 
fon and better Philoſophy, that Globe of Light 


ſtands ſtill, whilſt ours turns rounds its Ax/e-Tree, 
and ſo deceives our Eyes. Thus whilſt we Mortals 


lide o'er the uncertain Waves of human Life, and paſs 
by the viſidle and fix'd Land-Marks of Time, Day 
and Night, we imagine thoſe Land-Marks move and 


Not we ourſelves; Whereas Day and Night remain for 
ever, ſtedfaſt and invariable in their ſucceſſive Inter- 


vals, and only the Elements and Bodies compounded 
of them are ſubject to Change. | 
Minutes, Hours, Days, and Years, are not pro- 


perly the Meaſures of Time, but of the Motion and 


Duration of all corruptible Beings : For Time is in- 


finite, and beyond all Dimenſions, In a Word, its no 


otherwiſe diſtinguiſh'd from Eternity, than barely by 
a Name, Rp Re Mag 2 
All that T have ſaid on this Subject is comprehend- 
ed in the Arabian Proverb, which favs, Io-Morrotu 


7s never. Doubt leſs there's no Paradox or Hereſy in 


ſaying, *Tis always to Day: or that this Hour, this 


Minute is eternal. And from this Truth ſprung the 
Contemplation of thoſe wha, place Eternity in à Point 


or Inſtant. 
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But to return to Bearedin, ghat Faithful of the 
Faithful, may his Soul repoſe in the Mercies of Gov, 
and his Memory be bleſs'd. May Gabriel, the Friend 
of the Prophet, pray for him; then Michael, Hra— 
phiet, and the Meſſenger of Death, with all the An- 
gels who made Oraiſons for the divine Favourite, 
after his Tranſlation from this earthly State, And 
when thou, and the religious Fraternity under thy 
Care, have perform'd the accuſtom'd Prayers and 
Expiations for the illuſtrious Prelate deceas'd, there 
is no Queſtion but that he ſhall be in a Condition to 
intercede for you and for the whole Maſſulman En- 
pire: For he was a perfect Saint, and the Beloved of 
CoD. | 

O ſage and reverend Succeſſor of that ho/y Man, 
ſuffer me to tell thee, Thy Name Hebatolla [7he 
Gift of Gop] fills me with glorious Preſages of thy 
Life and Adminiſtration in that renowned College, 
where the incomparable Bedredin ſhin'd fo many 
Years. Now he 15 gone to Gon, and fo the Gar- 
dens of eternal Retirement, having left his Seat on 
Earth to thee, repleniſn'd with the ſacred Odour of 
V irtue. | | 


He was a religious Imitator of the Prophets, and of 


all holy Men in general; a deyout Adnurer of the 
Meſſias, and a faithful Diſciple of the Sent of Gon. 
Now he is gone to ſet down with them in the 
Chioſes of Eden, on the Banks of immortal Streams, 
and Rivers of Wine, Milk and Honey, which 
glide along the Allies of Paradiſe. This is the 


Recompence of heroick Virtue, the Crown of good 


Works, the Bliſs prepar'd for chaſte and purify'd 
Souls, who in their Tranſmigration from this Earth 
carry no Stains of Vice along wich them: For nothin 


impure can, find Admittance into that World of glitter. 


ing Eſſence. | | 
O Hebatol/a, what 1s there on this obſcure Globe 


that deſerves to be compar'd with. thoſe ſerener 
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Joys above, thoſe unſullied Pleaſures, that untarniſh'd 


Bliſs? And yet ſometimes we taſte ſtrange Felicities 
| here on Earth, But 'tis only when the Gates and 


Caſements of Paradiſe are open, when a Celeſtial 
Wind tranſports hither the Leaves of the Trees of 


Eden, and perfumes the Air and Skies with the tranſ- 


cendent Odonr of that happy Region, wafting alſo im- 
perfect Sounds, Muſick in ſoft Fragments, and Echo's 
from the Quires of the Bled. Then tis the Hearts 
of Mortals feel a ſecret and inexpreſſible Joy ſpringing 
up from the Root; this lower World (if J may ſo 


expreſs myſelf : ) is all entrenched with Pleafure. This 


happens not every Day, but only at the Scaſons of 
divine Indulgence, on the Feft:vals of ſome 3 

ee, When 
Gop exhilerates the Uniyerſe with uncommon Favours, 
and an infinite Largeſs. | | 


As for the Reſt of our Enjoyments, they are Miti- 
gations indeed of the Pains and inſeparable Miſeries 
of this mortal Life; they prevail on us to wait the 


appointed Hour of Fate, and not hurry ourſelves 


out of the World before our Time: But they deſerve 


not to be placed in the Rank of true Felicities. 
However, our Patience under this Fatigue of 
Life, our Indifference to Pleaſure and Pam, Pover- 


ty or Riches, Sickneſs or Health, Honour or Dif- 


grace, with all the other Objects of human Paſſion, 
will prove a ſingular Argument of Merit, a prevail 
ing Recommendation to the Life to come, and an 
effectual Paſsport for Paradiſe. For he that is thus 
inſenſibly, yet willingly weaned from the fulſome 
Joys of Earth by the very Courſe of Nature and 
Decree of Deſtiny, muſt unavoidably aſcend to a 
purer Region, to a Place capable of ſatisfying his 
aſpiring Soul: For Nature created no Appetite to 


: baulk Its 


T kns 


Vol. V. oa Sey af PARIS. 153 
This is the Life ſo recommended by Feſus the Son 
of Mary, whoſe Character thou haſt in the Library of 


thy Convent. Here I ſend thee in a Box, that Which 


by all the Nazarenes is eſteem' d his true Ethgics 1 
remember I once ſaw another of the ſame Lineaments 
in the Treaſury of the Grand Seignior, Thee 
Pieces are, very rare, becauſe not copy'd by the 
Hands of common Painters, but by the moſt celebri- 
ted Maſters in Europe. And the original Draught 
they ſay, was made by the Meas himſclt on 2 
Handkerchief, Which he clapt to tus Face, and fo | td 
his lively Portraiture. 

1 cannot aſcertain the Truth of this Tracition : 
But in regard this 1s one of thoſe Copies which 15 
cloſetted by the greateſt Monarchs in Cr fc. e 
I ſend_ it to thee as a worthy Ornament of thy C 
without either the Peril or Scandal of Idolatry. 

The pious Bedredin was covetous of any Mcomn 
of the Meffas, whether written in Hierog/ eee, 

or in the more uſual Characters of Speech He would 
have made no more Exception at 2 Picture, that 
at a Poem in Praiſe of that holy Propbet: anc * 
queſtion not but thou cqualleſt him in the lame . 
difference. 


I could not fo eaſily procure the true Picture 6 


John, ſurnam'd the Haſber; but here I will vive 
thee a ſhort Hiſtory of his Life, This was : & p 
mous Prophet, who liv'd in the Days of the A 

fas, and was of the Race of the Priefis His 1 
bitation was altogether in the Deſart, for ke was a: 

Eremite, and liv'd in a Cave on one of the Mow 

tains of FJudæs: Some of the Fes took hid 15: 
Elias, others for the Meas, and a third Sort 14d 
he was Mahomet, whole coming was foretold in tho 
Book of their Law, and in the Writings of their 
Os 
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But John deny'd that he was any of theſe, call- 
ing himſelf in Modeſty, 4 Voice or Echo, His 


Lite was very abſtemious; for he fed only on the 


Tops of Plants and wild Honey, drinking nothing 
but Water of the Fountain which ran by the Side of 
lis Cave; and his Body was only cover'd with a 
Veſt of Camel's Hair, uſing a leathern Thong for a 
Gude. ; OI. 

To that ſolitary Reſidence of his there was great 
Reſort of People from Zera/alerm, and the Cities 
round about; for the Fame of his Sanctity had ſpread 
through all Pa/z/tine and Syria. | 
He waſh'd all his Diſciples with his own Hands in 
the Waters of Fordan, from whence he was called the 
Baptiſt or Waſher. He daily preach'd Repentance 
and good Works to the incredulous eros; and open- 
ly declar'd, that Fe/us the Son of Mary, was the 
Meſſias, That holy Praphet it ſeems was one of 
John's Diſciples, and had been waſh'd by him in the 


River Fordan, « . 
In fine, after many Years of heroick Virtue | 
and Piety, John had his Head cut off by the Or- 
der of Herod the Governour of Judæa, becauſe he 
| had reprov'd the Tyrant for marrying his Brother's 


Wie, 

Behold theſe Memoirs are the beſt Preſents the 
poor exil'd Mabmut, can ſend thee, when fie con- 
gratulates thy Acceſſion to that holy Chair: Yet 


| ſuch as theſe were more welcome to thy Predc- 


ceſſor than Gifts of Silver, Gold, or precious 
Stones; for he was a diligent Collector of choice 


. Antiquities, and ſelect Fragments of Hiſtory : He 


was alſo a libera] Patron, and Encourager of Philo- 
{ophy and all Sorts of 3 Follow thou his 


Example, and the true Faithful will be eternally 


oblig' d to thee. Thou haſt a fair Opportvpity, 
there being, as I'm inform'd, the beſt Löbrary in 
thy Convent of any throughout the Mu Ein. 


Nike 


Vol. V. a 8p at PARTS. 155 
fire: And the Derviſes under thy Government are 
Men addicted to the Study of the Sciences. Tis 
ity ſuch Inclinations ſhould want Encouragement, 
whilſt the Zzfidels are every where buſy in founding 


new Academies, and augmenting the Old. There 15 


one lately erected in the Dukedom of Cleve by the 
Eleftor of Brandenburgh, where the Oriental Lan- 


© evage, and Sciences are profeſſed, If the Næzarencr 


are thus curious to pry into our Learning, why ſhould 
we be remiſs in attaining the Knowledge of their Lan. 


guages and Hiſtories, ſince thereby we ſhall be in a 


Condition to know their greateſt Secrets? 

Sage Hebatolla, let not the Inſdels have any lon- 
ger Occaſion to term us Barbarous and Tgenorant : 
But remember, that in promoting Literature, thou 


wilt perform a meritorious Service to the Gras 


„ - | 


Paris, 172h of the 1/8 Moon, 
of the Year 1657. 


, 
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LETTER. N. 


To Selim Al Moſel Venerable Imanm of 


the Moſch of Sancta Sophia. 


Rraiſe be to Gop, ſole Lord of the Zenith and 


| the Nadir, Profeſſor of infinite Regions, who. 
| hides the fiſt Meridian in the Palm of his Hand! The 
Names of Peru and Mexico are not now foreign in 


the Ottoman Empire, eſpecially to Travellers and 
Men of Scence, | 


When our Fathers firſt heard of America, they 


ö had no other Way to expreſs ſo unknown a Part 
of the World, thau by calling it the Land of the 
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Golden Mines, becauſe of the Abundance of that 
Metal which was brought from thence by the 
Spaniards, ſince their Congueſts in thoſe Parts. Bur 
how we are no Strangers to the Geography of thar 
remote Continent, Commerce and Traffick have 
render'd all the known Nations of the Earth fami- 
har one with another. And I remember, when 1 
was at Canſtantinople, the Names of Peru, Mexico, 
Florida, &c. were as common in the Copha Hans, 
as the Names of Inde/ftan, Turquiſtan, Gurgiſtan, or 
any other Province of Aſia. So that a Man would 
have been laughed at, who in ſpeaking of America, 
ſhould have uſed any Cicumlocutions, as to call it the 
- Empire of the Golden Mines, the World beyond the 
Great Sea, or the like. | 

Yet we muſt confeſs, our Knowledge in this Kind 
is owing to the Franks,” who: ſail into thoſe far di- 
ſtant Regions, and at their Return communicate their 
Intelligence and Obſervations to us; for elfe we had 
been yet altogether Strangers to the Hiſtory of that 
New World. | 


It was. firſt diſcover'd by Chriſtopher Columbus, a 


Genueſe, in the Year 1492, of the CHriſtians Hegira, 
This Man had a happy Genius in contemplating the 
Motion of the Sun, and the Frame of the Univer/e. 


He was no Stranger to the Extent of our Continent, 


and the Situation of all its Parts: He had been 
often at Sea, and ſeen divers Regions: and particu- 
larly when he was in Portugal, the moſt We/er!y 
Part of Zurope, he took great Delight to walk on 
the Shore in the Evenings, and obſerve the Setting 
of the Sun This Cuſtom of his produced various 
- Thoughts in his Breaſt. But what was of moſt Im: 


port, his Reaſon ſuggeſted to him, that it could not 


conſiſt with the Order of Nature that the Sun, after 
he left our Vorl, ſerv'd only to give light to the 
Fiſnes, or gild the Waves of the Western Ocean: 


Therefore on good Grounds be concluded, there 
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muſt be ſome uninn Land, beyond thoſe mighty 
Tracts of Sea, which waſh'd the Weſtern Shores of 
Europe and Africh. „ pn 

This Thought made him uneaſy, and put him up- 
on a Reſolution of attempting a Diſcovery. He made 
Propoſals to the Republic of Genoa, but was reject- 
ed. Then he addreſſed himſelf to Henry VII. at the 
Eagliſo Court; where not finding Encouragement, 
he went to the King of Spain, who approving his De- 
fon, furniſh'd him with two Ships. He fail'd on the 
Ocean for the Space of two Moons without ſeeing 
any Land, which made his Mariners mutiny, their 
Proviſions falling ſhort. They threatned to throw 
him overboard, if he would not return. But he 
with mild Words and ſtrong Reaſons appeas'd their 
Fury; promiſing to ſail back again, if they ſaw not 
Land within three Days. On the third Day, the 


Boy on the Main Top-Maſt ſaw a Fire, and within 


a few Hours afterwards they came within View of 
Land. e | 

When he had made his Obſervations, and done 
what was requlite in his Circumſtances, he return'd 


to give the King of Spain an Account of his Ex- 
edit ion. | 1 


After his Death, Americus Veſputius was ſent to 


conquer the arninown Regions; from whom, that 


whole Continent is called America; but methinks, 


not without ſome Ingratitude to the firft Diſcoverer, 
It would be endlets to recount all the particular Ad- 


ventures of the Spariards in theſe Parts, with their 


Cruelties and Maſſacres: Suttice it to fay, to the eter- 


nal Infamy of that Nation, that according to their 


own Writers, they butcher'd in cold Blood above 
twenty Millions of the Natives, in the Space of 
twenty Years: And all this for the Lucre of thus 


Gold; though under the Pretence of propagating the 
Chriſtian Religion. N 
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I will not liſt myſelf in the Number of thoſe Wbo 


pretend to be Gop's Privy Coumſellors, neither will J 


preſume to deſcant on Things out of my Reach: But 


the Spaniards have lately felt a terrible Blow in Peru; 
which, if it be not a Mark of the Wrath of Heaven, 
is at leaſt a Sign that the Earth is weary of them, eſ- 
pecially in thoſe Parts, where they have ſtain'd it with 
ſo much innocent Blood. 80 

The City Lima, not many Moons ago, was all 


ſwallowed up by an Earthguake ; and Calao another 
City not far from it, was conſum d by a Shower of 


Fire out of the Clouds. Eleven thouſand Spaniard; 


loft their Lives in this Calamity ; and the Earth de- 
voured a Hundred Millions of refin'd Silver, which 


the Lucre of the Spaniards had forced out of its 
Bozwels, All the Mountains of Potoſ, from whence 
they dug their choiceſt Metal, were level'd with the 
Plain, and no more Hopes of Gold were left to their 
inſatiable Avarice. 5 


I leave the Judgments cf theſe Events to thee, 
who art of the holy Line, full of reſplendent 
Thoughts, prophetick Iſcharif, conſecrated Emir, 


Glory of the Houſe of Mahomet. Yer give me leave 


to tell thee, that this Ca/amity of the Spaniards in 


part reſembles the Fate of Sodom and Gomorrah, and 
the Reſt of the nine Cities of the Lake, The Infidels 


ſay there were but Five. Let them alone in their 
Errors; ttis certain the Mauſulmans have the only 


true Hiſtory of former Times. Doubtleſs, Gop is 
ſevere in Chaſtiſements, when he is incens'd againſt a 
Nation. Witneſs the People of Aod and Themed, 
with the Men of the Valley of Smoke, and the Ciry 
Whoſe Inhabitants were in one Hour all turn'd into 


Statues of Stone, and are to be ſeen at this Day, 


as a ſtanding Monument of Heaven's Diſpleaſure. 
Yet no Nation is ruin'd till it ruin itſelf, as Gop 
ſpeaks in the Altoran. ——_ 


O Emir, 
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0 Emir, in whoſe Veins run the moſt purify'd 
Blood in the World, pray for Mahmut, that he 


may never turn Apoſtate from GoD and his Prophet, 


nor do any thing which may hurry him to an untimely 
Fate. 0 


Paris, 177% of the 1/8 Moon, 
of the Tear 1657. 


- 


LETTER AX 
To Muſtapha, Baſla. 

HIS following Summer, if all Reports be rue, 

is like to afford ſome Campaigns of Blood, The 


general Niſcourſe here is, that the Grand Seigntor will 
ſpeedily have an Army of Three hundred thouſand 


Men in the Field : Part to act in Da/matia and Candy 


againſt the Venetians; the reſt to be employed againſt 
the Perſtans, the more inveterate Enemies of the Otto- 
nan Empire. N a . 
That ſaucy Embaſſador mae! Bir Couli Can de- 
ſerv'd the Puniſnment was inflicted on him for his im- 
pertinent Huff, and drawing his Sabre in the Preſence 
of the greateſt Monarch of the World. And let it 
be an eternal Precedent to the Envoys of foreign Prin- 
ces, that they may learn a Leſſon of Modeſty, when 
they addreſs to the Lord of their Lords, and not, by 
Preſumption, incenſe the King of the Earth, 
But tis apparent, this Embeſſador took Advan- 
tage of our Troubles: He ſwell'd with a vain 
and , falſe Idea of the Per/an Puiſſance: Beſides, 
they ſay, his. Maſter has enter'd into a ſolemn 
League with the Czar of Muſcovy againſt the ſnin- 
ing Empire, And 'tis certainly known here, that 
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Two Embaſſadors are arrived at Venice from that Po- 


Honour, affronted the Grandes, and play'd upon 


tent Emperor of the North; and others are expected 


from Perſia to negotiate a Triportite League between 


thoſe Crown: and that Repablick againft the Victorian, 


Oſmans. Hence I ſuppoſe it was, that the rude Hey. 


tick took the Boldeſs to commit an Action, which al 


the Ea? puniſhes with Death. Neither is it any thing 


to the Purpoſe, what the Chriſtians of theſe Pa. ts 


ſay, That the Perſons of Embaſſadors are ſacred : For 
much more ſo are the Per/ons of Sovereigns, And 15 
long as an Envoy obeys the Law of Natcins, in only 


delivering his Meflage with Reſpect and Civility, that 
Law: will protect him from all Injuries, But if he 
muſt needs leap over his own Fence, and inficad 
of appearing like an Embaſſador, he will act the 
Part of an Aſaſſin,, a Furioſo, a Contemner of Majc- 
ſty, he can expect no better Treatment, than what 
is due to his audacious Inſolence: He throws off 


with Scorn the Protection that his Charecter 


claims, and in a mad Bravado courts the Revenge of 


the State. 1 | 
This mae! has all along been counted a bold 


Fool in the Court of Perſia. He has committed a 
thouſand wild Pranks at Iſpaban, more becoming d 
Fefler, than a wiſe Miniſter of State. Yer 1us 
Maſter {till winked at his Extravagances for his Ta- 
ther's Sake, who did many notable Services to that 


Crown; among which, his recovering Candabar 


from the Mogul was none of the leaſt; it being the 
only Town which commands the Frontiers of Perj;s 
and the Indies. 5 EE 

For this and other Merits, S Ssph1i prefer d 


both him and his Son to the moſt conſiderable 
' Governments and Offices in the Empire; wherein the 
old Man acquitted him elf fairly to the Jaſt, Bot 


this young Buffoon grew unweldy with too much 


che 
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the King himſelf, for which he had once like to have 


been caſt to the Dogs, But at the Iuterceſſion of ſome 
of his few Friends that. Puniſhment was remitted and 


chang'd into Exile; whilſt his Enemics made uſe of 


his Abſence to ruin him. | 

They were ſome of the greateſt Lords of the 
Court, who bore him a Grudge, and they had hour- 
ly the King's Ear; which Advantage they made 
uſe of to infinuate ſuch an ill CHaracter of Iſhmael, 
that he knew no better Way to be handſomely rid of 
| him, than by ſending of him on this deſperate Embaſſy 
do the Myſterious Porte : Chuſing rather that he ſhould 
fall by the Grand Seipnior's Command, than by his 
own, who had reap'd ſo much Benefit from the Ser- 
vices of his Father. „ 

By this thou may ſt diſcern, that the Kixg of Perſia 


is earneſtly reſolved upon Var, without regarding how | 


his Herald that proclaim'd it 1s received: For that 
Ambaſſador deſerves no other Title, who comes not 


with the accuſtom d Preſents and Supplication; but 


with an Addreſs of a harſher Style, denouncing Enmi- 

ty at his very firſt Approach to the Feet of the Invin- 

cible Sultan Mahomet. ” „ 
After all, it rejoices me to hear, that thou, and the 


other Baſ/a's of the Empire, are ſo ready to aſſiſt our 


great Maſter. For I am aſſur'd that from your Per- 
ſonal and Voluntary Contributions, he has receiv'd a 
Supply of thirty Millions of Aſpers, beſides the con- 
ant Revenues, Caſtoms, Tributes and Suchidies 
of the Empire. This is noiſed all over Chriftendom ; 


yet the Yenetians ſeem not much to dread the Con- 


ſequences of theſe vaſt Preparations; judging th& they 
will be employed elſcwhere, than againſt any A- 
Vince of their Dominions, except in Dalmatia, where 


theſe Infidels truſt to the Strength of their Forts, and 


the inacceſſidle Height of Rocks, 
| Bu: 
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But He that laid the Foundations of the Earth, 
and cauſes it to tremble when he pleaſes, the ſame 
Gop form'd the loſty Mountains, and can levy them 
with Plains to ſerve the Followers of his Prophet : 
Even as the Stones came voluntary to ſalute the 
divine Meſſenger himſelf; the Trees rowz'd thun- 
ſelves as out of a deep Sleep, and the Earth yield- 
ing on all Sides to the forcible Motion of the iu. 


| ſpired Roots, they walked out of their Places, and 
compos'd an Umbrella over the Head of Mabomet, 


when he was ready to faint with the violent Heat of 


the Sun. Fe 

Thus ſhall the Elenents conſpire to aid the Tru? 
Believers: And when they fight for the Alcoran 

againſt /»fidels, Gop ſhall endue the 7nanimate Being: 
with Faith and Devotion. 


Paris, 7th of the 24 Moon, 
| of the Year, 1657. 
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FOR 


* 


„ 
75 Mehemet, au exiPd Eunuch, 7 
E. gy pt. 
Po thyſelf with a Conſtancy of Spirit be- 


coming a Mu//a/man, when thou ſhalt underſtand, 
that the belt Friend thou hadſt in the World is gone to 
Paradiſe, May Gop grant him the Repoſe of a True 
Betrever, an Apartment of ſingular Delight. For 'tis 
the brave Solyman ] ſpeak of, who not only deſerves 
thy moſt gratcful Vows for ſaving thy Life, but has 
done a thouſand meritorious Actions beſides, which now 
crown him with Chaplets af Immortality. | 


I wiſh 
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I wiſh I could have been the Relater of better News 
to my baniſh'd Friend. Burt perhaps thou haſt heard 
of his Death already, by tome Veſſels of Conſtanti no- 
ple, and ſo 'twill be needleſs to fay any thing as to 
his untimely Fate, or the Tragedies of the Seraglio 
| and Imperial City. 185 | 
It ſeems very ſtrange to me, and a Thing unac- 
| countable, that there can be no Means found out to 
| prevent theſe dangerous Inſurrections of the Soldiers, 
and that the moſt formidable Empire on Earth 
| ſhould be thus frequently ſhock'd by her own Sub- 
| jets 1 Mebemet, the Things of this preſent World 
| are a perfect Riddle, and our Life itſelf is but the 
| Shadow of a Dream, Thou haſt experienc'd the 
Inconſtancy of Fortune, and that there is nothing 
on Earth deſerves a wiſe Man's Confidence: There- 
fore if I may adviſe thee, it ſhall be, to wean thy 
| ſelf from the trivial Affairs of Mortals. Let not 
the natural Fondneſs which thou may'ſt poſſibly 
have for thy former Courtiy Life in the Seraglio, 
return to diſquiet thy Soul. A Man may be happy any 
where, that knows how to be contented, Nature is 
ſeryd with a Little, and we ought to eſteem our 
irregular Appetites as Foreigners. If our Fortune 
be not extended to the larger Meaſure of our Wiſhes, 
tis eaſy to contract and adequate our Minds to our 
| Fortune, | FT 

* Theu may'ſt carve to thyſelf various Sorts of 
| Felicities in Egypt, and render Caire as pleaſant to 
thee, now as Conſtantinople was formerly. Virtue 
makes all Places delightful, If thou art for an 
active Life, there's Buſineſs enough in that populous 
(ny; and Opportunities are never wanting to a 
Man that is ready to lay hold on them. Belides, tis 
the popular Character of Egypt, that whoſoever 
dwäells in it finds an Employment ſuitable to his 
Inclination. But if thou art Melancholy and Con- 
templative, in my Opinion thou couldſt not have 
. 15 Ch | choſen 
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164 LeTTE RS V it by. Vol. V. 
choſen a Country more agreeable to ſuch a Tem. 


per. ESE SP | 
Were I in thy Station, I ſhould make frequent Vi- 


fits to the e and never be weary of ſearching 
out the 


ntiquity of thoſe Admirable Structure,, 
There is hardly any Thing made by human Art, which 
has pur me upon more important Studies and Diſquiſi. 
tions, than the Original of theſe Stupendous Fabricks, 
They far ſurpaſs in Grandeur and Magnificence the 
moſt renown'd Buildings of the Greek and Roman 
Empires, even in the Zenith of their moſt flouriſhing 


State. And I would fain learn, When they wer: 


firſt erected. by bom, and for What Ends? For 
I cannot believe what Fofephus the Fewiſp Hiſtorian 
reports of them, That they were built in the Time of 
Moſes their Law-giver, and that all thoſe of the He. 


_ brew Nation, amounting to fome Hundreds of Thou- 


ſands, were employ'd as Slaves in the Work, by the 
King then Reigning in Egypt. * 

I have perus'd Herodotus the Grecian Dioderi: 
the Sicilia, with Strabe, Pliny, and other Writer, 


, 


who have all taken great Pains to ſearch into the 
Antiquity of the Pyramids: Yet after all their Tra- 


vels in Egypt, and their converſe: with the Prie/ts 


of that Country, they ſeem to have receiv'd but 
ſmall light in this Affair; leaving Things in Un- 
certainty, and not agreeing in their Accounts. 


One will have them to be only deſign'd for Sepu/ciers 
of the Kings; another ſays, they were built by 
'Foſeph the Hebrew, the Fizir of Egypt, and that 
they were the Granaries where he laid up fevca 
Years Proviſion of Corn, againſt the Famine which 
in his Days afflicted the Earth. Thus they dificr 
in their Sentiments. And our Contryman 4 
Abad” Alhokm declares, That when he was in Egypt, 
he could not draw from any of the Prieſts tlie 
leaſt Certainty as to the Age of theſe Pyramids, er 

| | | | their 


/ 
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their Founders, Which makes him conclude, That 
fince there was no Memory or Footſteps of their Ori- 
ginal left among Men, it is probable they were built 
before the Flo. „ | 
This agrees exactly with what others of our 
Arabian Writers have dcliverd concerning King 
Saudriu, who reign'd in Egypt three hundred Years 
before the Deluge. They relate ſtrange Things of 
this Prince; and among the reſt, That he dreamt, 
The fixed. 5: a75 came down from Heaven to the Earth 
overturning all Thisgs with the Violence of their pre- 
cipitate Fad, Being much troublcu at this V., 
he ſent; for the ®rze/s and Sages ; who when they 
were aſſembled together in the King's Palace, Acli- 

uin their Cater, or Prince of the Aftrologers, told . 
the King, That a Year before, he ha ſeen a Viſion 

which made a deep Impreſſion on his Mind. For theſe 
celeſtial Orbs aspear d to defend fn low as to touch 
the Earth, ſo that th: Stars were mingled among Men, 
Then he lift up his Hands above his Head in his Dream, 
to k-ep the Heaven from quite opreſſing Mort als with 
its Weight, Whilf I wa in this Poſture, ſaid be, 
wet hought I addreſs'd myſelf to the Sun, beſeeching 
te reſplendent God to retire with all lis Glittering 
Train of Lizhts to their artient Station on High, 
Wher eupon the Sun made anſwer. When I ſhall have 
accompliſb d three hundred Circuits, the Heavens will 
return to their peer Places | 
When 4c/imon had related this Viſion, the King 
commanded the 4/?rolegers to erect a Scheme of the 
preſent Configurations Above, and tell him what 
they preſag d. They did ſo, and all agreed, That 
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a Deluge ihould Firft overflow the whole Earth, 9 1 

and that Aftercuarde it ſhould be totally deſtroy'd by wu 
Are. | 5 F. 
WH Vpon the hearing of this, they ſay King Saudrid, | 


| commanded the Pyramids 15 be built, carrying all 
WH {is Riches into them with the T. %s of the Mype, 
: riots 
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rious Sciences, and Laws, and whatſoever was the 
eſteem d Precious and Worthy to be preſerv'd from cu 
the General Deſtruction. And the Annals of Egypt ag1 
ſay, that he commanded theſe Words to be Engraved mo 
on them. | pat 
| by 8 Fl: 
I Saudrid laid the Foundation of the Py. i ” 

| of 


ramids, aud finifh'd them in ſix Tears: Bu 
Zet I challenge any future King to . wn 
moliſh them in Sis hundred Jears; tho m 


is be much egſier to ruin than to build, W © 

I cover 'd em with Silks; let any Man ö 

after me cover them with Mats, if he Hi 

an. | | the 

3 | 8 hav 

|  Tn'thus aſſerting Saudrid to be the Founder of tle net! 
| Pyramide, it ought to be underſtood only of fone Suce 
| of the Greateſt ; and that other ſucceeding Prince ey | 
_ (perhaps after the Food,) ſpur'd on with Emulation old 
| and Deſire of Glory, built the Reſt ; which is the they 
1 only Way to reconcile our Arabian Writers to He bing 
* f at 


rodotus, Diodorus,, and other Hi/lorians of the , 

who aſſign Cheops or Chemnis, with Chephren, Cho. of... 

*bryzs, and Mycerinus the Son of Chemnis, as Funde: 
of ſome particular Pyramids Whulſt Szrabo rr I. 
Pliny aſcribe the Building of one to Ryodope, 1 Wi 


| famous Strumpet, or at leaſt to ſome of her Pa. hun 

ramours. e | EE | hic 

Doubtleſs, there is great Obſcurity and Con- 1s 0 

ſuſion in the Records of the Ancients about the the 

| cxact Time when theſe illuſtrious Monuments wet ſome 

[i built, which yet 1s an impregnable Argument of Exiſt 
ji | _ their Antiquity ; ſince, when one Author alters 6: 

hrou 


this or that King to have built a Pyramid, another 


demonſtrates the contrary, by proving, that Tt WW © 2 
of WW feren; 


the 


| Pyramid was in being long before the Days 


7 
17 
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the ſuppos d Founder, Neither can I find any Con- 

currence of Authorities, ſo rational and exactly 

agreeing, as that of the Arabians, who all unani- 

moully deliver, as a certain Truth, that theſe un- 

aralld Structures were built long before the 

Flood. All which is confirm'd by the Egyptian Annals 

themſelves, penn'd by thoſe of the Coprite Race, who 

deſcended from Coptim, Son of Maſar, the Son of 
Banſer, the Son of Cham, the Son of Noah; with 
whom and his Family, Phileman the good Prieſt 

made an Alliance by Marriage, and in their 

Cuſtody were the Records and Traditions of the old 

World, 

But if it be granted, dear Eunuch, that thoſe 
Hiſtories are true which relate the Tranſactions of 
the Kings of Egypt before the Flood; what Reaſon 
have we to call in Queſtion the Fragments of Mau- 

WH 7ethos, a Prieſt of Egypt; or the Genealogy and 
FVucceſſion of Egyptian Monarchs deliver d by Herodo- 
tus; or the Chronological Regiſters of Egypt un- 
| folded by Diodorus, which carry up the Reign of 
their King, to above a thouſand Years beyond any 
other the moſt early Epochæ of the Creation, except 
that of the Afrians, or the intermiddle Aſcent 
of paſt Ages in the Records of the Chineſe and 
Indians ? %%%%%%%öͤͤ ĩ ù) 
I know not what to call it, whether the C. 
araice of the IntelleF, which dare not venture to 
launch into ſo vaſt a Speculation ; or its S/ozh, 
which will not take the Pains to unfold and ſtretch 
is drowzy Faculties on the moſt natural Idea in 
the World, Tis true indeed, we cannot without 
ſome Fatigue contemplate ſtedfaftly the Eternal 
Exiſtence -and Duration of Things. Tis an immor- 
til Thought, that can tranſport the S9u7 back 
through ſuch an Infinity of Ages. Yet the Pleaſure 
is agreeable to the Undertaking ; becauſe Truth, 
ſerene as the Mornings in Egypt, enlightens the 
- Froſpect 
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Proſpect, and tempts the Mind, if *twere poſſible, 
to look even beyond Eternity itſelt: Whereas, he 
that only confines his View to the narrow Horizon 
of particular Hiſtories, is hke a Man in a Wilderness, 
or a lcw and ſhady Vale, where his Eye is curb'd 
with the Interpoſition of Thickets, uneven Ground, 
and envious Encloſures. For ſuch are the dark Con- 
troverſies, inextricable Dithculties, and affected Um- 
brages of moſt Vriters, who never durſt peep oer 
the Mountains of receiv'd Opinion; or if they did, 
they fearfully or maliciouſly hid their Diſcoyerics, 
from the reſt of Mortals, I tell thee, as Gop is Etcr- 
nal, there cannot be aflign'd an Iaſtance of Tire, 
wherein the World did not exiſt, For the fir/? Matter 
flows as naturally from his ESence, as Light from the 
Sum. 8 | 
It thou adoreſt any other Gop but this, than 
wilt be found in the Number of Idolaters and Inf 
gels who pay divine Honours to certain Mighty 
Angels, Architects, as they believe, of the Un:- 
verje. .. | 25 | 
They bchold Houſes, Caſtles, and great Cities 


built by Mortals, and at a certain Period ruin'd by 


Fire, Water, Earthquakes, or other Accidents; or 
deſtroy'd by the Effects of War: From hence they 
form a Notion of the World's Original and Cats- 
Aropre: They conſider the Animals, Plants, and 
Minerals; that every Individual periſhes in Time, 
and that even in the Heavens there are ſtrong Syn- 


tens of Corruption and Alteration. Hence they col- 


Jett Arguments to prove the Weakneſs and De- 
cay of wniverſal Nature, which they vainly com- 
pare to the Lite of a Man, a Beaſt, or a Tree. Aud 
as they have their appointed Seaſoys of Birth, 


Growth, Maturity, Decay, and Death; fo it is W I 


the Univerſe. 
Bur all this is Sophiſ?ry ; or to ſpeak more favour- 
ably, we ought to change it to the n of 
: | or. 


PP a 
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ſhort Meditation. For though the Indipiduals of all 
Kinds are chavg'd, ceaſe. and diſappear at their ap- 
pointed Periods; yet the Species or Kinds them- 
ſelves remain for ever before our Eyes, As faſt as 
one Man dies another is born; and ſo it is with 
the Brutes : And the Seaſons of the Year in their 
proper Courſe renew all the Fegetables. We find 
the Elements, the Sun, Moon, Stars, and Earth re- 
main unchangeable, And why then ſhould we 
think they were not always fo, and will not con- 


tinue ſo for ever? Or if this be too bold a Stretch, 


let us conceive them, at leaſt, much more ancient 
and durable, than they are generally thought to be, 
And if theſe greater. Beings ſhall undergo a Change 
in their outzvard Forms, we may yet believe their 
SubRances will remain for ever. | 
But whether corporeal Beings are thus laſting or 


no, we have ſomcthing in us that can never periſh, 
Our Souls are 1mmarta/, and need not the Embalm-. 


ing of Egypt to preſerve em from Corrruption. 
Therefore, dear Mehemet, ſince we are deſtin'd 
to live for ever in one State or other, Jet us not 
fear Death, which is but 2 Minute's Slumber, a ſhort 
Trance out of which we ſhall immediately awake, 
to encreaſe our Knowledge and Experience of thoſe 
My/teries and Secrets in ature, which at preſent are 
hid from us. In a Word, let us hve like Philoſo- 
phers, and then we may hope to die with the ſame 


Equanimity of Spirit as he did, who in his laſt Ago- 


nies, being ask d by his Friend, Where was all his 
Philoſophy now ? Anſwer'd, I am juft entring on a 
new Diſcovery concerning the Nature of Salt. And 
with that Word he expired. | 


Paris, 77% of the 24 Moon, 
ibe Year 1657. 
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K FF ER: KL 
100 To the moſt Venerable Mufti. 


F the publick Seditions ſhould always continue, or 
be as frequently renew'd as they have lately been at 


Conſtantinople; and if their Effects ſhall be equally fa. 
tal to the Grandes as has been this laſt horrid Muti- 


ny of the Soldiers; to congratulate any Man's Riſe 


vo an eminent Dignity, will be but to flatter him, and 


Addreſſes of this Nature muſt be eſteem'd no better 
than mock Complements, civil Inſults, and faſhiona- 
ble Sarcaſms : Since at this Rate, great Honours ought 
to be look'd on no otherwiſe, but as direct Advanccs 
and nearer Approaches to Infamy and Death; when a 
Man is exalted from an obſcure Faſtneſs and humble 
Security to the glorious Hazard of a precipitate 
Fall. 7 5 


Tis therefore when I come to kiſs the Duſt of 


thy Feet among the Croud of, true Believers, and to 


welcome. thee to the moſt ſacred and ſublime Yicarſhip 


on Earth, I d aw near with an Indifference ſuitable 
to a Maſſulman, wiſhing thee not more joy than Safety 
in that myſterious Station, but ſuch a Temperament 
of both, as is due to thy Sanctity and incorrupt 


Actions. Ina Word, I with thee a perpetual Immu- 


of 
5 


© nity from thy Predeceſſor's Temptations, and from his 


Crimes; and then thou need ſt not fear his Misfortune 
and Diſgrace. 5 . 
Let not what J have ſaid paſs for an Argument 
of Diſreſpect and Undutifulneſs to the Heir of Pro- 
phetick and Apoſtick Revelations, the great Patri 
arch of the Faithful. I reverence both thy Office 


and Perſon, yet am commanded to avoid Flattery 
and partial Addreſſes when I write to the greateſt 


Sages 
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Sages in the Empire. And had not this Injunction 
been laid on me, my own natural Temper would 
prompt me to {hun that Vice which renders a Man ſo 
much leſs than himſelf, by how much he exalts ano- 
ther above his due. 
I have often propoſed to thy Predeceſſor, the mighty 
Benefit that would redound to the whole Oztoman 
Empire, of Learning were more encourag'd, and the 
Hiſtories of foreign Nations were tranſlated into the fa- 
miliar Language of the Maſſulmans. 
It is, that thoſe who are deſtin'd to ſubdue all 
Things, and have already ſpread their glorious Con- 
queſt thro? the greateſt Part of the Earth, ſhould be 
acquainted with the Tranſactions of former Times, 
the Wars of illuſtrious and brave Heroes, the Riſe 
and Fall of ancient Kingdoms, and in general, the 
moſt noted Revolutions in the World. From ſuch Re- 
cords our Generals and Military Men may draw Exams 
ples of Fortitude and Patience, Conduct and Prudence, 
in all the Fatigues and Difficulties of War, Our 
Stateſmen may improve their Knowledge in all the 
Maxims of Policy and Wiſdom requiſite in Tune of 
peace. In fine, Men of all Conditions may learn the 
Precepts of Morality and Virtue. 
Methinks 'tis pity, that we who poſſeſs the Terrrito- 
ries of the antient Grecians, the Kingdoms of Corinth, 
and the Argives: the Common wealth of Athens and 
Lacedæ mon; the Empire of Macedon, and the State 
| of the Feros; ſhould be ignorant of the Laws by which 
| theſe divers Countries were of old govern'd, and the 
Characters, Lives, and Actions of their firſt Law-givers, 
and ſucceeding Governours. N 
But if thou ſhalt determine, that the Knowledge 
| of theſe remote Affairs is ſuperfluous and unnecefſary 
for true Believers ; let them at leaſt not be ignorant in 
| their on Hiſtory, and the Original of their Progeni- 


12 - "Tis 
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Tis true, we Arabian, have all along taken Care 
of our Genealogies, every Family and Tribe being 
diligent to preſerve the Memory of their Anceſtors, 
and all concur with an unanimous Zeal to regiſter 
the holy Lineage of Mabomet, the Mellenger of Gop: 
So that we can from his Father Abdulla run up in a 
direct paternal Line to Caydar, the ſecond Son of 
T/mae! (on whom be the Benedictions of Gop.) We 
are not ignorant how this Caydar (from whom the 
noble Corei's derive their Pedigree) firſt ſettled at 
| Meeca, in pure Devotion to the tquare Temple, which 
was built by Angels; when he might as well have 
_ choſen the more fertile Plains of Medea, Perfia, and 
Aria, as did his Brethren Doama, Naphis, and Re- 
ma. But he foreſaw by his Skill in Aſtrology, that 
the Inhabitants of thoſe Regions would be Idola- 
ters: And ſo it came to paſs; for they were in 
the Number of thoſe who ador'd the Fire. For 
the ſame Reaſon he choſe not for his Seat Armenia, 
though that Country be renown'd for the Reſting of 
Noah's Ark. on Mount Gendis, and the famous Ci- 
ty Themanine, or the Work of Eighty, being the 
_ firſt City built after the Deluge by the Eighty, who 
eſcapd in the Ar, But Caydar knew that the 
People of that Province ſhould worſhip the Sun, 
and it was verify'd in the Poſterity of his Bre- 
' thren Nabſam and Maſna. Therefore he choſe 
Mecca, though a barren Country, becauſe he knew it 
was the Seat predeſtin d to the Elect Lineage, the 
Generation of juſt Men and Prophets, from whom 
was to ſpring the Light of the World, Mabomet, 
who in Paradiſe is called 4/ Batraſim, and in Heaven, 
„ „„ 
Caydar was the only Son of 1/mae! who took 
part with his Father, and follow'd his Example, 
worſhipping One Gop, Creator of the Worlds, as he 
had learn'd by Tradition from Abrabim the Beloved 
of the Eternal: Whereas Nabeyeth, Albael, TPO 
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and the reſt of the Twelve either ador'd the Sun, 
Moon and Stars, or the Elements, except Jackour, 
who paid divine Honours to the Tree Betlemer; and 


Hadal and Maſſa, who facrificed Beaſts to the Idols 


Bobinun and Atze. 72 | 
And as our Hiftorians have been thus 3 
cxact in recording the Affairs of the Twelve Sons of 
Iſmael; fo they have ſhewed themſelves no leſs pre- 
ciſe in relating the Tranſactions of the twelve Tribes 


1.4 not inſiſt on this to teach thee ſomething 
whereof thou art ignorant; but to put thee in Mind 
of the Benefit and Advantage, beſides the vaſt De- 
light which accrues to a Nation by thus preſerving 
the Memoirs of their Anceſtors; in which my Coun- 
_ have exceeded the Fidelity and Care of all other 

cople. 5 . 

: Had it not been for the Induſtry of Arabian Wri- 
ters, the Hiſtory of the whole Saracen Empire, the 
Succeſhon of the Caliphs, with their Wars and Con- 
queſts, would have been either quite loſt this Age, 
or at leaf much deprav'd and fallify'd by the Ma- 
lice of Chriſtian and Perſian Authors, both equally 


Enemies to the Truth; by which it is evident, that 
every Nation ought to regiſter their own Trans- 


actions. 


What therefore 1 chiefly aim at is that the glo- 


rious Oſmans, who have by their Valour enter'd into 


the Poſſeſſions and Territories of many ancient Nations, 


might alſo be acquainted with the Hiſtories of thoſe 
People whoſe Lands they enjoy : But above all I 
wiſh, that after they have found a Way to ſo much 
Wealth and Honour, they would not loſe themſelves, 
and their vwn Original | 

1 ſpeak of the Turks, properly fo call'd ; the 
Deſeendants of the Srythians, who by ſome were 
eſteem d the moſt ancient Nation on Earth; a Peo- 


2 


3 pe 


which deſcended from them, even down to the preſent 
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they aimed at it. 
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ple form d by Nature for the Empire of the World; 
were neyer conquer d themſelves, yet ſpread their 
Victories over all Aa. They routed Zopyrio, a Ge- 


neral of Alexander the Great: and drove back a huf- 
fing King of Egypt with Shame and Loſs to his own 


Country: In fine, they were a People naturally Juſt, 
Temperate, Hardy, and endu'd with all the exellennt 
Qualities which the Philoſophy of the Greets and Ro. 
mans could never inſpire into their Subjects, though 

Thefe were the People, O Oracle of Believers from 
whom the preſent Turks deſcend. And 1s 1t nat a 
Shame, that they can give no ether Account of their 
Anceſtors, but what they borrow from the Chriſtians, 
who in the mean Time reproach the Maſſalmans with 
Ignorance and Barbariſin? 


Tis for this Reaſon I renew the lame Requeſt to 


|  thee,which I often made to thy Predeceſſor, that Learn. 


ing may be encourag'd : Let all the ancient Records 
and Hiſtories: of the Greets and Romans be ſought 
out and tranſlated, by Men skiful in Languages, into 
the familiar Speech of the Oztomans, Some, I know, 
are already common among the Grandees, as Heres. 
tus, Plutarch, and others; but let not any credible 
Writer be wanting. ene 

In doing this, thou wilt put a Check to the Scofis 
of Infidels, augment the Honour and Intereſt of the 
Muſſulmans, and leave an immortal Name behind thee 
on Earth ; which will make thy Joys in Paradice more 
ſweet to an Infinity of Ages. 1.7 8 


Paris, 2975 of the 34 Moon, 
Fe Tear 1657. 


— 


e 241 
* . * % 108 
* wo ff: "=p * 27 * 


5 CO K 


Vol. V. 4 Sera PARIS. 175 


LETTER XIII. 
P the Kaimacham. 


LL Europe, except the French and Swedes, hangs 
down the Head for the Death of the German 


Emperor. He went to the Immortals on the 2d Day 


of this Moon, after a long Fit of Sickneſs, and forty 

nine Years Life on Earth. 5 
Nathan Ben Saddi, Agent of the Porte at Vienna, 
informs me, that on the ſame Day, whereon the Em- 
peror died, the m;perial Palace took Fire on a ſudden, 
and with ſuch Impetuoſity, that a great Part of it 
was preſently conſum'd, and the King of Hungary 
and Bohemia, the Emperor's Son, narrowly eſcap d 
with his Life, This is eſteem'd a bad Omen to the 
Empire; and without being ſuperſlitions, I can aſſure 
thee, that Germany is in a very bad Condition at this 
Juncture. The Electors are ſo divided on the Score of 
Religion, and their ſecular Intereſts and Alliances, that 
in all Probability, they will not with Eaſe decide the 
Succeſſion. ; | | 
The Duke of Brandenburghb having united himſelf 
to the Soedes, will not conſent to the inſtalling Leo- 
pold Ignatius Foſephus, the Emperor's Son, becauſe 
that Prince ſupports the Cauſe of the Poles and 
Danes. The Pallrine of Heydelberg and Dake of Ba- 
varia, are at odds about their private Pretenſions. 
The Duke of Saxony would fain be Emperor him- 
ſelf, or have one at leaſt of the Lutheran Religion : 
And the reſt are fo incens'd againſt the Houſe of 
Auſtria, that it is thought, none but the Eccleſiaſ- 
tick Princes will vote for the King of Hungary 
and Bohemia. So that there being no King of the R- 
mans to claim the Succeſſion by the Laws of the Ems 

pre, the Throne is like to be vacant yet à While. 
MM oe 14 Car- 
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Cardinal Mazarini, who watches all Opportuni. 
ties to aggrandize his Maſter, has diſpatched away 


_ ſeveral Couriers into Germany, to negotiate privately 


with the Electors, and concert thoſe Meaſures which 
will be moſt for the Intereſt of France, And, I tel! 
thee, this Miniſter has no ſmall Influence on the Ele- 
Qor of Colen, and Prince Palatine of the Rhine; 
Beſides, thou wilt ſay, he goes the right Way to 


Work, when thou ſhalt know that he makes uſe of 


the French Gold to compaſs his Deſigns. 
No ſooner did the News of the Emperor's Death 


arrive at this Court, but it was obſerv'd the Cardi- 


nal took up a hundred thouſand Piſfoles of the pub- 
lick Banguiers in this City: And every Body gueſs'd 
how twould be diſpoſed, She 

The Portugueſe Ambaſſador at this Court has 
caus d extraordinary Fire-works to be play'd on the 
River Seine before the Palace of the King, in Honour 
of his Maſter's Coronation, the young King of Por- 
tugal. But the Spaniards are preparing more de- 
ſtructive Fire-works on the Frontiers of that King- 
dom, _— ready to enter it with an Army of fix- 
teen thouſand Men to recover the Portugueſe Crown, 
In ſending thee theſe Intelligences, ſage Miniſter, 
J am not concern'd for the Infide/s. Who dies or 
who lives, who riſes or who falls, is all one to Mah. 


mut, provided the Grand Seignior's Health, Life, and 


1 be augmented : And this I ſpeak as an 
Arabian and true Believer, _— 5 


Paris, 30th of the qth Mor, 
of the Near 1657. 
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LETTER XIV. 


To Raba Mahomet, General of the Ot- 
toman Forces, at bis Camp near Adri- 


HE facred Empire of true Believers is beſct 
T at this Time with Infidels, Rebels, and He- 
reticks. Here are many Rumours ſpread abroad con- 
cerning the Perſians, and the Intereſt they have in the 
Baſſa and Citizens of Babylon They talk alſo, that 


ſome Malecontents deſign Things which ought not to 


be nam'd, 
Gop has given me two Ears, and I hear theſe 
Diſcourſes with both, but I entertain them with 
one unchangeable Judgment, that they are only 
the Whiſpers of Fame, which has a thouſand dou- 
ble Tongues. If it be true, that the four Chiau/es 
who were diſpatch'd to Babylon from the Grand 
Seignior to confirm the Inhabitants of that City in 
their Allegiance, and aſſure them of ſpeedy Su- 
cours, were murther'd by the diſloyal Citizens; 
doubt not but tis as true, that the Plague has 
conſum'd the greateſt Part of the Red-heads in their 
Camp at Ararſacat. What tho' theſe Babylonian Mun- 


grels cry, Long live be King of Perſia] The reſt of 


the Empire, with true Zeal and Devotion, pray for 
the Health and Proſperity of the, Grand Seignisr. 
What though the Sultan has ſworn by Cop and his 
Throne, by the Heavens and the Earth, that he will 
go againſt the Yenetians in Perſon! The Mi 
can eaſily abſolye him in Caſe of ſupreme Neceſlity, 
whence his Preſence is requiſite againſt the more ac- 
curſed Ky/1haſcbi. 2 : 
'Tis probable the Oman Monarchy may be much 
embarraſs d by domeliick Troubles and foreign 
| =. Yats; 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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Wars; yet he that founded it, and is the Conſervator 
of Ages, will out of theſe very Diſtempers and Evil, 
produce a good Conſtitution of Health in the State, 
and a firmer Eſtabliſhment againſt all Enemies. 

In the mean while, the Venetiant are very buſy 


in their Levies at Home, and in making Intereſts - 


Abroad, Courtiers are perpetual] ſing up and 
down Chriſtendom, to 2d bow _ City: They 
would willingly have all the Buſineſs of Europe ſu- 
perſeded for their Sakes, Every where tis whiſper'd 
there's ſome grand Deſign on foot againſt the 7yr4;, 
but no Body knows what. And I tell thee, France, 
Spain, Germany, Poland, Sweden, and the reſt of 
the Nazarene Kingdoms are too much entangled 
among themſelves to have any Thoughts of meddling 
with remote Aﬀais, | 5 
The Poles would have had the German Emperor 


taken that Crown in Vaſſilge, on Condition of 


protecting it from the Swedes, But whilſt the En- 
Her or was alive, he weigh'd the Difficulties, and 


kreſus d ſo chargeable an Offer. Now he is lately 
dead, and the Empire is hardly capable to defend 
ſelf | ws | 


Differences are newly "riſen between the Duke 


of Bavaria and the Elector Palatine of Heydelberp ; 


each claiming a Right to be Vicar of the, Empire 
during the Vacancy ; and they are preparing on 


both Sides to diſpute the Matter with the Sword; 
Whilſt the King of Sweden ſmiles ſecretly at their 
85 


Inteſtine Quarrels, reſolving to be reveng'd on Ger. 
many, for the Aſſiſtance they have given to Ca/imir 
King of Poland. - 

At the ſame time, the Danes are arming and 
equipping by Sea and Land, to demand Juſtice of the 
Swedes. Whilſt the cunning Miſcovite ſtands aloft, 
amuſing all Parties with ſpecious Pretexts, but de- 
{-gning only to play his own Game, and 3 

I . | Lat 
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that Quarrel which will bring him moſt Booty; 
Prince Ragotski promiſes fair to the Stoedes, but tis 
thought, will prove falſe in the End. The Coun- 
ſels of theſe Uncircumcicd, are full of Treachery, 
They are infatuated, blinded, and know not what 
they do. e | H 5 
The Cafe is as bad in Spain, where the King is 
making vaſt Preparations to enter Portugal, aud 
claim that Crown, hoping to make Advantage of 
their domeſtick Factions fince the Death of Don Juan 
de Braganza, the late Portageſs Ring: Not conſi- 
dering that the French are like to find him Work 
| enongh in Traly, Flanders and Catalonia; beſides 
| the continual Damages he receives by Sea from the 
| Engliſh, and the Loſſes he ſuſtains in America. I tell 


thee in a Word, all Europe is at this time in ſuch a wn 
Hurly-burly, that they have no leiſure to attend our 4 
Motions in the Eaſt; every Kingdom and State be- 1 
ing wholly buſy'd in their own Affairs, and Venice WW" 
ein rely on nothing but her own Strength, GO on 1 
then, brave General of the Army, deſtin d to chaſtiſe 1 
theſe Bfidels, and let nothing diſcourage thee from Ml 
| purſuing the Aims of: Honour and Religion, Let the 1a 
proud Fans know that there is a Sword drawn in N 
we Eaſt, which will never be put up, till it has not 14 
: only cut off the exterior Members, but even ript up 5 
n the Bowels of the Weſtern Enpire. Fa 
? The Inhabitants of -Szcily. are in a great Conſter- by 
155 nation, by Reaſon of a freſh Eruption of Fire from Bk. 
; Mount tna, or Mount Gibel, whereby the City Wilt 
' WB Catanes, and adjacent Parts, are much in Panger, N 
ug che Aſhes are ſcatter'd all over the Iſland. This 104 
2 Mountain has at Times flamed forth in an extraordi- e 
„ vary Manner from immemorable Ages; and in all } ro- Tt 
„ Þability, will continue to do ſo till the Day of Judg- 14 
& ment. * | 5 . i my 
15 | There is like to be a new Quarrel between France | . 
2 and Holiand, the lagter com plaining, that they have | 1 
| 18 nad WT: 
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had above three hundred Merchant Ships taken 


from them by the French within theſe ſeven Years, 


Upon which they have ftop'd two Veſſels belong 
ing to this Kingdom, and Miſunderſtandings encreaſe 
apace between them. 

In the mean time, the German Court is prepari 


to chooſe a new Emperor. His Son is the Perſon de- 


ſign d for this Dignity, if the Electors do not oppoſe 
it. His Name is Lenpoldus Ignatius Foſephus, King 


of Hungary and Bobemia, He lies ſick of a dange- 


rous Diſcaſe, not leſs loathſome than the Plague 
And now I have mention'd this Scourge of Gon, 


it will not be amiſs to inform thee, that in Rome 


and Naples, where it has rag'd theſe eleven Moons, 
8 and eighty Thouſand 
People, tis not now to be heard of; . 4 0 is re- 


ſtored ; Publick Courts (it, Ambaſſadors have Audi. 
ence ; and all Thing run in their wanted Chanad]. Yet 


in Genoua they feel it ſtill, _ 
The Souls of theſe Infidels are infefed with an 
infernal Peſtilence, and therefore Gon rains Cre: 


on them, whilſt the Elect of all Nations are preſerv'd 


from all Evil, being mark d in the Forchead by the 


| Angel of Health. 


Paris, I oth of the 5th Moon, 
ot the Year 394 „ 


LETTER XV. 


7⁵ Cara Hali, Phyſcian to the Grand 


Seceignior. 
Have encounter'd a Paſſage in the Hiſtory of 


the Firſt Ca/iphs, which a little entahgles = 


My Faith is disjpinted. Thou knoweſt we M. Gul. 
man. delieve, that 2 Beers was the true Suce ſor 
| £00 


woe lh foe. as. Ao . 
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of the Prophet: Yet when I conſider, that he at- 
tain d the Sovereignty by Surprize, without the 
Conſent of the Muſſulmant, I know not what to 


think of it. 
After the Death of the Meſſenger of Gop, the 


Inhabitants of Mecca and Medina rais'd a Sedition, 


and took up Arms, each challenging the Right of 
Election to themſelves. © When to prevent the ill 


Conſequences of this Tumult, A Beere and Omar 


immediately came to them; and to end the Contro- 
verſy, Omar ſtretching forth his Hand to 4by Becre, 


ſaluted him Ca/zph, and lifting up his Hand to Hea- 


ven, ſwore Allegiance to him: Which Example ſud- 
denly prevail'd on others, and fo the Tumult was 
appeas'd, Yet Omar himſelf ſeem'd to repent of what 


be had done: For a while after he was heard to ſay, 


Aſuredly, the Inauguration of Abu Becre was 4 


raſh undadviſed Thing; God avert the Evil which 


may reſalt from it. But let it be a Lau, That if 


any one bereafier all preſume to do as I bude done, 


and ſtocar Fealty to another, without the Aſſent of 
the Muſſulmans, be ball be put to Death, 

But that which 1s of preateſt Moment with me, 
is, that Ali En Abi Thaleb. the Son-in-Law of the 
Prophet, was not preſent at this Election, who had 


as much Right to the Caliphate, as any of them, if 
not more; at leaſt he bad a Right to vote. And 


when he firſt heard the News, he proteſted againſt 
what they had done as null and invalid, in regard 
they had not conſulted him. Certainly Ali Fn Abi 
Taleb was a matchleſs Hero, performing Miracles 
of Valour in Defence of the Prophet, When he 
belieg'd Chaibar, a' City of the Ferws, he took the 


Cates of the City from off their Hinges, and us d 


them as his Shield. When he brandithed his glir- 
tering Sword, he made his Enemies tremble. 1 
will tay no more in his Praiſe, leſt thou ſhould'ſt 
conclude, J have liſted myſelf in the Number of 
SIDE | the 
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the Kyzil Baſbi. What I write, is only by way of 
Scrutiny, being diſſatisfy d about theſe Things: 
So when Abu Bicre lay on his Death/bed, he 
called for Othmaꝝ E#n Aphan, the Scribe, and bid 
him write as follows: “ In the Name of Gov, 
© Gracious and Mercifut; this is the Te/imony of 
« Abdo/lah Eb'n Aba Kohopha, when he was arrived 
« to the laſt Hour of this World, and the firſt of 
. «© the World to come,” Then he fell into a Trance, 
_ while Othman proceeded; and wrote the Name of 
Omar Eno Chattab Then A Becre awak d, and 
asking Otbman whom he had named for his Scucceſſor: 
He reply'd, Omar, Thou haſt done well, ſaid he, 
and according to my Mind, Yet if thou hadft nam- 
ed thyſelf, afſuredly thou art worthy of the Honour. 
Thus Qumar ſucceeded in the Caliphate, by the pri- 
vate Order of Alu Becre, without asking the Con- 
ſent of the Maſulmans. It looks like a Contrivance 
or Bargun between thoſe two at firſt, When Omar 
ſwore Fealty to Abu Becre, one would ſuſpect he 
made him promiſe to bequeath the Caliphate to him. 
Be it how it will, thou ſeeft Omar accepted the Go. 
vernment on Conditions which he himſelf had made 


Unlawful, when he prohibited any Succeſſion, that 


ſhould be made without the Conſent of the Mul. 
mans. He was the firft that was called Amir Im- 
_ mexim, or, Commander of the Faithful. 

It is reported that when Omar was near his Death, 
thoſe that flood about him deſired him to name his 
Succeflor ; they themſelves recommended Ali Eb'n 

Ai Taleb, becauſe of his Relation to the Prophet. 
But he rejected him, and committed the Election of 
his Succeſſor ro Othman, Ali. Telha, Arobia, Alu 
Obeid and Saad Eb'n Abi Wakka. Abu Obeid there- 
fore coming to Ali Ebn Abi Taleb, ſaid thus to 
him, Art thou be to whom I may ſwear Fidelity, 


that thou wilt a# according to the Book of Gov, and | 


the Laws of bis Prophet, and ibe Conflitution 4, H. 
| e Ts 
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Two Seniors? Ali anſwered, I wil! ever act accord- 
to the Bo FA Gop, and he Law of bis Prophet ; but 
as to the Conſtiintiom of the tro Seniotr; I'mill follow 
my otun Counſel. Then Abu Obeid going to Orhan, 
ſaid the ame Words: And Ot 47 promiſed to per. 
form all that they required. So they choſe Othman 
to ſucceed - Omar in the Caliphate. He was accuſed 
of too great Partiality zo thoſe of his Blood; for he 
recalled Hacem Eno! As Ehn Omaib, whom the 
Prophet had baniſh'd , He gave him alſo a hundred 
Thouſand Apert, and to Bells £6'n Chaled, he 

ave Forty Thouſand. ; They taxed him alſo with 
Pride, in that he fat on the higheſt Seat of the Pro- 
phetick Throne, where none but the holy Prophet 


himſelf had ever ſate: For Abu Becre in Reverence | 
to the Meſlenger of Gop.ſat one Step below it, and 


Omar two. So that the Arab ians being incens'd at 
Othman's Arrogance, and other Vices, took up Arms, 
and kilbd him. Then ſucceded dt. 
_ I rehearſe. this Hiſtory to thee, that thou may'ſt 
know the particular Grounds of my Diſſatisfaction, 
and give me thy Opinion in this Matter. For, if 
Abu 3 Omar and Othman were unlawfully lift- 
ed to the Caliphate, it follows, that they were Uſurp- 


ers, and Halt the only true Succeſſor of the Prophet, 


And, if this be granted, then we have no Reaſon 
to curſe the Perſians, who are the Followers of Hali. 
Gop knows which is in the Right, We or They. 
We are all the Diſciples of the Prophet, and believe in 
| the Unity of the Divine Eſſence. Gop bleſs Mabomet 
dur Law-piver, with all thoſe of his Houſe, Gop 
bleſs Mahomet our glorious Sultan: In fine, God 
bleſs thee and me. 5 


Paris, 15th of the 51h Mon, 
/ the Tear 1657, 
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70 Cara Muſtapha, Baſſa. 


D ple, it appears that the Ground of all the pub- 
lick Diſcontents in that City, is the Venetian Conqueſis 
and Poſſeſſion, 'of Tenedos: As if the People thouglit 
that Iſland would prove as fatal now to the 2 
mars, as it was formerly to old Troy, when the Gye- 
tians under the Conduct of Agamemnon pitch'd their 
firſt Camp there, to recover Helena the faireſt Woman 
of Greece, whom Paris the Prince of Troy had raviſh'd 
from her Husband's Embrace. ; 
That Rape was fatal to the Trojans ? For, after 
ten Years War, their City was taken by Stratagem, 
and burnt to Aſhes: Their Princes and Nobles either 
all ſlain, or carry'd away Captives by the victorious 
Greeks. Only /Eneas fav'd his Father alive, carrying 
him. on his Back out of the Flames, and with ſome 
other Commanders eſcap d to Sea in ſuch Veffels as they 
found ready. The Hiſtory of all his Adventures is too 
tedious for a Letter. Suffice it to ſay, that after many 
Voyages from one Region to another, at Taft he landed 
in Italy, where he and his Company fettPd. And 
from them the Yenetians, with other People of Europe, 
derive their Original. F 
Ti this makes the preſent Poſſeſſion of Tene- 
Jos appear as an ill Omen, in the Eyes of the Super- 
ſtitious: As if thoſe Relicks of ancient Troy were 
now come to recover the Habitations of their Fathers, 
| nd drive both Greeks and Muſſulmans, out of the 
Empire, 1 
But theſe are only Chimæra's and Dreams; fo 
when a Nation is once diſplanted from the Native 
Seat, they ſeldom or never take Root there again. 


) Y the Notices which I receive from Conſlantino- 
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Beſides, who knows whether the Venetians deſcend 
from Troy or no? Tis true indeed, if Hiſtorians 
ſpeak Truth, that Areas ſail'd into /zaly, two 
Years: after the Burning of Troy: Tis probable al- 
fo, that he built Lavinium ; as Padua is aſcribed to 
Antenor one of his Captains. But where's the 
Conſequence, that the Venetians ſhould therefore 
be the Of=-/pring of theſe heroick Fugitives ? They 
may as well ſay, the French are the Poſterity of the 
Moors, becauſe thoſe Africans once ſeated them- 
ſelyes in Spain. For juſt ſo independent are the 
States of Italy one of another, and their Inhabi- 
tants of as different Genealogies, as are theſe two 
potent Kingdoms, with the People that dwell in 
them, | ; YT 
And now the Trojan War 1s in my Mind, I can- 
not but ſmile at the egregious Folly of Ajax, the 
Son of Telamon. This was a great Commander in 
the Grecian Army, a huge, brawny, Gunt-like Fel- 
low, that had perform'd Prodigies of Strength and 
| Valour in combating the Trogans, and yet at laſt 
fell upon his own Sword and kill'd himſelf, becauſe 
| he could not have his Will of Uly/zes ; and all about 
| an old ruſty Back/er, taken from the Enemy which 
Ajax claim d as his Right, in reward of his merito- 
rious Services, and as many Scars he had re- 
ceived. But es ' oyer-ruPd the Council of War 
was call'd on purpoſe to decide this Quarrel, and 
got the Shield himſelf, For being a cunning 
plauſible Fellow, he pleaded, that though the Cou- 
rage and brave Actions of Ajax deſerved all due 
Honour and Acknowledgment; yet the Surprize 
of Troy, and ending the War, was only owin 
to his Wit and Contrivance, who deluded the 
Trejans with a Wooden Horſe, in the Belly of 
Which lay a Detachment of armed Men; and theſe, 
after the Horſe was admitted into that City, came 
out of their Neſt in the Dead of Night, * 
— ONE 
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ſet Fire to the Horſe, opening the Gates alſo to the 
e , tt Eon an a1h | 
If the Venetian, aer: . ſome 15 Strata- 
9 haps there would nager of their tak. 

= ape} Dany but tall ide illuſtrious Ba/ſa, 
there's no Reaſon to fear theſe [nfidels. Beſidès it 
will be very eaſy to diſpoſſeſs them of that ominous 
Iſland, and fo diſſipate the Charm which has be- 
witch d the ſeditious Rabble. But I would counſel, 
that it be attempted in Time, before the Venetian, 
are got into the Helleſpont with their Navy: For 
there's no Succeſs againſt theſe Infide/s by Sea. 
That Element, it ſeems, is the Wife of the Duke of 
Venice; being eſpouſed. with a Ring and other ſo- 
Jemn Ceremonies, on a certain Feſtival of the Naza- 
Fane, 5 LEP | 

One would think alſo, that the Exgliſb had made 
ſucceſsful Love to the Sea; for their Na vies are al- 
ways proſperous. We have freſh News come in of au 
Encounter between them and the Spani/b-Wef-Ind:a 
Fleet, near the and of Teneriff, wherein there were 
Seventeen of the Spaniſß Ships ſunk and burnt, and 
among them were five great Galleons. They took 
ſrom them an immenfe Treaſure of Gold and Silver 
with other coſtly Merchandiſe. | | 

The French Court rejoices mightily at this Exploit; 
not in any real Love to the Exgliſb, but in Hatred of 
the Spaniards For betwcen theſe two Nations there 
ſeems to be an an irreconcileable Antipathy. Beſides, 
the French have Reaſon of State for their Joy, being 
in League with the EAg/iſb Commonwealth. 

That which renders this Victory the more re- 
markable, is, that it was obtain'd in a Spaniſh Har- 
bour, the Porte of Santa Crux in Teneriff. Every 
one extols the Eng/ifh Commander for a very brave 
Perſon, his Name is Plate. I am the more par. 
ticular in this Relation, becauſe thou art expert in 

. „ eee Re 6 Marins 
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Marine Affairs, having had the Command of the 
invincible Ottoman Ar mad... 

There is a Poſt newly come in from Germany, who 
informs us, that the King of Scoeden and Prince Ra- 
gotski,- have taken the ſtrong Fort of Brzoki Litenshi 
from the King of Poland. 

The Portugeſe Ambaſſador at this Court prefles 
the King with much Earneſtneſs ta ſend Aids to his 
Maſter, in regard the Spaniards are actually enter'd 
into Portugal, and have taken O/ivenxa, a City of 
that Kingdom. + | EN 

I formerly acquainted the Miniſters of the Divan, 
that the King of Spain had cauſed all the People of his 
Kingdom to be number d: Now I tell thee farther, 
That in order to carry on the War effectually againſt 
Portugal, this Monarch has commanded the fifth Man 
in every Family to take up Arms, and follow the Cam- 
paign. At which Rate, they ſay he will have an Hun- 
dred thouſand Men in the Field. . 5 
In the mean time, all the Diſcourſe here at preſent 
is, concerning the Siege of Monimeli, a very ſtrong 
Place in Flanders, It Was inveſted by the French Ar- 
my on the 11th of this Moon, under the Command 
of the Mareſchal de la Ferte Seneterre. 


France has ſent a great many brave Generals into 
the Field this Summer; and I perceive, the Baſſas 


of the Oftoman Empire are not like to tarry at Home, 
God inſpire thee, - and thy Equals, with a Reſolution 
which knows no Medium between Victory and a glo- 
rious Death. Dots 2 555 


Paris, 2 6755 of the 6th Moon, 5 
of the Tear 1657. 


$I? ; 1th 


—_ — _ _— — 2 — ad * ” = 2 
_— - 

Ax A. a I ne Ne PQ. dan DIES. + Su * 2 8 

. r 1 — 1 — , — n —— _ 


= 


N ey a TS -_ 5— — 5 
— > pes N — 8 IX 83 2 eras a ———_— — 2 1 ” 2 - "24 £0 - i 2 Omg PF 4 — = — 4 
— r 4 -. 6 — 2&7 RES _ 3 — 4 = — — Lan. - : - 22 — E 39 LED — "i - > <a 2 : — — . 
W —— — —— - N _ N « ” 7 r r 5 3 — — 3 5 — — — 8 r K — = 
. . 1 8 - ke . . 3 . 93 — 2 ? DIES 8 a ds ET 2 5 _ . to _ * — — a — * 
— 8 er — 1 SOR PEAS, - AE 1 4 5 - 2 2 _— OT 9 * o a" 3 —— * IPRS 4 PILL » 2 — oo Es 2 * 1 N * - 
— ” 2 2 2 22222 2 ot r «IS, > . £ we $ = - 38 „ ͤ . 7. N | : — 3 = Q 
— 'S 2 — * -* q — - - - > _— >= e 2 * A” - £2 Ban; 4d La * — = — S 2 - 4 2 - —_— — 2 —— 2023 — — — — — — 2 -, on == 
— 4 ra 3 CR Sn 7 2 4 5 * L a . — — - - — — . — xz Y — 8 2 2 — 
4H 1 AT 4 my Sr EI: 1. : - 2 —— 2 — — gr PII ea ang rene" — — 2 — — 3 — - — — — 5 _ * 
— 3 — — - Fe * = . — 25 WA —— — — — ap ts = 7 — — bs — tern — — gs < 
- - WA — — 0 bh — * * at - 
4 — —— 
* ; " — =y 2 8 1 — — 2 Py > 2 
* l , E —— 2 =. J : 
"4 : 5 2 b . — — <> 4 : — pgs = 
ARS e : ; 


AM ae So 
Ms Paget 
221 


> 


— 40 a” 


188 Lerrt : xs Writ by Vol. V. 
LETTER XVII. 
To Nathan Ben Saddi, a Jew at Vienna, 


HE Beginning of thy Letter ſurpriz'd\me with 
Wonder, when J read that a Chiaus from the 
Grand Seignior, the Sovereign of Severeigns, Lord of 
Three Empires, and Five and Twenty Kingdome, 
ſhould have the Diſhonour, not to find Admittance 
within the Walls of Vienna: and that in à Time 
when the Germans have no Reaſon to provoke a 
Foreign War, being ſufficiently embarraſs d with Do- 
meſtick Troubles. But when I read farther, and per. 
ceiv'd, That no Ambaſſador, not even of the Chri/tian 
Princes, has any more Privilege at this JunQture 
and that it is an eſtabliſhed Law of the Empire, 
thus to reverence the Majeſty of their deceas d Sove- 
reign, and conſult the Safety of the next Election; 
] ceas'd to reſent this any longer as an Indignity to 
our great Maſter, and only concluded it to be ſome 


Myſtery of the Auſtrian State. 1454 


It is an Argument of profound Reſpect to the 
Imperial Ghofl, that the Churches are all hung with 
Mourning throughout the Hereditary Dominions, and 


that no Muſick is permitted either in the Temples or 


elſwhere; no Jollity or Mirth, till the Funeral Obſe- 
= are perform'd, and the Body of Cæſar is con- 
gn'd to the Place of its everlaſting Repoſe. 
As to the Quarrel between the Duke of Bavaris 
and Prince Palatine, about the Vicariate, there's 
much to be - ſaid on both Sides: And it ought to 


de a Thing indifferent to thee and me, Which of 


theſe two gets the Victory. Yet for the Sake of 


Truth J will tell thee in ſhort what J have collect. 


ed out of the Fournal of Carcoa, thy Predeceſſor, and 
out of dther Memoirs, as they came to my Hands. 


— 
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It appears then, that by the Golden Bull o 
Charles IV. this Dignity was declared inherent in 
the Palatinate Family, in the Right of their Poſſeſſion 
of that Principahty; and that it has been fo for ma- 


ny Ages, even before there were any Electors eſta- 


blih'd in the Empire. Tis upon this Ground the 


preſent Elector Palatine claims it. But on the other 

Side, it is manifeſt, that when Maximilian, the 
Father of the preſent Duke of Bavaria, was inveſted 
with the Electoral Dignity, it was inſerted in the 
Inperie! Bull, that the Vicegerency of the 5 du- 
ring an Interregnum, ſhould henceforth belong to 
that Family. Yet this Grant was again diſan- 
null d by the late Pacification at Munfler. And fo 
the Buſineſs is left in Diſpute between theſe two 


Families. He of Bavaria truſts to his Strength 
and Riches, being alſo back'd by the Eccleſiaſtick 


Princes; whilſt the other only confides in the Ju- 
ſtice of his Cauſe, the Right of unqueſtionable Inheri- 
tance, | . 
Leaving threfore theſe Grandees to proſecute their 
ſeveral Claims, I'll tell thee what makes the freſh- 
eſt Noiſe in this City, is an Attempt which the 
Prince of Conde made lately on the Town of Calais, 
a Sea-Port of this Kingdom. He had receiv'd 
certain Intelligence, that the Governor had ſent out 


the beſt Part of the Garriſon to fortify Ardres, a 


Place not far from Calais, and ſuppoſed to be in great 


Danger; upon this News, the Prince marched with 


great Expedition, deſigning to ſurprize Calais by 
Night. But he was diſcover'd before he came near 


them; and the Inhabitants taking up Arms, appear d 


on the Walls and Ramparts to welcome him, ſo that he 

was forc'd to retire again with the Loſs of near a 

thouſand Men. VV 
Here are two Men eome out of England, that 


pretend to be Prophets, foretelling the Downfal of 


the Pype, whom they call Antichriſt, a Beaſt, a Dra- 
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gon, and I know not how many other Titles. One 


of them is gone to Rome, to tell the Holy Father to 


his Face what is like to befal him. The French Court 
looks upon them as Madmen; and no body can eſteem 
them better if they go to Nome, where they will in- 


fallibly fall into the Hands of the Inguiſition; which 


thou know'ſt is a Hell upon Earth; Thy Brother 
Adonai felt the Smart of it, only for two or three 
Words utter'd in Contempt of their Religion; and 


though he was not condemn'd to Death, yet he ſuffer d 


a tedious Impriſonment; till at length, the Plague 


releas d him both from that, and the Change of this 
JJ q ñ IVE; - 


bo 


Nat han, if he had dy'd by the Stroke of the Execu- 


tioner, or by Fire, the common Death of thoſe who 


rail at the Raman Faith, I could not pronounce him a 
Martyr, unleſs it were to his own Folly and Raſhneſs; 
ſince he was not plac'd there to make Proſelytes, either 
to the Law of Miſes, or Mabomet: but to penetrate 
into the ſecret Tranſactions of the Fo//ozvers of Feſus. 
Thy Buſineſs is the ſame at Vienna; purſue that 
with Alacrity, and Gop ſhall protect thee from a!) 


Paris; 9th of the 7th Moon, : 


of the Year 1657. 


a 


e F YALL. -: 
To Melec Amet. 


| Welcome thy Retun to the Earth again: For it 


1 appears by thy Letter, that thou haſt been in the 
- other World, 'Twere to be wiſn'd thou would 
fayour the Living with a Journal of thy Travels and 


Obſervations among the Dead, Thoſe Region; N 87 
* ence 
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lence would afford Matter of Noiſe enough to Mor- 


55 that are always greedy of Foreign News. Per- 


ups if thou wouldſt communicate the Remarks thou 

in made during that Ramble of thy Soul, we might 
75 out ſome Method of Correſſ ndence between 
Our World, and that Inviſible Sate. We might 
contrive a Way to ſend Diſpatches to our Priends, and 
to receive their Anſwers again. Or at leaſt we might 
make ſome uſeful Diſcoveries i in that Empire of Sha- 
dows. 

But tell me ſeriouſſy, doſt thou think it was 
any more than a Trance or Dream that has happen'd 
to thee? Such as frequently fall out in melancholy 
Conſtitutions? I once inform'd Cara Hala the Phy- 
fician of ſuch an Accident as this not far from 
Paris, It was of a Man that had lain five and 


thirty Hours as Dead, in all human Appearance, 


and ſo given over by the Phyſicians : Yer after that 
Period, he recovered his Senſes again, and told 
firange Things to thoſe that were about him. Sure- 
ly theſe are but the Slumbers of the Soul; and Death 
itſelf is but a deeper Sleep, when it cauſes the diſſo- 
lution of the Body. Doubtleſe, Men awake again in 
ſome other Active State. For as a Flame of Fire is 
equally diſpoſed to embody itſelf in the Fat of Fleſh, 
or Fiſh, in Oyl, Wax, Sulphur, or any proper Ve- 
hicle ; and as ſoon as it i extinouiſh'd in one, will rea- 
dily tranſlate itſelf ſucceſſively to all the reſt, if they 
be within the Sphere of its Actiity (as the We/tern 


| Philoſopher ſpeaks: ) So is the Spirit or Flame of Life 
| always in a Poſture of Tranſmigration. For ought we 
| know, he that is a King this Hour, may be Peacock 


the Next, and within a few Days be ſerv' d up at his 


| Succelfor's Table, as a Royal Diſs. 
But not to inſiſt too much on theſe Secrets, Iwin 


relate to thee a * not unlike that thou u haſt ex- 
berienced. 
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It is recorded in the Writings of an authentick 
Pen, the Manuſcript of an ancient Arabian, That 
AP Raſhid, Emperor of the Faithful, had many fa- 
mous Phyſicians about him; among the reſt, he 
highly eſteemed Saleh Eb'n Nahali, an Indian, for 


recovering one of his near Kinſmen, out of ſuch a 


Condition as I ſuppoſe thou haſt been in. That 
Kinſman was very dear to the tin vert: who was 
| fitting at a Feaß, when News was brought him that 


he was Dead, The Emperor extremely troubled to 


| Hear this, burſt forth into Tears, and cauſed the 
Table to be taken away. Then Jaaſer Ep'n Yahya, 
one of his Confidents, immediately deſired that Sa/e/ 
the Indian Phyſician, might viſit the Corps of his Dead 

Relation; who went accordingly, and having felt 
his Pulſe, and conſidered him well, he returned to the 
Emperor, and faid, © Ceaſe to mourn, my Lord, 


Commander of the Faithful: For if this Man te 
Dead, and J do not reſtore him to Life again, may 1 


be divorced from all my Wives for ever. 
He had ſcarce made an end of laying this, when 4 
ſecond Diſpatch came to the Emperor from thoſe who 
were about his Kinſman, aſſuring him, That he was 
really departed this Life. | 6 
Then AP Raſhid began to curſe the Indians, and 
their Ignorance, But Saleb perfiſted in his Aſſertion, 
crying out with ſome Vehemency, Be not incredu- 
6e lous, O Emperor of the Faithful, nor ſuffer thy Kinſ- 
4 man to be buried, till I have been with him again: 
c For aſſuredly he is not Dead, I will ſhew jou ſome- 
c thing that is admirable.” 4 Rashid pacify d with 
theſe Words, took Saleh along with him to viſit the 
ſuppoſed dead Perfon. 1 
As ſoon as they came into the Chamber, the Ju. 
Jian took a Needle, and thruſt it between the Nail 
and the Fleſh of his Left Thumb. Then the Entranc'd 
| fnatch'd up his Hand toward his Mouth. At Which 
Saleb cryed out, Now, my Lord, comfort 751 
12 : | « ſelf; 
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ſelf; for dead Men uſe not to be ſenfivle of Pain, At- 
ter this, he blew up a Powder into his Noſe; upon 
which, in a few Minutes the Patient ſneez d; ani 
fitting upright in his Bed, ſpoke to Al Raſhid, 
kiſling alſo his Hand. The Emperor asking him, Hz 
he found himſelf ;* He replyed ; Benęfactor of Man- 
kind, I have been in the ſweeteſt Sleep that ever I re- 
member fell on me in my Life. Only I dream d that 4 
Dog came and bit me by my Left Thumb, the Pain f 
which wak'd me, With that he ſhew'd him the 
Mark of the Needle and the Blood; adding, Surely 
it was no Dream, but a Truth, for I feel it yet The 
Emperor was extremely pleaſed with his Indian Phy- 
fician, and did him great Honour. His Kinſman allo, 
whoſe Name was Ibrahim, lived many Years after this, 
and was made Governor of Egypt, where he dy'd and 
was bury d. 1 5 + 
| The Eaſtern Phyſicians have been famous in all 
| Ages, and are now much in Eſteem among the 
Fan, who addict themſelves to ſtudy the Sciences: 
| Here are ſome very learned PHHtians in theſe Parts, 
| and not a few ignorant ones, who ſerve as Foils to 
| fet off the Luſtre and Fame of the others, Every 
Province and City In France ſwarms with 'em; and 
| they all find Employment either to kill or cure. 
| The Nazarenes hve very intemperately, and. fall 
| into abundance of Diſeaſes, whereof the Fa is 
8 wholly Ignorant : Therefore *tis neceffary for them 
IF to be well ſtock'd with Phyſictans, Yet 'twas ſatyri- 
| cally obſerved by a certain French Lord, that in a 
Town not far from his Palace, the Inhabitants were 
all healthy long liv'd Men, till a certain Empirick 
came and took up his Reſidence there; for then 
| tliey began to ſicken and die ap:ce, But this may 
be an inviduous Remark. The Arabian Proverb ſays, 
„„ Man is good Phyſician, but be that is born ſuch: 
n caring that ſome are natural diſpoſed and 
I fried” to this Science. Indeed 1 have known ad- 
1 13 * K e 
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mirable Cures perform'd by Men who never ſtudied in 
| Academies, or could anſwer three Queſtions in Ana- 
tomy; nay, ſome Women have a Gift of this Nature, 
aid are very fortunate in their Practices. But when 
all's done, the Beaſts are moſt happy, who are all their 
own Phyſicians by Inſtin&. bs 
Melec, 1 wiſh thee ſuch a State of Health as needs 

no Medicines: But if it be thy Misfortune to fall inte 
Parmenides his Indiſpoſition, I counſel thee to make 
uſe of the Advice given him by a Philoſopher; who 
when Parmenides complain'd. of a. Pain in his Sto- 


mach, and ask'd his Advice, bid him uſe ſuch and fuch 


Confections and Electuaries. The other reply'd, He 
had made Tryel of them all, and many more, yet 
found no Eaſe, Then ſaid the Philoſopher, Turn 
Poet, for they generally have good Stomachs. 


Paris, 9th of the. 74h Moon, 
F the Tear 1657, 


x _— 


LETTER XIX. 
To the Kaimacham. 


„2 
x a Ind 


—YOuriers upon Couriers are come to this City 


with the joyful. News that Montmeli is ſur- 
render'd to the French : For which the whole Body 


of the Parliament, and the City of Paris, the CHancel. 


hor of the Kingdom, with Cardinal Antonio, Barberini, 
and all the Eccleſiaſtichs, went to the Grand Moſch, 


or Temple, where Te Deum was ſung this Afternoon, 


with a pompous Solemnity. And now_whilſt I am 
writing, there is ſuch, a confus'd, Noiſe of great Guns, 
| Ringing of Bells, and Shouts of People, that one 
would think it were enough to wake the very Dead, 
and make them ſtart from their Graves, to enquire 
Why HURT Sn Rona 
„ The 


Armies 


Vol. V. a Sev at PARIS. 195 
The Truth of it js, this Place is counted one of 
the ſtrongeſt in Europe, and the Inhabitants were 


not inſenlible of it when they made their Conditions 
of Honour with the King. And therefore we need 


not wonder at the exceſſive Joy of the French, | 
When the Keys were delivered to the King by the 


Deputies of the Town, one of them, in the Name of 
the reſt, made this follou ing Addreſs. K 
8 Sire, We ſhould have had' juſt Reaſon to: coin- 
© plain of Fortune, and accuſe ourſelves of Cowar- 
ce 4 if we had ſurrender'd this impregnable For- 
6: treſs to the Arms of a Prince Jets glorious and 
6c puillant than your Majeſty : Since our very 


( Walls are of ſufficient Strength to defend us, 


without taking up Arms, againſt a Power inferior 
« to yours. But in regard it is the Will of Heaven, 
that we- muft change our; Maſter, we rejoice to 
& fall into the Hands of ſo invincible! and gene- 
« raus ta Monarch; and we hope, dire, chat your 

Majeſty will ſhew us the more Favour, for hav- 
„ing us d our utmoſt Efforts to conſerve an invio- 
« late Fidelity to the Catholicł King. who but Yee 
* ſtcrday, was our Matter. 


This was ſpoken with ſo graceful an Atkins and 


ſuch a becoming Frankneſs, that the King being migh- | 


tily pleas d with them, made them this Anſwer. 
Ves, I ſhall always remember that your Con- 
2 « ſtancy "deſerves my Eſteem. And now conſidering 
“ you as my Subjects, I will beſtow ſuch Privileges 
don this City, as ſhall oblige you to manifeſt no 
“ lets Courage and Zeal. for my Service than you 
© have done for the Catholick King. 
And to evidence, that he has equal Sentiments 


of Gratitude and Efieem for his Officers, by whoſe 
| Courage” and Conduct this important Place is come 


under his Obedience; the King has beſtowed the 


Covernment of it on the Lieutenaut- General of his 


led, who Was * at the Siege, and was 
| K 2 fog 
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ſhot in ſeven Places of his Body. They call him the 
Marquis of Vandi. He has ſignaliz d his Valour in 
ſixteen Sieges and Battles, being mark'd all over with 
Scars, the glorious Charaerifiieis of an indefatigable 
and fortunate Hero. | 7 | 

It is fit the Divan ſhould be informed of all ſuch 
Paſſages ; not to inſtruct them what to do in the like 
Caſes, (for they are perfectly wiſe) but that theſe Ex- 


ampfles may be regiſtered as Spurs to Vertue and Mag- . 
nimity of Spirit. For it cannot be ſuppoſed, that the 1 
Emperor of True Believers will come ſhort of theſe t 
1925 Kings, in rewarding his faithful and undaunt- K 
ed Slaves. el 

, Mare/chal de Ferte Seneterre has alſo had his ſhare I 
in the Careſſes and Acknowledgments of the King and 5 
the whole Court. e SO; | fa 

This Succeſs has given a great Damp to the Spa- F- 

#/ards, who begin to retire as faſt as they can from 13 
the Neighbourhood of the French Armies. On the W A: 
other ſide, theſe are full of Vigour and brisk Reſo- Fu 


lutions, reſolving not to end the Campaign without 
ſome farther Attempts in Flandern. „„ 
They creep by Degrees into the very Heart of ten 
that Province, which is ever like to be the Stage of | 
War, ſo long as the King of Spain has one Town 
left in it. *Tis a very rich Country, abounding in 
al} the deſireable Productions of Nature, And the 
People are very. induſtrious to learn and improve 
whatſoever is profitable in Art. All their Unhappi- 
neſs lies in this, That they are not able to protect 
themſelves, and ſubſiſt independent of one or other 
of the neighbouring Crown, So that whenever 
thoſe Sovercigns fall out, theſe poor People are miſe- 
rably oppreſs'd with Armies ; and in this Caſe, their 
Friends many Times give them as much Trouble 
as their Enemies. Nay it is difficult to determine 
which are their Enemies, and which their Friends. 
For to whatſoever Maſter they are ſubject, he drains 

e = 2 them 


Vol. V. a Ser at PARIS. 197 
their Coffers of Money by Taxes and Contributions; 
beſides the intolerable Vexation of Quartering un- 
ruly Soldiers, who commit a Thouſand Inſolencies 
unpuniſhed. þ 
Poland is at this Time in as bad a Condition, be- 
tween the Armies of Sweden, Anſiria, Brandenburgh, 
 Muſcovy, Tranſylvania, andthe Forces of King Caſimir. 
The Son of the deceaſed Emperor has ſent a great 
Army to the Aid of that unfortunate Monarch, and 
tis confirm'd on all Hands, that they have laid ſiege 
to Cracow; whillt his Ambaſſador is negottating with 
the Elector of Brandeuburgh, to draw him off from 
the Srvedifo Intereſt, This is like to prove a War of 
long Continuance, if the Plague do not make Peace, 
which rages in thoſe Parts, and deſtroys many Thou- 
ſands more than the Sword or Gun, The Myſcovites 
have combated with this Diſtemper above theſe two 
Years, the Grand Duke being forced to fly with his 
Army, like Vagabonds, before this inexorable Con. 
queror, which gives no Quarter. 
ili News from Candia, 


In the mean time, I hear ill 
where they ſay the Mu/u/mans have, in a late At- 
tempt on that City, loſt above Four thouſand Men, 
with Thirty four Enfigns, and a conſiderable Trea- 
ſure. Theſe [»fidels have alſo taken and deſtroyed, 
this Summer, above thirty Ships of Barbary, and as 
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many more of Constantinople, Smyrna, Aleppo, Scan- T8 
deroon, &c, On board of one of which they ſeized 4 
the yearly Revenue which comes to the Grand Seig. i 
nor from Scanderoon; and out of another they have "SF 
taken the Revenue of Rhodes, kill'd a Thouſand '#| 
BH True Believers, took half that Number Captives, and | 1 
releas'd Abundance of Cbriſtian Slaves: In a Word, Wk 
n they have taken out of the ſeveral Veſſels which fell RY 
, into their Hands, an immenſe Treaſure of Silver, 15 
e Gould, and precious Stones. ela ; 10 
. Theſe continual Succeſſes of the Nazarener, 9 
is would tempt one to think, That this War was if 
n Foe 


K 3 9 unjuſtly 
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198 LETTERS Writ by Vol. V. 
unjuſtly commenc'd by Sultan Ibrahim, and there- 
fore unhappily carry'd on by his glorious Succeſſor, 
Sultan Mahomet. Pardon the Effect of Melancholy, 
benign Miniſter, if it be a Crime to think, that the 
Creator of all Things is angry with thoſe who vio- 
late their ſolemm Word and Oath. Thou knoweſt 
the whole Story of this War, and the firſt Occaſions 
of it. I fay no more. DEE 
They have a Proverb here in the We, That the 
Voice of the People is the Voice of God. And tho 
i approve not the Practice of thoſe who make Uſe of 
this popular Aphoriſm to foment Seditions in a State; 
yet I cannot but own, there's a great deal of Reaſon 
in it, and it may be verify'd in the preſent Circum- 
ſtances of Conflantineple. 5 
Thou obſerveſt that the Soldiers are mutinous, and 
unwilling to ſerve any longer in this unfortunate 
War. Thou findeſt the Merchants, and in general 
all Sorts of People, diſcontented and factious. The 
Avenues to that Sanctuary of the World are block d 
up by the Venetians; ſo that neither Corn, nor other 
neceſſary Proviſions can be brought in to ſupply the 
Wants of ſo many hundred thouſands of People. In 
a Word, thou ſeeſt the publick Calamities have made 
them almoſt deſperate; they care not what they do: 
Peace with the Chriſtians is the Word every where, 
or elſe each impertinent Mechanick will preſage Ruin 
to the Ottoman Empire. 
May Go inſpire thee and the other Miniſters of 
the Divan, in this Calenturr of the State, to apply 
ſuch Remedies as may prevent the Inconveniencies of 4 
adomeſtic War, which is always more fatal to a Go- 
vernment than a Foreign Invaſion, 


Paris, 17th of the 81h Moon, 
of the Near 1657 
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LL EL LT ER KK 
ö To Nathan Ben Saddi, a Jew at Vienna, 


HTOW thou giveſt me ſome ſolid Hopes of a 

Convert. Thy Letter has raid my Expecta- 
tion, ſince tis not penn'd in a Stile full of Scruples 
and inſignificant Doubts, which would be endleſs : 
Nor yet does it favour of Hypocrity and Diſſimula- 
tion, as if thou intendeſt only to mock me and my 
Faith, and ſtill continue thyſelf an Infidel. But 1c 
abounds with very fair Conceſſions, Articles of Rea- 
fon and Honour on thy fide; only expecting from 
me a true and authentick Account of our holy 
Prophet's Life, and of the Miracles which can be 
produc'd in Confirmation of his Prophetick Office. 
Thou would'ſt fain ſee if any Thing happen'd of 
this Kind to the Meſſenger of God, parellel to the 
ſtupendous Wonders which recommended Maſes your 
Lawgiver to. the World, as the undoubted Ode of 
Heaycn, | | IS 
I -proteſt there is no Fault to be found in this 
Demand; For it is but Reaſon, that he who aſ- 
ſumes the Character of a Prophet, ſhould be diſtin- 
guiſn'd from Impoſtors by ſome evident Signs and 
Wonders: yet tis needleſs to make an exect Pa- 
e rallel, becauſe the Occaſions of Maſers Miracles 
| | were different from thoſe of Mabommed, the Seal 
* 


of the Prophets. Your Lawgiver had a. Commiſſion 

and Power given him to work Miracles when he 
pleaſed: Whereas ours dechr'd, that he was not 

ſent to work Miracles, but to preach the Unity of 

the divine Eſſence, the Reſurrection of the Dead, 

the Joys of Paradiſe, and the Torments of the 

Danm'd. 5 . e 
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Vet leaſt the unbelieving World ſhould doubt 


the Truth of his Miſſion, from his very Birth his 
Life was graced. with many ſupernatural Favours. 
His Mother bore him without the leaſt Pain of Bo. 
dy or Mind: and as ſoon as he breath'd the vita] 
Air, he ſpoke with an audible Voice, ſaluting his 
Mother, and adding, I profeſs, Thot there is only One 


Cod, and that I am his Apoſtle, He was alſo Cir- 


| cumcis'd by Nature, coming into the World without his 
Prepuce. At the ſame Hour, the Devils were for- 
bid to aſcend above the Orb of the Moon; and Four 
Voices were heard from the Faur Corners of the Square 
Temple: The firſt ſaying, Proclaim, The Trutb is ri- 
fen, and all Lies ſhall turn into Hell, The Second 
uttering, Now is born an Apoſtle of your own Nation, 
and the Omnipotent is with him. The Words of the 
Third, were, A Book full of iluftrious Light is ſent 
you from Gop. And the Fourth Voice was heard to 
ſay, O Mahomet, we have ſent thee to be a Prophet, 
Apoſile, and Guide to the World! 
When he was about four Years old, accompa- 
nying the Sons of his Nurſe into the Field, the 
bleſſed Child retir'd into a Cave at the Foot of the 
Mountain Urie/ to pray: When the Archangel Ga- 
briel appeared to him, and ſaid Biſmillai rrahmani 
rrabimi, 8c. In the Name af Gop, Compaſſionate 
and Merciful, O Child greatly beloved, I am ſent to 
 diſplant from thy Heart, the Root of Evil; for thy 
Ejaculations made the Gates of Paradiſe to fly open. 
The young re/igrd One ſaid, The Will of thy Lord and 
mine be done. Then the Angel open'd his Breaſt 
with a Razor of Adamant, and taking out his Heart, 
ſſqueez d from it the black Contagion, which was de- 
rived from Adam: And having put the Child's Heart 
in his Place again, he bleſs' d him, and retir'd to the 
Inviſibles. N 


From that Time the young Favourite of Heaven 


grew up and proſper d in all Things, having the 
8 11 2 ape 


— 1 -y O" 
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smiles of Gop and Man. He was under the Tuition 
of his Uncle Abu Taleb, who diſcerning the Mark of 
an immenſe Soul in his young Nephew, was more ſol- 
licitous for his Welfare than if he had been his Son. 
His Fortune being low in the World, he had no other 
Way to provide for his 7//u/7rious Charge, than by 
placing him as a Factor to Chadijah, a Widow of the 
fame Tribe with Mahomet, which was the Neov/e/7 
among the Arabiant. Beſides ſhe was very beauti- 
ful and rich : And there wanted not Hopes, that in 
Time ſhe might become Mahomet's Wife, ThE 
That which chiefly encourag'd ther to this, was 
a Vifon of Chadijah, every where talk'd of in thoſe 
Parts, For ſhe had divulg'd it herſelf, long be- 
fore Mahomet became her Servant, or his Uncle had. 
any Thoughts of thus diſpoling of him. The Son 
ce ſeem'd to leave his Heaven and come down to 


her Houſe, from whence he diſpers'd his Beams 


ce through Arabia, Egypt, Perſia, and in fine, 
60 22 the whole Earth.” This Viſfon had made 
a dee 

could * reſt, till ſhe had told it to a certain Fa- 
mous Sage in thoſe Paris, who had great Skill in 
Aſtrology and other myſterious Sciences, and was cele- 
trated for the Integrity of his Manners. As ſoon 


as he heard the Contents of her Yigon he ſaid, 


6 In the Name of Gop, O Widow, enter into thy 
« 'Bath, and prepare thyſelf with the neceſſary Pa- 


« rifications : For thou ſhalt ſhortly be married to 
* the greateſt Prophet in the World.“ And when 


ſhe ask d the 4rrolouger, What was tbe Country, Tribe 
and Name of her next Hysband ; He told her, He was 
an Arabian of Mecca, of the Tribe of the Corei's, and 
that his Name was Mahomet, | 5 

As yet the Prophetick Widow knew nothing of 


the Nephew of Abu Ialeb. But thou may ſt ima- 


ine ſhe felt ſtrange Paſſions, when his Uncle after- 


mpreſſion on the Mind of Cadijab, and ſhe 
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wards recommended him to her Service; and ſhe knew 


that he was the Man in whom the Aſtrologer's Cha- 


racter was verify'd, as to his Country, Tribe, and 

Name. For Maboner was the Son of Aödallu, who 
deſcended from the Bani Aſchim, who were the no- 
54% Family in the Tribe of the Corei's. Who can 
expreſs her Sentiments, when ſhe ſaw the beautiful 
Youth making his firſt Addreſſes to her as an humble 
Slave, whom ſhe believed Heaven had ordain' d for the 


Partner of her Bed! With what a Grace and becom 


mg Modefty did he receive the laſt Inſtructions and 
Farewel of his parting Uncle! However, ſhe conceal'd 
her Tranſports, and ſent her beloved Slave with a Ca- 
rad an into Syria, allowing him a noble Penſion. 

In that Journey there happen'd ſomething very re- 
markable in Honour of the admirable youne Man, 
For at a certain Place on the Road, as he waitcd on 

the Captain of the Caravan to a Synagogue of the 
Few, no ſooner had Mahomet ſet his Foot - o'er the 
Threſhold of the Synagogue, but all the Lampsthere- 
in were looſen'd from their Chains, and fell down on 
the Floor, All thoſe of thy Nation that were preſent, 
being aſtoniſhed at the portentous Accident, fell at the 


Feet of the Rabbiet, deſiring their Advice in this 


amazing Circumſtance, They having perform d the 
accuſtom'd Ceremenies and Expiations, anſwer'd, © It 
*« is revealed in the Traditions of the Seniors, That 


cc at what Time ſoever an Arabian called Mabomet, 


1 fſhall be preſent at our Solemnities, Gop ſhall re- 
% move the Candleſticks out of their Place. It is 
«« therefore moſt certain, that ſuch a one is now 
* among us; let him not eſcape our Hands, left Re- 
ac proach and Contempt come on //rae}.” But be- 
| hold, whillt they were buſy in ſearching for the Cauſe 
of this Prodigy, two Angels convey'd Mabomet to 
Mera, where he ſoon after married Cadijſab. 


5 1. 
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It were eaſy to recount many more Miracles in the 
Life of the Prophet; ſuch as that of the Cloud over- 
ſhadowing him, the Eagle perching on his Head 
when he was allcep, the Trees and Stones proclaim- 
ing him the Apoſtle of Gov. And if we were to 
make Parallels, I think the ſtupendous Deſcent which 
the Moon made at the Prayer of the divine Meſſenger, 
comes not far ſhort of the celebrated Diſorder on 
A007 Sinai, when your Law was delivered by 
Moſes. | 
If thou requireſt undoubted Teſtimonies for Truth 
of this Miracle on our Side, offer ſomething that is 


unqueſtionable on thy own, We both equally con- 


fide in the different Records of our Nations, which 
were penn'd by Men as liable to Temptations and 
Errors of all Sorts, as thou and I and all that believe 
what they write. Therefore unleſs thou can'ſt ſtart 


ſome more infallible: Authority to prove the eternal 


and univerſal Obligations of your Law, than I can to 
the contrary, thou lieſt under a manifeſt Diſadvantage; 
ſince I profeſs with our holy Prophet and all the M 
ſulmans, that the Alcoran contains nothing repug- 
nant to the Law of 1/es, but is only a more perfect 
and compleat Idea of the divine Will: And that as 
Moſes was the Law giver of the Sons of {/aac, ſo 
Mabomet was the Apolile of the Sons of Iſuael, and 
the Seal of all the Prophets. | 


Uſe thy own Reaſon, and neither be of no Religion, 
than in the Number of thoſe to whom it ſhall be ſaid 


at the laſt Day, Drink, ye Worſbippers of Ozair, a 
be damn'd fir ever. | | | | 


Paris, 1075 F the 9th Myon, 


of the Nar 1657. 
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wards recommended him to her Service; and ſhe knew 
that he was the Man in whom the Aſtrologer's Cha- 
rater was verify d, as to his Country, Tribe, and 
Name. For Mahomet was the Son of Abdalla, who 
deſcended from the Bani Aſchim, who were the fe- 
bleſt Family in the Tribe of the Corei's. Who can 
expreſs her Sentiments, when ſhe ſaw the beautiful 
Youth making his firſt Addreſſes to her as an humble 
Slave, whom ſhe believed Heaven had ordain'd for the 
Partner of her Bed! With what a Grace and becom- 
mg Modefty did he receive the laſt Inſtructions and 
Farewel of his parting Uncle! However, ſhe conceal d 
her Tranſports, and tent her beloved Slave with a Ca- 
7a7an into Syria, allowing him a noble Pen/zon, 


In that Journey there happen d ſomething very re. 
markable in Honour of the admirable young Man, 


For at a certain Place on the Road, as he waitcd on 
the Captain of the Caravan to a Synagogue of the 


Fes, no ſooner had Mahomet ſet his Foot o'er the 


Threſhold of the Synagogue, but all the Lamps there- 
in were looſen'd from their Chains, and fell down on 
the Floor. All thoſe of thy Nation that were preſent, 
being aſtoniſhed at the portentous Accident, fell ar the 
Feet of the Rabbiet, deſiring their Advice in tius 
zmazing Circumſtance, They having perform'd the 


accuſtom'd Ceremenies and Expiations, anſwer'd, « It 


*« is revealed in the Traditions of the Seniors, That 


cc at what Time ſoever an Arabian called Mabamet, 


1 ſhall be preſent at our Solemnities, Gop ſhall re- 
„ move the Candleſticks out of their Place. It is 
«« therefore moſt certain, that ſuch a one is now 
* among us; let him not eſcape our Hands, leſt Re- 


a proven and Contempt come on /raeh” But be- 
ho 


d, whillt they were buſy in ſearching for the Cauſe 
of this Prodigy, two Angels convey'd Mabomei to 
Megca, where he ſoon after married Cadiſab. 


- 


LY 
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It were eaſy to recount many more Miracles in the 
Life of the Prophet; ſuch as that of the Cloud over- 
ſhadowing him, the Eagle perching on his Head 
when he was allcep, the Trees and Stones proclaim- 
ing him the Apoſtle of God. And if we were to 
make Parallels, I think the ſtupendous Deſcent which 
the Moon made at the Prayer of the divine Meſſenger, 
comes not far ſhort of the celebrated Diſorder on 
Mount Sinai, when your Law was delivered by 
. 5 TOS oh 
If thou requireſt undoubted Teſtimonies for Truth 
of this Miracle on our Side, offer ſomething that is 
unqueſtionable on thy own, We both equally con- 
fide in the different Records of our Nations, which 
were penn'd by Men as liable to Temptations and 
Errors of all Sorts, as thou and I and all that believe 
what they write. Therefore unleſs thou can'ſt ſtart 
ſome more infallible Authority to prove the eternal 
and univerſal Obligations of your Law, than I can to 
the contrary, thou lieſt under a manifeſt Diſadvantage; 
ſince I profeſs with our holy Prophet and all the NA 
ſulmans, that the Alcoras contains nothing repug- 
nant to the Law of 1Mz/es, but is only a more perfect 
and compleat Idea of the divine Will: And that as 
Moſes was the Law-giver of the Sons of {/aac, ſo 
Mahomet was the Apolile of the Sons of Iſmael, and 
the Seal of all the Prophets, C 
Uſe thy own Reaſon, and neither be of no Religion, 
than in the Number of thoſe ro whom it ſhall be faid 
at the laſt Day, Drin#, ye Worſhippers of Oꝛair, an 
be damn'd fur euer. „ | 


Paris, 102þ of the gtb Won, 
ef the Year 1657. | 
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LETTER XXI. 
_ To Dichicu Huſſein, Baſſa. 
HERE has been a mit bey Quarel of late be- 


tween the French and Spaniſh Embaſſadors at 
the Hague, about Precedency. The Occaſion was this, 


one Evening the French Embaſſador was riding in 


a Coach, in a Place where the Spaniſh Embaſſador met 
him in another Coach, and both ſtriving for the up- 
per Hand, they met with their Horſes Heads one 
againſt another, and ſo ſtood full, There was pre- 
ſently a Tumult of Pecple gather'd about them: And 
the French being more reſpected, many Gentlemen 
came in to his Side with Swords and Piſtols; and all 
Things ſecm'd to portend a Combat. But the Magi- 
frates having notice of this Diſturbance, ſent ſome of 
the Guards to kecp the Peace and to defend the Embaſ- 
ſadors from any Attempts of the Rabble, In the mean 
while, ſeyeral Great Lords walk d to and fro between 
the Embaſſadors, propoſing Expedients of Accommo- 
dation: But it being at the very Juncture when 
the French Embaſſador had reccrved the News of the 
Surrender of Montmeli, he would not in the leaſt yield 
to any Terms. So that at the laſt the Spaniard was 
| forced to drive out of the Way, thinking it a Matter 
of ſufficient Triumph, that he had ſtop d the French 
Embaſfador fo long. 5 

I) )here is a Poſt come in from Denmark, which brings 


Neu's of the total Deſtruction of 1tzchow by Fire. 


This was a Town belonging to the Danes, and was 
fir d by the King of Sweden's Order. The Danes are 
very unfortunate of late Years ; they make no Figure 


in Europe. There is a Period fet to the Grandeur 


of every Kingdom and State, and the Danes were 
once very victorious and formidable; but now their 
Monerchy declines apace, to make Way for the riſing 
Luſire of the Seder. 1 - 


e tw os 


. 
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By Sea the Dunkirters make a great Noiſe: They 
have lately taken from the French twenty Merchant 
Veſſels, and from the Eugliſ near half that Number. 
Bur if they have not better Fortune than their Neigh- 
bours, the French will take their City from them e'cr 
long. Every Campaign makes a fair Advance toward 
it. I ſent an Account already to the Kaimarhan of 
the Surrender of Montmeli, one of the moſt important 
Places in Chriſtendom. Now I acquaint thee, that 
S. Fenant, which has not fo great a Character, yet 
conſiderable enough, yielded upon Articles, This was 
done on the 2 8th of the laft Moon. At this Rate the 
_ French Prieſts will have little elſe to do, but to ſing 
Te Deum for their repeated Succeſſes and Victories, 
From Portugal we hear, that Court, to fecure them- 
ſelves the better againſt the Spaniards have ſent to im- 
plore the Aſſiſtance of Morocco and Fez, which is 
much cenſur'd among the Nazarenes, Others, ſay 
they are only Meſſengers, gone to buy up all the 
Horſes they can get in that Country, 0 
In the mean while the King of France is takin 
all the politick Meaſures he can, for the Empire of 
the Weſt. His Embaſſedors in Germany appear with 
a magnificent Train of Three hundred Men, and 
they Tile their Maſter, His mot Chriſtian Majeſty, 
King of France and Navarre, Sovereign Prince in 
Germany and Italy; which laſt is loo d upon as a 
fair Step to the T ule of Emperor. = 
The Counſcls of the German Court are not a little 
diſturbꝰd to hear that our invincible Forces are approach- 
mg towards the Confines of Hungary. It will put 
ſome ſtop to the deſignꝰd Election. Beſides, they can- 
not agree among themſelves about a Svcceſſor, 
The Queen Chriſtina of Sweden is come back again 
into this Kingdom, being frighted out of Italy a ſecond 
r Ie, by Return of the Plague. Lo | 


There 


- 
hs 
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There is a War commenc'd between the City of 
Munſter and the Biſhop of that Place; ſo that he has 
laid a formal Siege to it, and preſſes them very cloſe. 

All this is of no ſuch Importance as the News that I 
receive from Coxſtantinople, which aſſures me, that the 

 Muſfſulmans have retaken the Iſles of Tenedos and 
Lemnos, tho with ſome Loſs of Men. IS 
I wiſh they could as eaſily drive the Venetians our 
of the Archipelago, and then the Imperial City would 
have no longer Reaſon to complain for Want of 
Bread. | f 
Paris, 10th of the 9th Moon, 
"of the Tear 165% * © iff 


— — 


LETTER XXII. 
To Dgnet Oglou. 


FF Know not what's the Matter, but moſt of my 
| Friends are of late grown ſtrange to me, They 
1 write but ſeldom, and then their Letters are full of 
N RNeſerves, as if they ſuſpected my Integrity: Or, 
| becauſe that J am commanded to inform the Di- 
van of all criminal Practiſes, therefore they are 
| | afraid to communicate their Sentiments with the 
| fame Freedom as formerly; tho on Themes no ways 
1 belonging to the State, but purely ſpeculative, and 
the common Diſcourſe of all ſenſible Men. Are 
you become more moroſe and rigid at Conftantinep/s 
than you were twenty Years ago? In thoſe Days, 
I remember it was common in the publick Coffee- 
Hans for Mufſulmans, Greeks, Curds, and Franks, or 
Men of any other Religion, to meet together and 
vent their Thoughts with Liberty: No Man being 
willing to be fligmatiz'd with the Character of A 
Clown for taking Offence at another's Faith, tho, 
different from his own. | 1 
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It was then eſteemed a Point of Gallantry, to fa- 
vour the Chriſtians of all Secs, and let them talk and 
act as they pleaſed, provided they blaſphemed not 
Gop, or his Prophets. And they themſelves would 
have condemned any of their own Party, who ſhould 
have beeen guilty of ſuch an Immorality and Aﬀeont 
to the eſtabliſhed Religion of the Muſulmans, and 
the general Senſe of Mankind. Foo 
But why then is the ſame Liberty retrenched now, 
and that among Mu//4/mans who are intimate Friends? 
Is it not now as lawful for us to converſe with one 
another by Letter, or any other Way, as it was then 
to enter into Dialogues with Infidels ? I would not 
encourage nor imitate the bold and prophane Ef- 
forts of their Wit, who deny the Being of a Gop, 
or utter Blaſphemies againſt his Meſſenger : The 
whole Univerſe is an irrefragable Teſtimony of an 
Eternal and Omnipotent Nature: And the Alcoran 
is an evident Proof of the Sanctity and indiſpenſable 
Commiſſion of our holy Law-giver, But I hope it is 
no Crime, to enter into Speculations of Things liable 
to Controverſy, . At leaſt, I will venture to diſcloſe 
to thee my Thoughts, who art the moſt agreeable 
of all my Friends. I tell thee, my dear Dgzef, it 
appears to me ridiculous, and like the Quarrels of 
Children, for Muſſulmans to wrangle about mere 
Trifles in Religion, and that the reſigned to Goo 
ſhould be zealous for the Whimſies of Men. One 
Party believes the A/coran is Eternal, another ſays 
tis Created. In my Opinion, they are both abſurd 
Aſſertions. The firſt, becauſe then it will follow 
that there are more Eternals than One, which is 
2 fair Step to Polytheiſin and Idolatry: The ſecond 
s only an Impropriety of Speech ; for we do not 
uſually ſay of any Writing, that it is Created but 
Penned. „ . . 
I can eaſily believe the manifold Deſcents of Ga- 
briel from Heaven, when he brought down the 
| 33% pl con wwly os Hundred 
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Hundred and four Sheets of Science and Faith. But 
whether Adam had only ten of theſe Sheets, or one 
and twenty as ſome ſay; or whether his Son Seth 
had but twenty nine of them, or fifty according to 
others, is not material according to my Faith. It is 
poſſible Edris had no more nor leſs than thirty, and 
Abrahim our Father, juſt ten of thefe divine Manu- 
ſcripts. Of theſe we are ſure, that the Volume of the 
Law was ſent to Mo/es, the Pſalms to David, the 
Goſpel to Feſus the Son of Mary, and the mighty 
Altoran to Mahomet the Seal of the Prophets. 


It is eaſy for me to believe the Ce/etial Pen with 


which all theſe Manuſcripts were written, to be of 
ſome admirable Subſtance, But why it ſhould be 
made of Pearl, rather than of Diamonds, or any 
other Jewels, I ſee no Reaſon ; or that it fnhould be a 
Journey of Fifty Yers, for the ſwifteſt Horſe in Ara- 
bia to run from one End of it to the other. Vet if I 
have not Faith enough for theſe Things, Iwill not 


be angry with thoſe that have. Let every May enjoy | 


his Fancy . 
But | cannot be ſo indiſſerent, when J hear Men 
tell me, that God has a Body like ours, with Eyes, 
Ears, Noſe, Hands, Tongue, and all other Mem- 
bers and Organs of Life, Senſe, Speech and Motion; 
that he is ſubject to Paſſions of Love, Hatred, Anger, 
Grief, and all the Affections that are common to 
Mortals. Yet thou knoweſt there is a Sc of Ma ſul- 
mans, who believe all this, and preach it to others 
with great Aſſurance. What is this, but to ſet up 
an Idol in the [lace of Gop ? For the Original of 
all Idolatry was the vain Preſumption of Men, who 
repreſented the incomprehenſible Divinity, under ſome 
uncommon viſible Figure of Men or Beaſts, 

If we muſt aſſign a Body to God, it would ſcem 
more rational to adhere to their Opinion amonp 
the Sephatim, who ſay his Body is Infinite, Uncir- 
curſeribed, and beyond all Fonn. Neither is it of 

EY DE | any 
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any Import, that the Veffern Philoſophers aſſert, Ie is 
of the Eſſence of all Bodies to be Circumſcrib'd and 
Finite. Since though this may be readily granted 
true of particular Bodies, yet muſt it ever be deny'd 
of the immenſe and univerſal Body out of which the 
World is form'd : unleſs they will allow it unlimited 
and interminate unbody'd Space, which is more un- 
intelligible and abſurd, Doubtleſs, if the Eternal 
Mind has a Body, tis expanded wide as the endleſs 
Ether, and equally preſent in all Places: Neither 
can this Body bo any more circumſcrib'd, confined, 
or ſhut up in any Place, than the Light of the Sun 
can be reftrain'd within a Room, or ſeparated from 
its Source by drawing of a Curtain. For all the World 
is pervious to this infinite Body, which 1s altogether 
indiviſible into Parte, even as that which we call a 


Spirit, In a Word, we muſt conceive it to be ſimple 0 \ 
and uncompounded, the fineſt and faireſt Matter of Wk 
the Univerſe. = 1 1 11 
But if thou wilt have my Opinion, all this is in- 1 
finitely too low and narrow an Idea of chat eternal = 
and moſt exalted Eſſence, that intellectual Beauty, % 
which no mortal Eye has ſeen, no Tongue nor Pen 79 
can deſcribe; the ſmalleſt Glimpſe of whole ineffa- 41: 
ble Majeſty, falling on the Thoughts of holy Men and NY 
Prophets, ſaatch away their Souls in ſacred Paſſi- 4 
ons and divine Ecſtaſies, whilſt their Bodies are in 5 N. 
the Cuſtody of the Angel of Death, At ſuch Times 4 
they are carried up through the Seren Heavens, be- 1 
holding all the Wonders, and the Pxrple Sea which 11 
divides the fir/# Heaven from the Second. They paſs FN 
by the Orbs, where Fire, Hail, Snow and Thun- 8 
der are prepar'd, and kept in Reſervatories apainſt 1 
the Day of Calamity; being guarded by Spirits 1. 
of Vengeance, who are created to puniſh Infi- 14 
dels, Then they aſcend to the Fourth Heaven, 6K 
where dwell innumerable Armies of Holy Ones, 14 
Next to the Fb, where are the Angels of Inter- 1 
” | . ceſſion 1 


250 Frama a. p. 


ceſton. Then to the Sixth, which is the Reſidence 
of Arch-Angels, the Internuncio's or Meſſengers of 
the Eternal Majeſty. And laſt of all they are intro- 
duced into the Preſence of the moſt ſublime Poten. 
tates and Principalit ies, who wait before the Receſs 
of the Creator in the Heavens above all Heavens, 
whoſe Height tranſcends the Power of eternal Intel- 
c in: 

O Dgne?, when T have faid all Jean, tis nothing 
to the Purpoſe ! For no Words nor Thoughts can reach 
that Infinite above all Infinity. Nothing but pure 
unbodied Minds can have Acceſs to the Skirts and 
Borders of that endleſs Region of Light. | 


_  Therefote let us not ſtreech our vain Tmapinations, 


nor greedily pry into thoſe Secrets which for ever fly 
from human Thought: Bur keeping ourſelves within 
the Bounds of Reafon and Sobriety, let us adore Gop 
and believe his Prophet, obey the Law of Cleanncſs 


and Purity without injuring Man or Beaſt ; and that's 


the Way, if there be any, to aſcend to the Viſion 
and Enjoyment of that Happincſs, which at preſent is 
hid from us. 1 = 8 


Paris, 57h of the 11th Noon, 
/ the Year 1657. 


ated 


LETTER XM. 
To the Aga of the Janizaries. 


CE 


I Received the Diſpatch coming from valorous Hands, 
an Expreſs perfum'd with Narciſſus, full of honour- 
able Words, and exhibiting a Command worthy of an 
Ottoman General. May the Angel of Fortitude con- 
duct thee in all thy Expeditions againſt Infidels, Rebels 
and Hexeticks, | | 


. Thy 


4 £ 
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' Thy Conceptions of the preſent State of Eurofe 
are very proper and lively: Vet in fome Things tis 


poſſible thou haſt been miſinformed. The Affairs of 
Italy are inconſiderable, when compared with the 
more important ars of the North That Quarter 


is at preſent the Theatre of the moſt remarkable Acti- 
ons; yet the Campaigns in Flanders this Year have 
made ſome Noiſe in the World. 5 5 
But all the Diſcourſe at preſent ie, of the famous 
Siege, and taking of Frederick-Ode by the Swedes, 
This is a Fortreſs belonging to the King of Denmark, 
and eſteemed one of the ſtrongeſt in Zurope. Yet 
it was taken by Storm; wherein the Danes loſt 
Ninety three principal Officers, and about Three 


Thouſand common Soldiers; Thirty three Colours; 


Seventy ſeven great Guns of Tron and Braſs ; Three 
hundred and eighty two Barrels of Powder ; Forty 
thouſand Muſquet Bullets; Six hundred Granado's ; 
Three thouſand Pikes, and Two thouſand two hun- 
dred Suits of Armour. 55 1 
This Victory makes the Syedes appear terrible to 
their Enemies; and they are looked upon as the only 
flouriſhing Nation in the North, as France is in the 
Weſt. Yet to ſhew that there's no unmix'd Happineſs 
here below, their Intereſt has been much leflen'd by 
the Deſertion of the Brandenburghers, who now ſeem 
to favour the Cauſe of King Ca/imir. OY 

That Monarch had an Interview lately with the 
Elector of Brandenburgh, at a Place call'd Broomberg ; 
where they embraced one another, banquetted. toge- 
ther, and buried all the Memoirs of Enmity in genes 
rous Compotations : For this is the Way of the Nor- 
thern Princes of Europe, who live in ſo cold a Cli- 
mate, that nothing leſs than a Debauch of Wine can 


thaw their frozen Souls, and melt them into an obli- 


ging Humour. | 1 0 | 
As for the State of England, JI perceive thou 


know'ſt the Character of Oliver, the new ee 


— 
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of that Commonwealth. 
that he begins to change his Temper. There are 
Perſons in his Court, who give conſtant Intelligence 
to the King of France of all his Secrets. And as the 
exiled King of Scots could not ſnuff a Candle in a 
Paſſion, but that Uſurper had Knowledge of it; ſo 
neither can O/iver have a Dyeam, but ſome ſpight. 
ful Mercury carries the News into Foreign Countries, 
His Sleep is interrupted with fearful Yz#ons of Plot. 
and Treaſons againſt his Life; which makes him 
change his Bed five or ſix times a Night, They ſay 
he is metamorphos'd from a Hero to a perfect Cow- 
ard. And this is not the Report of the Multitude, 
who take Things upon Truſt; but it is the Sport of 
the French Grandees, who wiſh well to the Son of the 
late murther d Erg/iſh King. 


I muſt be irregular in my Method of Writing, that 


I may oblige thee with military Remarks. A more 
particular Account of the Storm of Fredericks-Oc: 
15 juſt come to my Hands, wherein we are aſſured, 


that it was taken at the firſt Aſſault, which much re- 


dounds to to the Honour of General IFrangle ; ard 

that the Crown Marſhal of Denmark, with many 

Senators and Grandes, fell by the Edge of thc 

' Sword ;, and that Two thovſand Captives were driven 
yok d in Couples like Beaſts, as an Augmentation 

of the Conqueror's Triumph. 

I hhou wilt not be diſpleaſed at the little Coherence 
aud Order of theſe Memoirs, conſidering that it ſuns 
well enough with the Su4je ; for I write a la Cam- 

pagne as the French (ay, and fo am oblig'd to en- 

tertain thee with broken Detachments of News, trom 
ſeveral Parts, as Occaſion offers. | 

The -paniards are ſtark mad, for the Loſs of 
 Mardike, which was taken by the Exgliſb and French 
in the 9th Maon, and all the Garrifon ſent Prifoncrs 
to Calais. They ſwear they will have this impor- 
tant Place again, whatever it coſt them, The Print 

| 01 


Yet I can inform gthee, 
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of Conde hes dangerouſly G ck of a Fever at Gant : 
Whil Den John of Auſtria, labours under a Malady 


of anotner Nature, being much diſtre(s'd for Want of 


Money to pay his Soldiers. This is look'd upon as a 
very bad Symptom i in a General of an Army. 

The great City Cracoto in Poland, is ſurrendered 
by the Szwedes to King Cafi mir. "That Monarch be- 

ins to find a Turn of his Affairs; and it is thought 
he will draw half the Princes of Europe into a League 
againſt the King of Swelen. 

It will be of no great Importance for cee to know, 
that the Siege of Munfler is ratsd, and a Peace con- 
cluded between that City and their Biſhop : Vet it 
je convenient, that this ſhould be related to the Mi- 
niſters of the Di van, who are the Judges of human 
Events. Beſides, in one of my Letters, I mentioned 
this Quarrel and Siege. 

Tluſtri>us Aga, J have obey' d thy Commands, in 
ſending thee an Abſtract of ail the moſt remarkable 


Tranſactions in Europe, during the laſt three or four 


Moons. T wiſh "twere as agreeable to any of my Friends 
to ſend me the News of our Armies and Navy. 

But Jam more obliged to Strangers and Infidels, 
for the Intelligence J have of the O2te-ran Affairs 
than to any of the True Believers 

Brave Commonder, may God preferve thee from 


the common Viees of 4 Soldicr's Life, and niake thee 


as renown'd as Caſſi vt Hali, win was preſent in 25 


puch'd Battles, received 43 Wounds, and yet lived 


to the 63d Year of lus Age. 


Paris, 27th of the 12th Myon, 
of the Year 1657. 


The End of the T hird Book. | 
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LETTERS 


Si Wear by a vines 
SPY at PARIS. 


"YON. 
— OOK IV. 


LETTER I. 


To Cara Hali, Phyſician 70 the Grand 


Seignior. 


— 
$ + 


of the Porte, carry News of Wars, 
Sieges, and Battles among the Chri- 
ſtians. Now VII tell thee, who art 
my Friend, I'm at War with myſelf ; One potent 
Paſſion rakes the Field againſt another ; N 
Armies of Aﬀections are embattled in my Breaſt 

My Heart s'block'd up: Here lies Intereſt entrench'd; 


There, Honour diſplays its Standard. One Minute, 
| | | Natuie 
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Nature and Self. Preſervation made a Sally; ; the next, 
they are beat back by Generoſity and Love. The 
worſt of it is, that theſe contrary Factions in the Soul, 
are ſo blended together by a ſecret Correſpondence, 
that it is almolt impoſſible to diſcern which is 
which. 

Would'ſ thou know what the meaning of this is? 
I'll tell thee in Brief; I'm in a Controverſy with y ; 
ſclf,, whether I'd belt die or live. 

Wonder not at the Expreſſion, as if *twere in 
any Man's Power to make this Choice; fince ac- 
cording to the Muſſulmans Fatih, we cannot haſten | 
or retard the Moments decreed by Fate. Aſſuredly 
Predeftination does not in the leaſt interfere with 
what is called Man's Freeewill, Every the moſt o 
luntary Action of our Lives complies as exactly with 
the Appointment of eternal Deſtiny, as the acci- 
dental Fall of a Tile of a Houſe, or the more regular 
and conſtant Deſcent of Rain, Snow and Hail, from 
the Clouds. And for ought I know, we may as 
properly call it the Free Will of a River to run toward 
the Sea, as for a Man to purſue the various Currents 
of his own Reaſon or Appetite, For fo a Fountain 
frequently divides itſelf into many. Streams, before 
it falls into the, Ocean, which is its Center, And. 
Man himſelf notwithſianding t the boaſted Freedom of 
his Will, is as much confin'd to act according to his. 
benciples, Prepoſleſſions, Prejudices, Paſſions and 
Habits, as the different Rivulets iſſunng from che 
| ſame 'Spri ing are reſtrained cach within the Banks of 
its proper Channel. | 
But not to entertain thee with more Allegories ; : 
both thou and I, and all en, find ourſelves violent. 
ly carry'd away by certain Inclinations fo, forcible 
as no Power of our Will is able to reſiſt: Some- 
times our Love, Hate, Joy, Gricf,” and ſo the Reſt 
of human Paſſions, arc as mvolunrary, as the Mo- 
| tons of our Pulſe. And — in the molt important 


Actions 
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Actions of our Lives, we generally form ſome re- 
gular Deſign, as their Scope and Center; yet we 
do many Things without Reflection as Muficians, 
are ſaid ſometimes to play excellent Tunes, without 
ſo much as regarding or thinking what they are about. 
By all which it is evident, that our Will has little to 
do in the Conduct of our Lives. We, like all other 


Creatures, ↄct according to certain ſecret Impulſes of 


Nature. The very ſame Faculty which we call Inſtinct 
in the Beaſts is no other than what we term Reaſon, 


iſdom, Knowledge, Diſcretion, and Forecaſt 1 


felves. And ] think it is no Soleciſm to ſay, That that 
was & prudent Dog, who perceiving his Maſter making 
ready a Rope to hang him, ſlily ſlipt away, and never 
came ncar him more. | | 
Suffer me to make yet a farther Digreſſion, and 
aſcribe it to Fate. For I'm on à ſudden ſtrangely in- 
terrupted in my Thoughts, by a moſt furious Tempeſt , 
a Medly of Hail, Rain, Lightning and Thunder: 
And this laſt, though not over-noiſy and loud, yet it 


was the moſt ſingularly terrifying, that ever I heard 


ia my Life. There is a Sort of Thunder which they 
call the Drum, becauſe it approaches near the Sound 


of that warlike Inſtrument, making a lively, fierce 


rumbling in the Air, like the Beat of an Alarm. 
There is another more ſurprizing, like the Roaring 
of Cannons ; But this had a Touch in it of the molt 
huſn, affrightning and irregular Noiſes that ever ſhook 
the Welkin, ' CCC 
I was poſſeſsd with a deep Melancholy, as ſoon 
as ] heard the horrid Clatter begin, and ſaw the Air 
darken apace, with a more than ordinary Gloomi- 
neſs: Then I felt ſome religious Paſſions ſtruggling 
with my Reaſon. I was full of Fears, leaſt CoD was 
angry with me, for niy counterfeited Life among 
the Chriſians: and imagined no leſs, than that 
this. Tempeſt was raiſed on purpoſe to deſtroy me; 
and make me an Example to all Muuiman-, wh 
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dare deny the holy Prophet, to ſerve the Intereſt of 
the Grand Seignior, as much a Mortal as themſelves, 

Or, at leaſt, 1 concluded I ſhould taſte my Share of 
the Wrath of Heaven at this cholerick Juncture. 
Nay, and all the Phi/o/ophy I could muſter together 
ſery*d but to raiſe my diſmal Expectations of the 
Fatal Blaſt. For I could not avoid thinking, that 
a wicked Man is a Magnet which naturally attracts 
the Vengeance of Heaven : And that I being ſuch in 
the higheſt Degree, could not fail of having my 
Soul ſcorch'd up at once to nothing, or meramor- 
phojed to a Fury (which is worte) by tome ſurprizing 
and inevitable F/a/p, For to paſs from this Life by 
Lightning, Poiſon, or an Earthquake, are the only 
Dcaths 1 fear. e ; 

I fell on my Knees and Face, addreſſing my ſelf 
to God with the moſt humble and fervent Devo- 
don I was capable of. I made my Application alſo ta 

tis Prophets. I ſaid and did all that 1 thouglit 

would procure à Reſpite of the Puniſhment I fear'd. 
At length, being tired and lick of too much Preyer, 
1 roſe and ſar down chearfully, remembring I was 
a Myfſulman, and reſign'd to the Will of Deſtiny. 

Conſidering aifo that I was an Arabian, of a no 
ble Stock, I reſolved, if I muſt die, to prepare my 
{lt with a Moderation worthy of my Blood, that 
fol might go to the {nvijibles like the Grandſon of 
Lat Eur. 

Perhaps thou wilt impute this to Vanity: But [ 
ellecm n a Point of Juſtice, for a Man to take care 
that he may live and die like himſelf, without dege- 


nerating from the Vertue of his Anceſtors, or bring- 


ing a Difgrace on the Tribe to which he belongs: 
For though CoD has created all Men of the fame 


Mould, yet he has diſtinguiſned one Family from 


another, by ir re than /pecifick Characters imprint: 
ed on them n their Natioity. And has ennobled 
tome Mortal with pecular Qualities and innate 
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perſections which others are wholly Strangers to. 80 


there are others remarkable for Hereditary Vices. 


Whether theſe Things depend on the Blood, or on 
the different Circumſtances of Souls before they came 
into theſe Bodies, is a Queſtion not ſoon reſolved : 
Bur this I'm ſure of, that I find in myſelf both ſome 
Virtues and Vices, which I could never yet diſcover 
ſo odly blended together in any other Mortal. I'm 
always campaigning on the Frontiers of Good and 


Evil; yet my Paſſions are not mercenary : No Price 


can tempt me to Treaſon or Perfidy, T am Maſter of 
a certain Faſtneſs of Spirit, which no human Charm 
is able to diſmantle. My Integrity cannot be warpd 


by Gold : And 'tis for this Reaſon I a little value 


myſelf: Which makes me ſometimes inclin'd rather 
bravely to ſally forth into the unknown World, than 
tarry in this, where I meet with nothing but Contempt 
and Diſeſteem from the Slaves of him, for whoſe Sake 
J bear the Fatigue of Life, Surely, think I, where- 
ever it be my Lot to go, after iny Eſcape from this 


mortal Stage, the Spirits of that Region will be kind 


to me for the Sake of my incorrupuble Truſtinels ; 
{or they have Intrigues as well as we, and confequent- 
ly, will be glad of faithful Agents. 

In a Word, ſince all my Zeal and Loyalty is thought 
not to merit any Reward in this Life; I would fan 
try, whether at leaſt I may not deſerve to be a Ghot! 
of Honour, if there be any ſuch Diſtinctions in that 


World of Spirits, 


Paris, 27th of the 12th Moon, 
of the Year 1657. 
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L EL+t-S ihe 
To Muſtapha, Baſſa. 


Shall acquaint thee with a late Tranſaction in 

this Kingdom, which I beheve has but few Ex- 
amples. The Kaimachar has already receiv'd a Diſ- 
patch from me, wherein I ſignify'd the Return of 
Chriſtina Queen of Sweden into France : This Prin- 
ceſs, ſince her Arrival at Fontainbleau, having diſco- 
red ſome ſecret Treachery in one of her Retinue, 
who was an Italian Marquis, pronounced a formal 


Sentence of Death on him: Which was accordingly 


executed on the 10th Day of the 11th Moon, by her 


| own Officers, in a Gallery of her Palace, after he 
| had been warn'd of it by her expreſs Order, and 
had a Confellor ſent to him to prepare him for another 
World. 


When this was done, ſhe immediately ſent a Mes- 


ſenger to acquaint the French King with this Action, 
and the Reatons which induced her to it. Some of 
the Conrtiers at firſt perſuaded him, that the Queen's 


Proceedings entrench'd on his Royal Prerogative, he 
being the tole Arbiter of Life and Death within his 
| own Dominions : Whereupon Monſieur de Chaunut 
was ſent to expoſtulate with her. I have formerly 
mentioned this Perſon in ſome of my Letters, when 
he was Ambaſſador from this Court to Queen Chri- 
ina, then reigning in Sweden. He is a Gentleman 
of great Abilities : And for that Reaſon he has been 
employ” d in the moſt difficult Negotiations with tlie 

States of Holland, and other Countries. 

Yet People cenſure variouſly ; and the Caſe has 


deen referr'd to the Doctors of the Civil Law, who 


4 
| - pronoun 'd this Sentence in her Favour, That being 


5 independent Severeign, and Paving the King of 
L 2 France's 
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France's Permiſſion to reſide in this Realm, the Right; 
of Sovereignty could not be deny d her over her ow} 
Subjects: Such are to be eſtcem'd all that are in her 


Service and take her Pay, except the Subjects of the 


State where ſhe reſi des. 

The ſwift Exccution of this Queen's Sentence on 
her Servant, in Part refembles the Rigour of our 
Eaftern Fuſtice, which admits of no Delays in pu- 
niſhing of criminal Perſons, and removing Traitors 
out ot the Way; neither is it to be diverred by any 
Fears of After-claps. And though theſe Weſtern Mo- 
narchs generally put no Man to Death without a 
formal Proceſs at Law ; yet ſometimes they have leap'd 
over this Rule, and only given the Word of Cour 
mand to ſome of their Officers, and the Buſineſs was 
done: As in the Caſe of the Mar/hal de Anchre, and 
the Duke of Guiſe; the one falling by a Piſtol Buller, 
the other by the Stab of a Dagger; and both in the 
King's own Palace, ſurrounded with their Servant 


and Friends, And there was no other Way for the 
Crown of France to ſecure itſelf from the Attempts of 


theſe dangerous Men, who were grown to a ſuch! 


height, as to monarch it almoſt as much as thel 


— 
Mighty Baſſa, the Charms of Sovereignty are very 
ſtrong, creating Envy and Ambition in Subjects, and 
Jealouſy in Princes. It is not ſafe for an eminem 
Grandee to appear too popular. For he that is inveſted 
with a Diadem, can never brook a Rival, or one 
whom he has Reaſon to ſuſpect for ſuch. 


Paris, 15th of the 1/8 Moon, 
: of the Year 1658, 
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L E T T ER III. 
70 Muſtapha, Berber Aga. 


HE Spaniards are all diſſolv'd in Joy for the 
Birth of a young Prince and Heir of that the 
declining Monarchy, Lis ſaid that the King his Fa- 
ther appointed a ſolemn Feſtival throughout all his 
Dominions, commanding his Subjects to celebrate it 
with the moſt exalted Demonſtrations of Joy : And 
on that Day, he himſelf wore the Ranſom of Kings 
in his Apparel; the very Diamonds and Pearls in his 
Hat being valued at three Millions of Gold: Bywhich 
thou may ſt gueſs at the reſt, 5 
He has alſo communicated the joyful News to all 
Chriſtian Princes and States, his Friendsand Allies. And 
indeed he he has ſome Reaſon to make a Noiſe of this 
good Fortune, being an old Man, and in all Men's 
Opinion not likely to have any more Children, 
His Ambaſſadors in foreign Countries endeavour to 


Inutate their Prince in all Manner of magnificent Tri- 


umphs, and particularly from Holland we have the fol- 
lowing Account: That on a certain Day of this Moon 


of January, Don Stephano da Camara, the Spaniſo m- 


ballador at the Hague, caus d Te Deum to be ſung with 
excellent Voices and Muſick, whillt fifty Pieces of Ord- 
nance play d continually. At Night a hundred and fifty 
Pitch-Barrels were lighted on ſcyeral Scaffolds in the 


Streets, and all the Windows in the Hague were illumi- 


nated with Wax- tapers. And theſe Words were ſeen flat 


ing in an artificial Fire- work for two Hours together. 


ParVe, ut Magne PHIL Ippe. 
Proſpere proCeDe, & regna. 


need not explain this {n/cription to thee who art 


vers d in the Roman Language; and wilt find that all 
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the Salt of theſe Words lies in the Capital Letters 
reg at the Year wherein the young Prince was 
orn, ix. MDCLVII; except a little Pun upon his 


Name, which is Philip Proſper. On each Side appear- 
ed the Arms of the Spaniſh King; and underneath, 


the Golden Fleece fo artificially contriv'd, that from 
it ſprung Fountains of divers kinds of Wane, ar 


which the Multitude drank liberally for ſome Hours: 


Whilſt many new coin'd Pieces of Gold and Silver 
were ſcatter'd among them out of the Ambaſſador's 


Windows, They were ſtamp'd with an Olive-trec, 


having this Motto on one Side, 
Creſcente hac, Pax aurea creſcet, 


And on the other Side a Hand with this Inſcription 


in a Label, 
| Dabit Populis Patent. 


The French ridicule this Motto, and ſay, the King 


of Spain will, ere 1 8 deſerve the Title of Peace- 
maker, when he ſhall 


forced to ſue for it, not 
being in a Condition to carry on a War, 
IIuſtrious Officer, I know thou art well verſed in 
the Roman Hiſtories, having been educated under 
 Achmet Lala, who was a 3 Man. And 't; 
probable, thou art no Stranger to the more modern 
Relations of Europe, and the diverſe Characters of 
the People that inhabit it. Yet give me Leave to tel! 
thee, that Rome in all its victorious Bravery, never 
ſaw firmer Soldiers in a Battle, than the Spaniards 
are at this Day ; but the French have finer Wits, 
more Money, and better Fortune; and 'tis this 
makes them inſult. Beſides, Deſtiny over-rulcs all 
Things. Every Kingdom and Empire has its Cli- 


 macters, wherein it droops, declines, and at the 


grand critical Period falls to Ruin. 


The Greets had Money enough when the great | 
Sultan Mahomet beſieged Conſtantinople ; But they] 
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had not Wit co uſe it for their own Preſervation ; and 
ſo that City, the laſt conſiderable Stake of the Empir 22 
was loſt to the Ottomans, who ſoon after became Ma- 
ſters of all the reſt. | 

Thou haſt Wealth in abundance, and Diſcretion to 
manage it: Slip no Opportunities, but remember the 
old Arabian Proverb, which ſays, God has given 
whole Days to the Fertunate, but to 25 e bs 


affords only ſome Hours. 


Paris, 17th of the 1 Moon, 
of the wo 1657. 


— 


LETTER IV. 


To peſteli-Hali, his Brother, Maſter of 
the Grand dSeigntor s Cuſtoms as 
Conſtantinople. 


Remember my Promiſe, though it be te. Thou 

kow*ſt I have many Hindrances, and therefore 
wilt not tax me with teigning an Excule. However, 
thy Letter came to me in a good Hour, to put 
me in Mind of theſe Things, and to enquire of our 
Mother's Health, who {ill reſides in this City. 

I have ſaid nothing of her ſince my firſt Letter after 
her Arrival at Paris. And to tell thee the Truth, ſhe 
has ſaid little herſelf, being ignorant of the Fr ench 
Tongue, and too old to learn it. Therefore her chief 


Converſation has been with Eliachim and me above 


theſe three Years : For that Fero ſpeaks indifferent 
good Turkiſh and Arabich, 

If thou would'ſt know how ſhe has ſpent her 
Time, tis divided between her Devotions and 
her Needle. She lives more Recluſe than a Chri- 
ſuan Nun; ſeldom or never ſtirring abroad, un- 

„ lets 
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leſs to take the Air of the Fields, and then ſhut up in 


a Coach with her Maid. In a Word, her Manner of 
Living is a fit Example for the French Women : For 
in all Things ſhe obſerves the Laws and ker Education, 
and the modeſt Cy/torms of the Eaſt. 

No Argument can perſuade hcr to change her 
Grecian Garb, or dreſs herſelf after the looſe Mode 
of NMeſternu Females. Neither will ſhe eat or drink 
any where, but in the Houſe of E/iachim, for fear of 
infringing the Precepts of the Alcorax, and diſobey- 
ing the Meſlenger of Gop : For ſhe eſteems the Diet 
of the Fes pure, and free from Pollution. In her 
pious and motherly Zeal, ſhe rebukes me for cating 
and drinking with Tnfidets : And I've nothing to fay 
in my Defence, but the Neceſſity I lie under of pre- 
venting Suſpicion, that ſo I may ſerve the Sultan 
with greater Succeſs, and that I have the Mujt:'s 
Diſpenſation for this and many more Irrepularitics, 
When ſhe hears this, ſhe lifts up her Eyes to Heaven, 

hays her Hand upon her Breaſt, and appears refign'd : 
Yet ſhakes her Head, and ſeems to pity my Cafe; 

not without ſome Reficctions on the Corruption of 
ide Times, the Impicty of the Serag/io, and Want of 

Zeal for the holy Prophet. 

She has her Health to a Miracle: And, excepting 
the firſt two Moons aſter ſhe came to Paris, I never 


heard her complain of the leaſt Indiſpoſition. Tis 


poſſible, the Change of Air, with the Inconveniences 
of Travelling fo far by Sea and Land, might incom- 
mode her at firſt. She was for a while troubled with 
Rheums, Obſtructions, and a Dyſentery: But ſhe ſoon 


overcame theſe Diltempers, and has eyer fi nce been | 


perfectly w ell. 


We often diſcourſe together of thee, and thy 


L ravels in the Eat. Sometimes I read part of thy 
Fournal to her, which affords her infinite Delight. 
| She congratulates herſelf, and thy good Fortune 
in eſcaping ſo many Perils and Deaths, as every 


Where 
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where threaten a Stranger : And takes a particular 
Delight to hear thy Adventures with the Indian Lady, 
at the Court of Raja Hulacu. Thou may'ſt be aſſur'd, 

our Mother bears 8 ſingular Affection to thee; for 
we never mect without withing thee in our Compa- 
ny. She rejoices mightily to hear of thy Protperity 
and Advancement in the Favour of the Grand Seigvior, 

and his principal Miniſters; wiſhing thee every Day a 
new Step of Honour and Intereſt. Thou may'ſt alſo 
reſt ſatisfied that Mahmut comes not ſhort of the Af- 
ſection he owes to ſuch a Brother. 

At other Times we talk of our Couſin 17/2uf, who 
is now in the frozen Regions of the North. His iti- 
nerary Memoirs are alſo very pleaſant; and we paſs 
ſome Hours in reading and comparing them with the 
Diſpatches which 1 frequently receive from Mehemet 
an exild Eunuch in Egypt: For I/ouf is more large in 
his Deſcription of that Country, and has Remar on 
his Antiquities, than on any other Part of Africa. Yet 
he ſays enough of all that Southern Quarter. 

As to what J promis'd to inform thee concern- 
ing the Pyramids, Mummics, and other Singularities 
of Egypt, know that our Kinſman Jef 18 a great 
Critich, and gives the Lye to Herodotus, 8 
Strabo, Pliny and other Writers of Greece and Rome, 
Neither will he confent in all Things to our Arabian 
Hiſtories. 

He ſays, the Pyramids a are neither ſo high, 1 nor does 
their Baſis take up fo much Ground, as is reported by 


the Antients, Helaughs at thoſe wk affirm they caſt 


no Shadows at Noon, having experienced the con- 
trary when the San was in Capricorn. And we may 
believe him in this, on good Ground: For it is re- 
corded of Tales Mileſeus, who liv'd above Two thou- 
ſand Years ago, that he took the Height of theſe Py- 
Tamids by their Shadows. 


Ls There 
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There are three of theſe admirable Structures not 
far from Caire, and about eighteen more in the De- 
farts of Lybia. It is generally ſuppoſed, that they 
were built for Sepulchres of the Egyptian Kings, ſome 


of them before the Flood, the reſt after. There are not 


wanting Hiftorians who aſſert the greateſt of the Py- 
ramids to be the Tomb of Seth, the Son of Adam. 

 Jjouf was within this mighty Fabrick, and attciis, 
that a ter he and his Company had deſcended and al- 
cended through certain Galleries, they came at laſt to 
a ſquare Chamber, wall'd about with pure Thebaick 
Marble; in the Middle of which was a Cheſt of 
the ſame Stone, which when ſtruck with the Foot, 
founded like a muſical Inftrument, It is believed 


that in this Cheſt was laid the Body of the King who 


built that Pyramid. 
The ancient Egyptians were of Opinion, that even 
after that which we call Death, or the Separation of 


the Soul and Body, there were certain Arts to retain 
em together; if not in ſo ſiri and intimate an Union 


as before, yet in a very familiar Correſpondence for 
many Apes. So that the Soul fhould always take de- 
light to hover about the Body, and to exerciſe its Fa- 
culties in the Place where that was repoſed. 
| For this Reaſon, in the firſt Place, they took out 
the Bowels, and whatſoever was moſt liable to Cor. 
ruption : And having waſh'd the empty Belly with 
Wine of Palms, mix d with aromatick Powders, they 
ſtuffed it with Myrrh, Caſſia, and many coſtly Con- 
fections, and then ſew'd it up. After this, they puri- 
fy'd the whole Body with Mitre; and having drawn 
out the Brains by the Noſtrils with a Hook, they 


fill'd up the Skull with melced Gums. And laſt of all, 
they ſwathed up the whole Body in Silk, ſmearing it 


over with rich Mixture of Bitumen, Spices and Gus, 
and ſo delivered it to the Kindred to be laid up in the 
Sepulchre. . 8 


Theſe 
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the Preſence of the Soul, by rendring the Body for 
ever ſweet and incorrup:ible. And that the Majeſty 
of Royal Ghoſts might never be interrupted or violated 
by the neighbourhood of vt Spirits, or the ruder 
Approach of Mortals; Kings built theſe magnificent 
Pres, as the Palaces of their /a/? Repoſe, Tis there- 
fore they were erected in deſart and unfrequented 
Places, and in ſuch a, Form as was eſteemed the moſt 
durable and ſecure from the Injuries of Time, the 
Aſſauks of the Elements, and from the common Fate 
of all human Enterprizes. Each Stone of a prodigious 
Bulk, and rivetted to the next with a Bar 
of Iron; which with the Strength and invincible 
Faſtneſs of the Cement, renders it a Thing impoſſi- 


ble for any one of theſe Pyramids to be demoliſhed, 


though all Mankind were ſet to Work for many ſuc- 
ceſſive Generations. | | | 


A! Mamun the Caliph of Babylon, attempted to do 
it, but in yain, For after he had ſet his Men to work, 


and bcen at vaſt Expences, they made but one ſmall 
Breach fo inconſiderable, that being made ſenſible it 
would exhauſt his Treaſures to remove but the hun- 
dredth Part of the Pyramid, he deſiſted, full of Won- 
der at the Wiſdom of the Founders. | 

If it be true, that the Soul may by ſuch Allure. 
ments. as theſe, be prevail'd on to remain with the 
Body in its Sepulchre, and that a Man's future Happi- 
neſs conſiſts in this, I ſhould myſelf admire and imi- 
tate thoſe Egyptian Sages, I would in my Lite-time 


build me a {ſmall Maſoleum, according to my Abili- 


ty, and order in my laſt Will and Teftlament, that my 
Body be embalm'd and condited for a perpetual Du- 
ration. But if none of theſe Arts can alter the De- 
crees of Deſtiny, or force an immortal Spirit from 


ranging where it pleaſes; I muſt conclude with 


Pliny, that this celebrated Wiſdom of the Egyp- 
41ans, was no other than glorious Follly, and all 
1 L 6 the 


Theſe were the Preparations they made to court 
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the Magnificence of their Kings in building ſuch coſtly 
Spart, but Royal Waſte 
They themſelves in thus cautiouſly providing to 
ſecure the Soul's Abode, with the Body after Death, 
tacitly own'd, That by the Courſe of Nature it 
would immediately paſs into ſome other, Nay the 
Tranſmigration of Souls was an eſtabliſh'd Doctrine 
in Egypt. How then could they be ſo blind as to 
imagine a dead Carcaſs, however perfum'd and fen- 
ced againſt Corruption, was more inviting than an 


Embris form'd to live? Or that it was more eligible | 


for the Soul to be impriſon'd in a dark Dungeon (for 


no better are the In tides of the Pyramids) than to 


enjoy the Light of the Sun, Men and Stars, and the 
various Sweets of the Elements? Brother, in my 
Opinion, twere better to be a Bird, a Worm, a 
Fly, or any living Thing, than to be thus immur'd for 
many Ages, and have no other Companion, but an old 
talred Mummie. 


Loi, has made ſome Remarks on the River Nile, 


do which he ſays Egypt owes not only its Corn and 
Fruits, but alſo the very Soil which brings 'em forth. 
For every Year, at the Time of Inundation, that 
River brings along with it from Atbiopia, or ſome 
other Regions through which it paſſes, abundance of 
Slime, and Mud, with which it covers all the 
Land of Egypt, leaving it behind at the Decreaſe of 
the Waters; ſo that the Soil of Egypt is borrowed 
from other Countrics. And if this be true, for ought 
we know, the Place of its Situation may be borrow- 
ed from the Sea, according to the Opinion of ſome 
antient Phyloſophers, _ | 
Hlierodotus, Pliny and others were of this Perſua- 
fron, grounding their Conjectures on the nearer Ap- 
proaches of the Continent to the land Pharos, from 
the Time of Homer, who exactly calculated its Di. 


fiance. And they concluded, that the immenſe 


Quantities of Slime which the Nile tranſports from 
| OE the 
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the mountainous Regions of Africa, might in the Space 
of two Miriads of Years have filled up all that Part of 
the Sea, which is now firm Land, and call'd Egypt. 

If this be true, it ſeems to be very ſtrange, that 
the Egyptians ſhould boaſt of greater Antiquity than 


any other Nation in the World, though their Country 
itſelf be the youngeſt of all the Regions on Earth, 


an abortive Spot of Ground, hatch'd by a River in 
the Depths of the Sea, and ever ſince cheriſhed by 
that River as by a Parent or Nurſe, which ceaſes not 
to convey to it yearly a convenient Proportion of Alt- 


ment, whereby the Country itſelf grows in Bulk, and 


the Inhabitants are maintain'd. O admirable Provi- 
dence of Nature, who can penctrate into thy myſte- 


rious Conduèt! O Egypt abounding in Prodigies and 
Wonders! Where the Land and Water, with all 
other Elements, conſpire to render thee all over mi- 


raculous. | 

Dear Peſeli, T am tranſported when ] think of that 
Region, and could relate a thouſand more Preſages, 
both out of 7/ouf's Memoirs, and from the Mouths 
of others, who have travell'd thither to obſerve ſo 


many Miracles. But I belicve, thy Patience will be 
ſutficiently tir d with the Length of this Letter. Be- 
ſides, my Mother is jult come to viſit me, and deſires 


me to recommend her unfeigned Affections to 
thee. | | 


Be aſſur d alſo that Mahmut loves thee with the 


Integrity of a Man and the Tenderneſs of a Bro- 
ther: And he ſerves thee in all Things without re- 
pining | | 


Paris, 17th of the 1/7 Moon, 
"of the Year 10668. 
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LETTER: Y. 
7 the Kaimacham. 


Fj HE Fenetians are very angry for the Loſs of Te- 
nedos; and not without Reaſon ; for that Iſland 
is a delicate Spot of Ground, abounding in rich Wines, 
and other Products of Nature: Beſides, it commands the 
Avenue of the Shining City, the Refuge of Mortals. 
They variouſly relate the Manner of its being taken 
from em, by the Arms which no earthly Power is able 
to reſiſt Endeavouring in all their Rumours, to diſ- 
guiſe the Truth as much as they can, and miſrepreſent 
the Bravery of the Ottomans ; that fo the Actions of 
their own Generals may make the greater Figure. 


Theſe Nagarenes have a bad Cauſe, and therefore 


are compelled- to make uſe of Shifts and Equivocations 
to ſupport it. They are quite degenerated from the In- 
tegrity of the Primitive Followers of Jeſus. InaWord. 
they make good the Character of the ancient Candiots; 
of whom a certain Poet ſays, they are thorough-pac'd 
Liars, rav'nous Beaſts, and gluttonous Drones. 
It is beliey'd in theſe Parts, that when the Yenet:- 
ans quitted the Iſland, they departed not without Re- 
venge, ſetting Fire to a Mine, and blowing up ſeveral 
Hundreds of Mahemetans into the Air. | 
However, they have for ever profcrib'd and excom- 
municated Girolamo Loredan and Giovanni Contarini, 
in whofe Cuſtody the chief Fortreſſes of the Itland were, 
accuſing them of Cowardiſe and Treachery : Offering 


alſo Two thouſand Srguins to any that ſeizes on them 


within the Dominions of Venice, and Three thouſand 
to hum that kills them in another Country. 
I know tis in the Power of the All- commanding 
Porte to protect theſe Exiles if they are within the 
Terr.torics of our Sovereign; much more, if obey 
| . le 
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ſhelter themſelves in that Sanctuary of the Diſtreſſed. 
But thou, and the other ſupreme Miniſters, are beſt able 
to judge whether theſe Iufidels merit ſo great a Favour, 

Perhaps their Cafe may be like that of Nadaſt, 
Governor of Buda, when Solyman the Magnificent be- 
ſieged that City For Nadaſt was a Man of invincible 
Courage and Fidelity, but was betray'd by the Soldi- 
ers, who bound him in Chains, and deliver'd up the 
City and Caſtle to the victorious Sultan. That brave 
Hero underſtanding their Treachery, and the Reſolu- 
tion of Nadaſt, ſer him at Liberty, and preſented him 
with noble Gifts 3 but commanded the perfidious Gar- 
riſon to be cut in Pieces; A due Reward of their Trea- 
ſon. For tho' Princes ofttn make uſe of Traytors to 
ſerve their own Deſigns; yet when the Work is done, 
they commonly purſue the hared Inftruments, with _ 
the Effects of a juſt Contempt and Indignation. 

Plutarch the Greek Hiſtorian, abounds with In- 
ftances of this Nature, ſo does Herodian and other 
Roman Authors. But no Example of Puniſhment in 
this Kind ſeems ſo proportionate, regular and ingeni- 
ous as that which Brennus King of the Gau/s cauſed to 
be inflicted on a Virgin of Epheſus, who when he 
beſieged that City, promiſed to deliver it into his 
Hands, on Condition that his Soldiers would beſtow 
on her all the Ornaments of Gold, which they had 
plunder'd in the Wars of Aſia, and wore about them 
as Trophies : For when the had pertormed her Con- 
tract, the wiſe General, to do his Part, cauſed this 
Virgin to ſit down on the Ground; and then every 
Soldier in his Army caſting his Plate into her Lap, ſne 
was oppreſſed with the intupportable Weight, and bu- 
ried alive in a Heap of Gold. - 

I do not mention this, as if the like were due to 
the Venetian Captains. I refer the Judgment of ſuch 
things to my Superiors, Muuſters of the Bleſſed San- 
ctuary of Mankind. VVV 


8 
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"Tis poſſible the Vig ir of the Bench thought me dead 
or turned Renegads., becauſe theyhave not received an) 
News from me theſe five Moons. But I tell thee, nei- 
ther Men nor Devils can corrupt thee Faith of Mab- 
nut. But by the Gop of my Vows, there is not a 
more truſty Man in the Univerſe. CR 

All the Reaſon of my Silence, was the Height of 
the Waters, which ſeem'd to threaten the Earth with 
a Second Deluge Germany was a Sca, and Flander: 
a Lake for above three Moons together; ſo that *twas 
impoſſible ſor the Po? to travel. There were ſeen alſo 
ſtrange Spectres of Fire in the Air; and the People 
of Brabant were alarm'd with uncouth Noiſes in the 
Elements.” te 

Perhaps, illuſtrious Kaimacham, theſe are the laſt 
Preparations to the grand Cholick of Nature; when 
Wine, Water. and Fire ſhall ſtrive to turn this World 
into its old Chaos, 


Paris, 34 of the 6th Moon, 
of the Tear 1658. 
„ ER VL 
E o Solyman/hisCouſin at Conſtantinople. 


6 


| ORE Melancholly ſtill * Wilt thou have no 
Compaſſion on thy exil'd Uncle, but harrangue 

un to Death with thy religious Fargon? Believe 
me, thy Letters of this Kind are as irkſome to me 


as the continual Din and Babling of Boys is toa 


poor weary Pedagogue. I forbid thee not to write 
do me, and that as often as thou wilt: Tis a Comfort 
in my Baniſhment, to hear from thoſe of my B/o0d. 
Bur let me beg of thee to alter both thy Theme 
and Stile. Leave ſpiritual Things to the M/:ahs 
and Imaum,; and let thy Thoughts be taken up in 
75 e | Things 
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Things belonging to thy Trade. In that be as inqui- 
fitive as thou can ſt. Bend thy Mind wholly to make 
new Diſcoyeries and Improvements in that, and it 
will turn to thy Advantage. At thy Hours of Lei- 
ſure I counſe] thee to read Hi/tories, and ſometimes 
go into Company: There is much to be gain'd by 
converſing with Men of Senſe. Such will ſerve as 
Mirrours, wherein thou may'ſt behold Humanity in 
its proper Figure, and the Deformity of that Vizard, 
with which Error and Superſtition diſguiſe our Na- 
ture. They will correct thy Miſtakes without put- 
ting thee to a Bluſh, Wit and Reaſon ſhall flow from 
their Tongues, as ſoft Harmonies breath from the Pipes 
of an Orgaz, which clear the Spirits, and ſerene the 

Heart that was clouded wth Sadneſs. 
The Imperial City is fuil of ſuch, both Natives 
and Strangers. Cull them out from the mix'd Mul- 
titude, and make them thy Companions, without re- 
garding the Difference of Religion, whether they be 
Muſſalmans, Franks, Armenians, Fews, or others. 
Above all Things, ſhun the Society of Brgozs; and 
number nat thyſelf among thoſe who are opintonat- 
ated, hecauſe they profeſs the True Faith: For what 
ſignifies that, if their Lives be vicious? I tell thee, 
they are worſe than the Infidels. Give no heed to 
Fortun?-Tellers, and ſuch as pretend to Aftrolegy; 
For whillt they boaſt of knowing other Men's Fatee, 
they are ignorant of their own. And if there be any 
Truth in that Scienre, one may ſay, their Ignorance 
in it affronts the Sars, and often provokes them to 
| haſten their own Ruin. Aſſure thyſelf, they only 
amuſe the World with portentous Stories, to get Fame 
and Money. „ | 
Aſſociate thyſelf with none but prudent and mo- 
derate Men, whoſe Morals are not leaven'd with a 
too furious Zeal 3 who look not ſuperciliouſly and 
with Difdain on a Frank as he walks along the 
Streets, much leſs offer him an Indignity, when he 
| goes 
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does about his honeſt Buſineſs, under the Protection 
of the Grand Seignior. It becomes none but Faniza- 


ries and Ryans to be guilty of theſe Incivilities to 


Strangers. The Law of Nations, and the particular 
Commands of our Holy Prophet, oblige us to treat 
ſuch with all Humanity and Tenderneſs. Beſides 
tis reflecting on the Juſtice and Hoſpitality of the 
Magnificent Porte, which is the Refuge and Sanctua- 


ry of all the Earth, that a. Stranger cannot walk the 


Streets in Peace. Deſpiſe no Man on the Score of his 
Religion; for there are no Factions in Paradiſe: But 
conſider, that whilſt thouſands of My/u/mans ſhall go 
to Hell for their wicked Lives, fo an equal Number of 
_ thoſe we call Fyfide/s, may be received into the Mag- 
frons of the B/rfſed for their Firtues. 
Thou ſcemeſt to be much concerned for thy S, 
thy Letter abounds with overmuch Care in this Point. 
In being too ſolicitous, it is evident thy Faith is 
ſmall. Every Line is tinctur'd with ſad Expreſſions 
about the Perils, Snares, Ambuſhes, Hooks, Gins, 
and I know not what other Devices the Devil has 


to ruin thy poor Sou, (as thou call'ſt it.) Coaſin doſt 
thou know what the Soul is, about which thou keep'ſt 


ſuch a Pudder, if thou doſt, *tis more than I do; and 


yet I have been ſearching and prying into it above theſe _ 


thirty Years; I mean, from the Time that I firſt began 
to 7hink and conſider of Things : but am as far to ſeek 
as ever I was. Neither could all the e Men of Old, 


the Philoſophers and Sages, for ought I perceive, agree 
in their Verdict about this yſterious Thing which we 


call the Soul. 85 5 


One will have it to be, Only the fineft part of Mat- 
ter in the Body, another ſays, II the Air which the 


Lungs ſuck in aud diffuje thro all our Members. A 
third Sort afhrm it to be, A mixture of Air and Fire, 


A Fourth, Of Earth and Water; A Fifth call it, 4 


Completion made up of the Four Elements, a Kind of 
Quinteſſcence, and I know not what, The e 
= : call 
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call'd it, A certain moving Number : And the CHal- 
deans, A Power without Form itſelf; yet imbibing all 
Forms. Ariſtotle call'd it, The Perfection of a natural 

Body. All theſe agreed, That it was Corporeal, and 
as it were extracted from Matter. The beſt Defini- 
tion among them is not worth an Aſper. 

But there were Men of fublime Speculations, who 
affirm the Soul to be, 4 Divine SubRance, inde- 
pendent of the Body. Of this Opinion were Zoro- 
aſter, Hermes Triſmegiſtus, Orpheus, Pythagoras, Plu. 
tarch, Porphyry, and Plato. This laſt defin'd the 
Soul to be a Self-moving Eſſence, endu'd with Under- 
Handing. But when they have ſaid all, I prefer the 
Modeſty of Cicero, Seneca, and others who acknow- + 
ledg'd they were altogether ignorant what the Soul is. 

There was no leſs Diſagreement among the PH. 
/afop hers, about the Scat 1 the 84d. Hippocrates and 
Hicrophilus placed it in the Ventricles of the Brain. 
Democritus aſſign'd it the Whole Body. Strabo was 
of Opinion, it reſides between the Brows 3 Epicurys 
in the Breaſt. The Stoichs lodg'd it in the Heart, 
and Empedocles in the Blood, Which laſt ſeems to be 
the moſt current Opinion of the Eaſt to this Day: 
In regard both Meſes the Law-giver of the Fetos, 
and Mahomet our Holy Prophet, aflerted the ſame, 
and for that Reaſon forbid Fleſh to be caten with the 
mm 

But be it what it will, either Corporeal or Incor- 
poreal, a Subſtance or an Accident; whether it dwell 
in the Head or in the Feet, within or without the 
Body, there is no Certainty of theſe Things, neither 
can we be aſſured, what will become of it after 
Death. Therefore, tis in vain to diſquiet thy ſelf 
in Search of a Myſtery, that is hid from Mortals : 
And equally fooliſh eit will be, to frighten thy ſelf 
with an Imagination of Hooks, Gins, and ſuch like 
Chimera's, Which thou ſuppoſeſt the Devil is buſie 
with to entrap thy Soul. Tis a Wonder thou art 

| | not! 
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not afraid to ſleep, leſt he ſhould catch thee Napping, 
andiſteal thy Soul from thee, I would fain know, what 
fort of Tools he muſt uſe, to take hold of a Subſtance 
more thin and imperceptible than a Shadow, or how he 
will be able to ſeize and run away with a Being, active 

and free as Thought? | 
Conſin, ſerve Gop after the manner of thy Fore- 
| fathers; Love thy Friends, pardon thy Enemies, be 
Juſt to all Men, and do no Injury to any Beaſt. . If 
thou obſerveſt this Rule, thou may'{t defy the Devil, 
for thy Soul is in ſafe Cuſtody, God is nearer to thee 
than thou art to thyſelf. He is in the Centre of every 
Thing, and is Himſelf the Centre of all Things: In a 
Word, He is All in All. | 


Paris, 34 of the 6th Moon, 
of the Year 1658. 
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LETTER VII 
To Aſis, Baſſa. 


\, TOW the Scenes are changed in Europe, Enemies 

are become Friends, and thoſe who profeſſed 

'3 mutual Friendſhip are at open Defiance. Con- 

ſtancy is a Vice in Politicks ; and a dextrous Way of 

ſhifting from one Engagement to another for Intercit, 
is eſteem'd the only State-Firtue, 

I have already intimated to the Divan, the War 
which broke out laſt Year between the Suede, and 
Danes. "The latter began it by a ſolemn Proclamation, 
ſending a Herald at Arms to the Swediſh Court, 
and diſpatching Embaſſadors to all his Allies in Chri- 
fendim, to give them an Account of his Procced- 
ings. Now 1 ſhall entertain thee with a ſhert Le 

e — 
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of this War, which thou wilt comprehend, That 
the Danes are either much degenerated from the Va- 
lour of their Anceſtors, who formerly made the moſt 


terrible Figure of all the Nations in the North: 


Or elſe they are leſs obliged to Fortune, who has not 
favoured them with ſo many Succeſſes and Triumphs 
of late, but rather expoſed them to the Inſults of their 
Enemies, and the Contempt of all Men. . 
When the King of Denmark firſt proclaimed this 
War, he had a fair Advantage of the Swedes, who ac 
that Time were ſorely intangled between the Po- 
landers, Germans, and Muſcovites, and had more 
need of Helps than Hindrances. Yet King Guſta- 
745 turning part of his Forces into Holſtein, Scone- 
land and Fuitlaud, he took ene Part after another, 
till he had over-run thoſe Provinces in the Space of 


fix Moons: and reduced the Dares to a Neceſſity of 


Compolition, and that on ſuch diſhonourable Terms, 


as renders them the Scorn of their neighbouring Na- 


On the 13th of the 3d Moon, the two Kings had 


an Interview near Copenhagen, the Capital City of 
Denmark: For ſo far had the Fortune of the Szue. 
dib Arms carried their Victories. They eat and drank 
together ſeveral Times, and converſed privately ſome 
Hours. At laſt, a firm Peace was concluded between 


them, and they concerted the Meaſures of a perfect 
Fr jendſhip. ö 


But before thie, the Dane had been forced to 


yield up Schoneland, with Eljmberg, which com- 
mands half the Baltic, Sea, He ſurrendred alſo 


the Provinces of B/akin and Halland, with a very 


ſtrong Caſtle ; the and of Burtholme, ten Ships of 
War, and obliged himſelf to pay a Million of 
Dollars, and to maintain Four Thouſand Horſe and 
Foot in the King of Stwedeland's Service, and ge 
free Quarter to all the Swediſh Forces till the 5th 
| | | Meer, 
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Moon, Theſe are ſuch diſhonourable Articles, that the 
King of Denmark has quite loſt himſelf in the eſteem 
of all his Allies. They call him a poor-ſpirited Prince, 
not worthy of Support or Aſſiſtance. 


In a Word, ſerene Baſa, it is like to fare with 


him, as with other unfortunate Men, who when they 
are once falling, every Body will help to throw 
them down. I herefore conſerve thy Honour, : as the 
only Bulwark of thy Intereſ} and Lite. 


Paris, 24 of the 6th Mon, 
of the tear 1658, 


— - a 1 


LETTER: Vin. 
20 the Mufti. 


Y the Faith of a true Believ er, I ſwear the 
Chriſtians are Enemies to themſelves, if they 


— not embrace the Project of a certain Feſuit The 


are no Friends to their Mef#as, it they reject fo regu- 


lar an Idea, ſo reform'd a Model of the Nazarene 


Empire, as this Sage has ltely propoſed to the Pope 
and the Cardinals. 
He lavs his Foundation very deep, and draws his 


Examples from the Practice of Peter, the Prince of 


the firſt twelve Chri//ian Caliphs, whom the Franks 


call the Apoſtles of JEsvs, the Son of Mary. For, 


according to their Traditions, the Me/fas before he 


aſcended ro Heaven, left an exact Pattern of the En- 


pire he deſigned to eflabliſh on Earth. He divided 
this Empire into twelve diſtinct Provinces, according 
to the Number of his Apoſiles and Vicars, aſſigning 
to cach that Quarter of the World where he was to 
preſide, as Mo/es had formerly cantoniz'd the holy 


Region of Paleſtine among the Twelve Tribes, that 
deicended from 3 But 
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But the happy Son of Mary being a far greater Pro- 
phet than Maſes, or any that had gone before him: 
they ſay, he would not be content with diminutive 
Territories, or Domi nions diſproportionate to his inef- 
fable Deſcent and Original. Therefore he reſolv'd 
on the Conqueſt of the whole Earth; commanding his 
Vicegerents to diſperſe them through all Nations, ac- 
cording to a certain Method, and proclaim his Laws 
to every Creature on the Gib. | 
Venerable Preſident of the Faithful, I relate theſe 
Things, as I receive them from the Mouths ana 
Pens of learned Chriftians, who may be preſumed 
to know their own Hiſtory. Thou wilt perhaps ex- 
pect to hear of Armies immediately raiſed ; of 
Camps, Battles, and Sieges; of Devaſtations by Fire 
and Sword; Storming of Cities, and famiſhing of 
the more impregnable Fortreſſes: In a Word, I 
believe thou lookeſt for a Relation of Campaigns 
and Victories, more glorious than the Atchieve- 
ments of the Roman Ce/ars, more fortunate than the 
Succeſſes of Alexander the Great: But, I tell thee, 
all the Regiſters and Archives of the primitive 
Chriſtians cannot furniſh us with any Memoirs of this 
Nature. 7 | | 
Their Goſpel mentions no warlike Undertakings, 
not ſo much as the drawing of the Sword by the Son 
of Mary or any of his Followers, unleſs in a pri- 
vate Rencounter, when Peter the Lieutenant of the 
Meffias, enflamed with a Paflion to ſee his Maſter 
betray'd by Judas, his Kabyab, or Tefterd, and rudely 
atfaulted by Malchus, a Save of the Fewiſh Mufti, 
the valiant Apolile drew his Cymetar, and cut off the 
Fellow's Ear. 5 
Believe me, O myſterious Doctor of the Ma. 
mans, I have perus'd the four Hiſtories of the Life 
of Feſus, written by thoſe who were Eye-witnefſes 
of his Actions: and I find indeed, that he once 
laid to them of tus Retinue, I come not to ſend Peace 
| on 


| 
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on Earth but a Sword, Yet, by the Sequel it is evi- 
dent, That when he examined what Weapons his Fol- 
lowers had, and they told him, but tzwo Swords ; he 


ſcem'd to be well ſatisfied, ſaying, It is enough; tho 


a Moment before, he bid him among them that had no 


Sword, ſell his Robe and buy one, 

And J have ſeen a Diſpatch ſent by Paul, one of 
the Primitive Chriſtian Caliphs, to the Nazarenes at 
Epheſus; wherein he councils them to put on com- 


pleat Armour, as Helmet, Brea-ftplate, Shield, Bu 


kins, Sword, and the reſt, : 
Beſides thefe Paſſages, or ſuch like, there 1s no 


. military Diſcourſe throughout the Book of the 


Goſpel; much leſs any Relation of Battles, Sieges, 
or any martial Exploits. And the Chriſtian Mol/ah: 
or Doctors, interpret that Letter of Yau/s in a my- 
ſtical Senſe. RP N 

Wilt thou know then, how the Mzf/as and his 
Apoſtles ſubdu'd the World; I tell thee, it was by 
exemplary Virtue and good Works, by Miracles 
and evident Demonſtrations of a Supernatural Powe: 
alliſting them. For, they ſpake all Languages, ye 
were moſt of them 7//iteraze Perions ; they cur'd 
the Deaf, the Blind, the Lame and the Paralytick, 
without the Methods of Surgery or Phyfick. They 
caſt out Devils; rais'd the Dead. And finally, per- 


 form'd ſuch and ſo many ſtupendous Ad ions, that the 

World became captivated to their DoFrines and Law, 
and willingly ſubmitted to a yoke, which ſcem'd to 
come from Heaven. With divine Eloquence, and 
the Dint of irreſiſtable Reaſon, Peter the Prince of 


the Chriſtian Caliphs, ſubdu'd the Minds of his 
aftoniſh'd Auditory one Day in Feruſalem, fo ther 


before the Sun went down, he gain'd five Thou- 


ſand Preſz/yztes, The Fame of theſe Things was 
foon ſpread through the adjacent Countries, and 
divers remote Provinces; and the Number of thc 
Convents was proportionably increaſed. In a Words 

e 2 
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all that embraced the Faith of 7s, ſurrendcr'd both 

themſelves and their Eſtares to be entirely diſpos d of 
at the Pleaſure of the Apo/i/es, Sv great and unre- 
ſerv'd an Attach had they for the Vicars of thr 
GoD. 

| Now the forenam d Z23t conſidering theſe Things, 
and comparing the State of thoſe devout Times, with 

the Libertiniſm, Diviſions, Wars, and general Con- 

tempt of the Prieſthood among the CHriſtians of ſue- 
ceeding Times, and eſpecially in this preſent Age: at- 

tributes the Source of all theſe Evils to the ill Con- 

duct of the Apoſtles themſelves, and their Succeſſors 

in the Primitive Times, who did not ſuthciently im- 

prove the Advantages they were pollc6'd of, when the 

pious Multitude would willingly have made them 

Lords of All Things. For fays he, by the ſame Me- 

thods and Reaſons might they have claim'd the Domi- 

nion o'er the Eſtates ot Kings and Emperors themſelves, 
as o'er the Goods and Lands of the meaneſt Proſelyte: 

Since they were all equally Sons af the Church, and 

Subjects to the Diſcipline and Laws af Ze/zs. 

This Eccleſiaſtick Politician therefore mightily blames 
Pope Syleeſter, who ſat in the Chair of Peter, when 
Conſtantine the Great became a Chriſtian, being the 
Firſt of the Roman Emperors who embraced that Faith, 
He accuſes him, I ſay, of Weakneſs, and a mean Spi- 
rit, for accepting of that Donation, which to this Day 1s 
call'd the Patrimony of the Church, and comprehends 
all the Temporal Eſtate the Roman Pontiffs can boaſt 
_ of, Whereas he ought to have claimed an entire Re- 
I fignation of the whole Roman Empire into his Hands, 

as ſupreme Vicar of Gop on Earth. This would have 
been a Pattern, ſays he, to all the Kings and Princes of 
the Earth, who thought fit to turn Chriſtians. And 


1d ſo the Dominions of the World had all fallen to the 
= ; Share of the prieſts, | . 
rd, 


all |: N | Neither 
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Neither could it appear difficult in his Opinion, to 
have reduced the greateſt Monarchs to ſuch a Forget - 
fulneſs and Contempt of their Royal Birth, and all the 
potent Charms of a Crown: Since the ſame Rhetorick 


which perſuaded them to be Followers of the Meſſias, 
would have alſo convinced *em of the Vanity of all 
earthly Erjoyments; and of the Obligation they had 
to be mortity'd, and to purſue their Claims to Diadems 


of a more exalted Degree, the ineffible Rega/ia of Pa- 
lf. ny dT 2 

But ſince Things are thus in their preſent State, 
and the Chriſtian Princes retain their Sovereignty, 


without any other Dependance on the Pope, faving 


in Matters purely religious; this Feſuit propoſes, that 
the Roman Pontiffs would either firſt reform their 
own Lives and Court to the Height of that Primitive 
and Apoſtolical Purity, which thines ſo eminently 


un the earlieſt Governours of the Church; and by 
that Means perſuade all the Monarchs in Chriſten. 
dom to become their Subjects: Or elſe compel them 
by force to take the Order of Prieſtbood, and fo turn 
their Crowns into Mitres, their Kingdoms into Eccle- 


ſiaſtical Commonwealths, where all the Publick Offices 


of State, Seats of Judicature, and in fine, the whole 
Syſtem of the Civil and Political Adminiſtration ſhould 


be managed by the Prieſts in a ſubordinate Dependence 
one of another, according as their. ſeveral Characters 
ſrequired. By which means all Chriſtendom would be 
toon united into one Eccleſiaſtick Empire, whereof 


he Pope ſhould be the ſupreme Head in Temporals as 


well as Spirituals | | | | 
What I have related, is not only this Man's pri- 
vate Project, but the univerſal Aim of his 20h, Or- 
der: And thouſands of other Prieſts and Derviſes are 
raballing in all Courts and Countries of Europe to 
bring it to pals, . | 


Venerable Elad, if Gor ſhould ſuffer their Contr- 
lvunce to take Effect, it is to be feared our Wars 
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with the Chriſtians would be as expenſive and trou- 
bleſome, if not more fatal to the Muſſulman Ins 
tereſt, than when theſo Infidels formerly, laying aſide 


their private Feuds, banded together to conquer tie 
Holy Land. e ö 


Paris, 25th of the 1th Moon, 
of the Year 1658, 


LETTER: IX: 
To Abdel Melec Muli Omar, Preſident 
of the College of Sciences at Fez. 


F Receiv'd the Pacquet of venerable Import, contain- 
1 ing ſacred Coupſcls and acceptable Intelligence, re- 
pleniſnd with noble Memoirs, and illuſtrious Re- 
marks, ſage Precepts, and refin'd Improvements in 
Philoſophy and the myſterious Sciences of Nature. 
With abundance of Affection and Joy I read the 
Character of Mu 464] Yahyan, and the Encomium 
of his Wiſdom and Vertues. May a Conſtellation of 
ſuch Lights always adorn that renowned College, and 
from thence diſperſe their learned Influence and 
Rays, not only through Africa, but over all the 
| Farth; that Fez may be numbred among the Ci- 
ties whoſe Fame is ſweet ; that may it be rank d with 
Fieriſalem the Holy; Maſre the ancient; Medina 
Talnabi the chaſte, and the ſalutiferous Babylon, ac- 


„ gquiring a peculiar Title of Honour, an Attribute wor- 
'" Þ thy of Reſpect, when Men ſhall every where call it 
i WF Fez, the Mother of Sciences. | 

to My Soul has been very inquiſitive and reſtleſs for 
br, Years, and I think this is owing to my Capti- 


+= FF vity in Palerino: For before that, whillt 1 lived at 
mM M 33 „„ - 
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EFaſe in the Seraglio, basking under the warmer Juflu- 


ence of Royal Majeſty, the ſacred Preſence of the 


Grand Seignior, who like the Sun gives Motion, Heat 


and Life to all Things; I neer regarded Books, or 
once apply'd my Mind to ſtudy any thing, but how 
to acquit myſelf in my Station, and ſtrengthen my 


Intereſt at the Court: Eſteeming all other Learning as 


barbarous, which conduced not to this End. 

Foreign Hiſtories and Languages were equally con- 
teinptible to me: 1 thought it beneath a Maſſulman 
Courtier, to give his Tongue and Mind the Fatigue 
of any other Dia/ea, ſave the Perſian, Arabick and 
Turkiſh : Or to load his Memory with the Records of 


other Nations, deſigning to be the Slaves of True 


Believers. 


As to the ſpeculative Sciences #1 was naturally deſi- 
rous enough of Knowledge. But I either had not Lei- 


= | 
ſure, or wanted Books and other Advantages of 


Study. So that all the Knowledge I could then boaſt 
of, conſiſted only in ſome looſe Notions of Logic 


and Metaphyſicls, which J had got by reading an 


old Arabic Manuſcript. And I thought myſelt Hi- 


ſtorian enough, after J had peruſed the Annals of the 


_ Ottoman Empire, and now and then caſt an Eye on 


the Turkiſh Tranſlation of Herodotus and Plutarch. 
Is true, indeed, by converſing frequently with 


the Greeks, I ſoon learn'd their Vulgar Dialect But 


this is far from the polite Language of the ancient 


 Grecians : And a Page of the Treaſury taught me the 


Rudiments of Sc/avonian; which afterwards I learn'd 
more perfectly, hoping it would be of ſome Service to 
me one Time or other. 


All theſe were very ſuperficial Accompliſhments ; 


yet J thought myſelf happy enough, without ſearch- 
ing any farther. The Pleaſures and Gayeties of a 
Courtly Lite, took from me the Edge and Guſt, with 


which I have fince purſued more ſolid Studies, and 
look'd into the Wiſdom of the Ancients. 


But 


* 


Fl 
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But when once Misfortune had chang'd the Scene 
of my Life, and inſtead of the honourable Poſt I had 
in the Grand Seignior's Service, Fate had render'd me 
a miſerable abject Slave in Sicily, I began to grow 
very Thoughtful and Penfive, The continual Drudge- 
ry and Labour I underwent, ſoon mortified my for- 


mer Paſſions, and wean'd me from all Hopes of worlds | 


ly Honour: And the cruel Stripes I daily receiv'd 
from that barbarous Indel, my Maſter, ſo broke my 
Spirits, that Servitude became familiar to me; and det- 
pairing to be happy in this Werld, I was only ambitious 
to be Wile. | ET 

I grew very contemplative: And having acquaint - 
ed myſelf with an honeſt Carpenter in the Yown 


where we liv'd, who had a great many Books in's 


Cuſtody, he lent me ſeveral choice Treatiſies; and [ 


| borrowed all the Hours I could from Sleep, to 


peruſe them with Attention and Profit. That 


Carpenter pitied my Condition, and did me many 
good Offices of Friendſhip, without other Hopes 


of Reward, ſave what he expected from Gop. By 
his Means I contracted a Familiarity with two or 
three learned Men, who ſpar'd no Pains to in- 
ſtruct me in the Raman and antient Greet Langua- 
ges, as alſo in the Principles of Philoſophy. My Ma- 


{ter often beat me for this, attributing the Neglect of 


his Buſineſs to my Bookiſnneſs (as he call'd it) and 


keeping the Prielts Company. But all his Severity 


could not abate my ardent Thirſt after Knowledge. 
I ſtill continued ſtudying at certain Scaſons, till 
the happy Hour of my Redemption; and then [ 


frequented the Academies. Ever ſince which Time, 
J have neglected no Opportunities of my improving my 


Reaſon; yet find myſelf at this Day much in the 
Dark, There appears no Certainty in any Science 


but the Mathematick: All the reſt are entangled 


with a thouſand Controverſies and Riddles; which 


has made me turn Scep?ick in molt Things. Only l! 
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retain an inviolable Faith for the Alcoran, and the 
Book of prophetick Doctrinesi and Traditions. Next 
to theſe, I pay a profound Reſpect to the Writings 
of Porphyry the Philoſopher, who ſeems to approach 
neareſt to Reaſon of all the ancient Sages. His true 
Name was the ſame as thine | Melech] which thou 
knoweſt in the Syriack ſignifies [ King.] Whence 
bis Tutor Longinus, taking Occaſion from the uſual 
Colour of Royal Robes, call'd him Porphyrius, which 
in the Greek ſigmfies, one clad in Purple. He was 
born at Tyre, the Metropolis of the ancient Pheni- 
cians, His Pedigree was noble, and his Education 
generous. . Nature had alſo form'd him tor a Sage, 
and Fortune fayour'd him with Adyantages enough, 
For beſides his firſt Tutor, whom 1 have already 
mentioned (who was the greateſt Grammarian and 


Orator of his Time;) Porphyry went to Rome, where 


be gain'd the Friendſhip of Platinum: And that Phi- 
loſopher accompliſhed him in the Perfection of all 
Science : So that he had Power over the Dæmons, and 
expell'd the Genius Atau which infeſted certain Baths 
in Rome. In a Word, his Doctrines appear'd Divine, 
and his Actions more than Human, Yet he himſelf 
before his Death publiſh'd a Reverſe of his former 


Writings : Whuch is a ſufficient Argument, that there 


is no Stability in the Thoughts of Mortals. | 
Therefore, ſince the Wiſeſt of Men contrad:& 
themſelves, and turn Scepticke, tell me, O Oracle cf 


the Age, why may not If 5 


Paris, 2977 of the 8th Moon, 
of the Year 1658, | 


7 FT; 
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LE TT K N K. 
7⁰ Murat, Baſſa. 


T*. has been ſomething lately tranſacted i 
tween the French and” the Engliſh, which 
ſeems a Myſtery. No Body here underſtands the 
Meaning of it, but the very Privado's of the Cabinet, 
Yet every one guelles tis a a fesch of Mazarini's Wit. 
'That Miniſter has more Meanders in his Brains, than 
an old Tyrki/b Gameſter at Cheſs ; who forclees no 
leſs than nine unayoidable Conſequences before he 
makes one bold Motion: And to be ſure, the laſt 
ſhall be to his own Advantage. In a Word, Dunkirk, 
the ſtrongeſt and moſt important Sea-Town of all che 
Weh, is ſurrender'd by the Spaniards to the French; 

and by theſe, as an earneſt of Friendſhip, is put into 
the Hands of the English. 

The little Politicians of the City are amaz'd at 
it; and the greateſt Machiavels of the Court ei- 
ther cannot, or will not inform them of the true 
Secret. 

Tou ſhall ſee two or three grave Citizens brood- 

ing Thoughts together over a. Box of Polvita, and 
ſneezing out their Sentiments without Reſerve. 
Vet after all their wiſe Conſult, they put as great 
Fools as they met, and only fatisfy themſelves with 
nodding Wiſdom to each other, at the laſt Conge ; 
Fein is comprehended the whole Syſtem of the 
Policicks. 

It was generally thought to be ſome 8 
nary Overture this Court would make to the Eng/i/h, 
When a Jittle before the Surrender of Dunkirk, the 
Duke of Creguzi, fir/t Gentleman of the Bed Chamber, 
and Monſicur Mancini, the Cardinal's Nephew, were 
ſent with à ſpendid Retinue of French Nobles to 
| | M 4 - W : 
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England. Every Body gueſs'd ſome ſurprizng Acti- 
on would follow; and that it muſt needs be a My- 


ſtery of Grand Importance, which could not be 


* truſted to Perſons of leſs Note than the Two chief 
Favourites of the Cardinal Miniſter. And now eis 
come out, they know not what to make on't. Nei- 
ther can ] poſſibly learn as yer, the true Reaſon of 
putting the Eng li in Poſſeſſion of ſuch a Town as 
this, which commands all the Northern Seas, and 


has coſt ſo much Sweat and Blood to take from the 


Spaniards, I have ſer O/min the Dwarf to work, 
and laid Traps to get the Secret from ſeveral 
other Countries, But I might as well have attempt- 
cd to find out the Body of Moſes, which cauſed a 
Quarrel between Michael and the Devil. Time 


perhaps will diſcover the Secret. And I dare ar 


preſent conclude that the Engliſo are the only Na- 


tion in Europe, whoſe ee the French think 5 


worth courtin 

The King las been very ill of a Fever, and in great 
Danger of his Life : But is now recovered again, which 
occa Sion abundance of real Joy among his Friends and 
| loyal Subjects. As for the reſt, they know how to 
counterfeit. 

I had almoſt forgot to tell thee, that the Spaniards 
endeavouring to relieve Dunkirk, were encounter- 
ed by the French and routed; about two Thouſand 
of their Men being kill'd, and as many taken Pri- 
ſoners. 

Sage Baſſa, the Succeſſes of this Monarch are ſo 
conſtant, that they have given Birth to a Proverb : 
For when they would encourage any Man's Hopes, 
or make a ſtrong Aſſervation, they uſually f fay, 4s ſure 
as the Great Lewis 2031] get a Toeon or Two in Plan- 
ders this Campaign. 
Mareſchal lurenne is a brave General, 1 the 
French Victories are in a great Meaſure owing to 
bis Conduct. He Is very expeditious in his Under- 


| takings. 


To 


Surrender of Dankiri#, and his taking of Bergen, 
Furnes, and Dixmude, three ſtrong Fortreſſes in 
Flanders : And, tis thought, twill not be long before 
he takes others. | 
The French King is in a fur way to the Empire of 
the Net. But this will not be for the Intereſt of the 


Grand Seignior : For then he will have a new Enemy 


of an old Friend, and one more potent thin he had 


before. Yet Deſtiny over-rules all Things, 


Paris, 13th of the 8th Moon, 
of the Year 1668. 


LETTER XL 
To Mahamed, the Eremite of Mount 
Uxricl in Arabia, | 


| ſes, O matchleſs Mortal: Permit me once more to 


*-Hoſome my Thoughts, as to my Co or, or rather 


«. * an Oracle. | 
Surely, this Hour the Stars of my Nativity ſuffer 


a mighty Change. I ſcem to myſelf like one newly 


awak'd out of a deep Sleep, or from the Deluſions of 
a long Dream: For ſo methinks have my paſt Years 


gone away like a Night, wherein my labouring Spi- 


rit has encounter'd with nothing but Phantaſms, Vi- 
ſons and Darkness. 1 „ DCs 
My infant Days I eſteem the moſt happy, when 


my lonorance of Vice had greater Influence In m/ 


Actions, and preſerved me more free from Blemiſh, 
then could afterwards all my acquired Knowledge of 
the Precepts and Maxnns of Virtue, For no ſooner 

TT © „ W 
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takings, There were but a few Days between the 


1 Have often troubled thee with important Adareſ- 
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was I enjoyed the Study of Morality, and taught to 
diſtinguiſh between Good and Evil; but my Curio - 
ſity prompted me to examine the Nature of the 
Latter more ' cloſely than by bare Speculation, I 
found my ſelf more forcibly carry'd away by a ſe- _ 
cret Pleaſure, to make Experiment of what was 
Forbidden, than to practiſe what was Commanded : 
So prone 15 Man to be jealous of his Tutors, and to 
ſuſpect thoſe Latos as [mpoſitions, which put a Re- 
firaint on his native Liberty. 
eſides this, there are certain genial Inclinations 
m every Mortal, which the Bungeſt, and he that is 
in his Nonage, thinks he has as much right to gratify 
as the wiſeſt Senior. Nor can any Rcaſon eaſily per- 
ſuade him to part with this Privilege, but under the 
Notion of being highly wrong d; fince every Man 
naturally places his Intereſt and Happineſs in pur ſu- 
ing the Motions of his own Will. 0 
*Tis true, I never was prone to any enormous 
Fices, or ſuch as for their Singularity would make 
the moſt harden'd Libertine bluſh, did he practiſe 
them to the Knowledge of Men. . 
Jever had an unconquerable Abhorrence for 
thoſe ſpecifick Acts of Laſciviouſneſs, which ought 
not to be nam'd, and whoſe very Idea makes the 
Thought recoil : . Yet am naturally Amorous, and 
cannot but pay to Beauty the Serituments and Paſſions 
which are due from P/atonick Love, I admire 
Symmetry and Elegance wherever I diſcern them; 
and can ſtand gazing whole Hours together on a 
Flower, a Tree, or a Peacock, I] am enamour'd with 
the Brightneſs of the Sun; and like another Endy- 
mien, 1 languiſh for a more intimate Acquaintance 
with the Men. The leſſer Beauties of the, Night, 
the Stars, enflame me with a thoufand Paſtom 1 
make my Court to the whole 1% of Heaven, yet 
J hope commit no Idolatry. In fine, I am in Love 
with the Univerſe 3 and die hourly, when I con- 
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template the Glory of that tranſcendant Eflence, which iy 
is the Root and Source of All Things. 5 j 
Theſe are Paſſions not unbecoming a Maſſulman. 
But I have alſo tome Emotions for beautiful Women, 
more violent than all the reſt, more Dangerous and 
Fatal. Tell me, O pious Sy/van, how 1 ſhall gratify 
my Love, without offending Virtue or the Gravity of 
a Man. . | | 
Theſe Creatures ſeem to be created for our Per- 
plexity ; fince a Man can neither well be hap 
with, or without them. They are perfect Riddles: 
And to love them or hate them too much, is an equal 
Soleciſm. Twere a Queſtion worthy of a Philo/c- 
pher, Whether this Sh, among all the neceſſary 
good Othces they do us, were not ſent into the 
World as Spies and Trepans, to obſerve our Councils 
and Actions: And by mixing Smiles with Frowns, 
Flatteries with Reproaches, Sullenneſs with more. 
obliging Favours, to keep us in a perpetual Maze 
and Labyrinth, leſt the aſpiring Wit of Men ſhould, 
if left to themſelyes, attempt ſomething more auda- 
cious than the Poets feign of the Sons of Titan, or the 
zoritten Law records of Nimrod and his Companions, 
who built the Tower of Babel. . 
But whether they be Spies or faithful Aſſiſtants, 
Enemies or Friends, I tell thce plainly, I have not 
been able to forbear loving them exceſſively. And 
this is Part of the Dream or Trance out of which I 
am juſt now awak'd. „ 5 
Another Scene is that of Honour. This is a 
Phantom alfo, a mere Vapour, a Shadow. 1 never 
haunted after Glory, nor courted popular Applaute : 
Yet being intruſted with the ſublime Secrets, aud 
commanded to ſerve the Grand Seignior in this Sta- 
tion, I wonld fain acquit myſelf without Diſgrace. 
Nay, like other Mortals in ſuch Poſt, I would wil- 
Iingly have the Saules of my Sovereign, and the 
Careſſes of Happy Minillers who ſerve him, if 
M 6 : * 
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it ſhall be my Lot ever to return to the Seraglio. No- 
thing appears to me more terrible, than at fuch a 
Time to encounter with rugged, furrow'd Viſages, or 
cold and faint Embraces of my fellow Slaves. 


This puts me upon a thouſand Inquietudes ; 


makcs me ſwear to Contradictions; utter Lies and 
Blaſphemies which would turn the Devi] to a Saint 
for Fear. In a Word, I {tumble at no Vice or Im 


_ morality, which may promote the Cauſe I am en- 
gag'd in: And all this for the fake of a fair Cha- 
rafter at the Porte: Whilſt I'm cajoling myſelf as well 


as others with a Perſuaſion, that *ris only on the 
Score of Honeſty, and to acquit myſelf a good Man. 
Thus ] purſue a Blaſt, a Bubble, the Idea of Nothing, 
mere Vanity, and an empty Dream. And 'tis harder 
for me to ſhake off this Enchantment, than that of 
Love. „„ | 5 

« Yet all this while T have not taken the French 
Method to gain Honour. I never was guilty of Op- 


preſſion and Cruelty, nor bath'd my Hands in hu- 


man Blood. No Widow or Orphan mourns for what 


I've taken from em. Nor do I ever dragoon any 


Body into Compliance with Reaſon. All the Parts 
Tve acted in this Nature were defenſive ; Pure 


Eflorts of Self. preſervation; which thou knoweſt, 


is a Principal natural to all Men, and even to the 
Worms of the Earth. Theſe little Reptiles, when 
they are trampled on, will turn again. And nothing 
more do I, unleſs in the Sultan's Cauſe. 


This puts me in Mind of my Integrity; for 1 


muſt tell thee my Virtues as well as my Vices. 
Neither Arabia nor all the Eaſt have ever brought 
forth a Man more true to his Truſt, than honeſt 


loyal Mahmut. I will for ever boaſt of this, in an 
Age ſo full of Treachery, This alone will carry 


me ſafe to Paradiſe, in ſpite of the Mollabs. As 
for the reſi, they are only venial Signs caſily dropt 
off on the Bridge of Trial. And fo long as no 
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Body can ſay, Iv'e betray'd my Maſter's Secrets, I'm 
ſafe as an Angel that 15 not oblig'd to ſtand Centinel 


at the loweſt Poſt of Heaven: For there he's within 
; Gun-ſhot of the Devil. ROSE | 


Juſt as I drew my Pen from that Word, a ſud- 
den Noiſe in the Streets call'd me to the Window; 
Where turning my Eyes from the Earth to the 
Moon and Stars, (for 'twas a very ſerene Sky) I 


_obſery'd a ſmall ſwift Cloud to glide along from 
South to North, much 1n Appearance like a Bale of 


Silk, It cleft the Element like a ily Arab Thief that 
ſwims for Booty on the River Jygris. Wond'ring 
at this, when all the Firmament was clear, and not 
another Cloud above the Horixon; I ſoon concluded, 
'rwas the Chariot of ſome airy God, a Mercury or 
Metfenger ſent with ſpeedy News to the High Lords, 
Commanders of the Artick Regions, to bid them be 


upon their Guard, or ſome ſuch weighty Matter, 


Perhaps, thought I, a War is commenc'd between the 
Spirits of the Poles : Or it may be, King Z91vs has 
ſent a ſummons to the Northern Winds, being reſol- 
ved to play ſome Royal Pneumatick Freaks upon the 
Sea. 


In good carneſt it made me reflect on our I 3 
norance of the Laws and Conſtitutions of the Ele. 
ments. It put me in Mind of the Fogs and Miſts 
which ſometimes envelop the Globe in Darkneſs ; 
on purpoſe, for ought we know, to hinder us from 


ſeeing what is tranſacting at ſych Seaſons in the 


higher Regions of the Air. The Spirits of thoſe 


ſerener Tracts may then be frolicking in viſible 
Forms, | celebrating ſolemn Feſtivals, and kindling 
all the Meteors of the Upper Wellin, as natural 
Fireworks and Illuminations, not fit for Mortals to 
behold, leſt we ſhould learn too much, and grow 


as wiſe as they. However, it made me very con- 


tcmplative, to ſce a ſingalar ſolitary Cloud thus glide 
along the Air: And 1 could have witti'd for Wings 
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to purſue its Motions, becauſe the Appearance was not 
common. | | | 

Thou that haſt meaſur'd the whole Frme of Nature, 
and taken the true Dimenſions of the World, that haſt 
penetrated into the Secrets of the Elements, and art 

always buſy'd in the moſt ſage and ſolid Serutinics; 
wilt {mule at the Vanity of common Mortals, ſuch as 1 

who when we are intelligible to ourſelves, yet preſume 
to comprehend the Ways of the Omnipoxent, who is 
perfect in Knowledge. e 

As for me, who have ſtudied in the Academies, 

and read Ariſtotle, Aviceu, Plotinus, Averroes, with 
other Philoſophers, J eſteem myſelf ſuill but at the 
Bottom of P/ato's Cave, converſing with Shadows, 

miſtaken in every Thing but the Idea of thy Sanctity 
and immenſe Wiſdom, which is imprinted on my 
Soul, as thoſe which the Ph:/o/opbers, call Firſ Prin- 
ciples, becauſe they are, Selfevident. 

I deſign'd to have ſaid more to thee, but a ſudden 

Indiſpoſition and extreme Faintneſs has taken away my 
Spirits, My Limbs tremble, my Head 1s giddy, my 
Heart fails me: In a Word, I ſeem like one between 
a Mortal and a Ghoſt. | - 


Paris, 29th of the 8th Moon, 
of the Tear 1658. | 


LETTER XI 
To Achmet Padiſhani Culligiz, Baſſa. 


ö 6.4.46 LSD 2 


| HY Surname argues thee a Favourite at the 
Seraglio : And tor that Reaſon, I know thou Þ f 

art accuſtom'd to receive infinite Submiſſions and "|| 
Flatteries : Bur I muſt be as blunt with thee, as 1 1 
1 was with the new Mufti, when I . B 
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Acceſſion to the chief Patriarchate. I told that Prince 
of the Maſſalman Prelates, that I had no Encourage- 
ment to welcome him to a Dignity, which tho' in 
it ſelf ſacred and inviolable, yet could not ſecure 
him from rhe Perſecutions of popular Envy, any more 
than it did his Predeceſſor, And the ſame I muſt 
ay to thee, s 
Darniſh Mehemet, Baſſa, is fallen a Victim to the 
Rage of the Multitude; and thou haſt got his Sea? 


on the Bench. May'ſt thon enjoy it long, and never 


be Mob'd out of thy Honour and Life as he was. 
Some Years ago he forbad me to write any more to 
him. What his Reaſon was, I know not, neither 
did I ever enquire, However, 1 obey'd his Injun- 
ction, being indifferent to whom I ſend my Intelli- 
gence, provided I do the Grand Seignior any Ser- 
vice: For to that End I am placed here. 

Lluſtrious Baſſa, J ſhall now acquaint thee with 


two the moſt principal Points of News ftirring in 
Europe. One is, the Election of Leopoldus Ignatius 


Fojephus, King of Hungary'and Bohemia, to the Ger- 


man Empire. They have been canvaſſing this Buſi- 


neſs eleven Moons : And at laſt the Auſarian Faction 
carried it: This was done on the 8th of the 7th Moon: 
And he was folemnly Crown'd on the 22d of the 
ſame, This has heighten'd the Quarrel between the 
Duke of Bavaria, and the Prince Pa/atine, The lat- 
ter was fo far tranfported with Paſſion at the Diet of 
Frankford, that he threw a Standiſh of I at the Ba- 
varian Ambaſſador : Which is reſented as an Unpar- 


donable Affront: And the Duke is marching with | 


an Army to revenge it, or demand Satisfaction. The 
Elector of Mentz has deny'd him Patlage through 
his Principality. And they are all like to be em- 
broil'd in a Civil War about it. This is no bad News 
for the Mupulmans, _ Gy 

But that which makes yet a greater Noiſe, is the 
Death of Oliver, the Protector of the Engliſh Com- 
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monwealth; who, whilſt living, was the Terror of 
all Europe. The Superſtitious and ſuch as regard 
Signs ſay, This was preſag'd three Moons ago, when 


a great Whale, nine Times as long as a tall Man, 
was taken in a River of Exgland, near the Capital 


City, forty Miles from the Sea. I know not whether 
theſe Kind of Obſervations are worthy of Credit, 


Yet it ſeems the Annals of that Nation take Notice, 
That the unuſual Appearance of a }hale fo far within: 


Land, has always prognoſticated ſome mighty Change. 
Perhaps the Fate of illuſtrious Perſonages affects Na- 
ture with a more than ordinary Paſſion, puts the Ele- 


ments into Diſorder, and inſpires the Brutes with 


Sympathy. 


We are aſſured, that on the Day of this Prince's 


Death, and at the very Hour of his Departure, there 


was fo violent a Tempeſt of Wind, Rain, Hail, 


Thunder, and Lightning, as had never been known 
by any Man then alive in that Nation : Which ſome 
interpreted to his Diſhonour, as if he were a Magi- 
cian, or at leaſt a very wicked Man; and that this 
Hurricane was rais'd by the Devils, who tranſport- 
ed his Soul to Hell. Whilſt others athrm'd this 


mix' d Storm to be only the Sighs and Tears of Na- 
ture, the mournfal Paſſions of the Guardian Spi- 


rits of England, for the Loſs of ſo great and fortu- 


nate a Hero; and that the very inanimate Beings 


condol'd his Death. As for me, I look on all theſe 
Things as pure Accidents, the Effects of Chance, 
I have an equal Opinion of another Circumſtance, 


much obſerv'd both by his Enemies and Friends; 


That he died on the fame Day, whercon he had 


formerly gaiy'd ſome notable Victories. The One 
. deſcanting on this to his Reproach, the Other 


drawing from it Arguments of Honour, . 'Tis dit- 
ficult to ſay any Thing of him victhout appearing 
partial. He had great Virtues and no leſs Vices, 
He was a valiant General, and wile Stateſman: 


Jet 
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yet a Traitor to his Sovereign. As for Religion; tho? 
he profeſs'd himſelf a Zealot, yet 'tis thought he was 


as indifferent as other Princes; who for Reaſons of 


State, and to pleaſe their People, make a Shew of 
Piety, but in their Hearts adore no other God but For- 


tune and Victor. | 5 

He was eſteem'd one of the greateſt Politicians of 
this Age; and none could match him but Mazarini. 
vet I. cannot but ſmile, when I call to mind, how 


both theſe eminent Stateſemen were cheated this Year, 


by two or three Fugitives. | 


A certain French Captain nam'd Gentilot, that had 
ſerved under the States of Holland in the Wars, and 


on that Account had often paſs'd through the Sea- 


Towns in Flanders, obſcry'd a Weakneſs in one Part 


of the Walls of Oflexd, by which the Town might 


eaſily be ſurpriz'd, At his Return to Paris, he ac- 
quainted Cardinal Mazarini with this; and go 
him fo great Encouragement, that the Cardinal re- 
ſolved to try ſome Stratagem in order to gain that im- 
portant Place, without the Coſt and Hazards of a for- 
o | 

To this End he eommands Gentilot to ſeek out 


ſome Perſons fit to be engag'd in the Plot: Men of 


Reſolution, Conduct, and Secreſy, This Captain 


therefore knowing two or three Fugitives in Paris, 


who were forced to fly out of Flanders to fave their 


Lives, having committed Murthers, and other Crimes | 


againſt the $pani/h Government, breaks the Bulineſs 
to them, promiling Mountains of Gold, if they would 
aſſiſt in carrying it on. 


They ſeem'd to embrace his Propoſals with 


abundance of Readineſs, and were introduced into 


the Cardinal's Cabinet; where that Miniſter being 


ſatisfied in their Characters, and the Offers they 


made to ſerve him in this Affair, ſeconded the Pro- 
miſes which Gentilot had made them, with many 


additional Egcouragements. In a Word, they con- 
= : ſalted 
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ſulted a. were frequently; were late every Night in 
the Cardinals Lodgings: And at laſt having adjuſted 
all the neceſſary Meaſures that are to be taken, the 
Fugitives were diſpatch'd away into Exgland. with 
Letters from Mazarini to Oliver, the Engliſh Pra- 
tefor : Wherein he acquainted them with the Deſign, 
requiring the Aſſiſtance of ſome Eng /i/þ Ships to tranſ- 
port Men into the Haven of O/?end. | 
| Theſe Agents went accordingly, but with a Reſo- 
| Jution to put a Trick both on the Cardinal and the 
Projector; and by doing their Country ſo conſiderable 
a Service as the ſaving this Town, to merit a Repeal 
of the Sentence pronounc'd againſt: them, that ſo they 
might return home in Peace, and enjoy their Eftates 
and native Liberty. | | | 
Oliver receiv'd them very kind]y, and embraced 
the Motion with ſome Warmth. But upon ſecond 
Thoughts, try'd to out-bribe Mazarini, and hire 
theſe Perſons for himſelf. Ofend was too ſweet a 
Bait in his Eye, to let it fall tamely into the Hands 
of the French, for want of a few larger Promiſes and 
Offers of Gold. Wherefore he ply'd theſe Agents 
briskly with all the effectual Oratory he could, to win 
'em over to his own ſeparate Intereſt 3 engaging to 
| beſtow great Preferments on them in Eng/and, with = 
. Two hundred thouſand Seguius, as ſoon as the Buſi- 
nfs was accompliſhed. 8 
The three Flemings deſired no better Sport than 
thus to cajole two the ableſt Stateſmen in Europe. 
They Pofletied Oliver with an entire Belief of their 
Zeal and Fidelity in his Service: And it was agreed 
on between them, to hold Mazarini in Play, and that 
Oliver ſnould ſend him an Anſwer, refuſing to med- 
dle in an Intrigue which ſcem'd to carry ſo little Pro- 
dabtuty- of Succeſs.: '- - „„ 
From England thefe Agents paſſed over into Zea- 
land, it having been ſo concluded before they part - 
ed from Cardinal Maxarini; that fo they 9 50 
„%%% CO there 
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there gain more Confederates, and lay all the necei- 
ſury Trains to bring this Intrigue to the deſired Iſ- 
ſue. But, inſtead of doing either the Protector or 
Cardinal Maxarini this Service, they went immedi- 
ately, and revealed the whole Secret to the Gover- 
nor of Flanders. Sr es 

He having duly examined all Circumſtances, and 
being fatisfy'd in the Truth of their Relations, and 
in their Loyalty to the King of Spain, commanded 
them to proceed in deluding both the French and 
the Engliſh, as long as they could, with fair Hopes 
of accompliſhing their Aims : Whilit he took Care 
to ſecure Often? and other Parts of F/anders, from 
all Attempts of this Nature, FE, 

In fine, the Prote&or falling off again, being 
frighted by Cardinal Mazorini's Threats, who had 
diſover'd his under-hand Dealing, theſe Agents 
applied themſemfelves cloſe to the French, who were 
now made ſo much more eager, by Oliver's Deſign 
to interlope em. They fpun out the Intriguè ſeve- 
ra! Moons, brought the French King to fign Articles 
and to paſs his Word for the Payment of near a 
Million of Gold; cajol'd his General in Flanders, and 


at one Time made him believe, Twas his Intereſt to 


| he ſtill for fix Weeks together, when all the World 
expected he would purſue his Conqueſts in that Pro- 
vince. At another Time, cauſed him to march with 
ſo much Precipitation, when the Ways were impaſſa- 
ble, that he was forc'd to leave moſt of his Cannon, 
and a thouſand Naggons plunged in the deep Roads, 


with the Loſs of three thouſand Men, who were ei⸗ 


ther drawn'd or ſtary'd : And all this for the Sake of 
gaining Offend. When after all, they were not only 
cheated of their Hopes in that Point, but moſt 


ſnamefully expoſed to the Deriſion and Contempt 


of all Europe. For Cardinal Mazarini repoſed an 
entire Confidence in the Fidelity of his Flemiſh A. 
gents ; So that whatſocycr they propoſed as an 
i | Expe- 
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Expedient to compaſs the Deſign, was a Law. Hence 
it was, that the French General in Flanders receiv'd 
expreſs Orders to embark Part of his Army on certain 
Veſſels that lay before Dunkirk, and, on a prefix'd 
Day, to fail into the Haven of Oſtend, there to 
land his Men, and take Poſſeſſion ot the Town, in 
the Name of his Maſter : Being made to believe, That 
the Gates would be opened to him, and that the Spa. 
iſh Garriſon ſhould march out in his Sight, 
All this was carried on with ſo much Artifice and 
' ſubtle Management, that when he entered the Haven 
with ten Veſſels, he thought himſelf ſecure of the 
Place : Yet no ſooner landed his Men to the Number 
of fifteen Hundred, but they thunder'd upon them 
ſuch Vollies of great and ſmall Shot from the Walls, 
that two hundred of them fell immediately, as many 
threw down their Arms, and the Citizens making a 
vigorous Sally, the reſt were either kill'd or taken 
Priſoners, he himſelf not eſcaping that Misfortune. 
By this thou may'ſt diſcern, how eaſy 'tis for an 
Agent of any Prince to, embarraſs his Maſter's Affairs; 
And, that a publick Miniſter can never commit a 
greater or more dangerous Error than in being too 
rechen. | TE 
Serene Baſa, let not Mahmut's Name found harſh 
at the Porte, nor his Honour be traduced by Syco- 
phants ; ſince his Loyalty is Proof againſt all Temp» 
tations ; and this the Miniſters of the Divan know by 
twenty Years Experience. TT 


Paris, 5th of the 10th Moon, 
of the Yar 1658. 
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To Peſteli Hali, his Brother, Maſter of 
the Grand Seignior's Cuſtoms at 
Conſtantinople. 


Have receiv'd a Diſpatch from our Couſin 1/ozf, 
He has been in a Cold Region, within the Arctick 
Circle, bur now 1s at Stockbolm in Sweden. The 1 
Parts he has viſited are the farthermoſt Tracts of our 5 
Continent to the North They may be call'd, The 
Territories of Night and Darkneſs; for they have 
but one Day in a whole Year, The Sun appears but 
Once above their Horizon, during his Annual Pro- 5 
greſs through the Zodiack : Yer he makes them . 
amends by the long continued Light he affords them 4 
at that Seaſon : For that one Day 1s, without the 1 
Miracle of Joſbus, prolong'd the Space of four, 4 
five, or bx Moons, according to the proporyonate - 
Diſtance of each County from the Pole. | 
Ife relates ſtrange Things of thoſe dark Coun- 4 
tries, and ſuch as ſeem almoſt to ſurpaſs Credit, were it 
they not confirmd by many grave and learned Wri- I 
ters. He ſays that in ſome Parts of Norway no Tree 1 
is to be ſeen, by Reaſon of the violent Force of the | 
Winds, which blow down all before them, carry. 
ing away even the Roofs of Houſes, and ſcattering 


* 


them at a great Diſtance, So that the Inh ibitants are 1 
forced to dwell in Dens and Caves, and burn the } 
Bones of Fiſhes for want of better Fuel; ſince it is | 1 


impoſſible for any Plant to grow in thoſe Parts. 
Neither can Men travel ſafely on Horſes, or a Foot, 
at certain tempeſtuous Sea/ors : For the Wind will 
either throw down Horſe and Man to the Ground, 
or catch them up into the Ai, ; | 
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But when he deſcribes the horrible Coldneſs of 
theſe Regions, the very Iden of it is enough to 
make one quake, He ſays, Cold is an active Qua- 
lity, and reigns undef the North Pole, as in its pro- 
per Kingdom or Center, from whence it darts its 
freezing Rays through the Earth. Yet, others ate 


of Opinion, that Cold is only a Privation of Heat, 


a bare paſſive Diſpoſition of the Elements; and there- 


fore more ſenſibly felt in thoſe Climates that are 


fartheſt from the warm Influence of the Sun, whoſe 
Beams give Life and Vigour to all Things. Be it 
how it will, its Eflects are very remarkable in thete 
Northern Regions. | „„ 
All the Rivers, Lakes, and Seas there are frozen 
up during the Winter. Men, Horſes, Waggons, 
Coaches, and even whole Armies, paſs as common- 


ly over the Ice, as before Ships ſail'd there, or as we 
travel o'er the firm Land, And laſt Winter, the Ba/- . 


tick Sea was the Road of Ice, over which the Kin 
of Stoeden march'd with his Army of Horſe 10 
Foot into Zealand, to proſecute the War in thote 
Parts. Thev alſo raiſe ſtrong Forts of Snow, able to 
ſuſtain the Battery of Bullets, and Engines of War, 
with all the Violence of the fierceſt Aſſauls. They 


build Carvanſera's on the frozen Seas and Lakee, for 
the Convenience of Travellers; and ſet up Branches 


of Firs or Juniper, as Marks to diſtinguiſh the 


Holes and Fiſſures of the Ice, from that which is 


ſolid and ſecure ; for there are High- ways on thoſe 
congealed Waters; and Officers appointed to ſurvey 


them, and take all neceſſary Orders tor the Security o. 


Travellers: And ſometimes they fight pitch'd Battles 
on the frozen Element. | 


Our Kinſman alſo .has made curious Remarks on 


the Triumpha! Obelisks, and Funeral Monuments of 
ancient Hero's among the Goths and Swedes : For 
theſe Nations boaſt of Giants and famous Warnors, 


Theſe Monuments, tho* of Stone, and _— 
aped, 
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ſhaped, yet were never cut, by the Hand of Man, but 


are ſo many Splinters of Rocks and Mountains, torn 


from the main Body by the Violence of Earthquakes, 
Thunders or the like Motions of Nature, and _ 
down in the Forms of Pyramids, and other artificia 


Figures, were of old fer up by the Graves of Giants, 
and other renowned Perſons. Having alſo [n/cripti- 


015 on them, ſignifying the particular Hero who there 


— 


lies buried. Such as theſe 


JUffro, Fighting in Defence of my Country, 


with my on Hand kill d thirty-two Gi- 


ants; end at laſt being killd by the Gi- 
ant Rolvo, my Body lies here. 


And, : 


1 Ingolvas, that ſubdu'd all Oppreſſors, 
and defended the Poor and Weak; Now 


grown Old, Poor and Weak myſelf, yet | 


having my Sword girt to my Thigh, am 


forc'd to yield toDeath,(who conquers all 
Things) and to godown tothis Sepulchre, 


_ which I prepar d for my laſt Retreat. 


It ſeems there are infinite Numbers of thefe 
Tombs all over the Defirts, Mountains, and Vallies 
of the North; whuch is an Argument, that how- 
ever contemptible theſe People may ſeem to the True 
Believers , yet they have not been wanting in va- 
liant Men and Heroes. Doubtleſs, Cop has diſ- 


pcns'd his Virtues and Graces to Men 6f all Nations: 


He is not partial in his Gifts. We ought to praiſe 
him in the Beginning and End of all our Actions. 
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And if we contemplate his Honour in the Middle of 
our Affairs, we ſhall not do amiſs ; ſince, as he is the 


Firft and the Laſt of the Univerſe, ſo he is the Center 

of every Thing. 80 Ho | 

I had not thefe Relations only from Jau, but out 
of the Hiſtorians themſelves, who write of theſe Coun- 
tries: Yet our Kinſman informs me of ſome Things, 
which are omitted by thoſe Authers. Every Traveller 
is fingular in his Obſervations : For all Men have not 
the ſame Genius. And thy Fournal of the Eaft abounds 
with Remarks which are not common with other 
Writers. | 

Brother, if I may adviſe thee, it ſhall be, to do 

nothing by Imitation; but purſue the Dictates 

of thy. own Senſe, and the peculiar Bent of thy 
Soul. For whatever is forced and affected, is 

nauſeous. | 


> 


EETTER XV. 
To Zeidi Alamanzi, a Merchant in 
Venice. 5 


4 


IE Kainachan has informed me, that thou 


art appointed to ſucceed Adonai the Few in 


Italy. He has alſo acquainted me with othtr Mat- 


ters relating to thy Charge. I am glad they have 


found out a Muſſulman capable of that important 

Truſt, and that we ſhall not always ſtand in need of 
Jews to ſerve the Grand Seignior, Emperor of the 
Faithful, Though ſome of that Nation are very ho- 
neſt and loyal, yet "tis better to be without them. 


Thou 
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Thou and I are Strangers to each other + But tis i 
neceſſary for us to be ſpeedily acquainted, and hold 
a mutual Intimacy by Letters, that ſo we may ſerve 

our Great Maſter, without interfering or claſhing in 
our Intelligence. J have been here theſe twenty Years 
and made no falſe Steps in my Sovereign's Buſineſe, 
whatever I have done in my own : Yet have encoun- 
ter'd a thouſand Difficulties and Perils ; ſuffered Im- 
priſonment many Moons in Paris for my Fidelity ; 
whilſt my Enemies at Cenſtantinople perſecuted me as 
a Traytor and an Infidel. 5 

Tis impoſſible to avoid theſe Croſſes, in the Courſe 
of human Life: they are natural as the Wind or the 
Rain. All that we can dois by a prudent and dextrous 
Management of Contingencies, to wind ourſelves out 
of Trouble as well as we can. And above all, rather 
to be our own Executioners, than betray the leaſt 
Secret committed to us. Sg 4 | 

I queſtion not, but thou haſt had the ſame Inſtru- 

citions given thee by the Miniſters of the happy Porte, | 1} 
What I ſay, is only to confirm thee in thy Fidelity i 
and Care. Write to me with the ſame Frankneſs, and 

let nothing make thee reſery'd to thy Fellow Slave, n 
We are both Followers of the Prophet: We wor:hip [1 
One Gop after the ſame Manner, and equally reve- _ [1 
rence the Alcoran. We ſerve one Maſter ; and tho? 
in different Stations, yet let our Affections and Inte- 


4 a _ JOSE. 
r - 


u reſts be united as Friends. Let no little narrow Paſ- [ 
n K fions or Emulations corrupt our Integrity, nor teach us if 
t- to unman ourſelves. | 1 
ve I know not thy Original, whether thou art of i 
nt WU Mahometan or Chriſtian Parents. Twould be very | 
oft | obliging to ſend me a ſhort Hiſtory of thy Life, and 
the | how thou learnedſt the Italian Tongue: For with- 
ho- out that, I judge they would not have ſent thee into 

| that Country, | | | | 
| As for me, I am an Arabian by Birth, brought up 
hou ia the Seraglio, from thence ſent to Sea, there taken 
4 " - N._-- Os 
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Captive by the Chriſtians, ſold in Sicily, where ] un- 
derwent a tedious Servitude, yet at length gain'd my 
Freedom: and having paſs'd thro' various Fortunes, at 
laſt was ſent hither, to obſerve the ſecret Counſels of 
the Chriſtians; eſpecially of this Court. 

I now grow Old, having ſeen near fifty Years ; 
yet, tho' the Strength of my Body fails, I feel not 
the leaſt Decay in my Zeal for the Muſſu/man Faith, 
or my Mafter's Service, I am full Mahmut the Loyal 
S/ave of the Porte; and thy Friend, to long as thou 


art ſo to thyſelf. 


Paris, 3oth of the 1 Moon. 
of” the Year 1659. 


* 
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"LETTER NV. 
n Kaimacham. 


_ 
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plied by a Muſſulman, in whom the ſablime Porte, 
may put more Confidence, than in any of the Ji 
Race. Twill be Encouragement to the re Faithful, 


| I: rejoices me to hear, that Adonai's Place is ſap- 


and a precedent of good Import, For no Nation loves 
to ſee their Prince beſtow Offices of Truſt on Strang- 


ers, when his own People are as capable of Employ- 


ment as they. *Tis generally taken as an Affront, 


and Contempt of their Abilities or their Virtue, and 
has often produced ill Conſequences, 5 
deny not, but there are many honeſt and wiſe 
Men among the Hebrews, Perſons of Merit and Ho- 
nour, from whence the Sultan receives no ſmall Ser- 
vices, but this ought not to diminiſh the Reputation 
of thoſe who are of the ſame Faith with their Sove- 
reign, Doubtieſs Arabia and Turkey are not barren 
of good Soldiers, prudent - Stateſmen, and dextrous 


Mimſters. 1 
| - I know 
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I know not the Character of Zeidi Alamanzi, 


whether he be a natural born Turk, a tributary Son 


of a Chriſtian, or a voluntary Renegado. However 
the Choice that is made of him convinces me, that the 
unerring Divan eſteem him a Man fit far the Buſineſs 
committed to his Charge. 8 . 

He ought to be perfectly skilled in Italian, or at 


| leaſt in ſome other Language of the Nazareres ; that 
ſo he may paſs the better unſuſpected among the 


People where he reſides, who are more jealous of 
Strangers, than any other Nation in Europe. Tis a 


Crime thought worthy of Impriſonment, for a Vene- 
tian to converſe with a Foreigner too frequently, and 


in private ; For they are afraid, leſt by that means 
2 dangerous Correſpondence ſhould be eſtabliſh'd 
betwixt ſome ill-affeted Subjects of that Common- 
wealth and its Enemies: Whereby their Secrets may be 


betray'd, and Meaſures taken to ruin them. 


For this Reaſon alſo they have forbid f2//e Hair 
or Perukes to be worn by any in their Dominions, 
leſt this might ſerve as a Diſguiſe for Villains and 
Traitors, Vet nothing is more common in France and 
other Countries of Zyrope, than for Men to wear on 
cheir Heads, Ornaments of Womens Hair, inſtead of 


their own. 


As to Religion, I believe they will not much trou- 
ble him, being no Zealots themſelves. And provided 
he does but profeſs himſelf a Chriſtian and a Caths- 
lich, they'll make no farther Inquiſition. 


n 


The /talians in general are much like the ancient 
Romans in their Humour: Men of grave Aſpect and 
Carrlage, and much more compoſed in both than 
the French, who appear ridiculous through the Le- 
vity of their Diſcourſe and Actions. The former 
abound in fage Precepts of Morality, and politick 
Aphoriſins, which ſerve as a Rule whereby to ſquare 
the Courſe of their Lives: The latter only affect 


ſome Baſhy Improvemengs of Wit and Converſation, 
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ſtudying rather how to pleaſe Women than Men; 
coveting to be perfect in external Accompliſhments, 
and the Graces of the Body, whulſt they ſlight the 
more valuable Endowments of the Mind. In a Word, 
they are mere Apes and Mimicks. On the contrary, 
the Italians are Men of an awful and majeſtick Beha 
viour, ſolid Judgment, and deep Reach. If you ſec 
them ſmile, you ſhall ſeldom or never hear em laugh: 
Whereas the Motion of a Feather will ſet the French 
a braying like Aﬀes. Theſe will contract a warm 
Friendſhip with any Man at firſt Interview, hcighten 
it with a thouſand Compliments, make him their 
Confeſſor and unboſom all their Secrets. Yet a ſe- 
cond Encounter ſhall extinguiſn this Paſſion, and 3a 
third ſhall revive it again: Whereas thoſe are cautious 
and flow in the Choice of their Friends; and when 
once that Knot is diſſolv'd, *tis never to be faſten'd 
there again: They are irreconcileable in their Hatred 
and Revenge. 9 8 . 

But there are Men to be excepted in both Nations, 
who fall not under theſe general Characters. Fance 
affords many wiſe and learned Perſons; and a5 
not a few. Foofs and Idiots, Virtues and Vices are 
ſtrangely mix d in all People, War, Commerce and 
Travel, with other human Occurrences, alter Men's 
natural Diſpoſitions, and give the Lye to the exacteſt 
Obſervations that can be made. Beſides, Time changes 


all Things; and the Qualities which this Age remarks 


in the IJlalians, may in the Next be transferr'd to the 


French. For there is no Conſtancy in any thing un- 


der the Moon. 


Zeidi will find great Examples of Frugality among 


the Venetians, in the neceſſary Expences of their 
Perſons and Families; yet abundance of Magnificence 
in whatever relates to the Publick, which the Subjects 
of that Commonwealth ſerve with open Purſes and 
free Hes. 8 
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Indeed they are not ſo remarkable for their Tempe- I 
rance, as ſome other Parts of Italy. Libertiniſm and | 

Voluptuouſneſs reign uncountrouPd in Venice. Women 
and Wine are there almoſt as common as the Elements. 
Yet "tis obſerv'd, that Strangers generally debauch 
more with both than the Natives. God picicrys 

- Zeidi from their Temptations, „ | 
If it be his Fortune or Duty to viſit Padua, hie 1 

ought not to make to long an Abode in that Neſt of [ 
Philoſophers and Phyſicians, left they firſt anatorm es 2 
his Soul, and diſcover the Secrets of his Commiſſion. 1 
and then turn his Body to a Skeleton; as they one: | 

ſerv'd a Moor, whom tliey diſſected alive, to mats i 
Experiment, perhaps, whether a Mahorretan's Blood [ 
circulated the ſame Way as a Chri/tian's, 

Thoſe Italian Phyſicians are very cruel, and thith ; 
it no Sin to try Poiſons, and other fatal Tricks on c. | 
Poor, that ſo they nay be the better able to keep tle 
Rich on the Rack at their Pleaſure, and make thei: 

© Market of them. 5 Fe. | 

I krow not Zeidi's appointed Station, or what Ci- 
ties he is to ſee: But where-ever he goes, "twill bc. 
neceſſary for him to uſe abundance of Caution; fo. 1 
the 7ta/ians are the cloſeſt, ſlyeſt and moſt judicious | 

People in the World, N | | 

But I forget that he is choſen by the Divan for 
this Employment, to whom the Characters of ai! 

Nations are known, and who penetrates into tlie 
moſt interior Receſſes of Men's Spuits. 

Therefore I lay my Hand upon my Mouth in pro- 

found Submiſſion, and acquicſce to my Supertors : 

Still praying, that the Grand S eignor may have faith- 
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A ful and Wiſe Miniſters at Home, and no Novices tor | 
4 his Agents Abroad. ; | ö 
: | Paris, 3d of the 24 Moon, ö 
”: af the Tear 1659. 
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LETTER XVI. 
70 William Voſpel, a Recluſe of Auftria. 
| Here is a Street in Paris, which they call the 


| Street of Hell. The Reaſon of this Name is 
121d to be, becauſe at one End of it, there formerly 


ſtood an old Houſe poſſeſsd by Devils; who were 


fo troubleſome, that, as the Records of Paris affirm, 
an Edict of Parliament was paſe d, to remove all the 
Inhabitants out of their Houſes in that Street, and 
mut up the Entrance with a Wall. Since which, 
theſe Demons were Expell'd by the Carthuſians, who 
built a Monaſtery in the Place Tf this Story be true, 
it redounds much to the Reputation of that Order, 
and of all your Monaſticks in general, who by your 


Exorciſms are able to ſubdue the infernal Spirits, 


But I have heard ſo many filly Tales of Houſes being 

haunted by Gho/?s and Hobgobb/ins, that I know not 

how to give Credit to this. EE 
Beſides, when I conſider the Nature of incorpo- 


real Beings, it ſeems ridiculous to think that they 


can take Delight to play the Anticis, ro frighten 
door Mortals; or confine themſelves to an old 
ruin'd Caſtle (for ſuch was this Houſe) for the Sake 
of a little Sport; when according to the ancient 
Pphiloſopbhers, every incorporeal Being is far more ex- 
cellent than the moſt perfect Body, and can be every 
zchere: Neither are they at any Time locally preſent 
in Bodies, but only by Propenſion or Habit are in- 
clin'd to them: And this they mean of /iving Bodies. 
What Charms then can there be in an old rotten Fa- 
Erick of Stone and Wood, to allure and detain immates 
„al Subſtances? 5 = 

Certainly the Nature of theſe ſeparate Eſſences is 
very remote from all componnded Beings. I have been 
&ften at a Loſs, in contemplating the Soul of Man. 
Jocmetimes it ſcems no otherwiſe diftinguiih'd from 


the 
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the Souls of Brutes than by being united to a Body of 


different Organs; which cauſes us to ſhew more 


evident Tokens of Reaſon than they, in the Faculty 


of Diſcourſe, and in our Actions. Yet when I con- 


ſider more attentively the Operations of our Mind and 
Intellect, I cannot but conclude, there is a vaſt Di- 
ſtinction between our Souls and thoſe of the Beaſts. I 
have with Pleaſure obſery'd the Excellency of human 
Intelleft in Madmen and Dreamers; who being come 


to themſelves (as we uſually ſay) relate many Things 
| of which they were before ignorant, and comprehend 


Things ſurpaſſing their former Imaginations. 
It appears therefore more rational to me, That 


the Soul is every where and no where, as the Ancients 


ſay, than that it is ſnut up and impriſon'd in the 
Body, as a wild Beaſt in his Den, or Liquor in a Glaſs. 


However by an ineffable Production of itſelf, it 


is preſent in every part of the Body, as the Light of 
the Sun is diffuſs d through the Air, and can as ſoon 
withdraw itſelf, as that Light, when interrupted by 
a Cloud. In a Word, I conceive the Soul to be a very 
Free Agent, and that 1t 1s here and there and every 


where. It united itſelf to a Body by its own Choice, 


and can retire again from it at Pleaſure, | 7 

One, cloſely purſu'd, Act of Contemplation, will 
at any Time carry thee or me to the Invisible, when- 
ever we go reſolutely about it. „ 


Paris, 1/7 of the 4th Moon, 
of the Year 1659. | 


LETTER XVII. 
To the Venerable Ibrahim Cadileſquer of Romeli. 
r Here has not a Year eſcap'd, ſince my arrival 
at Paris, wherein I did not ſend to the Mi- 


' niſters ofthe ever hapy and exellent Porte, arg 
e 1 
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Intelligence of. Battles Sieges, Storming of Towns; 
and ſuch other Occurrences of War, as happen d be- 
tween the Kingdoms of Fance and Spain. But now 
believe my future Diſpatches muſt contain other 
Matters. For, in all Appearance, this War, which 
bas laſted four and 3 Vears, is in a fair Way 
to be ended. The Lug of Spain grows weary of 


his continua! Loſſes in Daly, Flanders, and Catals- 


nia: And he of France ſeems glutted with perpe- 


tual Victories and Conqueſts. In a Word, theſe two 


potent Monarchs laying aſide their Quarrels, are ma- 
king diligent Preparations this Year for a Campaign 
of Friendſhip and Love, | 


They are both in Arms, yet commit no Acts of 


Hoſtility. Whullt Cardinal Maxarini, on the part of 


this Crown, and Dom Louis d Haro de Gufman, Firlt 


Muſter of Spain, are gone to meet each other on 
the Frontters of beth Kingdoms, as Plenipotentiaries 
for their reſpective Maſters, to concert the Meaſures 


of a laſting Peace, and treat of a Marriage between 


the King of France, and the Infanta of pain. 

All Europe is amazed at this ſurprizing Change. 
And the French and Spaniards, who border on cach 
other, can hardly believe their own Senſes, whilſt 
they find a mutual Commerce reſtored between their 


Frontier Towns and Villages, which had been inter- 


rupted ever ſince the Tear 163 5, about ſixteen Moons 
before I came to this City. 3 
But, tho' they are thus diſpoſed to Peace here in 


the Wes, the Northern Monarchs are puſhing the 


War forward in Sweden, Denmark. and Poland, with 
all imaginable Vigour and Animolity, The com- 
ing over of the Elector of Brandenburg to the Da- 
niſh Intereſt. has made a great Alreracion in their 
Affairs. For, whereas Fortune ſcem'd before in all 


Things to favour the Swedes 3 now they loſe 


Ground, and find their Artempts untvcceſciul, 
Four thouſand of their Men fell before the Walls 


of 
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of Copenhagen, in three Nights and two Days; Which 
caus d King Guftavus to raiſe the Siege. Whilſt the 
Duke of Brandenburghᷣ retook Frederickſode, and there- 
by reſtor'd to the King of Denmark'the Provinces of 
Holſiein, Futland, and Ditmarſen. | 
The Hollanders alſo have had a Combat with the 
Sevedes at Sea, and ſunk Fourteen of their beſt Ships: 
Beſides what they burnt and took. 
Theſe Events have ſtirred up ſeveral Princes to me. 
diate a Peace. And 'tis not improbable, but in a lit- 
tle Time we may ſee all the Chriiaxs good Friends: 
And then 'twill be time for the Maſſulmans to be up- 
on their Guard. 5 | ; 
As for Mahmut, he will not fail to pry into the 
Counſels of theſe Infidels, and ſend timely Notices to 
the Porte; leaving the reſt to the Wiſdom of his Su- 
periors, and the Pleaſure of Deſtiny. | 


Paris, 29th of the 6th Moon, | 
of the Year 1659. 
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d. E r in ein 
20 Muſu Abu'l Yahyan, Alfaqui, Pro- 
feſſor of Theology at Fez. 


ME Character which the great and illuſtrious 
Abdel Melss Muli Omar, Prefident of Preſidents, 
Grace and Ornament of ancient Learning, Oracle of 
Africa, and Reflorer of obſolete Truth, has given me 
of thy profound Wiſdom and Science, fills me with 
Reverence and facred Love, I am raviſhed with 
Wonder and Joy to hear, that in this Age, where- 
in the Myſulman Theology has ſuffer d ſo many In- 
novations, there yet ſurvives a Man who dares, and 
is able to alert againſt all Oppoſers, not only the 
Primitive and Original Truth, brought down from 
k I Heaven by the Hand of Ga#ry/e/ but allo the 101 | 
& if | | 9” Os 3 
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and indubitable Sayings, Sermons, Counſele, and Ac- 
tions of the Prophet, whilſt he was was on Earth, con- 
verſing with Mortals, before his Tranſmigration to 
the Gardens of eternal Repoſe and Solitude. Thou 
art the Enoch, the Hermes Triſmegiſtus of the Age 

I have ſeen many Copies of the Zune, or the Book 
of Doctrines; each pretending to comprize the whole 
Sy/tem of that divine Philoſophy aud Wiſdom, which 
dropt from the Lips of our incomparable and molt 
holy Lazwgiver, and were attefted by his Wife, the 
holy Ageſpa, Mother of the Faithful, and by his Ten 
Diſciples. Yet all theſe various Tranſcripts differ 
both in their Senſe and Manner of Expreſſio ns. 

I have peruſed the Books entituled Dabif, or In. 
perfect, which contain the Memoirs of his other 
Wives; and the Manuſcripts called Maucof, or Frag- 
ments: Being only a Collection of ſome ſelect Sen- 
tences, Aphoriſms and Parables of the Sent of God. 
But theſe have no Authority to back them, ſave 
the Credit of ſome learned Scribes, who were not 
familiar with the Divine Favourite, only living in hie 
Time, and taking Things on Report. . 
In fine, I have met with ſeveral Parchments cf 
Zaguini, or pretended Traditions of Au Becre, Omer, 
and Othman; but theſe I eſteem as ſpurious, cor- 
rupted, and full of Errors. ES 

What ſhall I ſay? The Zeal of Omar En Aba7il- 
Azis, the Ninth Caliph of the Tribe of Merwar, is 
not unknown to me. I am no Stranger to his ſin- 
guar Piety, not to be match'd among Crowned 
Jeads: For, of him it is recorded, That as he 
deſcended from the Throne at the Time of his Tiau- 
_ guration, he gave the Rebe from his Back, as an 
Alms to a poor Man: Aud, that during his whole 
Reign, he ſpent but two Piaſters a Day on himſelf. 
And fo great was his Reſignation to Deſtiny, (an 
_ admirable Vertue in a /overe/gn Emperor) that when 
he was on his Bed in his teſt Sickneſs, and was 
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counſel'd to take Phyſick, he anſwer'd, © No; If 
were ſure to heal my ſelf only by reaching my Fin- 


&« ger to my Ear, I would not: For the Place to which 
« I am going, is full of Health and Bliſs.  _ 
This Caliph was a Miracle of Humility, and his 
Charity always kept him Poor: Maſtema Ebn Abd'il 
Melec relates, that going to viſit Omar on his Death- 
bed, he found him lying on a Couch of Palm leaves, 
with three or four Skins inflead of a Pillow, his Gar- 


ments on, and a foul Shirt underneath, Seeing this, 


. 3 . . . » 2 Pa 
Moflema was griev'd, amd turning to his Siſter Phate- 


na the Empreſs, he ſaid, How comes it to paſs that 


© the Great Lord, Commander of the Faithful, appears 


e in ſo ſqualid a Condition.” She reply'd, ** As thou 


6e liveſt, he has given away all that he had, even to 
ce the very Bed that was under him, to the Poor, and 
cc only reſcrv'd what thou ſeeſt, to cover his Nakedneſs. 
Then Moſtema could not refrain, but burſt forth into 


Tears, ſaying, “ God ſhew thee Mercy upon Mercy, 
thou Royal] Saint For thou haſt 2 our Hearts 


with the Fear of his Divine Majeſty. This Ca/iph 
was numbered among the Saints. | ES 
He it was, that perceiving the Contradiction 
and Diſputes of the Myfſſulmans, the Darkneſs and 


' Confuſion in the various Log of the Zune, or 


* 


Boot of Doctrine, aſſembled a General Divan of Mol- 
labs and learned Men at Damaſcus from all Parts 
of the Empire: Commanding that all the Manu- 
ſcripts of the Zune, which were extant, ſnhauld be 
brought into this Aſſembly, on Pain of Death to 


him that ſhould detain one. This being done, he | 


commanded Six of them to be choſen out of the 
whole Number, by Vote ; Men eminent for Learn- 


lng and Piety; and that theſe Six ſhould ſeve- 


rally collect, out of all the Multitude of Copies, 
each Man a Book, containing what he thought to 


be the moſt genuine Diſcourſes of the Prophet, con- 
cerning this World, and that which is to came, 


When 


merit Paradiſe by their Stupidity. 
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When this was executed according to his Will, he 
commanded all the old Books to be burn'd, in a Field 


near Damaſcus. 


Yer after all the religious Care of this holy Caliph, 


to reſtore the, Writings to thefe primitive Integrity, 


the Maſſulmans ſoon fell into new Contentions, about 
the Senſe and Interpretation of theſe corrupt Copies of 


the Zune, From whence ſprung the Four Cardinal 
Sele, on which all the jnnumerable, leſſer, and lattcr 


Diviſions among True Believers are founded. 8 
J cannot therefore but inwardly rejoice, and from 


my Heart highly applaud the Method taken by thaſe of 


your renowned College, to diſcern the True Doctrines 


and Sayings of the Holy Prophet, from thoſe which are 


ſuppoſitions, by comparing all the Books that are 
extant together, and reducing Matters of Divine Re- 


velation to the Analogy of the Alcoran: Thoſe of Phi- 
Jofophy and Moral Regards, to the Standard of Ex- 
perience and Reaſon ; for it is impious to belicye, that 


the Divine Apoſile would impoſe any thing on our 
Faith, repugnant to the Scnſe of Men, or theex preſs 


Will of Heaven. By the Soul of Pythagoras Mabo- 


met (aid nothing but what was rational, and evident 


to any unprejudic'd Mind. But the greateſt Part of 
theſe Sectaries are beſotted. They form to themſelves 


falſe Notions of Gop and his Prophet, and think to 


Reverend A/faguri, I have much more to ſay to 


thee, and many Queſtions to ask; but Time and the 
Grand Seignior's Service force me to conclude abruptly, 
_ wiſhing thee Perfection of Bliſs, 


Paris, 2975 ef the 6th Moon of 
the Tear, 1659, according to 
the Chriſtian Style. 
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